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% an address last spring made an appeal
“for action now” on behalf of our capitalistic
system. It is certainly high time that such an
appeal were made in view of the steady drift
throughout the world toward varlous forms
of collectivism, all tending toward complete
governmental ownership and loss of freedom,
Let us consider then what effective action might
be taken!

Thete are certain artificial restrictions on pro-
duction and trade existing in our social order
that may well be sufficient to account for the
approaching failure of capitalism. Unless these
restrictions are removed, it is hepeless to ex-

industey  in

pect that anything can be done to save it.
Most  conspicuous  of  these restrictions,

though pot the most serious one, is our system
of raising revenue for public purposes by means
of taxation. As of today it is based on no sound
principles, is completely arbitrary, and uttecly
destructive to the industry of the country, Until
however an even more serlons restriction is
recognized and removed, it is not possible to
see to what extent taxation can be abafed.
This even mote setious restriction of produc-
tion is to be found in a rather generally over-
looked feature of our system of land tenure
The principal feature of that system, namely
the feature of private ownership of our natural
cesources and the sites upon which we have our
homes and do our business, is not necessarily
restrictive. Private ownership of land has the
metit of giving security from interference in
its use to those who hold titles to land, and it
acts, therefore, as ap incentive to the proper
use of thelr holdings. On the other hand, it
should be recognized that the private ownet-
ip of land, carrying with it a guarantee of
wor-iaterference from others, backed by the
full power of the state, is a privilege for which
the owner should make adequate payment into
the public treasuty. For, if this s not done,
then the privilege becomes a monopoly by
means of which those without land can be ex-
ploited and actually deprived of their rights
to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness as
set forth in the Declaration of Independence.
The remedy is, of course, simple, namely
that he who holds title to land should be re-
quired to pay in full for the privilege he is
granted. 1t is in this respect, however, that our
system of land tenure is faulty. Adequate com-
pensation for the privilege of holding title to
fand is very far from being required, with the
two-fold result that valuable natural resoutces
and valuable sites for home or business purposes
can be and are withheld from use, and our gov-
crnments are deprived of a vast revenue, the
loss of which can only be made up by means
of the destructive taxes which today are levied
on industry and enterprise, And this withhold-
ing of valuable land {rom use, for speculative
or other purposes, together with destructive
taxes are restrictions on production of so seri-
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ous a pature that it s hard to sec how the
capitalistic system can possibly endare while
these restrictions rerain,

To save capitalism, it is necessary to do away
with these artificial restrictions. To accomiplish
this, we should require of every holder of a
title to a location on the land, that he pay into
the public treasury the full value of his privie
lege, namely, the full annual rental value of his
location. On the other hand we should free
every title holder from taxes on the develop-
ment or utilization of his property. Thus we
should curh speculation in the valoe of land
titles and, at the same time, free enterprise and
industry from the dead hand of taxation. Al
present every attempt to utilize a location on
the fand for business or residential purposes is
penalized by taxation, while the withholding
of valuable land from use ls encouraged.

These simple facts are today largely ob-
scured by our unfortunate habit of lumping to-
gether under the term “real estate” two things
which are as different as chalk from cheese,
namely, land and buildings; and then undet-
taking to tax them both as “real estate” at the
sane rate, without any fegard to the widely
divergent effect of the tax on the separate parts.
Whike taxes on buildings, and in fact all taxes,
are definitely a discoutagement to productive
effort, the so-called “tax on land value” is not
really a tax at all but is instead a partal pay-
ment for the privilege of ownership, and a3
such has no injurious effect on caterprise and
industry but on the contrary has the cffect of
checking the “hoarding” of land for specula-
tive purposes, thus helping industry to secure
the locations most suitable for its purposes.

It may be objected at this point that the
collection of the fall rental value of land for
public purposes would not provide adequate
revenue to supply the needs of our several gov-
ernments, local, state and federal. But even if
this were granted to be true, the proposed col-
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lection would go a long way toward solving
the financial problems of our cities and towns,
This has been proved from statistical data i a
murnber of cases but these cases cannot be cot-
sidered here for lack of space We cann con-
sider, however, and we should consider more
fully, the meaning of the phrase, “the rental
valie of land,” and what iz the patare of the
thing itself. To the economists this phrase i3
equivalent to the singhe word “rent”” To the
roal estate men it i Tground rent” and for the
pusposes of the remulnder of this article it will
be designated as “location rent)” as the more
de niwﬁ?e term. Let us then consider location
rent, its definition, why il exisly and for what
it is paid, in order that we may appreciate mote
fully the reasons why ir vught to be coliected
into the public treasury.

“Location rent” may be delined as the maxi-
mum anaual seatal value which can be obtained
for the use of » location on the land, and the
amount of the location rent depends upon the
es obtainable on the location in

guestion,

S Irds next of Imporance o consider what
these advantages may be and by whom they are
provided. It may be said that some of the ad-
cantages are due to geogeaphical position neat
a harbor, a siver, or a mine; or that they exist
becaose of agricultural fertility, or the presence
of minerals or ol in the ground, and heace are
provided by nature. However, no location rent
could arise because of these advantages uniess
security of possession wese goaranteed by the
community through its government, and it is
therefore only threugh government that sach
advantages can be of practical utility. Mote-
over, in addition to this community sepvice
through its government, 43 the result of which
sent arises, there are a rmultitude of other ad-
vantages which are due to the activity of the
community, either directly or through govern-
ment. Such, for example, are the avatlability of
fire and police protection; telephone, telegraph,
light and power servic and the presence of
churchies, theaters, Libraries, Wu._mwmgﬁ.&f parks,
ek, all of which are advantages for which rent
is paid. From this it {5 apparent that location
rent is 2 socially created value resulting from
comumunity service and varying in amount from
Incation to location according to the amouat
of service that is required and available.

Trom the above it follows that location tent,
being a socially cr ted value, is only just and
expedient and that it shiould be collected into
the public treasury. To permit it, instead, to
pass in greater part into private bands as we
do today, is to pemit a misapproptiation of
public funds to private parkies, which practice
i continned will leave untouched the double
curse of land specalation and taxation.

To save capitalismy, the fisst step is to put an
end to the unwise restrictions which we now
permit,

—Reprinted with permission, from the Wholesale
Grocer News,
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Rolling Along

By HENRY L. T. TIDEMAN

HERE IS a bit of cmbarrassment in the task
of muking mysell a feature, but here goes!

1 was bomn on September 11, 1883 in Rock-
fard, llinois. My parents were Sven and Han-
nah Elizabeth, Mother's natal name was Ed-
holm. They wete imunigrants from Sweden.
Pather came in 1882 and mother about 2 year
later,

Very carly after father's arrival he became
aware of a book which treated of the land
question, a subject to which his attention was
attracted by his life in Sweden. He got a copy
of Progress and Poverty, and as 1 gathered the
details, he and mother practically learned their
Eaglish from that book. Though acither of
them ever quite abandoned the, to me, delight-
ful Swedish accent, both spoke the language
rather well.

A few vears later, when 1 was about {four,
we were living in Grand Rapids, and I used to
20 to the store with mother to buy a copy of
The Standard, published by Henty George.
Fwergthing would stop until the paper had been
vead. It was during this period that T rememiber
becoming acquainted with the phrase single
tax.” Mother had Swedish and Fionish friends
who had to be proselytized and consequently
that phiase fastened itself into my conscious-
ness.

in some way I got the notion that the lower
cuse letter b roeant single fax, and I tried to
confirm it. One day mother was reading The
Standard and I climbed into her lap. Looking
over the page [ found an A and puiting my
finger on it | asked, "is that single tax?”

Mother patted me gently, put me on the floor

'

I 2y

saying “ves” and thus got rid of the little pest.
That was the source of my first public humilia-
tion.

B

cars later when 1 was in school the teacher
was drilling the newcomers with the aiphabet
by means of charts on the wall. T watched
jubilantly, 1 kaew I would be called upon, and
when she put the poiater on the lower case 4
I became wildly excited, Here was something 1
knew, When she called on me to name it 1 said
loudly “single tax.””

Of course the teacher laughed with the whole
class joining in, and § can stilf remember feeling
hot and nncemfortable.

Alter we got settled in Chicago it was not
fong until my folks discovered that the Single
Tax Club was holding meetings on Sunday
afternoons. Therealter we had “single tax” for
breakfast, Junch and supper. I think T was
twelve when my mother frst took me to one
of those meetings. I did not go often because
carfare, then five cents, was real money, anc
wWe WEre poot,

L

But there was one meeting when 1 was about
foutteen which stands out to this day as one
about which® I remember nearly everything.
John Z. White was there. The speakers included
a Roman Catholic Priest named Father Cox,
alse John S, Crosby and Louis F. Post. T re-
member Father Cox speaking very emphati-
cally ageinst restziction of immigration, and
two stories told by John S Croshy have in-
fluenced my thinking ever since.

Those were interesting years, but there would

¢ no point in bringing forth the details of my
adventures as a newsboy, factory operative, office
boy and my gradual induction into engineering,
When 1 was twenty-five [ married Ella Persson
who was then just tweaty. There followed thirty
years of happiness duging which we raised two
sons and three daughters, Now all are married
and T am twelve times o grandfather. Ella died
jn 1938 but I still live in the old house where
most of the joy of my life was lived. [ Daughter
Marion is married to John Lawrence Monroe,
director of the Henry George School in Chica-
go, and young son Robert is its Publicity Dt
cector, There are no non-Georgists in the Tide-
man family.}

Diuring the first decade of the rwentieth cen-
tury a tift developed in the Chicago Single Tax
Clib over political action. That quarrel would
make interesting history, but 1 shall pass over
it. The club dwindled and for several years was
without force,

One Friday evening, I think in January 1911,
1 happened to be downtown and had the thought
to go up and sce what the Single Tax Club was
doing since I had heard that they met on Fri-
days. There was a small room with about 2
dozen or fifteen men sitting in a smoke-filled
atmosphere, converting each other. In my eyes
some of these were really great men, and I still
hold the memory of many in high esteem. i
was asked to join and having filled out an
application blank and paid a quarter, 1 was
accepted,

There was ferment in the air about that fime
and some other young men joined the club.
We ganged up on the older members and in
two years we “took over”” From then until
1917, when the war iaterfered, we raised
funds and held public mectings. During that
period the club acquired some fame and had
some influence. The disillusionment foliowing
the peace of 1918 made it impractical to con-
tinue, however, and the club was disbanded in
1923, FThe records were “tarned over to Henry
Tideman for custody untif it should again be
practical to resume activity.”

Some years later, T think in 1929, 1 called
a meeting and the club was reorganized and it
had some usefulness until about 1938, when
again it dissolved.

It was about September 1934 when Leonard
Recker® came to Chicago to attend a Henty
George Foundation meeting, that the next in-
teresting episode occurred—that is, interesting
to others than myself. He looked me up, asked
me to [unch, and that over, almost without pre-
liminaries, he said, "What 1 want {o see you
about is this: We want to start a Henry George
School of Social Science in Chicago.”

1 felt a bit alarmed, and asked, "Do you ex-
pect me to get up on a pedestal and tell the
neighbors to observe what a haadsome and
wise guy I am and come to me for lessons? I
just can’t do it

“Well,” said he, “if we got you a class, would
you teach it?”

! said T'd be glad o do that.

# Now treasuzer of the Henry George School of
Social Science, New York.

B

“That's settled then,” he said, "Next Mon-
day at six o'clock you appear in our office. TH
see that you have a manual and a stack of books
and there will be a class waiting for you.”

He handed me & card with the address, and

at the appolated time 1 was there. When the
group assembled thete were 23 of them inclad-
ing three who came on my invitation. There
was an ajr of curiosity about it, but some were
a little sullen. You must remember it was 1954
—that was a depression year and anybody who
had a job pussed it cazefully and was alert to
possible disastet.
TRt 1 did what T had been asked to do—I
made a speech, and what @ speech! 1 sold every-
one a copy of Progress and Poverty and { tried
to get some commitment out of the group on
various questions. It wus a swealy evening for
e, The two hours finally passed however, and
when T retarned the next week I found that
practically everybody had done some reading,
and had developed an interest. Anyway 1 went
home inspired.

The Fundamental Course then consisted of
only seven lessons. During the fifth session,
one of the men interrupted the proceedings and
said something to this effect: several of us have
agreed that there is something in this propo-
sition-——what can we do about 1t?

1 asked if he was thinking of political action.

“Yes " he answered, “or anything”

Then | saw my chance. I told them that
politics was of no use there were not enough
people with a thorough undezstanding of the
proposal. But, said I, "if you will get some
friends to join another class and if we can make
the movement grow, there might come a day
when constructive action toward the adeption
of this proposal wmight develop.”

They formned an organization which crowded
to capacity the office of one of my friends, and
2 few weeks later we were operating three
classes: then there were seven classes followed
by a term with thitteen classes. S0 we were off
—and we have been operating a growing school
ever since.

Whole chapters might be written of trial and
error, of wotking at cross-purposes, and of
momentary  disheartenment—but we keep the
faith. Like Old Man River we jwst keep rolling

along!
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men and judging from the turnout, the Phila-
delphia teacher shortage will soon be sobved.

This combines 2 bit of old news with a bit
of new: Last spring a class in Fundamental
Feonomics was ¢onducted by Aane Staub in
Lamokin Village, Chester, Pennsylvania. One of
her stndents was the Reverend John R, Reed
who is also probation oflicer of Delaware
unty. When the graduates’ certificates ar-
yived, the executive secretary of Lamokin Vil
fage withheld Mr. Reed’s certificate in order to
present it to him publicly. The presentation
was made on September 21st at o meeting of
the Fastern Division of the Elks, Miss Staub
who bad been invited to attend this gathering,
was called upon to deliver a talk on civil lib-
es. As a result of the widespread interest
promoted by this event, abother class was re-
quested for Chester in January.

Boston

Six classes in Fundamentz] Economics are
being conducted in Boston and viciaity with a
reglstration of 125, Ouae of these is being | eld
in the Students’ House at Harvard University,
he quality of the students seems to be above
that of previous classes, and Sanford Farkas,
recently “appointed director of the Boston Ix-
tention, reports they are well pleased with the
sesults of this campaign.

Clazses have also been organized in Worces
ter, Massachusets, 40 miles from Boston. M.
Id F. Dingman of Palmer, Massachuselts,
who teaches the Monday night class, drives a
distance of 45 miles each way and has 19 stu-
dents who gather round the director’s table in
ihe Chamber of Commerce Building.

My, Cecil Pasco of the School of Leonomic
Science, London, addressed the faculty recently
and told of methods used by the school of
which he is Publicity Advisor; valuable ideas
were obtained from his talk.

The Boston Extension {s now in its new quar-
ters in Jdowntown Boston {294 Washington
Street) and a house warming to celebrate the
opening of the term and new headquarters was
attended by friends and graduates.

Ottawa

The annual meeting of the Ottaws Branch
of the Heary Geotge Society was held on Mon-
day evening, September 15th, with a fine at-
rendance. This meeting is held prior to the offi-
clal opening of the study classes each fall and
winter, and as the past year proved such a suc
cess, we look forward to later reports from
study classes, which will cover both the ad-
vanced and elementary students.

The secretary’s report disclosed a good sca-
son recently closed, with two outstanding
Georgeists as visitors—Mz. H. Bronson Cowan,
who spent five years in Australia and New
Zealand making a study of municipal taxation,
and Mr. Ashley Mitchell, from Eagland, who
is the Honourary Treasurer of the United
Committee for the Taxation of Land Valne and
Free Trade,

The officers elected were Mr. Hebert T.
Owens, President, Miss Marion Minaler, Vice-
President and Corresponding Secretary, and Mr,
H. G. Barber, Secretary-Treasurer.

o

A Publicity Committee was also formed
comprising Mr. Harry Given as Chairman, Mr.
Alex Mack and Mrs, L. P. Boudler. This com-
mittee will arrange for suitsble adverising,
study classes, and all plans for ummediate ac-
tivity.

Monireal

The Montreal Henry George School opened
with four classes in Fundamental Economics
the weele of September 29th, The outstanding
feature of these classes is that one of them is
a French class being taught in that language,
using the Freach translation of Progress and
Poverty. Me, Marcel Sylvain, the teacher, 154
radio announcer at the largest French station
in Montreal, CRAC,

The other classes, which were earolled by
means of notices sent in the mails, newspaper
advertising, and friends who had taken the
coutse, are being taught by the following: Mr.
John Perguson, Mr. Phil Blackwell, and Mz
Tames Turner.

The Henry George Public Speaking Club
commenced its season by an opening meeting
on Crctober 7th. It includes many new stadeats
who intend to join a class in Public Speaking
taught by Mr, Pat Hadden.

New York

The fall lecturé series was appropriately
inangueated with a visit from Dr. Henry George
11 of Wilmington, who addressed a capacity
audience in the school auditerium on “The
Menace of Malthus.”

“Malthus is not dead,” said Dr. George, "we
suddenly find he is the Phoenix bird who is ani-
mating the world around us.”” If you can face
hard facts, here are some to consider: We now
have about two hillion 500 million people and
in less than 100 years we may have four billion.
Careful investigaiion has shown that top soil
in the State of Inwa hag lessened in thickness
in 80 years from four feet to four inches and
in some places is entirely gone. Hxperts have
determined that two and a hall acres are re-
quired to support one human being. This is
dark arithmetic, but the figures on timber con-
servation are equally disturbing. “What,” asks
Dt George, 'do we propose to do about it.”

Malthus made a statement that we don't seem
to find the normal balance for man—he be-
licved there were certain types of men who
were "meant to be better.” When we get into
inditect taxation we're getting into Malthus,
because we'te alraid the world isn't big enough
to support us all.

1f we want to kil Malthus we'll have to rec
ngnize “that the world /s big enough to support
us, and we'll have to conserve the soil, other-
wise man may by his very nature destray him-
self” and, in the words of Henry George, “will
revert to & less brutal animal”

“Views of the News was the topic of Syd-
ney Mayers' talk, second in the series, and this
popular contributor to the Henry George News
revealed with skill and defr humor his uncanoy
techaique for analysis of the news. "How to
Read a Newspaper” is something all of us
should know more about. “Hven the most re-
sponsible newspaper,” he said, "can be no more
than o hodge-podge of miscellaneous informa-
tion, but if the reader possesses a solid back-
ground of economic knowledge, the application
of fundamental principles to news teporls, no
matter how confusing, can cut through the tnass
of wordage and disclose clearly the essential

cause, meaning and effect of any news item.
“The reader,” he sald, “is the important mem-
ber of the reader-writer relationship.”

October 29th of this year marked the Aftieth
anniversary of the death of Henry George, This
was signalized in the New York school audi-
tovium by a Memorial Celebration at which
aorris Van Veen, one of the few survivors of
those exciting days of the campaign of 97 was
the principal speaxer, James Donnelly, casily
the greatest public speaking instructor of the
country, scaled unprecedented heights by read-
ing passages from Henry George's books.

John Cromwell Lincoln, the school's presi-
dent, graciously waived his usual reluctance to
accept speaking engagements and, on October
51st, addressed a New York group on “Free
dom,” the limiting of which he pointed out, is
contrary to moral Jaw.

"It is true,” sald the president, “that very
few of the authorities understand George's
premise that wages come from production and
not from capital—Iif they did we could malke
them see that collecting comirunity rent and
abolishing taxation would briag prosperity and
a just redistribation of wealth, . . There was a
time,” he added, "when stavery was accepted—
now hardly anyoae belicves in property as man.
Cur job is to make people see that property as
land is just as wrong.”

Enrelliment Increases

Twenty-one clsses in Fuadamental Beotom-
ics bepan at New York's headquarters eatly in
October with an enrollment of about 6300 ln-
cluding the six neighborbood classes there is an
increase of nearly 100 over last fall. The entoll-
ment of 250 for advanced classes also exceeds
last year's figave.

Bdward Billet, who is teaching the basic
course, asked his students at the opening ses-
sion to write their reasons for coming to the
school, offering as a prize for the best answer
a copy of Progress and Poverly. This was won
by Ernestine Hailg who stated that “the ‘shrink-
ing’ world presents many increasingly acute and
complex problems of an economic and social
nature, and any adequate solution to the eco-
nomic and social demands must carry with it
moral responsibility to a degree not evidenced
up to this time. Henry George was the origl-
nator of moral economy and might well be-
come the 'Man of the Hour.” Another student,
Elsie Nuttall, wrote, “1 believe something can
e done by me—perhaps in my writing—to-
wards better world conditions | and I want basic
economics as one foundation stone in my think-
ing, since 1 believe the world's ills are hound
up in its ecopomics”

Two classes in Fundamental Economics with
an enrollment of more than 50 are being taught
by David Targ and Bewmard Goldstein. Other
members of the current teaching staff are: Leo
Arpin, HL D Butler, Jay Carton, Bennett Chal-
lis, Andrew P. Christianson, Robert Clancy,
Richard Connor, Domenic Della Valpe, James
Donnelly, Xavier Drexler, R M. Dreyfuss,
John TFasano, Dr. Eugene Friedberg, Edwin
Friedman, My, and Mrs. Phillip Grant, Lan-
caster Greene, William Leon, Domld Le Vo,
5. R. Mandal, Eva Muxwell, Sydney Mayers,
Jooathan Slater, Philip Stern, Sonia Swirsky,
and Richard Van Horn, Most of the teachers
report that their students are of vnusnal caliber
and this is borne out by the better-than-average
attendance.
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A Differentiil Element
By WILLIAM N, MeNAIR
TUDENTS OF Heney George should be
A pleased with the number of wiiters on eco-
nomics who are accepting fundamental ideas
on the tariff, However, most people still think
et the best interests of the country are ad-
vanced by a high tariff, Free trade to many,
feans low wages, depressions and general hard-
ships, sherefore, Internationad Trade and Com-
mercial Policy by LW, Towle (Harpers, 1947
is o good refresher course for those who are
weakening in their opposition to hl oh tarifls.

Shile this book fails to discuss an important
actor, the private collection of compmunity val-
wes, so disrupting to world conditions, we find
that the author regards rept as a differential
clement, “the result of diminishing returns aned
fncqualities in the natural agents of produc-
tion,” adding that, "Rent is not a cost of pro-
duction and is consequently not an item that
enters into price. Tt s, on the contrary, deter
mined by price.”

Here Dr. Towle takes a narrow view of rent,
that is, the price paid for the use of natural
cesources. Rent may not be a part of price, but
tawes are and where a country permits practi-
cally all of the rent to go into private hands, the
taxes will be high, Such a conntry would be at
a4 disadvantage in trading with countries where
a good part of the rent was collected by the
community and used to lower taxes.

This is true of industrial sections in various
parts of the satne countey. We see very cleatly
the advantage in obe manufacturing centet
whete land is taxed heavily and machinery and
v materials are exempted. Bven though the
wage level is higher than in another section
| taxes ace light and machinery and

where land
inventory taxes heavy, the former still has a
competitive advantage. .

Rent however has a broader meaning in in-
dustrial communitics, It is more than a differen-
Hial element, it s paymeat for community advan-
tages, sach as police protection, fire service,
available equipment, nearby labor supply, and
all those factors that help production; but it is
paid to the wrong parties.

Rent in trading centers like New York and
London is different from that paid for various
degrees of soil fertifity. If New Yotk uses mote
of this community income (which is the case}
to pay its expenscs, it will have a price advan-
tage over London.

Dr. Towle agrees with Ohlin that “there s
no teason why demand in a scantily populated
region should turn especially to goads requair-
ing much land and little labor, say wheat, and
thus prevent rent from being lower, relatively
to wa, than in a densely populated region,

where, as people cannot after all do without,
land is necessacily scarce.”

What keeps rent in all countries from being
lowered in relation to wages, is the failnge to
rasc i instead of industry. It i3 not the scarity
of land that alfects trade among countries but
the scatcity of locations where community con-
veniences are available for production.

superior position is not so great that he can long
e out of work,

Cooperatives are good, but not an answer o
poverty. George saw this when he wrote Prog-
rers and Poverty, and it is just as. apparent
today.

«View the Future with Hope”

By DOMENIC DELLA VOLPE

HAVE BEEN asked to write a word for
| those loyal and faithful members in out
movement—ihe directors and teachers of out
extensions—all of whom are a matter of vital
concesn to us at headguarters. The more powes-
erful and wondesful because in so mafgy Cases
scattered  individuals, with concentration and
devotion and a great vision, arc working alone
to start schools or classes or to keep them going
—against great odds and in the face of wide-
spread indifference.

If there are any characteristics which seem
to be common to all of our teachers, 1 would
say they are vision and faith, and these are im-
portant because a “vision of greatpess” is Dneces-
sary to all education, And it is education that
we must strive to give—not mere teaching. In
this respect we age fortunate in having such 2
conceete course of study and such high ideal-
ism to offer.

Aristotle says, "man acquires virtues, not by
knowing what they are nor by talking about
them, nos by admiring and praising them, but
by practising them.” All who give their time
in an attempt to inspire other human beings to
secle 2 higher level, are educating themselves
far nobler citizenship, and we have the testi-
mony of many of our instructors that this satis-
faction is ample reward for their rireless efforts,

The terin “adult education” s too olten usen
as if it implied a means of cepairing gaps in
carlier training. Actually all of us have such
gaps and defects and these grow greater as the
world's knowledge advances. We have been
told, however, that the same amount of infor-
mation, which it takes a half-growa youth
theee to five years to learn, can be acquired
by adults, who ase intent on learning and who
have done practical wotk, in the space of three
to five months, “Almost any subject is studied
with more interest and intelligence by those
who know something of its subject matter than
by those who do not,” writes a noted educator,
“and conversely, it is not profitable to study
theory without some practical experience of the
facts to which it relates”

The social sciences, too, must be re-examined
in adult tife for these are the most difficult
of all sciences. Any thorough student can pro-
duce acceptable work in such subjects as chem-
istry or physiology, but something moce is re-
quired for the sclences which alm at directing
,moﬁmﬁﬁoﬁmm_ﬁ:g nomgzn_momrmﬁmmmuamsmm.

1t is true that our universities are crowded
with students in pursuit of professional studies
which involve training for making a living. But
there ate other cqually important interests
which are common to all, and in all of them
a man is infiaitely better equipped for study
after the age of thirty.

It has been pointed out that under our prese
ent system we settle down in life with what-
gver opinions on religion, conduct and mommmm
we may have acquired at school or in 4 univer-
sity, and though circumstances change and
knowledge grows, we make at best only per-
functory revisions which may be forced upon
us. A thorough rearranging of the contents of
our minds is required after a practical encouti-

tet with life, and such a
process calls for o pro-
founder educational view
than merely stuffing one’s o
self with knowledge.

In the book On Education by Sit Richard
Liviagstone. (The Macmillan Company, New
Yok, 1945) is a chapter entithed “The Way
Out” where we are told that in the Danish
People’s High School no student is admited v
der the age of cighteen. Thuse high schools are
residential and the Danes lay aside the task of
hread-winning while they live for three ot five

months in an atmosphere of edacation. Thas
Emﬁ.mnmmmwm

Ty
.

in and takes a lasting hold.

The Danish adult education, o contrast Lo
ours, is essentially social. Stress s laid upon
the real value which lies in an awakened feel-
ing of comradeship, Also, to the Danes, i 1s
orimarily 2 moral and spiritual force, elevating
the mind and strengthening the will by the
vision of great ideals, a3 contrasted with our
iden of providing a discipline of the intellect.
“Arouse the spirit,” they rernind us, Tthe rest
will follow.”

Let us glance at the resulls. o the course of
a century the less privileged class has heen
changed into a well-to-do middle class which,
politically and socially, now rakes a lead among
the Danish people. We see the influence of
these high schools binding people  together
through & corporate life, developing a sense of
social equality, giving them an inspiration and
the sehse of a great human ideal, so that social
change comes not 45 an economic class war of
a materialist type, with its attendaat evils, but
as @ delicate movement toward a higher life.
“The P, H. 8. says Sir Rirhard Livingstone,
“not only inspired a new order, but gave it a
soul.”

While we in Atperica have not yet achieved
anything so Utopian as an adult resident school,
and must be content to draw our students in
many cases from offices, weary [rom the day's
work, still we can always bencht from Den-
mark’s example. There From a simple beginning
an idea has grown and a system of adult edu-
cation has evolved which is unaique throughout
the world. :

As we advance in this present term may we
keep before us the thought of a responsibility
toward the adult cifizen in America, who,
“while he needs information and knowledge,
needs also a vital humanistic appeal—needs to
be encouraged to look within and also to look
At the world with its history, and to view the
future with hope.”

We cannot offer education in literature, his-
toty and other humanistic studies, instead we
can offer only economics—its science and phil-
osophy.

Tet us bear in mind, however, that the test
of any successful education, as Sir Richard
states, is not the amount of knowiedge that a
pupil takes away from the schocl or classtoom,
Gut his appetite to know and his capacity 1o
probe farther. If students leave our classes with
a greates desire for knowledge of the social sci-
ences and some idea of how to acquite and use
it, our courses will have done their work.
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