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Mr. Rusby Has Extended His Subscription Three Years!

Two-Gun Grant
Rides Again ...

When two giants such 2s Mr. Rusby of New-
atk and Mr, Goeller of Endwell, N. Y., charge
at each other, brandishing the words of George
as weapons, only a fool would dare join in the
fray. Since “fools rush in where angels feas to
tread™ and 1 am no angel. ..

I tave long respected Mr. Rusby for his
logic; acd 1 have Joved M: Goeller for kis
thorough knowledge of George's books, Yel |
must take issue with both; for in their argu-
ments they have fallen bito the morass aginst
which Henry George wrened. Tt seems to me
after checking “the bocks” that George wus in
tomplete agreement with both; and that the
differenge in opisien lies in both Me Rushy
and Mr, Goeller vsing the same woids to speak
of two different tungs. )

For example, when Mr, Rusby says, "It thus
becomes seif-evident that econcmic rent can
attach itself to that land only which is being
used in the production of wealth—that it 1s
auite vorelated (o either land thar is idle. or
that is heing used in consumption,” that thiz
fact is indeed selfeevident is sound Jogic 1f
cconomic renl 19, as George says, that pare of

the product, etc., it must follow that where
*there is no product thete can be no economic
reot. Aa analogy might be if orange julce is
the liquid part of a fresh orange, where there
i$ no crange there can be no crange juice, Mr.
Rushy, it should be emphasized, is speaking of
econgmic rent, Ricardian rent.

Mr, Goeller takes issuz with Mr. Rusby and
insists that there is & reat rtial on land
that is idle or is wsed for dwellings. T must
agree. George speaks of this rent potential on
Page 166 of Pregress and Poverty, s follows:
"Wherever laind hes an cxchange value there is
rent in the tconomic meaning of the tern, But
in The Science of Polijical Eronomy George
quite emphatically tells us that lund does not
have an exchange value; but rather a valus of
obligation, und he further tells us in that same
book that political econpmy is ot conzerned
with any value other than exchange value, That
lets land out a5 Laving any value whatever in

olitical economy. But in economics, which

vorge tells us is quite 2 different thing from
political ecanomy, ?and does have an exchange
vilue, and on page 167 of Progress and Pos-
eriy George tells vs, "Rent, in short, is {he
price of monopoly.” It shonld follow: an eod
of mnnaéoi; would mean an cnd of rent, Ob-
viously, George does not intend to say that tent
i part of the product in one breath and thag
rent is the price of mopopoly in asother, and
mean by resd the same thing in cach instance,
George is too good a logician for that,

Moreover, on Page 165 of Progrers and Pos.
arty he tries to maﬁe vite clear that the term
rent as commonly nsed has several mesnings,
To continue the quetation ceferting to land
having exchange value, "Wherever land hav.
ing a valoe is used either by owner ar hizer,
there is rent actual. Wherever it is ot used,
but still has a valve, there is rent poteatial It
is this capacity of yielding renr which gives
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vilue to jand” Here again it becomes evident
that George is nat speaking of cconomic rent,
i #, the excess of its product over that which
the same application of labor tn secure from
the least prodociive land in wse. He is speaking
ul monopolistic or specnlacive rent.

To tompare the rwo arguments again, it
sh:ould be apparent that Mr. Roshy is speaking
of the Ricardian eeonarric reat and Mr. Goeller
i+ speaking of George's specalwtive ar monopo-
Jistie tent, or 23 the current economics textbooks
refer to the kuter, comfracs rent. For those inters
ested, George in his Land Question, Bic,, under
the chapter cntided “The Condition of Labor”
discusses these various “rents” at some length.
It 15 this part of George, 1 believe, upon which
M Gosller bases his argument.

While T am in a jousting mood, another ar-
tice ir the same issue of the Heary George
News, by Mrs. Hansen, seems cqually wortthy
of avention. Mrs, Hansen sceks to prove by
iwars of statistics that rent does nat take the
tion's share of production. George docsn’t say
that rent doss. George deoes sav, however, that
the idea of wealth—as weil ns wages, interest,
sod cento-are abstract terms, And elsewhere
in Progress and Poverty he warns that abstrac.
Lions ranaot possibly be measured or expressed
by means of skatistics. If wealtl: is indeed an
abstrachion it cannot logically be expressed
percentagewise or in dotlars as Mrs Haosen
stempts, Maost logic textbooks devote mare
space than T dare to uswrp here Lo exphin why.
It is as Lnpossible as it would be for a mother
te divide het love, another ahstrart idea, into
40 per cent for ber busband, 30 per cent for
her childl, and 10 per cent for her vulgar sister-
in-daw. Bt just an't he done! Logic 2nd arith-
metic forbid it. Algebes, which does not toler-
ale siatistics ov percentages, 1s the tool for ex-
pressing shstract ideas.

The terms "Wages." “Toterest,” and “Rent”
ate good ecouemiv terms: but as used in the
headings of Mgs Haosen's analysis, they do
not even remntely resemble Henry George's
contept of wapes, interest and rent. As for
“Total National income,” that term similarly
lacks meaning to the political-cconomist for
hey, Geocge says, docs aot concern himself with
wational wxome but with world-wide income.
It seems thar Mes, Hansen insists npon making
two aimost totally unzelated studies, economics
and political economy, steep in one bed wheth-
er there's room for both or aot.

But more ivpertaat, George did not say the
rent takes the lion's shate of production a5 Mrs,
Hansen seemns to belisve; but that reat takes an
cver-increasiop share as production increases
and thys causes wages and interest to fall @ 4
breporiiar, "Tant is quite a different thing! And
sinee the landowner has no moral right te even
the smallest part of what he takes no part in
froducing, thery ssems little point in compiling
sualtistics to prove bim lese a thief,

And now that Rusby, Goeller, and Hansen
w three of my favorite Georgists—bave felt the
sung of my peashouter, let me, the fool “who
Flenges in where angels fear to tread” await
the fightning balts that needs mwst fall upon
such insolence.

Pritiip GRANT
New York

From Milk River...

I am enclosing payment for my subscription
tn your valved tention, 1¥ 1 was to offer a
word of advice it woukl be to simplify the
acticles. The public is uninformed as to the
canse of inequaiity in the distribution of wraith.

Henry George stated that in his opinion this
is due to the fact that individuals and corpora.
tions aze allowed lo appropriste economic rent
without peying to sociely the Tull annunf value
of the special privilege they tnjoy. He further
explains that the dictates of aatueal Jaw provide
that cconomic rent most absorb & constantly
increasing proportion o perceatnge of all
wealth produced. If this is oot teue his whole
phitosophy fails to the ground,

George's sugpestion to bedng about economic
justice via taxing fand value Las diverted atten-
tion fcorn bis explanation of the cause of pov-
erty. It has drawn attention toward taxation
rncﬁm and the cffort bas degeaersted into s
and and tax reform movement only.

Here, to my mind, is the whole case in a nut-
shell: Mother Nature divides all wealth or pro-
duction into thtee fuads—wupes to labor, inter-
Est Lo capital and economic rent o those who
kave been granted special privileges.

With the progress of society all of these
funds tend to increase in amount, Wages and
interest end to decline as a preportion bul
rent constantly increases not only in amount;
it aimorhs a constantly increasing proportion
of all production. Why waste efforls in an ap-
peal to tix land values? Land valus will decline
Lo zero if rent is appropriated by socisty as it is
simply the wpitslized valoe of special privilege.

ul?ﬂu‘s fund is sufficient to dcfm‘& public ex-
pense all taxation conld and should be elimi-
nited. Those who beld titles to land or any
other form of special privilege would be ay sc
cure, or more secure, than as at present. These

ants would be retained or acquired by those
gm able to exploit them to the greatest advan.
tage

I would appreciate comments from students
of George.
FrEn Poasy
Milh Wiver, Alts,
Canada

Student Commentis on
Progress and Poverty

In these perilous times in which we lve it
Behooves all men with a licle leisuce and o
Ettle intelligence to try to save civilization, In
this age of so mch confused thinking, the com.
edy is so simple as to be almost frightenitg. The
force and rightness of Henry George's logic is
overwhelining, and evetything in one's self re-
spends to its rightness. The message must be
carsied to great numbers of people nnd then the
force of its truth must prevail,

Aftee o lifetime of omaivorous reading |
have fgund ro books which bave made so pro-
found an impeession upen me, which have so
clarified my thinkiog, and which have so altered
my shant on world atfairs in genersl,

Mrs, LitLian Romnson
New Yord
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