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And still their devious course pursue

To keep the path that others do.

But how the wise old wood-gods laugh,

Who saw the first primeval calf!

Ah! many things this tale might teach :-

But I am not ordained to preach.

BOOKS

LABOR UNIONS INTERPRETED.

American Labor Unions. By Helen Marot. Pub

lished by Henry Holt & Co., New York. 1915.

Price, $1.25 net.

There are several sorts of readers to welcome

Miss Marot's book: The young worker, who has

joined the union as a matter of course, but knows

little or nothing of union traditions and ideals,

will profit by this record of aims and achievement.

So too will the social worker who has so often run

amuck of the prejudices, and stayed to admire the

loyalties among the organized workingmen and

women. But more than onyone else will the plain

citizen be glad to supplement his befuddling news

paper with an orderly narrative and a simple

characterization of the labor unions in America.

The book frankly—"by a member"—is sympa

thetic with the union point of view but not un

critical of it. "My object," the author says, "has

been to interpret each one of these organizations

as it interprets itself, with this difference : I have

noted the criticisms made by the different groups

within the labor movement of each of the others,

when these criticisms deal with fundamental

things."

Just what the Industrial Workers of the World

hold against the American Federation of Labor,

and wherein they are not yet true Syndicalists;

what are the perplexities of the union labelists,

what the most recent labor laws; why unionists

look with deep disfavor upon "scientific efficiency"

that purposes to gather in all the rule of thumb

knowledge of all workmen, "the last vestiges of

capital left to the workingman"—all this informa

tion follows the first and best chapter where Miss

Marot holds the unionist mirror up to Philan

thropy and interprets the image thereon.

A. Li. G.

PERIODICALS

A History of the War.

The New York Times' Current History of the Euro

pean War (Times Square, New York, Price, 25 cents)

the first number of which appeared on December 12

and the fifth on February 6, will hereafter be pub

lished regularly as a monthly. No one, it would

seem—at least no American—will care to read any

number from cover to cover; but every one who

puts the "history" on his bookshelf will some day

thankfully find there the very thing talked about

and not printed in his daily paper, or seen in yester

day's headlines and lost in today's news. The

longer the war continues the wiser we realize all

the belligerents' strict censorship to have been. For

to subject any nation simultaneously to both a

war and a flood of stories from the front, would be

to overtax the strong and drive mad the weak.

America is a sturdy nation. But she needs all the

peace she has if she is to do one-half the reading

and thinking that distracted Europe thrusts upon

her and that her awakened world-conscience will not

let alone.

A. L. G.

Congressmen and a Suffragist.

The Congressman who sees himself in the Febru

ary Atlantic as the woman lobbyist for suffrage has

seen him in the House Office building at Washington

will find solace only in the numerousness of his com

pany. Matilda Hall Gardner's notes of her experi

ences in going from Congressman to Congressman

for direct statements of their position on woman

suffrage are delightfully, humanly funny. "The men

talities of Congressmen," as the writer remarks, "are

not necessarily sectional," for Instance—and the in

stances are the reader's joy. But how, one anxiously

inquires, can the women lobbyists afford to give

away so lavishly the secrets of their trade? Is their

work all done? Or are Congressmen alone "astute"?

—In the same number of the Atlantic is an essay by
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the international lawyer, Paul Fuller, on Legal Neu

trality versus Moral Neutrality—the legally and his

torically buttressed expression of some plain Amer

ican citizens' rules of self-conduct for the war.
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Professor (In history)—"How was Alexander II of

Russia killed?"

Freshman—"By a bomb."

Professor—"How do you account for that?"

Freshman—"It exploded."—Punch Bowl.
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With but three minutes to catch his train, the

RARE OPPORTUNITY!

Realty Redemption Co.

of New York

A number of shares of

the 7% preferred stock

can be purchased at par

($100.00 per share), also a

small block of common

stock at $25.00 per share.

For particulars address

WM. LUSTGARTEN

68 William Street

NEW YORK, N. Y.

traveling salesman inquired of the street-car con

ductor, "Can't you go faster than this?"

"Yes," the bell-ringer replied, "but I have to stay

with my car."—Harper's.

Use Fels-Naptha

Soap and cool ^or luke

warm water.

Soak the clothes for

30 minutes while you do

your other work. Then

rub lightly, rinse and

hang on the line. They'll

be sweeter, whiter and

cleaner than ever before.

WANTED

A man of good business ability to travel

on salary in the interests of a great reform

movement. Must be a fundamental demo

crat of good address and unquestioned in

tegrity. References required. Address

"Forward" care of The Public.

FOREST TAXATION AND THE SINGLETAX

WOULD the adoption of the Singletax leave a tree standing or even permit one

to grow?

Judged by its report at the 1913 National Conservation Congress, the Com

mittee on Taxation apparently thought not.

Louis S. Murphy of the Forestry Department will analyze this subject in the

next issue of The Public, which will be a Forestry Number.

It will be published in two parts. Part Two will include a special article by

Mr. Murphy, a resolution introduced by him at the Joseph Fels Fund Conference

in Washington, and other germane matter.

This issue will interest greatly every singletaxer who appreciates the importance

of the Conservation movement. Single Copies, 5c; Fifty Copies, $1.

Than are many way* to help The Public. To mention us when writing to oar advertisers is one of the best.


