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laws, Just and right in themselves, and dirscled sgainst crizes, which, sl

in the abstrsct, every body condemns, that yet zﬂmgiﬁ on our statule-
& dsad letisr. We havep for instence, stringent provieions zgeinst the
wivery of legisleators apd of mewmbers of politicsl conventlions and caucuses -
wrovisions which go so far s to meke & vsoal offense of even the offer teo
bribe, or of sn expression of willingness to be bribed; yet the buying of
votes goes on uninterruptedly as often as the Legislistu 1@ meets, while in
political comventiong bergain and sale are frequently as epen and notorions
as was Lribery in the lasgt election. .

o

o~
[
fnd

£

3175



%ev&wthe&evgg there huw been, te
ndoon t%@ part of the press. for a | penal
he BﬁVl&lQﬁ of - mot {or, antici-
s 8yl in will be pr to the
auny 851 g ndy,

o
te by ixg sopment in S
ine not excesding §500, or by |

h

and any promlse on th

view to @btain

whteg or assistence in his el@ctiﬁnﬁ or iy commmicelion of such promiss by
shiird party, is also mpade & misdenssnor. -

m@nthﬁg ar by & i
part of & cendidate to make or procure sn appointment, with a
«

n

S

-

It will be noticed thet the Commissiomere propose to punish ouly one of

the parbies to the erime - the giver of the bribe. This is in accord with
the idea expressed by some of our journsls, in their discussion of the matter,
that it ie necessary, in any eifsctive law agsinst bribery, 1o avoid
comrenity ef inlterest ip secrecy, which is made Qy rﬁnﬂﬁlifg both partie
smenable. Yet the Commisgioners evidently rperime

g they relsin the provisions of the presep
Lisble to punishment for comven%ien o legi
noticing, too, that while election briber
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Th@ givers ef brlbeg are usually b

than the recelvers, and, a5 a cless, mey b more fesr of puliting themselves
in the you@r of others, and of possible Hﬁiiﬁhm nh; yet, on the obher haund,
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peblie opinion certeinly locks wvpon the taker of & bribe as worse than the
p .

iver, and, @& & gereral rule, laws shonld follew public opinion.

Bﬁt it can hardly be that the mere exempiion of one periy from ymmishment
vuid do much te secure the enforcement of the law, though, vpon trisl, it
m‘ ht meke it easier to procure testimony. Without some strurg inducement,
trere would be iititle probabiiily of the bribed ever informing egainsi the
briber; the sort of honor that existe emong thieves, &nd the indisposition
to destroy the market for vetes, weuld prevenl that, even among those so
abandoned as to be willing to convict themselves of a crime vhich is
condenned by publie opinion, even if exempied from legal pumishwment. It
hag been proposed by some of our pepers teo supply this inducement by giving
half of the pecuniary penalty teo the informer, even if & perty to the crime.
The Revision Commissioners have not adopted these suggestions, and probably
Tor good hezsons, a8 there aré grave objiections o oi'fering rewards for
such inforpation. In some respecis a politieal inducement — such as the
exclusion from office of cendidetes whe had been guilty of bribery, or the
striling off frow the reburns of & certain mumbey of voles fov everyv ome which
coruld. be shown Yo heve been purchased by or for a candidste - would be
prefersble to the of fering of a wmoney considerstilon, and would certainly
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secure energstic efforts to ferret out bribery; but this, too, might prove
a dengerous provision.

CThe ides of the Commiss
meraly a miﬁa@ma&§$r§ i
mhmn the pensity atiteched is lig
arteinty rather then severilty of Eﬁﬁlwhmwmﬁ aoeg wamf from crilmes;

gbvy whatever ths gaﬂuk?ﬁ disfranchisement oughlt to be it, anc

t should be visited upon the brdibed s well as upon the briber, u“ie
( those cases where thes criminal has turnsd Statels evidence. The ezf&aial
'@aﬁl&ratia& that the men who wouid sell biis vobte, o3 induce amother te Bell
kie vobte, ig not worthy of the privileges of American citizenship, is at lsust
@Gfth makirg. By the law of Pennsylvanis, the voter who recelves a bribe
is disfranchised for that elsction. But the disgfranchisement ocught to be
perpetual, for, ezcept in rare cesss, whers the hard pressure of want drives

& voter, against his consclence, into such a bargain, the man whoe would once
gell his vobte would sell it agein.

Yet, alter sll, the most we can hope from the best pensl ststules is that
i bﬁyv shall be made lesp open and vnblushing. ineny & man who wants o
gell his vobe and snother who wants to buy & vole, and no law can prevent
their meking & bevegsin with lsmpenity. Our experience in slwilsry matters
ghows this. And the Eanglish - who heve the repubtation of enforcing their
lews wore rigldly than we do ours ~ bave mede the most stringent statutes
ageinst election bribery, snd heve enforced them Ip wany cases, OF unssating
mewbers of Parlisment who had used corrupi mesns, without belng sble 1o
bresk up ths practice. They sucoseded in doling swey with the open pavmeunt
of monsy for voites, bub bribery still weod on. Tﬁ@ vober would be told,

by & person he did not know, to take a mrokage out of the hand or pocket of
one looking snother wayv; tna voterts wife would f;?d soversigns in the
ottor of her tea-cup, or the voler himself weould <discover them in the

dregs of his mug of beer; a cabbage would be purchesed for & 15, or & conary
for £ 50; or a few bricks would be teken oub of & wali, and & hand from one
gide would pass Bank of Bnpland notes into a hend on the other. Hothing lixe
go meh ingerulty would have to be exercised hers, to successfully defy sny
law whish cen be enscited.

But though we cannot hope to prewent bribery by preohibitory lawe, there is
enother and & simpler renedy for the evil: making the ballet wimit it was
jutended to be - a secret vote. As & general thing, where voles are
purchased, the buyer or his agent puts & ballot into the purchssed voleris
hand, walks up to the box with him, and sees thet i1 goes in, before he '
paye bim. Or, some times 2 merk is put on the tickei, and peyment is made
when the merksd ticket is found in the ecounit. How, 3? we orobibit the '
counting of any but felded tickets, printed in uwniform styls, uwpor paper

of the same kind, without merk or device, and so arrange the poelling-vlices
that ne one can apﬂrﬁach with the voter, or, at ie&wkg so thet in passioe

te the box he will be for 2 momend secure fram eheervation, wve shall compel

the purchasey &f votes to rely entirely upon the good faith of the purchesed,
the very lazst thing he would ceye to lovest money upon. The buying of voles

.

would cease, because It would no longey pay, and with LU would cesse, also,
another form of elsction corrvuption, which ig even worse snd more demerallizing
than bribery - the cosreion of voters by thelr esployers.
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suthoritisg peint the tlexets - tbe nawes of all the capdicaies upon ths

same | & Laet one of thess tickets be hsaded to the wvoler by an

ele 6tl§ﬁm$f;iﬁer gy he spprosches the boy, and & desk or dezks be provided,

so constructed theit, in striking off the names of the candidates ke doss not
want to vobe for, the elecior would be enbtirely secure Irom observalion, and

to the receliving officer, without showing It Lo any ons. Thls v
s lititle different and somewhetl wore expensive arrangement o e
and more of them. Hub it iz btrue economy Lo go Go any exp nge én@ah wa%i&
tend o porifly our electlioug. Begldes sscuring absol 8
may be, this plan offers an ilmporiant incidental &&vanbage
cholce betwsen candldetes on the pert of esch voler, which wo bi@ ﬁ?@b%@lg
paice bhe voling of a ®siraight tickel® Lhe sxceplion rathsr than the ruls.
And when the men of known intesrity and ability and the ignoramus or rsscal
csaged Lo poll aboul the ssmpe vole, because nomingbed by the semes sarty, Bob
13 woild Boe direct tendency be to an improvesment in the charschter of the
f‘”“%k slected, bubt pominsting conventions wodd be compalled to aﬂﬁ more
ircumspectly as to the characier of the men they put %Qfﬂaffy aﬂé the
tva%wti n ho pack and corrupt these bodies would be greatly lesss
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It may be objechted to this plsn that some woters can not resd, snd, thersfore,
coulid nob intelligently mere off thelr tickets. Bul the man who, in this
couwntry, can not read, coghi not to vobe, and if he does wolte, it is probsble
that he will vobe nearly as well st random ss in eny other way. Anothsr
objection wmay be, that many of the voters; not resembering s1l ths napes,
would be at 2 less woo to scrstch off: but this could be remedied by having
the pelitics of each candlidate indiceted on the tleket, or the voter could
teke & Ilist with him to the polls, and werk from thst. But & gtill beiter
way world be to strike off some of our of ficers from the elsciive lisgi,
comnencing with Judges snd Assessors, and continuing the opers Mﬁnzﬁmllwmly
the Executives ef cur Sitate and locsl goveraments, and legiclsiive officers
remzin to be votaed for.

In this plan of secrst voiing wilk, I think, be fowid the simplest and wost
effective way of preventing the corrupt use of moaey in electionsj; vet there
gre obther things which suggest themselves in this cénnection. It iz impopsikle
to erxewine the subject witbhout having the greet problem of mnicipsl gOV&fﬂm&at
present iteelf. Here, in Ben Francizco, the practices of buying voles, of
colonizing end repesting, bave firdt shown themselves in the contssgts for
municipsl offiess, and to the same source may be trazced the worst manifesta-
tiens of the convention system. ESome reform we mmst meke in our mmicipsal
systern, or we shall soon Tind oursslves in The condition frow which the
people of ¥ew York ers now making such strenvous efforts to extricats them~
gelves = a conditien tewsrd which a2ll ouwr Amevican cities have been for
gone time steadily drifting. 1t mev be that some chavges in the structurs
of cur mmicinel goverament would be sufficient fo cure the grossest of these
eﬁiihg ar iﬁ mey be that the wroblem can be uliimetel: lved oply by such
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every thing that will come under Plato!s definiticn of & man.
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ould certainly curitail the sums collected from oulsids ies, znd male
more difficult to raise assessments on the salzries of tﬁ.me in ofiics,
ile it would glve to the candidates be‘et by strikers s sulficient resason
for resisting the demands of that very large clas 38y Woo ghame the money oud
of their victim by prefacing their demands with e statement of the work they
have Cone, or are about doing, for his beaefit. Any thing which will resduce
thz amount of money used in elections is & real gain. In cudbbing off the
supplies, we are cutting off that without which corruption can not existh.
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At lesst one of our Journals ssserts thaet tﬁ@f@ is no woral wroong in buying
votes, in bribing legisletors, or in peying corrupblon mones mut
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that the crime i s8ll ou the side of those who asy the bribss. The opinion

thus boldly svowed 1z, unforbunstely, too prevalsnt, Th@ poor snd st
laborer, who sellg his voble, df esleemed & miservable wrebtch, bubt the #ho
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of this kind - which too generslly guides the acilons in polities of even
good men - is nob that which will give us reform, bub is a morality which
will rapidly give way to lower sentiments. A respected citizen raises in
lew York $100,000 with which te corrupt the voters of Peapevivenis in a

iccal election, snd 1s rewarded by tasspprobation of hie {riends and a
lucrative office. It is only in the natural order of things that his
suceessor should be a swindling shoddy conbractor, who has raised & purse with
which to buy the President & pleasure-houss.

The great trouble in our polities is, that, for the success of our psrties
(and which, to many of us, represert notning higher than our vrejudices), we
are willing to condone c¢rime znd wiak at corruption; to sacrifice, for a
temporary success, that which is greater then parties, and more important than
eny principle they mey hold. There is need of a higher sentiment. Withous it,
there is no hope of reform; but we must flowmder aleng, from bad te worse,
every step t&x_ng us deeper inte the slough of corruption and meking extrication
more dgiificounlt. ’



Yet, this wiaking at corruption is poor policy, =n when geugesd by the
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Ts it not time that a b ganbtiment were cultivabes
wffort to check curmeﬁaaﬁ maa@? Already, the “ufiﬁa*

Francisco hold bhe balsnce of powsr; and slresdy, ia the Stabts at larges, the
Peoln vobe® Is gulficient to declide, 1@&&? Jayy # ﬁaﬁiag? in which warties
sre neairly evenlty balsnced. Usnless eneys iigesse is
certain to rapldly spread, for coryuption runs %h tic like
poison through the blood. The remsrkable increase vobe,
shown at the last vwactwaﬁg is a2 metter of commen who have
sounded the lower depths of pelitics; and, utnlsss 5 can be
found and spplied, the incresse at the next slact T3 '
mere merked., BEvery dollar peid out this year to
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vobtes, will cause a demend for sddiblonel dollars nex
sold his vobte this time will, i slive and on in
a purchaser next time; and with him are p
seen, by his swsmple, how eagy 1t is fo a few doliars, without work,
or ths gacrifice of sny thing tangible; while politicisns will have greater
op to believs that the succesz of thelr pariy depends principelly wupon
i
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prevails far too generally to be wholesone.

e are, in Ffact, repidly nearing

soberly mf the prapriety of puitting vy

the money they would bring inilo the guDlL@ tfnaqu?y. ﬁlreadys many official
positions sre virtuslily bought: in very manycases, lar more money is spent

to obtain elsctive offices tnan the salaries amount to, and we are not with-
out instemeess in which individusles o into politics as Shey would go into

any oiher business,alter a shrewd csloulstion sg to whet thely capital will
vield, il invested in primeries, nominating comventions, and votes. OF
course, the monsy & paid, ultizately, by the psople with high
interest. Witn the excepbion of offices consids honor -~ such
tﬁ@ GOV WHOTﬁhlp of ﬁh@ and the Mayoraiiy of ises - men do
£ %*arvaﬁ or their friends, mvnby wirich they do mot
to get back. It is alrsady becoming very
m“ﬂ} snd very unprofitable for an honest man, to rur
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lence, in tha minds of the best Gf meni. The knaw
113 of ability snd af & regsyra for the publl

Lled ourss, ot t = hack those who can
5 recognition tra% s

;cilv wprig

the vopular cens
it is pot the 4
whaeh as

1Lu@?bl§g Lo

1t is true, thet political corvoption, of sll kinds,
of Cappadocis lsid the Tortone and
supplying the army of Constantine with poor bacon at
long ages before; snd it iz true, that in the CﬁWﬂt?y
is unsarsst to us, electlon bribery has assw
nrobably never reach nere, In England, &350 has b
single vole, in & parilismenisry cl@ﬁtzang anG biha
 havs ﬂ@u¢ﬁ1fep reachad 106,000 The pgreatest znd b
szt A% ne sin to purchase voled in o eon
igeu,WLLbQVfﬁ the snti-glavery apostle 3 tﬁ
hideous traffic in Qﬁmdﬁ flesh and blood, first went
ﬁi% slection cost him nearly £9,000, he having parobassd t
{ from 2 to &5 splecs, evading z@a iaw by deferring pavmaﬁﬁ watil

tn& election. When, in 1807, the Bet Indis nabobs mede
in Torkshire, the awpensess of ithe three candidstes were ]
E500,000 - 8 gum which, mesgured by cur sbandsrds, Is probab
£2,500,000.  But we should aim, not to do no worse than auger
dens, but Lo do & great desl betisr. And though, with all 3
corraption, the Government of Zngland has besen Qﬁaﬁ&h v ”G@ﬁy and BES
ggual in purity and ststesmanship Lo our own, it does not Fellow Tﬁ_ﬁ the
evil will work no grsater ﬁd?m here. For it must be rewewbersd thet the
Gowerament of Englsnd is - and has been, har ewhent - Lhe govsliie
t of & class, nob of ths werL@y and tistinctions of hereditary
snd cagte Mﬁaﬂh mrevail thers ezercise a strong comnservative influesnce
inat, ab lengt, the more wulgar foras ol 1 sgislative and adminlstrative
reunbiony for aristocracy, like slavery, bresds in the supericr ranks its
3

¥
uas, 88 well ms ilts vices.
The Upper House of the British Legislature has always been filled by right
of birth, or by favor of the Crown; end, in the Lower House, for gests in
which such enormous sums have bwmm.pazay the majority of mewmbers have alweys
A e, in fact, only
D foriune, whe
s hi Parliamaat merely ag a matter oi prlde or dlﬁtlﬂﬁaiﬁﬂy end if neotb
themselves of the ruling classes, were desirous of conforming to the gtandards
instituted by the habiis of thought of the majority. Ouwr form of Government,
on toe contrary, derives none of i1ts support from the tracitions of an
sristosrecy or hieravchy, but rests on the broad base cf the people. It is
vastly better, on this account, if there be popular intelligence and populer
virtue; but corruption is to it more dangerous. The men who would here pay
aalf & milllon for a seat in Congress, or in a State Legielature, WGU«@ do
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