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Smith regains his wife and daughter

and is turned loose to enjoy China.

Of course, this doesn't happen just

now—in China. It is probable that it

never will happen.—New York Sun of

June 16.

MAYOR JOHNSON'S WAY.

A SIDEWALK EMERGENCY DEPART

MENT.

A sidewalk emergency department is

the latest institution to be added to the

city government. The department will

be organized for business this week. In

cidentally, other innovations in side

walk matters will be made effective.

Inspector Bradbury is the originator

of the emergency department idea. He

proposed it to President Springborn, of

the board of public service, and City

Solicitor Baker, and so well was the sug

gestion received that it was decided im

mediately to present it to the council, in

the meantime proceeding with the or

ganization.

The city annually expends a sum of

fully $15,000 in adjusting and paying

claims of persons injured by reason of

defective streets and sidewalks. These

defects are of all kinds, but for the most

part may be classified as follows: Brok

en flagstones, displaced paving stones,

insecure covers to coal holes and sewer

catch basins, settling of earth filled into

trenches and other excavations, and dif

ference of grade between sidewalks in

front of adjoining property. In almost

every case of such defect temporary re

pairs could be made which would pro

tect the city from liability and pro

tect pedestrians from injury at little or

no cost pending the necessary legisla

tive and administrative steps for a per

manent improvement. For such cases

as these the emergency department is to

be provided. The plan Is to provide two

or three sidewalk and street emergency

wagons, with a complement of two or

three men and the necessary tools and

materials to make temporary repairs at

once, upon the receipt of complaints or

notices of defective conditions. These

wagons would be sent out on the run as

soon as complaint was made.

Street Superintendent Masterson has

already been authorized to employ a

man with a wagon, who is a stone cut

ter, and Inspector Bradbury is prepar

ing estimates of the cost of instituting

and maintaining such an emergency re

pair system, together with such statisti

cal exhibits as to the number of com

plaints received as will enable the coun

cil to see the necessity for some such

provision in time to provide for it in

their next appropriation ordinance.

City Solicitor Baker has also prepared

an ordinance, which will probably be

presented to the council by Mr. Hitch-

ens, authorizing the city auditor to col

lect the cost of laying delinquent side-

^ walks from property owners in advance

of the regular delinquent tax collection

by the county auditor. This would absolve

the property owner from the payment

of a penalty, and in addition would be of

considerable benefit to the city.

People often desire to make such pay

ments when they find that the city is ac

tually laying walks at their cost with

the addition of a ten per cent, penalty.

Under present conditions the payment

cannot be received' and the city cannot

use money that would have been paid

for other work.—Cleveland Plain Deal

er, of June 4.

CLEANING UP UNSANITARY SEC

TIONS.

Changed from that which they

claimed to be the dirtiest to the cleanest

section of the city is what the health au

thorities assert has been accomplished

in the Thirteenth and Fifteenth wards

in the past two weeks. Sections of these

two wards have been city eyesores for

years. Health Officer Friedrich repeat

edly tried moral suasion to effect a clean

up, but without result.

Finally he decided to use force if nec

essary, and nearly two weeks ago a

special detail of six sanitary policemen

was detailed to work in these wards,

with orders to have every yard, alley

way, corner, building and street cleaned.

The men have carried out orders to the

very letter.

The work was carried on vigorously

and owners, tenants, etc., soon became

busy about their premises with brooms,

shovels, scrubbing brushes, soap, etc.

Every day sanitary policemen visited

as many houses and yards as possible

to oversee the progress of the work. No

effort was spared to bring about results.

Arrests were freely threatened, and

in some cases people were even taken

to the police stations in order to impress

upon their minds the fact that the city

meant business.

Allowances were made in some cases

and a fair chance was given every one

to comply, but when It became neces

sary, forty-elght-hour notices were

served. Failure to comply with such

notices meant arrests, and they were

universally effective.

"We have completed the cleaning,"

said Deputy Health Officer Ryan yes

terday. "The wards, with one or two

exceptions, wherein arrests will prob

ably now be made, are thoroughly

cleaned. These people must clean up by

Monday or be arrested.

"How long the section will remain

clean is a question. We intend, how

ever, to attempt to keep It in good con

dition. Three men will now be assigned

to the two wards for this purpose.

Heretofore there has been but one man

in each ward."

The two wards have been the most

unhealthy in all Cleveland. The death

records for years have shown that mora

deaths are reported every year from tha

Thirteenth and Fifteenth wards than

any other in the city. This the health

authorities say is partly due to the thick

ly congested population, but they also

say that the record is beyond propor

tion, and say unsanitary conditions are

responsible for the high rate.

The health authorities will probably

now turn their attention to parts of the

Eleventh ward, along St. Clair. Oregon,

Hamilton, and near by streets. Much

complaint relative to dirty conditions

existing in these sections has been

made recently.

JEFFERSON AND THE LAND

QUESTION.

Introductory article to Volume XVI ot

the new edition of the writings of Thomas

Jefferson, published under the auspices ot

the Thomas Jefferson Memorial Associa

tion, at Washington, D. C.

Jefferson is a pole star among polit

ical philosophers because he based his

politics on the eternal, self-evident,

fundamental truths that all men are cre

ated free and equal and that they are

endowed by their Creator with certain

inherent and unalienable rights, among

which are life, liberty and the pursuit

of happiness. How are the rights of life,

liberty and the pursuit of happiness pri

marily to be exercised? Not in the po

litical field, but In the underlying social

field. How shall a man get an independ

ent living? precedes, How shall he par

ticipate in general government? He

cannot exercise, or fully exercise, his

political faculties until, without let or

hindrance, he can get sustenance.

Hence Jefferson's political axiom in

volves as a prerequisite a social or eco

nomic axiom, without observance of

which political institutions can be only

as a house built upon the sand. This

economic axiom is that men have equal

rights to natural opportunities, to land.

On land mankind must have its habita

tion and from it it must draw subsist

ence. Nowhere else, from no other

source, can it live. Therefore, the rights

of life, liberty and the pursuit of happi

ness carry with them the inherent, un

alienable, equal right of all to land.

If this economic principle is not in

the general mind associated with Jeffer

son's doctrine of democracy, it is only
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because he did riot give it prominence.

When there was a seeming need, he set

it forth explicitly and clearly, but this

was rarely. Was there not in his day

unappropriated land in superabund

ance? Why inject into the domain of

war issues, into the intricate and diffi

cult business of the founding of a na

tion and the construction of a radically

new form of government, the abstract

question of equal rights to land, when

as a practical fact plenty could be had

by anyone for the mere taking?

In Jefferson's day a small population

lay scattered along the Atlantic sea

board. The great virgin, unappropriat

ed, and for the most part, unexplored,

continent, three thousand miles broad,

stretched west, open to the pioneer and

the settler. Of land there appeared

enough for scores of generations to

come. The nation was agricultural, and

whoever desired it could have a farm

by moving into the trackless wilderness

and making a clearing, which more and

more were doing, thereby showing their

freedom from dependence upon the es

tablished centers. They faced the sun

set and moved out along the Ohio and

the Mississippi.

Although a man of great and varied

learning and polished culture, Jefferson

was in spirit a frontiersman. He had a

strong affinity for the rugged, independ

ent pioneer and settler. He was a grad

uate of the oldest and, at that time, rich

est institution of learning in America,

the College of William and Mary, near

Williamsburg, Va. By inheritance he

was for that day a well-to-do man. By

this and marriage and social connec

tions he belonged to the wealthy planter

class, which, relieved from toil for sub

sistence, could yield itself to the ease,

graces and refinements of life. Jeffer

son's alert, powerful, acquisitive, ana

lytical mind found this a most suitable

soil for its development.

An environment so stimulating to in

tellectual growth might also be expected

to take a subtle, invisible hold on the

mind, and make of its beneficiary its vo

tary and creature. But while fully con

scious of the charms of its warm and

tranquil atmosphere, Jefferson was early

aware that the wealthy, planter class was

the bulwark in Virginia and the South

of the British Crown tyranny, and the

buttress there of the Established

Church, which falsely gave the sanction

of religion to such tyranny and preached

submission to God and to the rulers He

had raised over the people.

The resistance that early germinated

hi the free, bold mind against the usur

pations and abuses of the British Crown

thus came at length to include as a

whole the planter class and their estab

lished priesthood. As Moses, adopted

Prince in the House of Pharaoh, next in

blood to Royalty, struck dead the Egyp

tian taskmaster, and, turning his back

upon pride and circumstance of power,

led forth the Hebrew slaves into tne des

ert toward the Promised Land, so Jef

ferson, moved by anger and scorn

against the planter class for its fellow

ship and partnership in the tyranny of

the Crown, threw off its allurements, so

congenial to his tastes and habits, and

allied himself absolutely, unreservedly,

actively, permanently with the wrongeQ

masses. In the struggle in that agricul

tural community between the "plant

ers," or large landowners, and the "set

tlers, or small landowners, Jefferson's

heart was always with the latter.

It was the old fight in a new form—

the antagonism between the silkstock-

ings and the wool hats, between the red

heels and the sabots. Jefferson, by for

tune and culture, of the silkstocklngs

and red heels, consciously, deliberately,

with definite and fixed purpose, sided

with the wool hats and sabots. It was

in some degree as if a French seigneur

under the ancient regime had rejected

place and power to preach the destruc

tion of privilege on the one side and the

upraising of the trampled and despised

on the other.

But this comparison of Jefferson with

the French noble can be only in degree,

and in slight degree. The social dis

parity, so extreme in the old world,

was but faintly marked in the new. The

rich men of America were of but mod

erate means beside the rich of Europe,

while the poor were greatly better off

here than there. "From Savannah

[Georgia] to Portsmouth [New Hamp

shire]." said Jefferson in his "Notes on

Virginia," "you will seldom meet a beg

gar. In the large towns, indeed, they

sometimes present themselves. These

are usually foreigners who have never

obtained a settlement in any parish. I

never yet saw a native American beg

ging in the streets and highways, a sud-

sistence is easily gained here." And to

M. Claviere he wrote: "I attended the

bar of the Supreme Court of Virginia as

a student and practitioner for ten years.

There never was during that time a trial

for robbery on the highroad, nor do I

remember ever to have heard of one in

that or any other of the States, ex

cept in the cities of New York and Phil

adelphia immediately after the depar

ture of the British army. Some desert

ers from that army infested those cities

for awhile." In some notes to M. Meus-

nier Jefferson compared social condi

tions. "So desirous are the poor of Eu

rope to get to America, where they may

better their condition," said he, "that,

being unable to pay their passage, they

will agree to serve two or three years on

their arrival there, rather than not go.

During that time they are better fed, bet

ter clothed and have lighter labor than

while in Europe. Continuing to work

for hire a few years longer, they buy a

farm, marry and enjoy all the sweets of

a domestic society of their own."

The fact that Jefferson always kept

clearly in mind was that "a subsistence

is easily gained here." He explained this

by the first principles of political econ

omy, namely, that men had easy access

to natural opportunities. To John Jay

he wrote: "We have now lands enough

to employ on infinite number of people

in their cultivation. Cultivators of the

earth are the most valuable citizens.

They are the most vigorous, the most in

dependent, the most virtuous, and they

are tied to their country and wedded to

its liberty by the most lasting bonds."

In the "Notes" he said: "In Europe

the lands are either cultivated or locked

up against the cultivator. Manufacture

must, therefore, be resorted to, of neces

sity, not of choice, to support the sur

plus of their people. But we have an im

mensity of land courting the industry of

husbandmen. . . Those who labor

the earth are the chosen people of God

if ever He had chosen people, whose

breasts He has made His peculiar depos

it for substantial and genuine virtue. It

is the focus in which he keeps alive that

sacred fire, which otherwise might es

cape from the face of the earth. Cor

ruption of morals in the mass of cultiva

tors is a phenomenon of which no age

nor nation has furnished an example."

And because manufacturing called for

condensed population and seemingly

more or less dependence for employ

ment, and since "dependence begets sub

servience and venality, suffocates the

germ of virtue and prepares fit tools for

the designs of ambition." manufacturing

was to be avoided. But he explained

later to J. Lithgow, concerning a re

vised edition of the "Notes," that he did

not intend an indiscriminate denuncia

tion of manufacturing, but had in mind

the possible future repetition in this

country of the conditions he beheld in

Europe, where "the manufactures of the

great cities . . . have begotten a de

pravity of morals, a dependence and

corruption, which renders them an un

desirable accession to a country whose

morals are sound. But," continued the

philosopher, "as yet our manufactures

are as much at their ease, independent

and moral, as our agricultural habits,

and they will continue so as long as there
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are vacant lands for them to resort to;

because whenever it shall be attempted

by the other classes to reduce them to

the minimum of subsistence they will

quit their trades and go to laboring the

earth." And to James Madison, his

closest friend, he wrote from Paris in

this same line: "I think our govern

ments [Federal and State] will remain

virtuous for many centuries—as long as

they are chiefly agricultural; and this

will be as long as there are vacant [un

appropriated] lands in any part of

America. When they [our people] get ■

piled upon one another in large cities,

as in Europe, they will become corrupt

as in Europe."

These were not accidental remarks or

passing views of the great American.

They were the conclusions of observa

tion and thought—thought that was ex

traordinarily far-reaching in its conse

quences. Writing to Madison from

Paris, where, he said, they were im

mersed in a course of reflection "on ele

mentary principles of society," he re

marked that he was led to a considera

tion of the question, "Whether one gen

eration of men has a right to bind an

other,"—a question "that seems never

to have been started either on this or on

our side of the water." "I set out "on

this ground which I suppose to be self-

evident," observes Jefferson, " 'that the

earth belongs in usufruct to the living,'

that the dead have neither powers nor

rights over it. . . . On similar

ground it may be proved that no society

can make a perpetual constitution or

even a perpetual law. . . . Every

constitution, then, and every law,

naturally expires at the end of 19 years.

If it be enforced longer, it is an act of

force and not of right. . . . This

principle that the earth belongs to the

living and not to the dead is of very ex

tensive application and consequences

in every country, and most especially

in France. It enters into the resolution

of the questions: Whether the nation

may change the descent of land holden

in tail? Whether they may change the

appropriation of lands given anciently

to the church, colleges, orders of chiv

alry and otherwise in perpetuity?

Whether they may abolish the charges

and privileges attached on lands,

including the whole catalogue ec

clesiastical and feudal? It goes to

hereditary oflices, authorities and jur

isdictions; to hereditary orders, dis

tinctions and appellations; to perpetual

monopolies in commerce, the arts ana

sciences; and a long train of et ceteras;

and it renders the question of reem-

bursement a question of generosity and

not of right."

This argues that one generation has

no right to make land laws, or any other

kind of laws, for another generation.

Par in advance of general thought as

this was, Jefferson did not stop here,

but pointed out the fundamental right

to land of individuals composing any

generation. This he wrote, also from

Paris, to the father of Madison, the

Rev. James Madison: "The prop

erty of this country [France] is abso

lutely concentrated in a very few hands,

having revenues of from half a million

guineas a year downwards. These em

ploy the flower of the country as serv

ants, some of them having as many as

two hundred domestics, not laboring.

They employ also a great number of

manufacturers and tradesmen, and last

ly the class of laboring husbandmen.

But after all there comes the most nu

merous of all the classes, that is, the

poor who cannot find work. I asked my

self what could be the reason that so

many should be permitted to beg who are

willing to work, in a country where

there is a very considerable proportion

of uncultivated lands? These lands are

undisturbed only for the sake of game.

. . . Whenever there is in any coun

try, uncultivated lands and unemployed

poor, it is clear that the laws of property

have been so far extended as to violate

natural right. The earth is given as a

common stock for men to labor and live

on. If for the encouragement of indus

try we allow it to be appropriated, we

must take care that other employment

be provided to those excluded from the

appropriation. If we do not, the funda

mental right to labor the earth returns

to ^he unemployed."

Could language be plainer or mean

ing clearer? "It is too soon yet," con

tinued Jefferson, "in our country to say

that every man who cannot find em-

ployment,.but who can find uncultivated

land shall be at liberty to cultivate it.

paying a moderate rent. But it is not

too soon to provide by every possible

means that as few as possible shall be

without a little portion of land. The

landowners are the most precious part of

a state."

Jefferson thought legislators could not

"invent too many devices for subdivid

ing" land holdings. Such a device was

invented and eloquently advocated by

the most learned men of France of that

period, headed by Quesney, Turgot, Con-

dorcet, du Pont and Mirabeau, with

some of whom Jefferson was on terms

of intimate acquaintance. This idea

recognized common rights in land by ap

propriating ground rent through taxa

tion. This rent of land they called the

produit net—the net, or surplus, prod

uct of land. Something of the same

meaning the English political econo

mist, John Stuart Mill, later gave to the

term "the unearned increment of land.''

The French economists proposed in

place of the many taxes falling upon pro

duction and upon wealth, one tax large

enough to absorb the whole value of ag

ricultural land. This tax, which they

called the impot unique, and which Mir

abeau, the elder, accounted a discovery

equal in importance to the invention of

writing or the displacement of barter

by money, the Frenchmen wished to ap

ply to agricultural land, which they re

garded as the only productive land. To

day it is called the single tax and would

be applied to all land that has value, re

gardless of improvements,, whether the

land be agricultural, mineral, timber,

grazing, urban or suburban.

In 1774 Turgot had been appointed

Minister of Finance by Louis XVI., and

at once commenced to clear the way for

application of the impot unique, but the

privileged nobility was yet dominant,

and overthrew him. Had he succeeded

in applying it, he would have shifted

taxation from the backs of the impover

ished and embruited masses to the game

preserves and other great enclosures;

would have forced the nobles to let go,

and would have opened to users vast

quantities of idle land. But the nobles

made successful resistance to this pol

icy. Turgot stepped down and the so

cial and political revolution was not

long deferred.

In the United States a distant adapta

tion of this Idea occurred under the Ar

ticles of Confederation, in the provision

to obtain national revenue through a

tax on real estate and slaves. Subse

quently under the Constitution other

sources of taxation were provided, and

most of the revenue came to be raised

through a tariff, which is a tax upon pro

duction.

Thus the idea of recognizing equal

rights to land and of penalizing the hold

ing of land out of use, by treating rent

as common property and taking it

through taxation, was abandoned. The

appropriator went ahead of the settler.

All of the gigantic area westward from

the Atlantic seaboard to the Pacific has

long since been appropriated, or at

least all of the accessible and valuable

land, and millions are deprived of their

"fundamental right to labor the earth."

Can it now be said that "from Savan

nah to Portsmouth you will seldom meet

a beggar?" Is there any part of the

country that does not reveal them? Our

farming regions contain thousands of

tramps, and what were they originally

but laborers searching for work? Do
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not our cities contain multitudes out of

employment or in fear of it, and there-

byTeduced to that "dependence" which

"begets subservience and venality, suf

focates the germ of virtue and prepares

fit tools for the designs of ambition?"

Indeed, are not our people "piled upon

oi:e another, ... as in Europe,"

and have they not as a consequence "be

come corrupt, as in Europe?" Have we

not one city with a larger population

than the thirteen States contained at

the time the "Notes on Virginia" were

written (1781)? And so abjectly poor

is a large part of that city's population

that one in every ten who die each year

in its principal and richest borough

(Manhattan) is buried in Potter's Field

at public expense!

Instead of our governments remain

ing "virtuous for many centuries," cor

ruption like a worm has eaten its way

to the core. Political bosses control

wards, districts and States, and exert

their baleful influence over national

councils, as completely as English poli

ticians in Jefferson's day ruled rotten

boroughs and swayed the British farna-

mect. The mass of the people them

selves were in the beginning virtuous.

But they were reduced to dependence

for subsistence, which corrupted them.

They found difficulty in getting a liv

ing, and sold or became neglectful of

those priceless political rights for which

the Fathers of the Republic fought so

hard and gloriously, and which they es

tablished with such great labor.

Jefferson said: "Our governments

will remain virtuous ... as long as

. . . there are vacant lands in any

part of America." There are vacant

lands, thousands upon tens and hun

dreds of thousands of acres, agricultural

lands, grazing lands, timber lands, min

eral lands, urban and suburban lands.

These lands, if thrown open, would not

only engage the multitudes of hands now

Idle or insufficiently occupied, but would

support in comfort and luxury many

times the eighty millions of population

this nation now embraces. There Is no

difficulty about finding abundance of

valuable vacant land; the difficulty is

to find it unappropriated. All the great

territory that is available for any use

has been appropriated and made private

property, although vastly the greater

part of it lies idle and is held merely for

•peculation.

Obviously "the laws of property have

been so far extended as to violate natural

Tight." And since by reason of this ap

propriation and non-use of land large

numbers of men are prevented from

tadlng their natural employment, and

since "other employment" is not pro

vided them, does not "the fundamental

right to labor the earth" return to them,

as Jefferson said it must under such cir

cumstances?

Yet how effect this fundamental right

to-day with our complex civilization?

Not by dividing up the land and giving

to each his share. The simple, easy, just

way would be to divide the rent, or rath

er to take it for common uses, remit

ting all taxes that now fall upon produc

tion and various forms of wealth, and

concentrating taxation on the value of

land, regardless of improvements. This

single tax would tax out the land grab

ber. It would tax idle lands into use.

Millions upon millions of locked-up

acres of every kind would be thrown

open to the unemployed, there would be

compliance with the "fundamental

natural right to labor the earth," and

our people would once again become, as

Jefferson thought they would for cen

turies remain, virtuous and happy.

HENRY GEORGE, JR.

New York. April 18, 1904.

To love is to live;

To love one's self is to live in hell;

To love another is to live on earth;

To love all others Is to live in heaven.

—Unknown.

BOOKS

HENRY GEORGE.

Hardly more than twenty-five years

have passed since Henry George was

first heard of outside of his adopted

State of California. His "Progress

and Poverty," written from 1877 to

1879, which began to attract at

tention in the early 80's, soon made his

name familiar wherever English is

read, and time justifies the distinction

he then attained. In honor of the twen

ty-fifth year of that book, Page, Double-

day & Co., have issued an anniversary

edition of "Progress and Poverty," and

also one of GeorgeVlife, by his son, who

contributes to the former volume a

special introduction.

George was influenced to write, by his

observation, when on a business visit

to New York, of the manifestations of

great poverty in the midst of abound

ing wealth, and the explanation of this

social condition is the theme of his

book. He traces poverty, as a social

evil, to progress in our powers of wealth

production; and he accounts for this

paradox by showing that the institu

tion of land ownership, offering as it

does limitless opportunities for fore

stalling land, the one factor on which

a(l production depends, results in the

monopoly of land to such an extent that

its value tends to increase the difficul

ties of access to it in greater degree

than enhanced productive power makes

it available for human needs. Hence

the exploitation and consequent impov

erishment of laborers in spite of in

crease in the productive power of la

bor. To remedy this evil. George pro

poses that annual land values should be

appropriated annually for public use,

and taxation on production be abol

ished. The effect, as he explains, would

be to make land monopoly unprofitable,

and production profitable, which would

maintain a constant demand for labor,

in excess of the supply, and thereby se

cure to all who want to work limitless

opportunity, and to all who do work

their full share of the total product.

As this result would leave nothing for

idlers, George's book has been sternly

opposed by special pleaders for the priv

ileges of the leisure class. As it simply

seeks conformity to fundamental prin

ciples, it is not in favor with empirics.

As it appeals to the moral law, most

materialists sneer at it. As it leaves no

place in the social system for complex

governmental mechanism, but looks to

the natural law of competition, freed

from obstructions, to regulate private

business, most socialists see no good in

it. But the book more than holds its

own, and all over the world its influence

upon thought and legislation is evident.

Not to know of it. is to risk a display

of humiliating ignorance; not to know

somethingof its teachings, is to be at a

disadvantage in almost any discussion

of civic subjects; not to understand it,

is to be at a disadvantage in all economic

study.

The life of the author, by his eldest

I AM INTERESTED IN "THE PUBLIC"

AREN'T YOU?

I Am Desirous of Increasing Its Circulation

ARE YOU ?

If you are you can get something of value for nothing, and no string to it.

Having- come into possession of a number of authenticated maps of the United States
(including all its possessions) mounted, measuring 7x5 feet, valued at four dollars each, I
will send one to each of the first fifty who will send in five (5) yearly or ten (10) half-vearly
subscriptions to THE PUBLIC, as per its offer of furnishing these at the yearly rate of $1.20.
These maps are especially valuable to schools, clubs, hotels, offices, etc, as also in homes.
Who Will Win First One t Single Taxers can bulk their subscriptions and so get one
for their club rooms. •

DANIEL KIEFER, 530 Walnut St., Cincinnati, O.


