MANIFESTO OF THE GEORGIST LIBERAL PARTY

To the peaple of the Republie and to Georgist hodies in foreign coun-
tries:

The National Gircle of the Georgist Liberal Party, at an extraordinary
meeting held in its premises at Buenos Aires on the fourth of May, 1926,
resolved to medify the character of its activities by abandoning. political
action so that the society might concentrate itself henceforth upon the tea-
ching and expounding the ideas which have animated the Party sinece the
date of its formation, 4th april, 1921, Our Party continues, thvsg transfor-
med info a new body called the Georgist Liberal Society.

The principle determining motives of this resolution are twofold:

The first is that our ideas have in a marked degree peneirated the
intelligence of the most culiured men among those who give special ai-
tention to public affairs, to such a point indeed that governments af va-
rious political complexions address themselves to carrying ount, and indeed
do carry out, reforms inspired by the Georgist ideas, to whose teaching
we are dedicated. The most notable effect in this direction is the thorough
evolution already abundantly manifest in the leaders of the Socialist Party
which, commenced by the adoption of the typieal propositions of the old
liberalism such as freetrade, a rational monetary system and free compe-
tition, has gone on not only to apprehend many of the errors of Marxism,
arriving gradually at a recognition of the true purpose of the division of
the world inte seperate States and the maintenance of an armed force,
and has at last arrived at the adoption of the principles of the new libe-
ralism, namely the concentration of taxation inle a iax on the value of
land, apart from improvements, and the mecessity of distinguishing, be-
iween capifal and privilege (formerly confused and rolled up in the im-
proper appeliation of sbourgeoisie: or of scapitalism«), and finally regisfe-
red in & recent and authorised manifesto its decision to maintain private
capital while combatting gigantic privileged plutocracies (arbitrarily created
by the law) which in the eyes of the uninformed ublic continue to be con-
founded with true productive capital.

Seeing that this great recreative process means in fact adhesion to the
esgsentials of the Georgist liberal doctrine, we no longer see any object in
‘maintaining an organization for fighting elections when there is a much
-larger and longer organized Party coming to the defence of pur own prin-
ciples, and which reshaped by viriue of a just observation and appreciation
of the numercus social experiments carried out in many counfries since
the great war and of a better theorctical enlightenment of its leaders with
regard to the social problem (to which we are happy to have contributed)
-has proved itself gifted with a praiseworthy capacity for learning and

unlearning, making its party deserving of much confidence as an efficient
factor of social betterment. The perception that the land question is the
main and indeed the only (and the whole of) the social question has already
taken root also among many other sincerely progressive and culiured
elements. :

The secend important motive which determines our resolution is the
systematic silence used against our ideas by the metropolitan press having
the widest circulation and, with scarce and not very moticeable excepiions,
by all the press of the couniry. In this war of silence we have met a
pracitically insuperable obstacle to electoral progress; althoug indeed it is
certain that the press or any other force is impotent to strangle the progress
of true and for reaching ideas, such as those of George, i is none the less
certain that without being broadecast in periodicals of wide circulation they
cannot rapidly reach the mass of the common people who lack sufficient
means and critical faculties to obtain political information and knowledge
ather, than that which is purveyed to them daily by the newpapers. And
as it is the masses who form the great volume of the electorate, the evolu-
tionary process of their enlightenment thus proceeds more slowly than
the imporiance of our work deserves. For the present therefore will be more
efficacious to concenirate our resources on doctrinal propagande without
dissipating them on electoral contest showing little resulf.




The conspiracy of silence of the great (psendo-independent) papers un-
doubtedly serves the purpose of maintaining the continnance of the mon-
strous privilege of the landlords on which is founded the economic slavery
of the workers, and it is easily explained by the fast that most of the pro-
prietors of the great daily papers helang to the landlord class ....

We have pleasure on the other hand in proclaiming, for the b.onour
of Argentine democracy and for the special information of Georgist Societies
in foreign countries, that so far as the mational authorities are concerned
we have always met with all the puarantees of free action and respect for
our ideas which correspond with the aims ef a truly republican government,

The think alse that, in view of the distrust felt by the common people
with regard to even the most noble political aetion (a distrust caused by
the nndoubted corruption which took place formerly and centinuesatpresent,
althoug there is daily improvement), our exhortations, which will be un-
ceasing, in order to incite and revive belief in sane and indispensable poli-
tieal action on the part of the peaple under the protection of our excellent
Constitution and Elecioral Law, will be better listened to and understood
if we propagate them from a position which gxclud_es the suspicion of
serving merc electoral ends, '

We continue firm then in our conviction that the emancipation of the
workers cannot be accomplished except by the intelligent political action of
the workers themselves, as we have always taught. The Russian experience
has practically and conclucively demonstrated the brezkdown of communism,
collectivism and co-operative systerns under present conditions, as also the
occupation of the Ttalian factories by the workers organizations has shown
plainly the necessity of directive ability, and it is very likely that the

present great English strike will put and end to the superstition that indi-
vidualistic economy can be abolished by strikes or the present position of the
workers improved or indeed preserved. We reaffirm our correction in the
Libera! prineiple which the disciples of Henry Gecrge have rejuvenated
and completed; we fight and shali resisi every attempt to enslave the
individual by any kind of diciatorship whether it be feudal theocraiic,
military or communist; we reject paternalism in government, since all that
we require of the State is the firm mainienance of order, justice and the
republican guarantees of individual liberty and rightful property. We
mainiain responsibility for alt that the Liberal Georgist Party has sub-
scribed fo since the day when it launched its initial manifesto of basic
principles in which we find nothing to amend for on the controus the
events and lessons of the years that have since passed have served to
ratify each onme of those principles. They continue to be the basis of our
programime.

With the object of prosecuting the diffusion of Georgist doctrines, coin-
ciding with the widest concepts of sound liberalisin, (which various lessons,
suffered by many who used to despise it, have happily rehabilitated) we
invite all concienticus and well meaning men, independently of whatever
other political action they may held it fitling to participate in individually,
{0 join our ranks in order to carry on the eause which found in our couniry

* & man, Bernardine Rivadavia a precursor of genius the most noble, pro-
found, scientific, and eloquent of evangels in the works of Henry George.

For the executive Committee
C. Villalnbos Dominguez, President. Wiltredo Sola, General Secretary.
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