CHAPTER XVI
THE PSYCHOLOGY OF CAPTIVITY

Slaves of the Vineyard of Monopoly.

Imprisoned by land monopoly, what time superstition
holds their fellows in thrall, captains of industry seek to
overtake the devastation and poverty of society by in-
tensive production. For a long time their efforts appear
to be successful, but misfortune overtakes and dogs their
footsteps.

To those who clearly see the road to freedom, mankind
in the mass learns so slowly that the day of liberation seems
afar off. It seems as though every idol in the paradise of
fools must be cracked up and pulverised by the opera-
tion of Natural Law before bruised Humanity consciously
recognises the Rule of the Land.

James Watt, who invented the modern steam engine at
the end of the eighteenth century, was aware of the hostile
environment surrounding new ventures. In a letter dated
April 17, 1786, he wrote to his partner Boulton disapproving
of the action of an assistant in showing the new child of
progress to those who reap and do not sow.

He said: * Everything which renders us conspicuous
should be avoided; let us be content with doimg, John
Rennie no doubt has vanity to indulge as well as us, but
he should be curbed and the bad consequences pointed
out to him. Dukes and lords and noble peers will not
be his best customers.”

It was at this period when, before the French Revolution,
the Physiocrats, Quesnay, Le Mercier de la Riviére, Turgot
and others, were endeavouring to liberate France by means
of the Subvention Territoriale. Alas! came along the Red
Terror, and the perishing people, who had not learnt their
lesson and who were attacked by aberrated ‘rescuers”
from without, wandered into aimless mazes with the halter
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of superstition round their necks, in due course to be harnessed
by the tyrant Napoleon to the car of imperialism.

Watt, like Adam Smith and other enlightened Englishmen,
was fired by the enthusiasm of the French patriots, and in
a letter of February 1o, 1787, to his friend I’Abbé Colonne,
expressing admiration of the way the Controlleur-Général
proposed to simplify taxation, said, “ But that part of our
patriots who are not over-liberal fear that he will, by frecing
your commerce and agriculture from its shackles, make
France too rich and too great for the welfare of Britain and
its trade. We argue otherwise, for we say that if these
measures contribute to increase your manufactures or
commerce, that our Government will be obliged to lay aside
the erroneous part of their system, and free our manufactures
from their grievances, and that the richer France becomes,
the better customer she can be to Britain, and that at the
worst, if no change of system is adopted here, and our trade
becomes ruined by the aggrandisement of yours, that you
will have made France so desirable a country that all active
men, who are not rooted to the soil like so many vegetables,
will remove thither, and help to make it still greater, leaving
our tyrannical landhclders to pay the National Debt, to
eat their own corn, and muddle their undertaking with
their own ale.”

The inventor referred to a small treatise on the subject
of taxation “ which I composed in a fit of rage at the imposi-
tion of several new taxes on manufactures : but which I have
reason to believe was productive of no good effects, so
infatuated is our Government in its endeavours to kill the
hen which lays the golden eggs, and so tenacious are our
landed gentlemen of what they call property, reckoning us
poor mechanics no better than the slaves who cultivate
their vineyards. . . .”

Modern Intensive Production.

The story of the farmers, who fondly imagined that as
the domestic pets of the predatory landlords they would not
be devoured, is being repeated in the case of the artisans and
craftsmen, who became manufacturers, miners, shipbuilders
and traders, employing the reservoir of landless wage
slaves at minimum wages. These latter were thus enabled



THE PSYCHOLOGY OF CAPTIVITY 807

at odd moments and in varying degrees to improve their
condition.

Wealth producers are naturally impelled to co-operate,
because in production twenty men working in fellowship
produce more than twenty men working singly. There
is a constant tendency to satisfy desire by the expenditure
of the minimum of effort, so that compulsory co-operation
is an anomaly. In any system requiring compulsion, self-
interest is extinguished and the full benefits of co-opera-
tive effort are not secured. Slave labour at all times is
inefficient and unsatisfactory, and impulsion can always
outrun compulsion.

The invention of the steam engine enabled private
enterprise to get a start upon the elastic barrier of the land
profiteer, and for a time substantial benefits accrued to manu-
facturers and other wealth producers employed intensively.
It marked the birth of the so-called middle class, the continued
existence of which now seems imperilled.

As in the case of the farmers, who introduced the Dutch
methods of agriculture, the natural co-operation of craftsmen
in manufacture who introduced steam-power has decayed
into compulsory industrial slavery. Leadership within the
closing barriers of the land blockade has-deteriorated into
slave-ownership.

Manufacturing Tantamount to the Intensive Cultiva-
tion of the Land.

Under the guiding influence of human thought and
action, the raw materials taken from the earth by the miners
and quarrymen are transformed into new and useful forms
by the manufacturer, much as the intensive market gardener
grows flowers, fruit and vegetables, The potentially stored
up, and the kinetic heat and light of the sun, are as potent
and necessary for the “ growing ” of houses, bridges, ships
and locomotives as in the culture of cabbages.

Raw materials can only come from the carth, thatis to say,
from the soil, the air or the water upon the surface of the
earth. There is nowhere else than upon the earth that
the process of converting raw materials into manufactured
forms can be carried on. Houses can only be erected upon
it, trains can only run upon it, and shippers and traders
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must have stations and sites for mooring berths, wareho
and offices of administration.

All wealth producers, and those who serve and depend
upon them, work upon land in the economic sense, 1pon
materials drawn from the land, sometime, somewhere,
somehow. Even the “ Johnnies-head-in-air,” who have
not wit enough to realise the importance of their relaﬂo_nshlp
to the earth, come themselves from the only source of riches,
and are returned to it after they have ceased from their
protestations. Nor can they take away with them the
title to their own honest labour, nor the robbery of that their
fellows are justly entitled to.

The superstition that a few may own the source and mother
of wealth, to which labour is the husband, and that these few
may compel all others to pay tribute to them for life, is an
adequate cause for the huddling of people into slums, the
depopulation of the country-side, the unemployment and
poverty of the would-be industrious, and the monstrous
inequalities threatening the very existence of civilisation
such as it is.

uses

The Effect of Vested Ignorance upon the Production
of Goods.

Property in land is not like property in goods, because
an assumption of absolute ownership in land on the part
of any personis a perpetual denial of the equal right of others
tolive. Consider the effect upon employment and production
of the power given to the landed monopolist to withhold
the use of land for way-leaves, either by blank refusal or
conditional upon the payment of exorbitant ‘“ dead rent,”
indemnities and legal costs, and payment of royalties.

In agriculture, one thousand men debarred from growing
food-stuffs does not begin and end in one thousand men being
unemployed on gardens and farms. It means also that
hundreds of others, who would otherwise have transported,
manufactured and retailed the articles made from the cereals,
fruit and vegetables grown by these labourers, had they
been allowed, are debarred from earning a living. Similarly,
in the primary industries of coal and oil winning, the mining
of metals, quarrying and clay getting, there are far-reaching
effects to follow when labour is debarred or restricted by the
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toll-gates of privilege in its application to the source of
riches.

Not only is one industry, say engineering, irrevocably
dependent upon mining, agriculture and all other industries
for prosperity, but individuals with useful services to offer for
the conservation of happiness in exchange for goods and other
services must go short when access to land is denied to
industry by the vested ignorance of the community. Doctors
who care for the health of the body, ministers and teachers
who devote themselves to the training of the mind and the
building of character, musicians and dramatists who amuse,
delight and instruct, are rendered idle or are poorly paid,
along with clerks, draughtsmen, designers and chemists.

Some slight conception of the effect is given when a strike
or lock-out takes place in a primary industry like coal-mining.
Such a temporary disturbance in the great body of industry
is like the ever-widening circles produced by a stone thrown
into a pond, which in time reach and disturb areas far away.
But whereas a strike or lock-out creates a temporary disturb-
ance in industry, the continuing wrong in land tenure creates
a permanent, universal, malignant disturbance in production,
which tends gradually to get worse, and which cannot be
gauged in its great extent because there is no peaceful
prosperity to measure it by.

The Effect of Vested Ignorance upon the Production
of Ills.

It is not surprising, in the circumstances, that although
the power-loom has reinforced handwork, that the steam
shovel and motor-plough have assisted the spade, that the
electric crane has been put alongside the hand winch, that
although wealth production in its multifarious intensifica-
tions has been introduced into every direction, yet the masses
of wage and salaried slaves have not obtained anything
like commensurate benefit in lightened toil and anxiety.

The wealth producers, whether leaders or rank and file,
have not more leisure than before these inventions existed,
but less, because ““it is the pace that kills.” They, not
less than those who have the miserable leisure of unemploy-
ment thrust upon them, are not able to aspire to higher
things in the pursuit of happiness. For relaxation they fly to
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mental and physical intoxications, and, strained by overwork,
pursue transient excitements in error for enduring happiness.

In spite of the ingenuity expended in labour-saving
devices, little children are yet called upen to toil when they
should be occupied in healthy games or in the joyous cultiva-
tion of their awakening physical and intellectual powers.
Women prematurely lose their health and comeliness in soul-
and-body destroying drudgery or atrophy into social molluscs
and vampires.

Industry rarely accumulates happiness for the mellow
ripening of old age, but rather ills which overburden worn-out
lives, filling anxious decline with deepening shadows of
misery. The less fortunate have to be supported by their
children, which is unnatural, or they are scantily assisted
with State doles to exist in the earthly hell of humiliation.

Labour-saving devices, instead of lightening human toil,
have only made available a greater reservoir from which is
drawn the crazy sacrifices of aberrated intelligence. Instead
of profuse production in the “‘ key industries "’ of peace by
speedy and thorough methods we have therefore profuse
production in the “key industries” of war. Poison gas,
shells, torpedoes, guns, battleships, aerial bombing machines
increase at a greater rate than food, clothing, houses, utensils,
gardens and services necessary for human happiness.

Many who build houses for others live overcrowded in
hovels themselves ; many who produce food for their fellows
have famished dependents; and many fabricators of fine
raiment are themselves and families clothed shabbily. Many
makers of furniture and household requisites have them-
selves to go without, and although they produce for others
with such wonderful facility, the vast majority of hand and
brain workers in present circumstances cannot command
for themselves the desirable commodities they fashion with
the materials provided with such profusion by Nature.

Nevertheless, these are the inevitable consequences of
the land blockade, which creates niggardly production and
the unemployment which results in forced labour sales.

Trade Unions and Craft Guilds.
All craftsmen feel the terrible consequences which arise
from the one-sided competition of men for jobs, but few
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know why this unnatural competition exists. Even the
followers of Karl Marx in the workshops, feeling far remote
from the land, fail to realise the significance of his most
important statement : *‘ The basis of modern Capitalism is
the expropriation of the labourer from the soil.” (Das Kapital,
last chapter.)

Trade unionists and craftsmen in the past, instead of
seeking to abolish the unjust system, thought that the iniquity
of property in land was only an unimportant part of social
maladjustments. They have therefore largely wasted their
energies in vain collective bargaining for higher wages and
shorter hours of labour.

They have always been defeated, even when apparently
they were most successful, because, just as in virtue of the
‘““corner ”’ made by land monopoly taxes can be handed
down upon industry, so likewise any general improvement in
industrial conditions is absorbed by restriction of supplies
and higher prices in the already straitened market. This
process is finally reflected in higher rents, higher taxes of
Government to aid law and order against a disappointed
proletariat, and greater “ profits” to monopolists who
flourish owing to the land blockade, within which barrier the
“ vicious circle ” moves.

By means of the limitation of those permitted to learn a
trade, together with artificial restriction of output, trade
unionists struggled to keep their wages almost level in
purchasing power during the fifteen years prior to the Great
War, but in the same period the unskilled labourer found
that commodities were put increasingly further out of the
reach of his purchasing power. Indeed, in general, food prices
rose concurrently twice as fast as wages, and the condition
of the unskilled labourer became pitiable in the extreme.

The Minimum Wage Myth and the Sham Housing
Scheme,

It may be forgivable for unthinking people, like children,
who in a railway train think it is the landscape which moves,
to fancy that good wages is the cause of high prices, but
it is difficult to repress a feeling of contempt for * Liberal "’
reformers, and even Labour representatives, who endeavoured
to fix wages.according to the cost of living. It became
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fashionable, for those who believe that kindness can be put
in the place of justice, to measure to the nearest farthing
the cost of maximum bearable domestic discomfort, and
to associate themselves with a “ National Minimum Wage ”
policy and an alms-" Housing Scheme.”

Highbrowed politicians and super-writers upon economics
really thought it was necessary to dispense charity to the
indispensable labourer to enable him to subsist. They
were deaf to the call of Justice.

Subsequent to the signing of Peace in Versailles, the
“ Great Charter of Labour ” has been put forward as a
plank of the League of Nations enthusiasts, some of whom
thought that an ' International Minimum Wage” might
be fixed. Others, sublimely innocent of the true state of
affairs, joined hands with the delighted monopolists of every
country. The well-intentioned ideal is a system of tariffs
arranged by the League, so that the cost of living may be
kept the same in every country, mainiaining the existing
standard of living.

“He passionately desired an international comity of
goodwill, but while he wished this country to be an asylum
to persons from foreign countries, he desired protection
from spies. He was aware of the danger of blackleg cheap
foreign labour, and he appealed to the Home Secretary to
take steps to maintain the standard of living of the British
workmen.” (Mr. Ben Tillett in the House of Commons.)
Mr. Ben Tillett was doubtless misled by appearances. It
is incredible that a Labour Member should deliberately imply
that the labour of his workmates was overpaid and that
foreign spies might discover this awkward fact!

Hatred of the Foreigner and the Employer.

Not seeing that poverty arises from the embargoes put
upon free production in their own country, there is a tendency
for trade unionists to attribute their misfortunes to other
things. They frequently, and in varying degree, blame
foreign competition for low wages, and distrust and dislike
the foreigner accordingly, and at the same or at other times
blame their employers for selfishness in paying such low
wages, forgetting that employers compete severely with each
other for work as the employees of customers.
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How employment and wages of industry can be increased
in the long run by the reduction of the number of employers,
which happens when the foreign customer is excluded by
preventing him from paying for commodities and services
in return, is possible only in the hallucinations of economic
enclosure.

Federations, Trusts and Rings.

Employers in an evenly balanced society would earn
profits or wages which would represent the due reward of
their industry. Living, on the contrary, within the same
hostile environment due to the land blockade as their fellow-
producers, the trade unionists ; their federations, combines,
trusts and rings acquire the same malignant characteristics
as the unions in the unnatural struggle for existence.

While the original intention of such leagues may have
been to favour beneficial co-operation in trade and commerce,
they are gradually forced by circumstances into oblique
directions, to their ultimate disadvantage.

This tendency is accelerated by taxation according to
‘* ability to pay,” which in the endeavour to pass on causes
them to restrict still further the already * short supply ”
and in concert to plunder the consumer. But since we
cannot hurt others without hurting ourselves, in militating
against the consumer the combinations of employers and
unions of employees find the struggle for existence harder
as time goes on. Crises recur from time to time in which
there is “ overproduction” duve to underconsumption,
because the producers themselves are consumers of each
other’s products, deprived by circumstances of the power
to purchase.

Moreover, the leagues and unions do not collaborate to
improve production and exchange to the advantage of
industry as a whole. They contend with each other, and
league preys upon league, as union jostles with union in
the losing game of “ beggar my neighbour " for everyone.

Economic Aberrations.

Like the trade unionists in general, the federationists
are in the main obsessed with the fallacy that the “ means
of production " is capital, and that wages, salaries and other
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profits come in some mysterious way out of capital. They
do not comprehend that all wealth is the product of hand
and brain or mind applied to land in some form or other,
and they do not recognise sufficiently clearly that in a great
measure what is returned in their balance sheets as ““ capital
assets "’ is as substantial as the foam of the sea.

In their philosophy of economics it is not tanght that
real capital in the form of buildings, machinery and stock-
in-trade is employed by labour, but—weirdest of doctrines |—
that capital employs labour.

Under the influence of this superstition, which is of the
psychology of captivity, it is difficult for them to believe
that when labourers, skilled and unskilled, including crafts-
men, clerks, draughtsmen, salesmen, travellers, managers,
foremen and directors, receive the just reward of their
industry in economic free competition, there would be true
co-partnership, in which each producer would have a fair
share in the possession of the farms, factories and circulatory
services. In such a case there would be no outside bond-
holders or usurious so-called capitalists, but each business
would become a co-operative one, possessed by the persons
engaged in it or serving them.

In the economic enclosure of restricted opportunity and
niggardly production of goods it is hard for the captives,
wriggling to escape from the horrible consequences of
cut-throat competition, to believe that competition in
economic freedom with equality of opportunity for all is
enjoyable. It does not easily come within the field ot
their narrow vision that such competition is the healthy
rivalry of emulation making for progress, prosperity and
happiness—is indeed co-operation to serve consumers.

Secondary Capitalistic Monopolies.

All capitalistic monopolies have their origin in the
slavery arising out of land monopoly. Beginning in honest
husbandry, manufacture or commerce, wealth concentration,
due to the exploitation of the dispossessed, leads to the
establishment of powerful commercial magnates. It was
so in the case of the Merchant Princes of Italy, of the
Hanseatic League, and it is to-day of the Big Five Meat
Trust of Chicago and the great banking amalgamations,
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Many of these monopolies are ‘‘ vertical ”’ trusts, that
is to say, their power is enirenched doubly, because they
monopolise mineral deposits in the earth by the acquire-
ment of “rights” and governmental ‘ concessions” over
the public domain. The Standard Oil Trust holds extensive
tracts of oil-bearing regions, obtained by the coalescing of
many other companies and the ‘‘ freezing ” out of others.
By closing up wells to restrict supply, the trust is enabled
to tax and plunder the consumer. They can do this because,
paying no rent to the public, it costs nothing to hold valuable
oil-bearing land out of use.

The power of the Steel Trust is due in a great measure
to an exclusive possession of coal and ore deposits, the
working of which they restrict and control for the purpose
of obtaining profiteering prices from consumers. The in-
creasing difficulty in obtaining timber supplies is not because
timber in the world is being used up at a greater rate than
it is being replaced by new growths. This is simply the
psychological effect upon the minds of deluded consumers.
The fact really is that the natural forests of Europe, America
and elsewhere have fallen into the hands of the few, who
enslave the many in precisely the same way that the coal
trusts do.

The short supply of food and other raw materials by the
action of land-withholding gives rise to speculative buying
and selling of commodities by middlemen. These exchange
gamblers do immense harm by the exaltation of prices and the
“ cornering ”’ of cargoes, which they never see and never
intend to retail themselves. The prices may be forced
up by this false commerce to such a height that there is
recurring congestion at the docks, warehouses and railway
sidings because speculation has run beyond the purchasing
power of the legitimate consumer.

In such cases operators, in holding up against the extreme
necessity of the community, hoping vainly to obtain a price
which will cover them from loss, have fallen victims to their
own greed.

There may be a spectacle, therefore, of appalling waste of
perishable goods at the clearing centres at times when the
community is confronted with famine. Dockers and ware-
housemen, prevented day after day from the carrying out
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of their duties, may be thoroughly disgusted, and it is not
surprising that they sometimes complete the disorganisation by
obstinately refusing to work, when at last they are allowed to
proceed, unless they are paid some addition for time wasted.

The misdeeds of the dockers are held up for execration
by the hate propagandists, and the public are led to believe
that the high prices are entirely owing to the high wages
of workmen. As a curiosity of the psychology of captivity,
it is by no means infrequent that the superstitious people
are told by their favourite newspapers that the high prices
are due to their own insatiable “ greed.”” This piece of im-
pertinence is, of course, the corollary of the fiction that it is
high wages which is the sole cause of high prices.

The middlemen gamblers, when successful, are openly
admired by the sycophants of our modern banditti, and
it is indelicate in their presence to draw attention to the
original canse of restriction of supply which rendered the
intermediate robbery possible.

Superfluous middlemen and their disastrous gambling
could never flourish in a profusely supplied and regular
market. Moreover, the power of the * vertical” trust to
restrict supply at the source could not long survive the
payment of *“ dead ” rent to the community for the portion
of the public domain which it monopolised. It is the
omission to take the ecomomic rent that attaches to land
by reason of the growth and progress of society for public
purposes which is the cause of unemployment, scarcity of
goods, speculation, inefficiency, low wages, and concomitant
high prices.

The disappearance of unemployment means the abolition
of wage slavery or so-called capitalism, because it is this
unemployment which prevents profits, the reward of industry,
salaries, all included in the term * wages,”” from rising to the
economic maximum.

As civilisation is at present constituted, endeavour is
directed not towards progress, but towards the deterioration
of the standard of living. The race is not in the pursuit of
improvement in conditions of life, but a foolish competition
in the art of “ doing without,”” and this very attainment
is put forward as a Christian duty by gloomy clerics and
those who grind the faces of the poor.
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Monopolies fostered by Excise and Customs.

The action of the excise duties tends to prevent the
establishment of new breweries and distilleries, which would
otherwise induce healthy competition in the servite of the
public.

By means of adequate restriction of supply (the demand
remaining not less than before among a population seeking
to drown its woes and sorrows in strong drink) the existing
breweries and distilleries find it easy to pass on to the con-
sumer increases in taxation plus a tax for themselves. The
prices are increased, and/or a poorer and more pernicious
product is retailed. The powerful “trade” may make a
pretence of opposition to the imposition of excise duties for
the purpose of deluding the consumer, but they would be
as eager as the most valiant teetotaller in resisting their
abolition.

Importers of tea, coffee and tobacco are given a similar
privilege, the import duties on these articles of common
consumption discouraging the springing up of new traders.
It is, of course, the consumer and not the Chinaman or other
foreign producer who pays the tax, which bears most severely
upon the poorest of the population. In all such cases the
price is put up more than sufficient to cover the increased
taxation as it takes place.

In countries like America, which adopted import duties
upon manufactured articles supposed to be paid by the
foreigner, the specious plea is made by ‘‘ big business”’ that
‘* The duty is put upon goods to,cover the differential between
the American and foreign standard of wages for the protection
of the working man.” This hypocrisy is discounted by the
fact that wages and salaries in the businesses so ‘* protected
are upon the average lower than in similar concerns built up
in the face of foreign competition.

Import duties foster the formation of trusts, which buy
up or “freeze "’ out all employers who refuse to enter the
“ring.” The monopoly once formed, works are run short-
time or are closed down, stafis are reduced, and prices are
raised to the point at which the greatest plunder is obtained,
having regard to the differentiation of supply and demand.

Sometimes the increased price checks demand further
than is expected, and the momentum of production carries
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supply beyond what has been calculated upon. This is
called * overproduction ™ by *‘big business,” although de-
pendent industry in the home market may be going short
because consumers cannot afford to pay the higher rate.

Until the trust can adjust matters by discharging more
““ hands,” and until the enslaved customers of the monopoly
recover themselves, the * everproduction ” is *‘ dumped ™
into some foreign, not necessarily free-trade, country. This
action greatly enrages the manufacturers in the foreign
country, who are doing all they can probably to build up
a monopoly there for themselves.

Were there free production, the expediency of free
exchange would never be questioned. The dreaded foreign
competition would then be seen to be a bogy, while the
so-called “ dumping” would be regarded with as much
amusement as a shower of unexpected presents from an
unlikely guarter.

It is the scramble which ensues owing to the embargoes
put upon free production within the limits of each country
that is responsible for the * jungle theory of international
relations.” Tariffs do harm neighbouring peoples, but
they harm the ‘ protected” mnation very much more.
Nevertheless, in short-sighted revenge, a tariff war may be
started, in which reprisal is followed by counter-reprisal.
International hatred grows ever stronger, ending in the will
to war, and the belligerents do not see that they are indi-
vidually and collectively to blame in clinging to a super-
stition, a deference to which strikes a fatal blow at the
root of real prosperity and happiness.

Monopolies fostered by Domestic Tariffs.

Not possessing the revenue from the economic rent of
land, the community suffers the heavy expenses due to the
necessity of providing for the mentally and physically
unfit, sustaining a horde of bureaucratic officials, money-
lenders and tax-eaters, and supporting large military
establishments for restraining desperate populations within
the barriers of land monopoly. Public expenditure is there-
fore not only high, but it must be met by funds drawn from
immoral sources.

In France, for instance, towns are ** protected ”’ from the






