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MM NDER THE statutes of all the states real
-~ gstate s taxed on its capital value and pro-
visions are made for its assessment. In some
B the county is the unit of assessment and
in others the town or city. In many cases as-
sessors are elected, in others appointed.

There are examples of excellent real estate
agsessments where the form of administration is
poor. If it has the will, 4 city can achieve a good
assesstent i0 spite of poor administrative forms.

perience,

The rule 1s general that real estate shall be

o various ways. A former New York law was
o the offect that real estate shall be assessed at
‘the sum for which it would be appraised in
payment of a just debt from a solvent debtor.”
Some laws say at “full value” and “fair cash
value” Judges have sometimes said that these
phrases mean the same thing. If a parcel of real
estate has no market valee we may consider its
“full value”

The aim of real estate assessment is to securs
such a valmation of cach pagcel, that the tax im-
posed upon it shall bear a proper relation in
proportion to its value, to the tax imposed on
evely other pascel within the tax districe. To
achieve this an efficient acdiministration is re-
quired, cailing for the employment of skilled
assessors, and the use of methods and tools of
the profession which experience has shown to
be of value. The assessment should be made
annually, and assessors should be busy every day
in the year—allowing for a reasonable vacation.

Every state should have a State Board of Tax
Commissioners to make rules for local assess.
went and to supervise the wotk of assessors.
The law of New Yoik, as amended in 1915,
is 1 good model. The State Tax Cornunission in
its report for 1945 recommended these addi-
tional powers: “that a statute be enacted re-
quiring the adoption and use in all cities of
the state, of land value maps and tax maps, in-
dex cards of individual parcels of property and
such other records and data as are now recog-
nized as essential for a modern and efficient
assessing office, with adequate power granted to
the State Tax Commission to enforce its pro-
visions.”

In every cily the assessing department should
be directed by one person appointed by the ex-
ccutive head of the city, Associated with him
shiould be fwo or more members to compose a
board of review. In small cities where the duties
of the executive head may be light he may en-
gage in other busingss, but in 2 large city whete
his duties are supervisory, he should devote his
entire time to this work and have an adequate
mumber of assessors. .

According to the report of the Tax Depart-
ment of the City of New York for 1946-47
shout 121 assessors are assessing ordinary real
te, with an average of 6800 parcels for each.

PR

In a district such as lower Manhattan, with very
valuable parcels of irregular shape, the numbey
per assessor would be less; also in a district
with parcels of many acres. On the other hand
an AS3ESSOr CAN A§Sess many more parcels where
they are small and uniform, with homogeneous
buildings.

Assessors should be appointed after a thot-
ough Givil Service examination designed to fest
their ability to appraise real estate. The appoint-
ing power can select fit men from those who
pass such an examination. Assessors should hold
office 23 fong as they do good work and they
should be removable only for cause. In small
citles, the clty englaeer’s department may pre-
pare the tax maps, but a large city should pro-
vide the assessing department with its own
SUrveyors.

Tax Maps .

1t is essential to have accurale tax maps show-
ing the dimensions of every separately assessed
parcel. In the thickly settled part of a city where
parcels are small, the scale of the tax map
should be 50 feet to the inch. In the rural sec-
tion the scale may be reduced to 200 feet to the
inch or even mose, For country towns very suc-
cessful fax maps have been made from the
United States topographical survey at a trifling
expense to the town. :

Since 1890 there has been a system i New
York of recording and indexing instruments

Lawson Purdy has rendeved distinguished
serviee to the City and State of New York.
The reforms which he introduced while
President of the Departinent of Taxes and
Asgsessments in New ¥ork (1906-1517)
have been copied by other municipalities,
and have had their influence in foreign
countries. Mr. Purdy Is responsible for
the separation of land and improvement
values for tax purposes and for the use of
iand value maps in New ¥ork., He was &
friend of Henry George and his work has
atways refleeted the influence of “Progress
and Poverty" which he read some sixty
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affecting Iand by reference to a land map which
divides the city into blocks having permanent
boundaries. The boundaries are never changed
ugless physical changes take place. Instruments
cagpot be recorded unless the block aumber is
given—a block is wsually about 200 by 800 feet
i area, The plan of making the tax map blocks
ideatical with the land map has proved of great
value.

A city may be divided into sections of con-
venient size, each having an area of two or three
square miles. These, likewise, shounld never
change and should be numbered consecutively
from one up. The division into sections facili-
tates statistical comparison. The blocks also
should be numbered from one up consecutively
for the whole city or for a borough as in New
York, The blocks should be divided inte lots
according to ownership and numbered from
one up, commencing at the Jower left hand cor-
ner; and rules are in use for the appropriate
matking of changes in lot boundaries.

An assessing department should have two
sets of maps; one to be preserved in the office
and the other for use in the ficld by the assess-
ots. The held map may, for convenience, be
bound in volumes half the size of the office
maps. The length of aif boundary lines should
be shown on the maps in feet and inches; and
on valuable lots of irregular shape, the area
should be shown in square feet, On large pas-
cels the area should be shown in lots or acres,

Tax maps should be the basis of the assess-
ment of real estate and it is necessary that if
they are so used they shall be accarate, The law
should prescribe that the assessment should be
made against the land itself and not against the
owner. The validity of the assessment of real
estate should not be affected by any erzor in the
name of the owner. In the assessment roll, lots
should be desceibed by section, black and lot
number in accordance with the tax maps, and
the law should prescribe that “such pumbers
shall import into the assessment roll of real
estate any necessary identilying description
shown by the tax maps.”

Field Book

Assessors will find that the use of a field book

——which is not the official assessment roll, but

“is Intended solely for ofhce and personal use—

will be a great aid. If the block system is in use,
the field book will be arranged with blocks in
aumerical order. If this systet is not in use the
artangement should be in similar form so that
blocks will succeed cach other in an orderly
geographical relation.

The field book may be amranged with the
following colunns: in the frst the dame of the
owner; in the next and succeeding columsns
the following information: size of lot, size of
house, building factor, aumber of stories, num-
ber of houses on lot, house number, lot number,
fand value, total value, and five additional col-
urans §6 that the total vaive may be carried for

{Continned on Page Three, Col. Oue)
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The Assessment of Real Estate

(Continned from Page One)
i years. There may be two land value columng
for the preceding and current years.

If entries are made in pencil, obsolete entries
in the land value column may be erased to per-
it the preceding valuation and the current one
to appear. Rernaining space may be used for
conveyances, morkgages, rentals and other in.
formation,

Determination of Valoe

The best evidence of the value of real estate
is farnished by a nunber of recent sales made
under ordinary conditions, supplemented by
rentals and morttgages. The consideration for a
sale is not conclusive. It is evidence, and it may
be good or of little value. The circumstances of
the sale must be known. Rentals are a good
guide to value when properly interpreted. In
some locations a lot 100 feet wide is worth
much moge than four times the valae of a lot
25 feet wide. In others there may be little value
added by plottage. A corner lot 25 by 100 feet
may be worth double the value of an inside fot,
while in other locations a corner position adds
fittle to the value.

Assessors are often puzzled by the problems
presented by lol developments or subdivisions.
4 lot developer when able to market his fots
quickly must ordinarily receive about theee times
his purchase price to get fair wages for his
labor, recover the cost of marketing, and realize
some interest on his capital. if the sale is slow
he must get more. Omamental gate-posts mark
¢ abandoned hopes of many subdivisions that
cannot be sold for the arrears of taxes.

Laond Value Maps

It will be found fa practise that to create land
value maps is not only a great help but almost
a necessity for the ordinary assessment of real
estate, These must not be confused with fax
maps, 23 land value maps do not show separate
parcels of real estate, merely the boundaries of
blocks. Such 2 map has the space of the street
distorted so as to be wide enough to permit
weiting in the land value figures. In small cities
and country districts it is well to make a wall
map or maps to show the whole city, These
should be open to public inspection at all rea-
sonable times, and, In larger citics, they may
be produced in book form for distribution,

The land value map is designed to show the
valug of the land per front foot on every side
of every square in the built-up portion of the
city, and the value per acre on acreage tracts.

These front foot values are called unit values
and mast always refer to the same thing. It is
customary to use a depth of 100 feet as the
unit, If, however, lots in the city are generally
125 feet or 150 feet deep, it may be better to
use that depth as the standard unit. In any
event there must be a standard uait from which
there is no departure, The land value unit re
Iates to lots upaffected by corner influence and
lying normoally with reference to the grade of
the steeet. Under these conditions the uvnit of
value means the same thing everywhere, Tt is
strictly a site value,

Unit vales ate determined from the best
cvidence available, such as sales, mortgages,
rentals and asking prices. Where it can be done
it is an excellent plan to put tentative values
on a wall map and get o committee of compe-
tent citizens o discuss them and agree,

The necessity of setting a unit value tends to

impose a check upon the use of any particular
evidence of value. The unit values must form a

harmonious mosaic with all units in proper re-.

faticn to each other. Every one familiar with a
locality will have an opinion as to the relative
value of neighboting streets even though ke
may know little about the actwal value on any
of them.

Having detenmined the value per front foot
for a lot of pommal size, all other lots of the
same size will have the same value as far as the
unit extends, There are rules established by ex-
perience for valuing short lots and deep lots
and cogner lots of various widths, The assessor
should know these rules and be guided by them
but he must not be a slave to them. He must
use the rules and not et rules use him, but if he
departs from the usual rule he must give his
reasons. Ordinarily a lot on grade is worth more
than one with a hill or a hole, but not always.
. have known the owner of 2 lot with a hole
to be paid a good price by the owner of a hill,
ta be allowed to put the hill in the hole,

Appraisal of Buildings

Assessors should utilize to the full the help
of engineers, architects and builders, but they
must realize that theirs is 4 different problem.
Otherwise they will be misled into valuing
buildings on the basis of the cost of reconstruc-
tion less depreciation, regardless of whether the
building is suited to the site or not.

The full value of any building is the sum
which it adds to the value of the land, Qcea-
sionally one may find a new building so badly
planned that the best course to pursue is to tear
it down. Such a building has no value. In every
growing city there are costly single family resi-
dences that cumber the ground because they are
no longer suited to the site. When a building
adds anything to the value of the land, and is
rented, the fair rental capitalized at the going
rate will give the total value of the property.
1If the value of the land is known, deduct the
value of the land; and the remainder, if any,
will be the value of the building,

It may be assumed that new buildings of the
ordinary type, suitably placed, are worth the
cost of reproduction, The number of types of
buildings is not very large. They should be
classified, photographed, the cost ascertained,
and the photographs and facts filed for refer-
ence. With the help of architects and builders
the cost of the various types of buildings should
be noted in a manual for the assessors, showing
photographs and measurements of such build-
ings together with their cost and factors of
value, For some types the best factor is cost
per cubic foot, for others cost per square foot
of floor space; and for many cottages the cost
per square foot of ground covered serves best.
New York and a number of other cities have
manuals of this type for their assessors,

The best manual can be very helpful when
used by & man of judgment and educated by ex-
perience. Obsolescence, for instance, is more im-
portant than depreciation. Some old buildings
are earaing their living well, while some new
buildings are worth less. Only judgment and
experience, with fell knowledge of all pertinent
facts, can deal with obsolescence.

Supplementing the feld book 2 card index
should be maintained showing all the facts
about a property including dimensions of the
lot and building, o photograph of important

Beeommendations

It is suggested that land valoe faxation be
introduced into cur present municipal tax sys-
temn as one phase ¢f an integrated commmanity
plan. The procedure which would least disturb
present practige is the placing of a progressive
tax on the assessed value of land and the upe
taxing of all improvements. HExtending the
principle of scientific assessments and the clas-
sification of land asceording fo its potential
wonld make such un scheme comparatively
simple to apply. The revision of laws conocern-
ing the disposition of tax-delinguent land and
the substitution, of govermment granis for tax
exelnptions would be concurrent reforms of
great significance,

The speed with which such & plan should be
put into effect is primarily & question of politi-
cal tactics. Whatever the pace of its introdue-
{ion, the economic conseguences of land value
taxation would begin to be felf immediately,
since capitalization of the tax wounld take
place at once. Gradual adoption of the new
tax, with minimal disraption of established
procedures, may appear to he the best guaran-
tee of public support,

Et must be remembered, however, that the
urgency of the problems here discussed cannlot
be underestimated. Conservation. of the capital
resources of the American City and the planned
future growth of that City depend in large
part upon the intelligent restructuring of mu~
nicipal tax policy, To delay this restructuring
is only to render more diffieult the ultimate
solution,

~—From The Yale Law Joursal, December
1947, “Municipal Real Estate Taxation as an
Instrument for Community Planning.” Re-
prints of the entire article available from the
Hehalkenbach Foundation, 58 . §9th Street,
New Vork, at fifteen cents s copy.

buildings, and a record of conveyances and
mortgages.

Relation of Assessors to the Public

If assessors are intelligent and industzious
they have nothing to fear, and everything to
gain, from publicity-—both 25 to methods and
details. Owners of real property are apt to be
timid and easily irritated, and they are prone
to assume that the assessors merely guess at
alues and ate guilty of intentional favoritism.
The only way to correct these misapprehensions,
if they are untrue, is by publicity. It is desie-
able to get local papers to print descriptions of
the methods of assessment employed and when-
ever possible to reproduce the land value maps.

For a number of years The Record and Guide,
the leading real estate weekly newspaper of
New York, published the annuval volume of
land value maps of the City of New York as
prepared in the Tax Department. By arrange-
ment with the department, this volume was
sent to subscribers to The Record and Guide as
a supplement, without charge, and was sold to
the public for a dollar a copy. The newspaper
was allowed to reimburse ftself in pact by pub-
lishing a few pages of advertising. This as-
sured & good circulation o those best able to
appreciate the maps and criticise the values,
It was good for the Tax Departinent to know
its work could so eastly be studied.

The assessment roli should also be published,
so that any one could buy it and study it, but
the price must be low in order to reach aad in-
form the maximum nuember of persens, and it
raust be well advertised. Such things do nat sell
themselves. Publicity and more publicity is
what helps to educate a community and get a
good assessment. The proper tools achieve little
unless those who use them ate competent, re-
sponsible and trained for thelr work. While
the theory of assessing can be learned in a
short time, proficiency in its practise takes years
of expetience,
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Hewry Groras News

Pacr Five

course fast year was so great, that the extension
set up for this term advanced classes in Social
Problems and  Ioterpational Trade at the
Y.ML.CAL in Lamokin Village. In addition to
g, the Sclence of Political Economy will be
given at the school headguarters,
St. Louis
Harry Gunnisen Brown, acting Dean of
School of Business and Public Administra-
tion, and head of the Departinent of Economics
of the University of Missouri, was the guest
ker at the commencement exercises held in
t. Louis at the Tirst Unitarian Church, His
subject was, "Why Communism Theeatens.”
Ouawa

In completing the study of Protection or Free
Trade the Ottawa socicty made many inquiries,
one member asking, “Would the world be in
such a state of retrogression today if this phil-
esophy were practised? 1 do mot believe it
would.”

The director gave two quotations from Henry
George's bock: “Man is primarily an individual
.o 7 and followed it with, “Brute strength
with avail little unless guided by intelligence,”

Harvtford

“A 2 per cent ‘unearned increment tax on the
land value of the state’ was proposed today in a
Bill submitted in the special session by Senatog
Rocee 13, Pallotti as a ‘substitate’ for the sales
reports the Hartford Times,
fathan Hillman writes that while they do
ot expect favorable action on this bill, it will
be supported as part of an educational build-up
in the State Legislature, from which they expect
eventunlly to achieve results,

New York

Want to learn how to write? Join the class
“Practical Writing” to be conducted by Sydney
Mayers, whose regular feature in the News,
“Views of the News,” has been quoted widely
from Australia to Canada.

Romola Robb is that pretty blonde in the
front oflice, and because she has had experience
with volunteers in Red Cross work, she is deter-
mined to make New York's spring campaign a
big success. Mes, Ise Day is the enthusiastic
new Correspondence Course Secretaty, and Mis,
Esta Cordes is being fizm with those neglected
nwme fles.

The Intest addition to the Henry George
School library is a copy of the Author’s Edition
i aind Poverly printed by Wm, M.
Hinton & Co., San Francisco, in 1879. This
antedates the DL Appleton first edition and is
s, only 300 copies having been print-
ed. My, Hinton was a friend of Henry George
ad snough confidence in him to undertake
the typesetting of the book,

Anocther important acquisition is the library
the late Henry S, Ford of Camden. This in-
udes many books on economics and has helped
us fill several gaps. A first-rate economics ref.
we collection is being built up which visit-
ors ate cardially invited to use,

This collection has been formed alimost en-
tirely from voluntary donations and these are
most welcome. Several duplicate coples have
been acquired and these will be gladly sent
upon uest to extensions with libragies.
The last thing to go in the paper and the

to be dropped is the New York news. It

| secrecy—just modesty, There's some excel.
st information available, however, in a pam-
tet prepared by Robert Clancy, called, “The
in 47 and Prospects for "48.” Why not
0F 4 copy?

s

It Set Me a-Thinking = NOA D. ALPER

641 ATHER AROUND, children,” said
Grandpop, “and I'll tell you 2 story.”

After the children were as snng as 2 bug in
the traditional rug before the fireplace’s roaring
blaze, Grand-pop began.

“In a certain county in Missouti a young
couple bought 2 run-down farm, of which
there were many to select from. They were
right progressive folks—read good journals and
talked to the County Farm Agents a right
smart, They called out of the many farm prac-
tices they had learned those most scieatific and
best adapted to the area in which they lived.
In a few years they had the old fazmn a-hum-
ming and the neighbors talling of their success,

“Duging the winter this young couple read
books and articles, especially atticles on coop-
cratives. The glowing accounts of these com-
munily projects aroused their keen interest.
They read that get-togethers of folks in the
comununity were essential to their success: that
dancing, parties and the like were necessary to
successful cooperative activities. All this devel-
oped neighborly understanding and a desite to
work together, Of course there were the more
practical aspects of the ‘co-op,’ the savings of

Publications k&m@é@m

Land & Liberty, monthly journal edited in
London by A. W. Madsen, is a favorite with
American Georgists, Copies still available on
request.

The Free Trader is published bi-monthly
in Londow by The Free Trade Union. Deryck
Abel, Secretary; B. G. Brunker, Directar.

Commonweal, another British publication,
is the official jouraal of the Common Land
Pasty, and The Porcupine represents The Man.
chester Land Values League. - ‘

The Free People, printed both in English
and Dutch, is a quarterly which has been pub-
lished in Johannesburg for ten years.

Australia has three monthly publications:
The Standard, edited by A. G, Huie, in Syd-
ney; The People’s Advocate of Adelaide, repre-
senting the Henry George League of South Aus-
tralia; and Progress, of Melbourne, which rep-
resents the Henry George League of Victoria,

The Liberal Leader takes the place of the
former Commonweal, of New Zealand. It is
a bi-monthly edited by T. E McMillan at
Matzmata.

Denmark’s Georgists have two publications:
Grundskyld (Ground Debt), a quarterly edit-
ed by F. Folke; and Vejen Frem, issued weekly.

Terre et Liberte (Land and Liberty) has
been revived in France by A. Daude Bancel.
This is also a two-langnage paper with a Flem-
ish edition being published in Belgium by M.
Cortvriend, .

Ons Erfdel (Our Heritage) is published
monthly in Holland by A. Sevenster, having
also been suspended duting the war.

The Square Deal edited by Ernest |. Far-
mer in Toronto, is the bi-monthly organ of the
Heary George Society In that city.

The League for Land and Liberty in Berlin
under the leadership of Rudolf Schmidt, is
putting up a brave battle for existence, When
conditions permit they hope to publish not only
a ragazine, but Henry George's books.

buying and selling together and the harvest of
‘patronage dividends.

“They could stand It no longer. They must
tell their neighbors the story of ‘co-ops” And
they did! Every day, by conversation, on the
party-telephone lines, by letters, items placed in
the local newspaper, at meetings, they repeated
and repeated the story, They repeated and re-
peated the story until they heard what they had
heped for; neighbors saying, Let' quit tatking.
Let’s do something about it

“And they did. A committee was set up to
secure 2 Jocation for the 'Co-op’ store in town,
Soon it was selling gasoline and farm machine-
ry; buying feed in car lots; hardware, groceries,
dry goods, clothing and shoes. Volunteer work-
ers helped on busy nights—mostly Saturday
nights, A few merchants who had served the
comununity for years liquidated their business
and retired. :

“Well, childien,” “said Grand-pop, “this
little 'Co-op” grew and it grew. The young
folks who started it had seen their idea unfold
into an institution whose business ran into mil-
fions of dollars a year. Many ‘social aspects’
had been developed along with it. Schools had
been improved due to the fine community spirit
in this ‘Co-op” area. People came from all over
the United States, and from foreign countries
too, to see this remackable compunity that co-
operation had built, Many thought it was the.
finest ‘co-op’ for its size in the world,

"But in the thisty years that had passed the
original ‘co-operators’ had aged. Some had died,
Children who inherited the land in many cases
had other occupations and professions, They
did not want to wotk the land, nor could they
live in the community. Many of the land title-
holders had reti to their homes in town.
Younger men and women had to work the
farms. S0 great was the prestige of the com-
munity ‘that there was a large waiting list to
buy or rent farms from the 'Co-op’ renting
agency. People from Arkansas, Kansas, Ilinois
and Missouri had always shown such a great
interest in this community,

"But something had gone wrong, children,”
said Grand-pop. "There was a sort of deadness,
a lack of zip compared to that which had exist-
ed when your mother and father were growing
up. The farms were mostly run by tenants, and
owners complained the farms weren't kept up.
some tenant farmers complined it was hard
to get a living. The ‘patronage dividends’ did
fot scem to help these tenant farmers as they
ud the owners in yeats gone by, Some of the
old-timers said these newcomers were o lazy
bunch and that's why they didn't get along.

"1 forgot to tell you the pames of the young
couple that were the main ramrods in this co-
cperative,” said Grand-pop. "It was Smith, I
was a-visiting Mrs. Smith the other day when
fim, her hushand, came home.

" Tannie,” I heard him say, ‘T just reated out
that 160 acres—the old Jones place. I'm getting
the highest reat for the 160 in the all-time his-
tory of Missoursi.”

It set me a-thinking.” said Grand-pep. I
tetember hearing Henry George say owners
of land teaded to absoch the benefits of prog-
vess. I ocan see that until land rent is publicly
collected "co-ops’ are a tenant-making device.
And I recall that T once heard & man say co-op-
cratives were ‘a stunt, not a social remedy’.”




BEGT “ACN ‘Ummani AT, wody payunday—
"PIES SURIPUY I2UI0 B | UDN 00) Ui S,
JIPSUIN PR[[n] UPuensang) au ‘uosyoe] arwwo
‘pua a2y os pue ‘awred wvensanb suz qyms ang
usary saddony Jaddpy sy wo uospr| 81000
Agapy opmy v S T mou puw 981080y Aruap
jo Aiogs s wiry pro3 | og saovpd vaop Funas
ey sFrens oy B g gTuowy (e usm g
TIIYs. U paxs o Burwon weishs A[qiIs; Ay
aws oy spumoid Fununy siy Fundwsa-ard siad
-dva; a3 mus 9f] punold Futurw pioty o saes
DALIP USW MUS OF] 'TUSISAS S UTLU 231A 21} 1240
patniom 407y Zapy uosxoef srwmog, sdep Auvyy

o W JOOF UED prg
yustedotduetn yuigy vew oy pomb g
[ oM puq 0 sy mo—peq 0u—pood sn
O 0] J9RD) S, TWWOY, PIEs |, fJeryTy ng,,

LIy nof s
f1 o8 aqdery,, womumAof uredxe o3 pry |
oo BHT] J0OT 51 S0P IV A\ WY MES 10ADT TUIY
N0qe Yonuy Jeal A, STUWIOY, pres | ‘yngy,,

JChva e wry
XY JUAUUINA0D 0§ AV, ] PIes | ToM,.
L YEg) 2T (19 nok
~—ROqIIET a1 ‘Sveny i ‘saoepd umop-Funys ay
% umo Uz suo—~Aem Jud 198 oy moxr o
sIng o ‘anFuol ywmyng umo sy ur sfummord
pue sfumeynw Sufnoy; sqerapisuod Y pe
wedieqqey Apisrdwon sruwio] pyy (stmoy w)
uaop 3is op wovpd v Fordng jo Funyy smyp
(csod Butpeay sy ge pioa jem presy
WX swng, Jpe om Sunowr deay oya ‘umop
#g 03 ooepd moypa ‘wsw yong Suisow daay
nod—-asop 15 03 23vpd ou sary nod os 31 xy
uens oyt Avp Aroas qpuw os Led Jo umop s
oy oovpd @ dng oy savy nox savd umop-Fun

TS 9 {[B U0 UUI HUO AIWWOY, ‘0u Yy,
. amop

N8 [, IWWOY, pres | fop [ vya mouy [
006 3171 39T 03 dpom o)
SATY NOA UM 0F USY T DIL) 30 3373 ¥ 30D N0y
B30 DO © [ U nod 510¥eq oo¢f dzd o
348 NOA PUE IOWIOUY RS 0F $201) AU [Jv ‘UELY
TPOUR O3 USY 2} [T UL ISI0UT O} S4XDJ
ST [T “OVW UG G} NOQITY) oy JIv §9arF o
HIOM 01 9ARY B4 0§ I XY UBW M jng—
yano o 03 Surof sea st nod prog 1 orwwoy,
PIES 1 TIRAL,, A0 03 wass sanmperd oFaq700
JSOW UPL} DIOW-—UOLIIOND 93] B3 (I $2HS0p
ST A7517¥S 03 SP95 URLL JEII——SORUOLOID JO 10T

asue oy Jo dses v puy ooy, puareddy
pres 2y | pood

MI0M O] U 1M M0 S £aas ON,
LOpoa 0y sey dpogdisas jsowe 08 3
XY 2y—p00T Ataa Niom NUTT) 4B 29 YoM

ou sumew Juewdordwmim,, 7 pres R,
(£ TUIWT BUS 1YL MON],
Appwipotoun 240 5010, YOS plom Fig
sy, sy joswdopdwauny,, surpesy Sunwey
2z avoq 3] sadudsmau v ur poddess ypuny mo

PEY a0 v v Burzeq wo 2394 aa Aep suQ
- guonsanb
PRYSE P~-HUO DIPID0G DY) §ua POLPIW STY UL
saydosopud v Sugaq jo dem £q seam spwoy, 30y
BLUTO WYIPUT STY Sval CTAUONSAING) AUY, SUTIWS
YIHGa. A0y ZAN CUOLIIBINUWE 2{CRIjEA BATS 0]
PasT {148 §1 M01IT PUY Moq 2 ssaya ‘sfui Joj
paoald $2S0U JIANY) PAVY (LS UDWISHQLY JAp[O
2 spys Anunod v our awHuoqe ur—irsang

spddony aaddpy sy jo gwmpup umysrqupy
yon ], ‘vospe[ snwwof, jo L1038 243 61 ST

ATYNOUE I GIVYNOQJ 49

wormewdopduwauny jega,,,

sogep Jo spnpord sy ur Lsadosd
syeansd pue sanp punoid mowy ur siseq 2 Sur
-urp3ar |, Lirea0d notia sspaford, | mo jo swos
sastpe uea Loy yurg padoy aq of st 37 tasvay 3v
sread Q0% 10J dvm 3Es 9U) PIA] FATY SOFGORG
sy cofaend v U1 edUBTIATY) 19 €1 P AU
smtoddo (enbs 23 jo parnsse jou arv vAIPTP
A PUR ‘ADJ B JTeMmu sazpd slotm ‘mew pu
U B2 UOISUR) PUE 2158 ST 2133 DI
VST 3 431 01 Ploy ussq SABY SISINUSApPT
A1 3Bl OF "saalaswaty 0j afvjurape jeucsiad
10 Anpgssod o ssureSe voneafausy sy opue
aqir moy) ur rem [emrnur o) Furgfem o
Aoty "saxE) RWOILT PRRUNSNS puE sanp punosd
dn asef “Lymiadiad v spenprapur 3o vonersued
SU0 0} PUeF IPUY paf[adied UOIYM $3¢H1 W SuY
-TPUT [EOPIAIPUT GTe1I0) Aq paalenal [10 Ul suol
-[RU 9} JO prar suvpuy ofgeng Sunod sy
spemba ywapuadapur Jnq seqmy wEIpUY
soye Luews SYIT $33wIS Palf] Yl JO Spluam
ou arz Aoy, st Louaaawa ve ywga yo se8pnl
a1es a3 are Ly pue woys o3 sTuopg wns ST
duvs seors] Ay, | sonuaFioun, BBIS] Jo) $33EIS
paur) oyy Aq prey Bueg 23w pogig Inoge
IO B]RS IQUITE 1UR022 JI jo spasdoid ayq
‘JuatwuTaa0S- 1198 353 pur rayout
206 yua ovad ey o ypa pue ‘Lumsodda
Jo Lpenbs 313ty 2507 pue saxl §O SPURY 00 104
a1qey] swodaq duw oy Joy ‘sanipiqissod nyresg
2U3 aa0 sfunpaw Fuoy prey sawy Aoyy e
3} JO SUAZID SURIPUL OWUU 0} [[1q © 32A0 ST
A120M 3830018 § 2IP[S] 913 S0 PIOY AFUST I
e
SUNOD 71 puv SPIIAUS o) Jourzaof ¥ 10903 aa
puE Jururaaof 1198 212 am 998 no g suodue ueys
swoapqosd Ino pue suomIpEl; IO JnoqE 210U
saouy oym ‘ejua [ g I UrRWIOUNOTy 389
-P10 Mo 1291 03 Nod Jugm 1 31 FuIp[oy 218 oum
JUSTRIIRAOE) [RIADS] 211 WOIJ sNf3 Furpuemop
217 dm—sn JO 1DEI 0] sSuoK] Asuow oYy puv
3 JO 301 ¥ RIS 24 PUY ‘IdQUIN SUY SRy 3] U
"UTMOW Jeyp} 935 “A[[enpiapul Y1om §1Y 30 sHnsal
9] SUMO (VS g ToGPS0} SH[ [TE UMO I
"POPUIUL 15T 33 03 SUMLUNOW 35003 JO BWoY
Uha ‘239 puel Jo sayiw arenbs [p1 Umo g
UTRT AUF PUR PA AT Uns a1 03 44fuU yonw
sy fsn JO 3530 21 Sv gIIEs 2l 03 3gSu yonw
sy 3snl sel 91 '931S 9 10] 0[P VST 03 1Us
SpM0 BY PUT OIS DI PARY WY 3] am pwoy
T PIING 03 STIEM. 5 UDY A I djom 03 pal s
21 $B GOOS $T PUR JO PBI} ¥ LWIY JOHT 34,
perzaub 1 saws v S prooa
mod ojur Sumoos sepsfunod v ossop mopg,
pue
oty 307 Juar Aed Loy ang ‘weyg spew oy 250U;
01 Buojag 451, /519U I9AD 33018 TR pUT 35T0Y
JE1 996 SASn I PUL] 21 I0F JUIT 10D am
Ayumumiod o o suto] Aue sdvd 3y isyyv sy
ST sa0IF 91 JRUM PUER STY 51 SPIING UTW B jugs
R HUI 940, PIEs 91 C‘paspur sad yo,
.. 132doad ayearsd ur sasnaq nof o,
pand
-1 o |, Burar] 1o Lem JUITIID v SAVI DA
01N Iy
PoNse T, 2905 30 1221 DUoLsoys ‘olvavp]
oty wey fnysoead alowr udaq nod ssvy A
oubranbugry woug
sajry ¢1 ojgond e—eas] 10 YIIAYs J ‘010mT
drpyg sdes ‘szoquBion 1y Qum puv $aa]aswaY
Fuowe aovad yo $21MILD JO PIOINT T davy

(saFvia) sopgond 61 jo SNVIQNI dH

SNATHS "W MALSVINYT Ag
Jomsnf UBLBI095)-0X ]

A ﬂCOum Tres]
WF va WPTHU MOET L ueipu] Jood a3 ‘o,
o WO i s30T uayy puv "gﬂdw
s Jatreypuelf Imod Uia JUOP SYU UTW SIYY Sv
3 saosdany pue 31 dofaasp puy pra 3o wad v
338 *nod ‘ony 'y Swiroiwar Togw; pur swy WP
juads spy U 19O SKQ NG LW PO S 1LY
-puesd wmod saey poys vod e sadosd pue
Sumy oxmb $1 1 ‘s, (UOmDID STy peRiapul
opuaprad oy [ Bumway Jauw aFpnl gl
PROT UEIPUT S} H0I0Q HIdM 95RD
QU PUR PASILAT Sea 21 Cwoissassod Sumye) uo
paisisur pue sums 51 uo patvadde Appamadxs
ot jaednndo [emEuo sy jo uospuwld v usyy,
“BOTIEIOISHT 511 01 230U s7vad [e10As8 pRiossp puT
gossassod Fo01 aq1H 9 JO JHqUIBTI 10Uy
AP YNl pue wao1F a0 Sunnoieq swnuTaw
‘nrgar sy Funreme ofpr fvy wrey agy 939 ay
J;re sury EUoy v 10 wouvAny jo mus yBiy
v 07 Furdung pur Furdopasp w simad (w1sass
wads peq sy Py wies vopey oy amypvdap
$T 3O SN AT} 1Y UIMAT JOU PIp PUT 130T A
TR B JO Taguewm ¢ oaagsnd jo ydozuen 1)
pue Amdmuwmuﬁﬁﬂ\« SALLY 3G JO 25UIS TCLHOD
poe £e8es o1y 10 wonEnsmT 2UG M O
Aroarsnaxa wiy 01 Surfuoraq se pazmfoo
st soonpoad wewr e Jeygy onpord Jo Huwwys
Lzospadwwon se oy wons ou B 213 g 006
-sonb o1y 30 o 81 sasodand sanepnoads sog arpr
puey mﬂ.ﬂmv._.om AI0W ou gng mumﬂ% 107 suva a2y
e pury onur se JAVY UL 2U0 %.WQPM WOTWNLeD
Ul SPUE] 1RY] U0 SO[gANg 2UY, "lISAS aunusy
pue Sumpreacid e jo spays 1smp o Fuwzm
-Booay 219y woiy auo Judsead pmod sapdpurxd
srrouoda 3o avmeIoudr g axpnfard Auo

. 393w SpUR
Wog Aew pue qof v deay 0y woPs oy Uy st
T JO JUSTUSNONS JITUD 93 20UDISIXY PaAlels
puY 3I5edW ¥ SPYS] UOHEZNTAIY BAIUTAPE O
ands v ‘oym—amrya oFeIsar suy ssop uwm B
30 mo 210w Fumel Jo asvapas sald uawm pa
280y pur ‘i J0J ySnous St w19y ng WA
Fuowre v w218 puy 01 1padxa 03 ojqEUOsEDI
J0U st a1 spoyjem sprad mayy Funspisuesy
wasks wnfun ve pue ‘Parsisormpr AppRid
U3 UsAd weds sy pury sul v ojo faves
usard v wo ‘djpampadsar 830818 S UsamIIY
‘payuasard 121 er weyy gsenuos Sune§ ozow
T PUY 24 PIOOD AIAMON SOGRNJ PS3UF 8101
-uoa Js1y sofeseny dug Jo uonzpmifop [wrawd
pur Arosod SU UNA IUIIUT] ST OUs JAAISS
-qO [¥NSED DU JUTH JUSUMZELWIE Ui ST 3 PUY
JSOTOAT,, U ST UMOUN DIB SURIDUL 2say
sn oy Fuoppg mepe ur
JOU Op ‘$23¥I¢ PRIUL] SN} JO $19pIng oyl UIIIA
Appearsfyd yFnow ‘uorga 510813 aseU3 JO UIEI] 03
as17dIms B $® $9WUOD 3] CSAY] UMO IR JO SPIU
-puEis 34 03 Surploode spRuTunD £33 pUIR STIN0D
umo JU onpuod ‘sefpnf umo nom ymoddn
Aoy, *depoy uamo 03 ANURUOY $OOIN FOY) WoRN
PIgA pUR SUBpUY o) 01 papaap ATsnorassd
P 3YS oy pue] Jo spver wimaan ydeoxs o
UFnOud [qRIOUCY Ses HUS SAIG PAIMUM AP 0
A3031373) ISOMIINOS I PEPId OMXATY G
98r%0 01 papadsns ApEvarpIo JoU s3sUTTOD s
-axd sdnoad sssuy poy so[geng oy pue solvarp]
oy g Apagpedssy ‘powssaader ‘sdnord omg
oJuT popratp oq 4vTU suwIpu] assy ‘Ajufnoy
JSAMTIN0S N0 [ 5UL
-IPUT ST 3O SIS OO Y} §1 UONIIY
-1 pue 4pnys 103 walgqns Funsaisiur 1801 @w

AGSOY T F9WOHS Ag

wossory pelqp uy

gFGT Hady

SAIN TDHOECY AUNTLY

1S OV



APRIL, 1948

Henry GEORGE NEWS

PAGE SEVEN

mG_ e 11 ﬁ@m..wmbw PNW@Em By JOHN CROMWELL LINCOLN

LR PRESENT method of taxation taxes, or
fines, people for producing employment and
doing those things everyone wants to have done,
This is being written in Arizona. In this state,
there are many prospective raines that are held
by the owners for high prices. They are assessed
ab nominal prices and contribute practically
nothing to the revenne of the state, However,
il someone opens up one of these mines and
to give employment, the county assesses
taxes, the school disirict assesses taxes, the
state puts on more taxes, and if the enterprise
is really successful, the Tederal Govermunent
takes nearly half of the profits. All of these
taxes act as fines to prevent an increase of em-
ployment. Tn 1935 and 1936, T put up Camel-
back Inn on the desert in Arizona, thereby
giving cmployment to about 200 people for a

year. The operation of the inn.gives employ-.

ment to mnany people, from year to year, For
doing this, we are taxed over $30,000 a year,
The high cost of living demonstrates that a
farge part of these taxes are passed on and paid
by the consumer.

in the United States, we have political, re.
ligious, and personal freedom and, 2z hundred
years ago, a large measure of economic free-
dom; and we all know how much better this
country is to live in than most Turopean coun-
tries. A hundred years ago, there was free land
in the United States, and therefore, a greater
measute of economic freedom than we have
now. The Creator provided land for the benefit
of all. Our land system has made it practically
impassible for over 90 per cent of our people
to own land. Land values are so high that only
& privileged few can afford to own what the
Creatpr provided for everyone. The chief cause
of uneraployment, poverty, depressions, and the
anjust distribution of wealth is that our land.
olding system enables land-owners (non-pro-
dueers) to appropriate half the product of the
id-users for the privilege of using the land.
This is wrong, This is stealing on a gigantic
scale, and the penalty of the moral law is even-
tual destruction for every sociely that permits
. Obedience to moral law demands that society
provide religious, political, personal, and eco-
nomic freedom for the individual. The Uaited
States has provided the Arst three, and a com.
patison between the United States and Russia
bows that the rewards of obeying the moral
aw are great, Unless we provide econotnic free-
slom in the United States, it is probable that we
will not have the other freedoms we now pos-
sess for long, TFor many hundreds of years,
ngland has been a freedom-loving country;
bt the English people are permitting a bureau.
cealic government to try to control the distribu-
ion of wealth, which cannot be done without
a dictatorship. The community has a right to
contral the distribution of its land, because it
is, by its patare, common propetty. The com-
munity has no right to control the distribution
of wealth, because it is, by its nature, private
property.

All of us are Tand-users. Life is not possible
without the use of land. The food we eat, the
clothes we wear, the houses we live in, the auto-
miobiles we travel in, came from land a shott
time 2go, and will decay into land very quickly,
Danly a few of us are land-owners, When a few

of us own what all of us must use, most of us
are “'over a barrel” and have to turn over to the
land-owner a substantial pact of what we pro-
duce in order to live.

When the Creator made the world, he pro-
vided a job for everyome that came into the
world, That job was to provide food, clothing,
shelter, and all the other things that men live
for from land, which the Creator provided for
yone,

A man has economic freedom when he can
get enough land in order to produce what is
necessary to keep him and his family alive. As
long as there was good, free land in the United
States, we had a considerable measure of eco-
nomic freedom,

Economic freedom is denied when a land-
user is compelled to pay the land-owner half of

- what he produces for the use of the land.

Economic freedom cxists only when the sell-
ing value of land is zero. In civilized countries
with a considerable population, the price of
land can be zero only when the community
collects all the community-created ground rent.

The United States has religious, political, and
personal freedom, and that makes the United
States a better place to live in than Russia, where
they are denied, But if the United States would
grant economic freedowm, which is the freedam
to earn a living, the United States would be a
much better place in which to live than it is
now.

Other things being equal, an able general
always defeats one less able because he uses
his men and materials to better advantage than
his opponent. For the same reason, an 2ble man
at the head of a business can produce goods or
wealth cheaper than his competitors and there-
fore gets the busitess.

The capitalistic system of conducting business
is better than the socialistic or communistic
systems because the capitalistic system auto-
matically puts the most able man at the head
of the business. In the capitalistic system, the
less ably conducted businesses go broke and

disappear. Competition permits only the more
ably conducted businesses to live, and therefore
the public gets what it buys at the lowest pos-
sible prices. To see that this is true, one has
oaly to compare the standard of living in cap-
ftalistic coantries with that of socialistic or com-
MuAISHc countries,

The standard of living in the United States
is the highest of any hige country in the world
because there Is more freedom for the produc-
tion of wealth in the United States than there
is in Bagland, for instance. Also the laws of
the United States intecfere less and clog the
production of wealth less than the laws of any
large country in the world.

The laws of the United States deny complete

freedom in the production of wealth. If the
laws did not intecfere in any degree with the
production of wealth, the income of the aver-
age family would probably be fve times what
it is now, Qur tapiff laws greatly retard the ex-
change of wealth between people in the United
States and foreign countries, thereby raising
prices in the United Btates from 10 to 23 per
cent. The greatest decrease in the production
of wealth is caused by the Injustice of the laws
which permit land values to arise, thereby pre-
venting 90 per cent of the people bom in the
Usnited States from being able to get at the jand
the Creator provided for them, and from which
all food, clothing, and shelter must come, fo-
gether with everything else that man uses.
" The man-made laws which made slavery legal
were unjust because they permitted the slave-
owner to approptiate imost of the wealth the
slave produced.

The man-made laws which permit land values
to arise are unjust because high land values
enable the land-owper to appropriate a large
part of the wealth produced by the land-user.
By the natute of things, 0o one can live without
being a land-user. Land values arise because the
land-owner is permitted to collect most of the
community-created ground rent.

{THE END)

PN FS

[ T et

How I First Became Interested in Henry George

In the middle eighties, when 1 was about eight or nine years old, a
boy companion, s few years older than I, explained the basic prineiples of

single tax to me.

It all seemed very self evident to me then. As I became older (and more

civilized) I learned much about economies that is not true,

be unlearned later.

and that had 1o

In 1914 T read some socialist literature, given we by the state secretary
of the Socialist Party, I am a park gardener by occupation, and studied eco-
nomics, strictly from the land angle. The result was that I rejected all collecti-
vist and planned economy as contrary to the natural order of economics and

democratic principles.

After hearing a speech on the Georgist philosophy, I was induced to
read Progress and Poverty. In the course of reading [ bitterly vesented the
reasoning which virtually accused me of robbing society by appropriating the

increment of land value in land

speculation; but when I came to the part

where Mr. George explained how single tax would cause popalation to spread
out where it is too demse, and gather together where it is too sparse, | was

convinced,

626 Syeamore 5t
Morwalk, Calif.

[Signed)y WM. BURGENER.

This is the first winning contest letter selected by Noah Alper of 8t. Louis.
The winner will reveive o year's subscription to the Henry George News,
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