


" DBCLARATION OF PRINCIPLES -

JEFFERSONIAN DEMOCRATS OF GREATER NEW YORK

——

Wz, democrats of Greater New York, in masgs
meeting assembled do reaffirm our’ adherence to
the creed bf demecracy as set forth in the plaA:-
fm adepted by the national convention of the
' dmwmﬁcparﬁym Gkaeaga J«aly&) 1896; we da-
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\ve Point, in oorrobo tion of thls behef to the
faeb \‘,bdt the mere promulgatlon of these  doc-
trmes drove from the democratic party those who,
fm corrupt, mereeua.ry 6r ambitious ends, had
str;;vén to make it a menace to the rights and
llbertles of the people rather than their defender.
We declare that since the so-called regular
democratic organizations of Greater New York
ane in "defiance .of precedent and in. cowardly
subjectxon to the undemocratic forces of monopoly
e~ and gorru trw,eglfh, refused to reaffirm the Cp}f_
. €ago, pla.tform, o1, to make a single reference to
' 'v these_\ eardr')" il principles of democracy whlch
' ‘.egl Since the time of Thomas Jeffer-
son, there i3 no, regular democratlc can,dlgate for
\Ia.yor of Greater New York now in nomination,
nor,q,wﬂl be until after the candidate chosen by .
* this meéting . shall have accepted the trust which
“swe shall lay upon him.

We send our greetmg ‘to the gallant lea.del of
the democratic party, William ‘Jennings Bryan,
a.nd we applaud the earnestness of purpoge, the

1udom1table courage and the fidelity to the prin-

uples of-his party which have made him' a beacon

: to which democrats may turn with conﬁdence for

o-mdance and for light when leaders about them
N waver or desert. '

. . o We deelale the true purpose of government to

- be the malntenance of -that sacred right of prop-

elty wﬁioh gives to every one opporiunity to

employ his labor and security that he shall enjoy

vrlt“ fruits; to prevent the strong from oppressing

;'the weak and the unscrupnlous from robhing the

honeet and to do for the equal benefit of all

. such thmgs as can be’ better done by organized

/ f_.eoolety than _by individuals; and we aim ;at the

r\,abohtlon .ot all laws which give to any cla,SS of
¢itizens advanta.des either judicial, financial, in-
“ dastrial or- pohtrcal that are -not equally shared
by all othelg
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" We declare that the functions of street railway
trangportationy the lighting of the streets and
homes of the people, whether by gas or electric-

iy, the carriage of the people by ferries abou};;
the waterways of Greater New York, the facili-

tation of the interchange of speech by tele-
phones or telegraphs, are all purely munici-

- pal functions, things which - can better De

done by organized: society than by individ-
nals;: we- insist that the preseni‘, system of
delegating: these functions to corporations has
resulted in a heavy sacrifice of public-wealth and.
convenience, the practice of extortion upon eiti-,
zens compelled to enlist the services of these-cor-.
porations, and the creation of powerful monied:

~—— ——interests which, enjoying rich public grants, sys-—

tematically employ every art of corruption in
politics to control the city government for their
own profit. We declare it, then, essential to the
purification of politics and to the protection of
the citizen against taxation, which is none the
less compulsory because collected by private cor-
porations for private profit, that the street rail-
. ways, gas and electric lighting plants, ferries,

'  telephones ‘and telegraphs of Greater New York
should be owned by the people and administered

by and for the people.
Recognizing the need for some immediate re-
lisf.for the- citizens fromr the extortions of cor-

porations enjoying munieipé.l monopolies, we
demand the compulsory reduétion by the law-
making power of the State of the price of gas to
one dollar or less per thousand feet, and -of street

i

car fares to a just and reasonable poing. =
~ Greater New York, stupendous in population,

~ magnifcent 3In_wealth, 'enjoying a situation jof

unparalleled natural bea,uty,’wth_e gateway to a
continent which is endowed with unsurpassed
natural resources, should be in il respects worthy
of its sitqation and its place among the great,
_ cities of the world. We hold it is the duty of
the authorities of 4 m unicipality to make it beau-

tiful as well-as clean, safe and healthful. We

point to the fact that if the city representing all
t]?e people is poorer by far than a few of its peo-
ple, it is because from the public treasury has
been diverted wealth which justly belongs to all,
but whikch has unrighteously been given to the
fow. We believe that the reassumption of thig
wealth through wise, equitable and scientific tax-
ation will provide a fund which may be employed
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in the extension of the city’s park area, in the
beautifying of its]water front, in the broadening
and adornment of its streets, in the multiplica—

tion of its libraries, museums and institutions for '
fhe free education of its citizens. We declare

" that such a system of taxation will enhance the.

material prosperity of the individual citizen while
vastly increasing the“number of public conven-
iences which the people in the aggregate will

enjoy. And we promise that the success of our

nominee will mark the beginning of the effort to

. secure_for all the people]that access to beauty

and to education now enjoyed only by the

———yyeatthy few, and the creation of a morelwealthy,

more; refined, more beautiful and mofe cen-
fented,”as well as a Greater New York. "
Every denial to a municipality of the fullest
right of self-government results in encroach-
ment upon_the liberties of the citizen. The evil
of the domination of Greater New York by law-
makers who are not residents of that city, and by
a legislative body which exists to govern a State
and;not a municipality,we emphatically denounce,
and we point_to the Raines excise law as a typical
outgrowth of that evil. By that law the liberty.
of the citizen is invaded, gross discrimination is
made between the rich and the poor,as liguor deal-
ers and as liquor users equally, a premium is put
on hypocrisy, and vice is encouraged. And de-
manding emphatically the™repeal of “this law, we

- demand equally the repeal of all laws which, like

it, deny the fullest individual liberty to all
Deploring © Wlt"h” full’"hearts “the massacre at
Hazleton, Pa., of a score of hwmkmgmen who
were shot downZfor - exercising ~their natural
right_to use_the public_highways forJorderly pro-
cession, we call the attention of the people of
NewXYork_ to the fact that]the execrable perver-
sion of law by which™that”bloody deed was given
a hollow semblance” of ] legality” exists equally in

this’ c1ty "“"We demand 1ecogn1t10n of the “right H o

TeBPIe, 10 assemble peaceably, to use the

: streets'for ‘orderly passage in throngs as well as

individually, and to speak]as"they will theZpolit-
ical convictions which possess them. And espe-
ciallyldo we denounce’the’interference with these
rights by the ‘mandatory order of’a court, issued

“*after an ex parfe hearing, -and the disregard of

which results in the denial to the citi"gen who
has assertedhis”historic "rights, 'opportunity ‘to
defend’ himself “before "a jury “of his ] peers,




Whether exercised by a_Federal or a State court,
government by injunction is hateful, un-Amer-

- ican, and in flagrant violation of the "principles

of individual]liberty which our forefathers de-
fended with their blood wherever despotism was
combated with the sword.

And ﬁnally we declare that thisTmass meetmg

. was made necessary by the“denlaluto the people

of ‘the right of self- -government 'by men who,
having seized the machinery of the democratic
party 'orgamzatlon believed “themselves “able to
dictate to_the citizens of Greater'New York net
only their rulers, but the very political questions
with which theyﬁméy"‘occupy ‘their thoughts.
We are here to demonstrate that what democrats
shall or'shall not think and speak of is not to be
determined on English race tracks, nor in secret

conclaves of ~ self-constltuted " bosses.™ We are
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“here to declare that only by wresting control of
the democratic party from the hands of the paid
agents of monopolistic millionaires ¢can the city
control the corporations, and not the corporations
the city. No ticket nominated in an ‘undemo-
cratic way can be a democratic tlck&t no decla-
ration of prlnmples cunningly- devnwd: to-méet
the petty political needs of the moment can be
democratic. We pledge ourselves to restore to
the individual that right of political initiative
and action which long has been denied him in
this city, and we proffer our declaration of princi-
ples ‘and our cand_idates as thoge of the Jeffer-
sonian 'Dem“()‘ch"acy of New York.
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