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I. and R. people want, it will make corporation
money scarce about the State House at future ses-
sions of the General Assembly, by putting an almost
if not an altogether insurmountable handicap on the
fine art of stealing by law.

The defenders of predatory privileges capitulated
only after exhausting all their resources. From the
previous Thursday, delegates had in turn taken re-
venge upon each other with speeches, some worse
than Job’s afliction of boils. A few, however, stand
out in the memory of those privileged to hear the
sessions, particularly the speeches of Fackler of
Cuyahoga, Bowdle of Hamilton, Stilwell (Labor dele-
gate from Cleveland), and the concluding address by
Herbert S. Bigelow, President of the Convention.

The opposition play had been to fight the 1. and R.
with the story that it is a Singletax scheme, insidious
in approach, far-reaching in evil results, and pro-
moted by a millionaire soap manufacturer of Phila-
delphia and a millionaire newspaper man of Califor-
nia, all looking to robbing the farmer of his home.

The State Board of Commerce* had for months
been spreading terror of Singletax in the rural dis-
tricts.-This having been done in advance and kept up,
an inhibition clause was put in to prevent use of the
I. and R. by the people to adopt the Singletax on
land values; and with the virus of false statement
working in the veins of farmer delegates, the fifteen
Labor delegates were impressed with the thought
that to get confirmation gf the I. and R. at the polls
the farmer must be protected against the possibility
of a land value tax in future.

The final gun of the Opposition was spiked near
the end of Mr. Bigelow’s speech, when he told the
Convention that the friends of the I. and R. were
not going to oppose the Singletax inhibition in the
I. and R. Proposal. That announcement had about
the same effect on leaders of the Opposition as a
kick in the stomach. It knocked their breath out,
and before they had time to get it back, Judge Peck
of Cincinnati demanded ‘the previous question.”
They tried to get away from the effect of the senti-
ment made by Mr. Bigelow’'s speech by shooting in
a flock of amendments, which were one by one either
put on the table or voted down. The play to take a
recess till morning was made a little too early in
the game, and before adjournment for the day the
1. and R. Proposal had been adopted.
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LAND VALUE TAXES IN CANADA.

Calgary, Canada, March 29th.

Singletax advocates in Calgary have won a sub-
stantial legal victory. Last December the City Coun-
cil, sitting as a board of revision, set aside the in-
creased assessment fixed by the City Assessor on
certain lands inside the city limits, on the ground
that the Council had made an agreement with the
owners that they should not be assessed at more
than $50 an acre until subdivided into building lots.
Two of the city papers, and of course the Singletax
League, protested. The result was that a mass
meeting appointed a committee which engaged a
solicitor and, raising a fund by public subscription,
made an appeal to the court. The City Council, in
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order to maintain their consistent disregard of the
public’s rights, instructed their solicitor to defend
against this public-spirited action of the citizens’
committee! But Mr. Justice Carpenter set aside the
decision of the court of revision (the City Council)
on the 28th, and in consequence the Singletax gospel
is heard here with added interest and respect.

H. JACOBS.
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MAYOR HANNA'’S VICTORY.

Des Moines, March 30.

The common people of Des Moines won a decisive
and sweeping victory for economy, good government
and municipal ownership last week in the city elec-
tion. They were opposed by the public service cor-
porations, “Big Business” and three of our city
dalilies.

A specially bitter fight was made on Mayor Hanna
by the local “Grocers’ Trust” because he had secured
a Market House for the people in spite of the opposi-
tion of McVicar, who has been secretly fighting it for
years.

Both Hanna and Roe were venomously opposed by
the .Street Car Co. because of their action during
the strike last summer in preventing the thugs who
were imported as strike-breakers from carrying con-
cealed weapons. Enforcing the law against strike-
breakers the same as against other people spoiled
the plans of the-company and saved our city from
one of those bloody affairs which have disgraced so
many American cities.

McVicar, who won his place several years ago
by opposing the public service corporations and fa-
voring public ownership, has gradually swung around
to exactly the opposite stand, and for that reason
was overwhelmingly defeated; being next to last
on the ticket in spite of the persistent and desperate
efforts of three of our city dailies to save him.

Mayor Hanna led the ticket with over 10,000 votes;
more than twice as many as his competitor. Ex-
Police Judge F. T. Van Liew stood next with over
9,000; Mr. Roe next with some 8,500; W. A. Need-
ham, the Labor candidate, next with about 8,300, and
Ex-Postmaster Myerly last with about 7,500.
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Week ending Tuesday, April 2, 1912.

Direct Legislation in Ohio.

By a vote of 97 to 15—only 7 members absent
or not voting—the Constitutional Convention of
Ohio adopted on the 28th a proposed amendment
to the present Constitution of that State, which,
upon approval by vote of the people, will supersede
Section 1 of Article IT of that document. [®ee
current volume, page 300.]



