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Land Value Taxation in Canada

By HERBERT T. OWENS

Hmﬂ?ﬂ., RESPONSE to a demand for information
25 to the scope of fand value taxation in Can-
ada, this article shows the extent of Capada's
adoption of this priaciple. Broadly, from On-
tario to the Atlantic it is the practise to tax
fand and improvements alike. The total or par-
tial exemption of improvements is nol praciised
until the western provinces come undet review.
Region by region the situation follows:

~ _Maritime Provinees

(Mova Scotia, New Bruaswick and DPrince
vard Island)

The Magitimes do not assess land and im-
provements separately in their poblished statis.
tics. These are lamped together as real property,
and the combined total is taxed for municipal

services.
Quebee

I this province the practise is similar, with
the exception that in Greater Montreal fand and
improvement values are separated. Montreal
and its environs, however, compeise the bulk
of Quebec’s land values, so that the assessment
situationt here is better than in the Maritimes.

Ountario

In a survey from the east coast to the west
this is the frst province where province-wide
assessment figures for land and improvements
can be had, The cconomic rent taken for mu-
nicipal purposes is therefore ascertainable, Cir-
cum 1920, the assessment act was amended to
provide that, where local option polls so de-
cided, municipal councils were bound to tax
land values and to grant total or partial exemp-
tion of improvements, and several towas took
advantage of the opportunity. After a brief
span of power (1920-23) the sponsoring gov-
ernment fell, and its successor repealed the re-
Torm, and its reinstatement has not so far been

Uidvocated by ahy political party.

Manitoba

Land and Improvements are separately as-
sessed and taxed, and here, for the first time,
thers is a province-wide exemption of one-third
of the assessed value of buildings. Ancther new
principle appears here in that [arm homes and
buildings are entirely exempt from taxation,
which practise has obtained since 1894, In
some cases new homes and industries are spe-
cifically exempted from taxation for a definite
period, usually five years, but this latter is a
concession mzinly to induce the providing of
housing. The Hudson Bay's port of Churchill
was acquired from private owaers by the Do-
minion government some years ago, and land
tenure there is on a rental basis,

Saskatchewan

Here also farm improvements are not taxed,
practise that has prevailed since the setting
up of the province in 1905, and possibly earli-
er. Revenue for rural municipalities comes from
1 tax oo the value of land only, providing that
the fand is used for agricultural purposes. In
urban municipalities, where the population does
not exceed 15,000, the law requires assessmnent

of buildings at 60 per cent of their fair value.
La cities of over 15,000, it is optional whether
or not they usc the 60 per cent. All cities in
this class, with one exception, exempt buildings
40 per cent. The exception, Regina, the capital,
exempts improvements 70 per cent. The present
Cooperative Cominonwealth Federation (Social-
sty government has withdrawn all Crown
{public) lands [rom disposition by sale or
homestead entry, and such lands may now be
disposed of by lease only. Tepure of leases is
for a period of 33 years, and leases may be
renewed. The lessce may bequeath his interest
in the sane manner as if he held a title, Im-
provements belong to the lessee, and upon ex-
piry of the lease he may either sell them pri-
vately or turn them over to the province at an
appraised valuation. Rentals are payable on a

“share-crop basis, but are not exacted in any

year of a crop failure. Veterans of the last war
can lease land with option of purchase after
the lease has been in force ten years,
Alberta

From its inception, Alberta has exempted
“from assessment and taxation” farm buildings
and other farm improvements on farm lands.
In the case of towns and villages, land and im-
provements are required o be assessed at their
fair actual value, but towns or villages have the
right each year to decide whether “the whole
or 4 percentage of the fair actual value of the
buildings and improvements on land shall be
exempt from assessment and taxation.” Under
this provision, four villages—including the ag-
gressive and well-publicized Milk River, not

*Jt was not the single tax that failed”
{in Canada), wrote Herbert T. Owens of
Ottawa, world traveler, lecturer and
writer., “The tax did have the effect of
expediting the veturn lo sanity after one
of the most frenzied orgies of specula-
tion that ever struek this continent.”

far from the boundary of Montana—now ex-
empl improvements 100 per cent. Each of the
seven citics of Alberta operates under a separate
charter. Exemptions of improvements in these
range from 20 to 50 per cent. The two largest
cities tax improvements (1946) as follows:
Calgary, 30 per cent on all improvements; Ed-
monton, 5¢ per cent on homes and 60 per cent
on commercial buildings, For some years Alber-
ta levied a provincial tax of 2 mills on Jand
values, which levy was rdised to 3 mills in 19367
The proceeds were used for the provision of
medical services, mothers' allowances, etc. It
yielded about 134 millions annually; but was
abolished by the Social Credit government in
1947, Veterans may obtain farms of 320 acres
free for the Brst three years, and one-third crop
share for the next seven years, when full title
is procurable. Certain cother Crown lands may
be had on a lease basis—crop-share payment
over & perieid of ten years,
British Columbia

For practically half 2 century, the law has
permitted local option in the matter of the
total or partial exemption of improvements.
The trend, however, has been away from the
total exemption of improvements. In 1914, 40
municipalities, including Vancouver, exempted
improvements 100 per cent; in 1932 this cate-
goty had declined to 13; while by 1946 the
number had dwindled to 3. In 1914, 17 mau-

nicipalities) exempted improvements 50 per

cent; in 1932 this group rose to 44, including
Vancouver; and in 1946 there were 64 mu-
nicipalities taxing improvements 50 per cent.
In 1946, 20 raunicipalities exémpted improve-
ments from 60 to 90 per cent, so giving them
a better break than the prevailing 50 per cent;
but 8 municipalities, including Victoria, the
capital, exempted improvements less than 30
per cent. New Westminster had consistently
exempted improvements (all fruit trees situated
on farm land are exerapt) and farm homes and
buildings in British Columbia are exempted to
the extent of $1,500; assessed value above that
figure pays the locally-prevalent rate. In unor-
ganized districts, farm improvements are to-
tally exempted; there is, however, a school tax
on 100 per cent of land assessment and 75 per
cent assessment of improvements. Residential
praperty is taxed 1 per cent on 100 per cent
of land and improvements. At the moment,
due to vatious pressures, the situation in this
province is fluid. A royal commission of late
has recommended that taxation of improvements
should be uniform and be raised to 75 per ceat,
What the outcomne of this retrograde proposal
will be remains to be seen.

Conclusion: The foregoing factual resume
sets forth a situation that in several respects is
unique on this continent. In an area larger than
France, Spain, Sweden and pre-war Germany,
not a farm home or farm improvement is taxed,
and the principle of total or partial exemption

(Continned on Page Three, Lol, Three}
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Is Economic Freedom Possible

With High Prices for Land?

By JOHN C. LINCOLN

.Mm CONOMIC FREEDOM for an employee
A4 means the freedoim to work for whom he

wilk us long as he wants to, and the freedom
to join with others to strike if he wishes. This
measure of frecdom exists in capitalistic coun-
tries such as the United 3States, but is denied
in totalitarian countries such as Russia, The
secret police in the U, 8, 8. R, make strikes
impossible, and make it difficult—if not impos-
sible—to change bosses and places of employ-
ment,

In additien to denying economic freedom,
the sccret police make political, religious, and
parsonal freedom out of the question. The
struggle to establish personal, religious, and
political freedom in the capitalistic countries of
the world was a long one and should never be
lost,

Economic freedom makes it possible for one
to quit working for any one and to start work-
ing for himself. When a person starts working
for himself, he is economically fres only if he
is allowed to keep what he produces for him-
seff and is not compelled to give someone else
a large part of what he produces for the privi-
lege of keeping the rest.

The laws in capitalistic countries deny eco-
nomic freéedom to the extent that it makes it
necessary for one who works for himself to sue-
render to someone else up to half of what he
produces for the privilege of producing any-
thing. Let us see how this happens,

When a person works for himself, the most
inportant things he works for are food, cloth-
ing, and shelter, To produce these necessities of
life, he bhas to use land. The prevalent high
prices of land make it possible for the land-
owner te ask—and to get—from the person
who wishes to work for himself about half of
what he produces for the privilege of using the
fand.

It is clear that the laws in capitalistic coun-
tries that make possible high land prices, deny
cconomic freedom to the individual to this
extent. The question arises, why do we have
high land prices? This is being written in
Phoenix, Arizona, and what has happened here
in the past six years, and what has bappened to
land prices in Los Angeles, California dueing
the same time is an illustration of how land
prices have risen. In Phoenix during the last
six years, the population has practically doubled.
Tivervone knows that doubling the population is
the reason for Jand values being more than
doubled in wvalue what they were worth six
YEArs 4go.

Let us suppose that land values in Phoenix
are $100 million more now than they were six
years ago, due to the increase of 100,000 in the
population. Then cach person coming into
Phoenix in the past six years has increased land
values by $1,000. Now this $100 millien has
ot gone to the 100,000 increase of population
that produced it, but to the landowners who
had the land before the 100,000 came. In other
words, landowners in Phoenix are better off by
100 million that they did not produce, If
ordinary interest rates are 5 per cent, an increase
of $1,000 i land values in a piece of land i3
cquivaleat to an increase of 350 per year in a
rental value, Five per cent of $100 million is

$5 million, This means that the landowners
i Phoenix are able to charge and get $3 mil-
lion a year more for their land than they were
before the 100,000 extra population arrived,

The city of Phoenix derives only a small part
of its income from tax on land values. Let us
suppose this is 10 per cent. On the $5 million
per year that the landowners get due to the
increased population, the city collects $500,000
and leaves $4% million in the pockets of the
landowners, This raise of $100 million in the
land values of Phoenix makes it possible for the
landowners to get a larger proportion of what
the land user produces for the use of the land.
Is it not evident that what the community pro-
duces belongs to the community and should be
collected for community expenses? It is due to
the fact that for the United States as a whole
the community collects only about 10 per cent
of the amount produced by the community and
aflows the rest to be collected by the landown-
ers, that the landowners are able to collect such
2 large preportion of what the land user pro-
duces for the use of the land.

Expetience has shown that for the use of
ageicuitoral land, the landowner is able to get
about half of what the land renter produces
for its use. It is hard to trace the amount paid
by the land wser to the Jandowner for city land,
We all know thai the amount paid per acre for
use of city land may be thousands of times the
amount paid for agricaltural land per acre. On
the assumption that the city land user pays no
more in proportion to the city landowner than
the country land user pays to the country land-
owner, the amount paid for the use of land is
of the order of $100 billion per year, or half the
income of the country as a whole.

Is it not clear that the general level of wages
is controlled by what 2 man can keep when he
works for himself ? In general, no one is going
to work for a boss if he can make more by
working for himseft.

Agriculture is the most fundamental industry,
for it produces all of the foed, and most of the
clothing, that mankind has to have. Therefore,
what & man can keep if he is a tenant farmer
determines the generai level of wages in =il in-
dustries as well as in agriculture,

What a tenant is able to keep after he has
paid the landowner for the use of the land is
the tenant farmer's wages, We have seen abave
that the high price of land enables the land-
owner to collect about half of what the tenant
farmer produces for the use of the land; there-
fore, the high price of land cuts the tenant
farmer's wages in two. Is there any escape from
the conclusion that the high price of land cuts
all wages in two?

This {s another way of saying that if the
community collected all of the community-
created ground rent, wages in general would
be twice what they are now. From what has
been written, it may be thought that the writer
is opposed to the system of private ownership
of land. Such a conclusion would be 4 mistake,
for he is convinced that the system of private
ownezship of land is the best way to assuze the
continuous, exclusive and private possession of
fand, which is necessary for its best use. If the
community would collect, say, 95 per cent of

the communty-created ground rent instead of
about 10 per cent, as it does at present, sub-
stantial justice would be done. The tenaat
farmes's wages would be about doubled--all
wages in general would be about doubled—and
any demand for the naticoalization of land
would be avoided.

Since the close of World War 11, there have
been many millions of bables born in the
Unietd States. None of these bables came into
the world as landowners. They are all land
users, for oaly from land can be produced the
food, clothing, and shelter they must have if
they are to live. The presence of these millions
of babies has increased the demand for land,
and thereby enables the landowners to charge
the land users an increased proportion of his
product for the use of the land. No one, as a
landowner, preduces wealth, There was a time
when some millions of dollars per year went
to the Schenleys from land they owned in Pitts-
buegh. 8o far as 1 know, the Schenleys never
lived in the United States. Seventy-five years
ago, most of the land of England was owned
by the aristocracy, and they were very rarely
fand vsers. In many cases, landowners hold land
out of use, thereby decreasing directly the num-
ber of jobs available; for we must not forget
that wealth-producing employment consists in
producing wealth from land or its products,

We all recognize that land is just a5 much of
a gift from the Creator to mankind as air is,
and that therefore land is comunon property
and cveryone has a right to his share of it as
he has a right to his share of the air. The laws
of all capitalistic countries which permit a small
proportion of the people—the landowners-—to
collect most of the ground rent produced by the
whole community, enable the landowners to
collect as much as half of what the land users
produce. These laws arc unjust and produce
uncmployment, poverty, depressions, and an
unjust distribution of wealth., These laws deny
economic freedom to probably 90 per ceat of
the people in the United States. The Commu-
nists are pointing out so cleatly as never before,
the defects of the capitalistic system, and it
is quite possible that if these defects are not
cured, they may win the argument; and if they
do ,we will enter a second Park Ages,

Land Value Taxation in Canada

(Centinned from Page One)
of improvements operates exteasively in all four
of the western provinces. There is much ubeco-
nomic taxation, such as sales taxes and the
like, imposed in Canada on all levels; but the
Royal Commission on Dominion-Provincial se-
lations reported in 1940 that on provincial and
federal levels there Is a revenue from national
domain, and it estimated that yield in 1937, its
datum year, at 23 millions, of which 21 millions
was provincial. This revenue comes from tim-
ber leases and dues, fishing, hunting and min-
ing licenses, national parks concessions, and so
on; but it is not land value taxation. Whenever
the time is ripe politically for more revenue to
be derived from a tax on land values, apart
from the Maritimes, assessment in Capada is
all set to operate on any level on the land value
taxation principle.

Acknowledgements for information supplied are
due to T. H. Freeman, Chairman, Assessment Com-
mission, Saskatchewan; J. A. Arnot, Superintendent
of Lands, Saskatchewan; W. T, Fidler, Seccetary,
Manitoba Assessment Commission; Hon. C. E. Ger-
hart, Minister of Municipal Affairs, Alberta; Hon.
Solon . Low, M. P, former Treasurer of Alberta;
J. H. Lowther, Director, Public Finance Division,
Dominion Bureau of Statistics: and Linn A. Gale,
President of the Henry George Club, Victoria, B, C.
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Philadelphia

When Joseph Stockman arrived in New
York he was asked, after a few cursory greet-
ings, what happened to the News report this
month; and whether anything dramatic or ex-
citing had happened.

His reply was, "What? In Philadelphia ?”

Jee himself provided a dramatic and thought-
ful evening by again revealing to a New York
audience something of the art of living as prac-
tised by the Chinese.

Think for a moment about "the wisdom of
appearing foolish,” or "the success of appearing
to fail,” or “the ability always to be weak—to
give and give, vielding to your adversary, as
Gandhi did.” If you want something, don't
go wfter it .. if you wait long enough it will
vedne to you. The operative forces {providing
you are deserving of ity will bring it o you.

Questions came in a veritable tide and these
were ail met with the patience of one who has
become like the model he has studied and loved
so long. Referring to Communism as presented
i one question, Mr, Stockman replied, "There
are 72 different sects—the Chinese say that not
any one has all of the truth, but every one has
some of the truth. They take what fits into
thelr scheme of life and forget the rest. That
is what they will do with Communism, Bvery
conceivable Zon has been tred in China and
the philosophies of the ancient masters are still
operative.” China, in the speaker’s opinion, I3
more unified than America—for there every-
thing has a reason, there, nothing is perfect,
but there are no sharp comers, no tension—
they have time to walt.

We wore especially impressed by reminders
of the politeness of the Chinese, and even more
impressed to find that it is completely uncon-
scious, having been instilled from earliest in.
fancy 1n the home, A bad child? Oh no, bad
parents.”

While obligation within the family, and a
strict perspective of man's relative unimport-
ance in the universe, tend to keep individuals
modest i their behavior, still you will find
them always indifferent to any mistakes made
by another in their company. "It might huost
his ¢go. Better to ignore little human frailties
andd soon they will disappear.”

ns of New York

T BENTON

instructors were never satisfied. They all im-
phed that it should have been greater. Thers
is no complacency with the staff here, Anxiety
for better and better responses to the educa-
tional program, and self-criticism of their past
efforts, were very evident. 1 was surprised to
find that people who are doing such good work
in such a great movement were so dissatished
with their own efforts. However, this is prob-
ably the mark of consvientious genius!

I was glad to be invited to send greetings to
my fellow workers through the pages of the
News, and 1 hope many more of you will visit
headauarters, for it is an interesting experience.
Mow 1 am going into Mr. Donnelly’s Public
Speaking Class, where I understand he is organ-
izing his student speskers into committees for
the purpose of selilng the Henry George News
in the various classes. Hope he doesn't ask me
to make a speech.

Boston

On March 29th the spring term began in
Boston with 13 classes in Fundamental Hco-
with over 300 students in attendance.
An advanced course in "Practical Economics”
is being taught by Joha 3. Codman. Also on the
curriculum 15 a course in Principles of Tnter-
national Trade by M, 8, Lurio.

Sanford Farkas, Boston's Director, visited
New York headquarters in April and turned in
some very impressive figures on retuens from
publicity in the fast term.

Mew York

Mr. and Mrs. George Hansen have u son
born March 25th, whose name is Peter Mark.
Margaret Bateman, on hearing the baby’s name,
said, “Peter Mark ?—not Mary?”

Mrs. Hansen has been a little too occupled to
reply to her “jousting critic” but she promises
to say something in her own defense at an eatly
date. Her article in Jaonuary “Who Gets the
WNational Tncome in U. 8. A.?” brought cries of
“traitor” from a number of constittents and
even deew fire in the Industrial Worker.

“The search for the answer to our coaditions
of today,” said Miss Bmily Ciszewski at New
Yoik's Comunencement, “starts when we first
step ovt ot our own, There a disillusioning
process begins when we can’t reconcile the high
standards of our government as set down and
tanght by our schools, with the conditions as
they really are. This groping makes us examine
other principles, namely those of Communism,
Socialism, and even Fascism. In my search I
became very ioterested in Communism, but
after spending three and a half years working
with the Ruossians, I began to realize there was
something that prevented me from completely
accepting the doctrine. Then 1 was introduced
to Henry George and now I feel that my feet
are firmly on the ground.”

Miss Helen Vasiliou sald, "George's phil-
osophy has been an eye-opener. He has given
me the answers to roany problems and cleared
away o gooud deal of coafusion. His logic is
treefutable. . . Let's get to work!’

Henry Wandell of Jomathan Slater’s class
pointed out four practical advaatages to be
gained from the course, as follows: He said
it helped to inform friends and acquaintances,
and to clarify their questions. Also that it would
ensble one to distinguish between informed
and uninformed speakers on the radio and else-
where. Further that at the close of such a course
one would not be misted by all and sendry who
think they have the secret of the moge abundant
life—and there are many,

Among those on the program who spoke
with sincerity and zeal, werer Mrs. Vieginia
Rowland, Mrs. Haddie Baeclay, Gwendolyn
Brown, Dorothy Frooks, Mrs. Newman, Wil-
lam Barlow, Donald G, Gill, Henry Peras,
Norman Weissman, Victor J. Allan, Albert
Gafka, Paul M. OBrien and Dennis Cronin,

Ezra Cohen, trustee of the school, was the
only instructor catled to the platform. He turned
the tables by exposing to the delighted stu-
dents, something of the way the instructor feels
at the outset of 4 new class.

“As the course opens,” he sald, “some twen-
ty-five strangers sit in the classroom with pa-
pers in their hands, and wondering, as they
logk at the teacher, who that bald-headed man
is and what he's going to tell them,

“The instructor meanwhile is saying to him-
self, wonder what U'n going to get out of this
banch” &

Purther etching in the pictwre of the hard-
working teacher, he pointed out that if the
instructor doesn't hold his class he doesn't get
another one, and though teachers arc not paid,
still it would break their hearts to be deprived
of this lzbor of love.

“You have about completed your first lap,”
he told the students, “You have a small realiza-
tion of what is in stoze for you in the advanced
courses. Bach one of these is a brand new ex-
perience. You'll find that the next course is
much more exhilaraling than this one was,
Trom this point on, you're on your owr, In the
Teachers’ Tralning you go through the same
things you've just been through, but you do it
objectively—you sit down and try to conjure up
all the things that will be said by people coming
into the class, The crowning experience is tak-
ing a class of your own. That's an experience
that youll never be able to duplicate, for it car-
ries you into a realm of fulfillment. -

“There's yet an additional thrill, because we
see those whom we teach take classes of their
own and tumn out students of their own, The
only thing which keeps us from spreading out
is the shortage of teachers—but this is a very
stow and meticulous process. You've got to
koow your stuff! When you become identified
with this group you join one of the most intel-
lectual, liberal and far-sighted groups. No mat-
ter what your profession is, it's going to help
you. Your friends, and even your relatives, are
golag to respect your opinions more—not only
on this subject—but on any subject—because
you learn to think. You will become an indi-
vidual who can't be disregarded.

"This,” he said in closing, “is 2 world-wide
movement—a young movement, for the young
in heart and the young in ideas.”

VI's terrific” said Ed Fitzgerald to pretty
Pegeen, "more people ought to know about it,”
speaking of Progress and Poverry at breakfast
(over WTZY, “That's my book,” sazid his wife,
Ul sent for it A week later the Fitzgeralds
again referred to the school on their program.

A new course which s attracting attention in
New York is "Competition, Prices, Monopolies
and Government,” by Morris D. Forkosch, This
i an examination of the underlying assump-
tions of [ree competition and its effect upon our
price-capitalistic economy, “Practical Wiiting,”
under the direction of Sydney Mayers taxed the
capacity of the classroom, while Public Speak-
ing, on Thursdays under the leadership of James
F. Donnelly, 1s abways entertaining., {Review
and practise session on Tuesdays.)

George' Royal, who has cecently completed
Dy Brown's correspondence course, with high
masks, is teaching a Continuation Course. He
thinks so well of Dr. Henry Guanison Brown’s
course that he suggests a similar one in the
Henry George School. All 31 classes in Funda-
mental Beonomics and International Trade and
Social Problems got under way with good at-
tendance.

We were sory to hear of the death of Dr.
F. ¥ Roman, founder and director of The
Roman Forum in California, He was 2 member
of the University of California board of re-
ents, with degrees from Yale University, the
Tniversity of Berdin, and the Sorbenne,

His publication steadily advocated the prin-
ciples of Hemry George.
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The Synthesis of Labor sy eveons rrmosere

bx “THE superiority of buman rights over
propetty rights” is coming mote and more
into political usage, an examination of the im-
pression this phrase conveys, as contrasted with
its true meaning, may be in order. This has
such a righteous ring that it is often used to
clinch an argument when logic fails and it is
usually delivered with finality.

As commonly uaderstood it expresses the
idea that there are two distinet kinds of rights
which are separable, one belonging to humans
and the other to “property,” the formet taking
precedence over the latter. This explanation
finds acceptance because the State has been
stressing It increasingly in its efforts to take
over control of production.

This potent phrase would scon lose its val-
idity, however, if it could be demonstrated that
by applying the laws of fundamental econormics
these two “rights” are really one and insepar-
able, Property, in the terms of a Georgist econ-
omy, is wealth produced by the application of
labor to hand (and having exchange value) or,
tn other words, the synthesis of labor and ma-
rerizl things. Man establishes ethical title to his
produce or his property because it embodies a
patt of himself, his fabor,

John Lodwe was one of the flest great phil-
osophers to express this thought, He believed
that, in the first place, cach man possesses him-
sclf absolutely and, in the second place, that he
possesses absolutely anything in which he has
put his labor. In his Two Treatises of Govern-
ment, fiest published in 1690, Locke explains
“Whatsoever he removes out of the state that
nature hath provided and left it in, he hath
mixed his labour with, and adjoined to it some-
thing that is his own and thereby makes it his
property.”” He goes on to say in the same work,
"Though the water running in the fountain is
everyone’s, yet who can doubt but that in the
pitcher is his only who drew it out”

Since then, all property produced by man be-
comes a virteal part of him, it is impossible to
affect his property without affecting him. To
deprive a man of his propetty or to restrict
his usage of it s at the same time to diminish
his natural rights and it is impossible to do one
without doing the other. Locke also identifies
{in his aforementioned work) property rights
with human rights when he says that men
unite voluntarily “for the mutual preservation
of their lives, liberties and estates, which I shall
call by the general name, property.” The only
exception that a Georgist could make to this
would be to exclude land which is presumably
included undet the term “estates.”

To illustrate further the falseness of the in-
creasingly popular conception of the relation-
ship of human rights and propetty rights, we
have the common law of centuries. In practi-
cally all times and places, the common law
hag always punished crimes against property by
body restraint or corporal punishment, fines be-
ing secondary, demonstrating once again the
close identification of property and human
rights. In one of the oldest and muost widely
accepted codes of moral conduct, the Ten Com-
mandments, we find the injunction “Thou shalt
not steal.” It is not likely that this safeguard of
property rights which this Cominandment really
ts would have been found in this most basic
of all codes if these rights were not of the
highest order.

The history of all times shows us invariably
that restrictions of property rights go hand in
hand with restrictions of human rights. It is not
cven necessary to go very far back, & glance at
the present world scene reveals ample proof of
this, In the United States, where property re-
strictions are comparatively light there is a
large measute of personal freedom. In England
and France, where property rights are much
more restricted there s a much smaller measure
of civil rights. In Russia, where property rights
have disappeared almost altogether, we find the
total disappearance of human rights. It is simply
a matter of degree and method but the evidence
of history bears out the theory that democracy
varies directly with property rights, It is unfor-
tunate. moreover, that infringements of prop-
erty rights these days take on a legal and moral
coloring because these restrictions are promul-
gated by a democratic State in the form of taxes
taken ostensibly for the general welfare and we,
therefore, tend to accept them witheut too much
protest. However, the fact remains that taxes
tend to circumscribe one’s activities in many
ways and can be and have been used to destroy
every natural sight. Personal freedom is inverse
ly proportional to the degree of taxation, At
this point, it is desirable again to stress that the
foregoing references to taxation do not apply
to lnd value taxation because the land valug
tax is really not a tax at all and therefore does
not affect our rights adversely,

The phrase “human rights are superior to
propesty rights” is most unfortunately only one
of a growing number of sophistic phrases which
the politicians are sprinkling arcund so liberally
to win the voles of the have-nots and it is the
duty of the less gullible among us to try to re-
veal the falseness of their propoganda. Our only
weapon is the relentless application of fact and
reasan and the belief with Henry George that
right action will follow right thinking,

FLT NN
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More About the Indians

By Noan D. Arprr

WCmEmU ARQUND by the white man of-
ganized as the People of the United States,

a number of Indians finally landed in the good
lands of Oklahoma, But that was the trouble.
The land was good, too good for the indolent
Indian. The orders went forth. Give “em an-
other shove. And a number of the Indians fouad
themselves up in the northern wild lands of the
State. Getting a living was tough grubbing.
They wete a sorry lot.

The Do-gooder White folks sized up the
situation this way. Living together the Indians
failed to progress and develop “"White Man's”
initiative. The “Tribal Customs” were a handi-
cap. Divide the land into allotments, Then the
Indian will have personal incentive to produce.
So it was done.

On a certain day in this area each Indian then
living was to secure a headright. Two minutes
before midnight an Indian baby boy was born.
The Indians promptiy dubbed him *Johnny-on-
the-Spot.” Two minutes after midnight came 2
second litile Indian. He was promptly dubbed
“Johnny-Too-Late.”

"Oil, lead and zinc were discovered, Some
Indians became very, very rich; others re-
mained as peor as before. Now Indians were
getting the results of White Man's Castoms
just as White Men did. .

Let’s all arise and sing "God Bless Americs

I3

The essential principle of property being to
assure to afl persons what they have produced
by their labor and accumulated by their absti-
nence; this principle cannot apply to .ﬂ%mw is
not the product of labor, the raw material of
the ecarth.

When the sacredness of Eowﬁ@ is talked
of, it should always be remembered that any
such sacredness does not belong in the same
degree to landed property. No man made the
land: it is the inheritance of the whole species.

—JoHN STUART MILL

How I First Became Interested in Henry George

~Bome years ago I introduced.in a long list of speakers, \me. president o,m
the Vocal Teachers Association, giving him, “Why Music Teachers Teach Music.

After an elaborate pre-oration including

Madame President, Mr. Chairman, and

every classification of person he could think of, his speech followed: “I don’t

know.,”

“I don’t know” why in 1912 I was ever moved to take a ferry boat from
San Francisco to Oukland and go te a church (a place I rarely <.pmmg because
somewhere I read that Joseph Fels, whom I did not know, was going to wm@mmm
Given but fifteen minutes, all he conld say was, “Read Progress and »QO@Q.QW
repeating it several times. So I started to read Progress and Poverty, but w did
not finish it until perhaps thirty years later. As soon as I caught the idea,
I thought: why within the next two hours I can get one hundred people
interested in this! The next two hours have extended past thirty-five years,

and I am still on my first dozen.

With hest of cordial personal recollections, 1 am
Sinecerely,

San Francisco 24

(Signed) JOS. 5 THOMPSON.

Contest Editor Noah Alper comments, “I suspect the good Joseph Thompson
has labored better than he knows. He's probably on his dozen-dozers first dozens
by this time. And, to help him get more “scalps’ in his beld readers “wm@cw«w&:&mmw
a few of that abridgement of “Progress and Poverty” (W hich he calls “More
Progress and Less Poverty”) and hand them io the hardito-get business man,
Schalkenback Foundation has o big special on this book of 150 pages, cloth

bound, of 50 rents o copy.”
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