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A Builder of Democracy b wo mmscn

HE YEAR 1898 was a memorable one for

me becanse of two events which helped to
shape my future years. One was planned; the
other was. mere chance, The first was a hard-
fought victory’ over my Itish-American, com:
petitors. for: the riplit to establish- my business
habitat at the coroer of Superior Strect that

fronted the Wedel House in Cleveland, Ohio.

My determination o hel? in the support of
my family of which I was the ymmgeﬁ mem-
ber and my willingness to meet. and fight afl

_ comiers yielded me the privilege of selling nevws-

apers and shining shoes og that particulacly
© bausy spoh. )

The second event occurred during my second
week: on. that corner in the form of 2 remark-
#able contact. 1t was around gight in the morn-
ing wwhen T sawa streamlined cariage drawn by
two. beautiful horses sto

beckoned to me and said: "Boy, kindly mind
this feamn until T get shaved.” 7

I did: so with trepiffation as this was my ini-
tial experietice. minsi
watded me: with two silver dollars and on three
successive occdsions repeated the performance.
My benefactor was the ineat. Clevelzrid
business man, Tom- L. Johnson. Out of this
tenuous. acquaintance grew a fijendship that
inspired me and profoundly influenced my life.
He had a direct effect on my future thinking
and -political philosophy. I learned to admire
him greatly-and believed deeply in his ideas and
ideals: Xti a farge mieasure he became my teacher
and I was the willing, eager pupil. He eo-
couraged me to become civic minded and he
was the: first person to introduce me to the writ-
ings of ‘his. teacher and friend, Henry George:
At. first he sent me Henry Georgels Socral
Problems and Titer Progress and P'a'vaﬂd;‘

"I-'h;l reading of these books tevealed to, :g-e
that Henry George was d by the prob
lem of poverty in the Un?ts:aflsiates’_and_,l{,s;on
‘became. aware that no other réformer bad at-
tacked’ it so fundamentally -or so eloquently.
As he stated, “Poverty is not. fn"cre{'ﬁ deptiva-
tion; it imeans shame, degradation, the searing.
of the most sensitive part of our soral and
mentzl. nature.-as with hot irons; the denial of
the strongest impulses and sweetest affections,
.tl'n; wren ng the spost vital nerves.”

Itrwas Hetity Geprl@F purpose to humanize
and democratize™out nlit_li)calw ecogomy that it
might serve socidl endd: rather than class ex-
plottation. Hé delibertately tried to fuse eco-
nomics with ethics and that, of course, was
contrary to the prevailing practices of the day.
He believed that without economic justice polit-
ical democracy remained 2 myth., “Democratic
government in more than name can exist only
where wealtth is distributed with-something like
equality - whén the preat mass of citizéhs are
pessonally free and: rhdependent, neither fet.
tered. by ‘théir E:ve.rty hor made the subject by
their wealth,” he wrote. -

This equality he insisted could be attuined
only by the land refotm-~~truly, “the greatest of

3 at fhe turb and a
somewhat heavy-sct faan alight, He whistled and

ng horses. For this be re-

Toin L. Johnson

sacial revolutions.” He constantly emphasizzd
that our great material development necessitated
a higher moral standard. 1 quote him farther:

“Civilization, as it progresses, requites &
keener sense of justice, a warmer brotherhood,
a wider, Joffier, truer public spirit. Failing
these, civilization must pass iito destruction . . .
For civilization kaits men more and more close-
Iy together and’ constantly tends to subordinare
the individual to. the, whole and to make more.
and more impottant social conditions.”

Henty George's works.bad 1 tremendous. cir-

culation in Ohiio, lurgely becanse of the fact that-

Tom L. Johnson had been won over to his
views. There followed 2 sincere and lasting
friendship between Johnson and Henty George.
No pupil ever gave himself more completely: to

a teacher than Johnson did*to George. “The- re-

snlt was Johnson's determination to alleviate
social injustices through the political mediurm.
He became a convinced: single taxer and free
trader.

Before he.entered the: political arena, he had
already won ¢utstanding successes in business,

so he was a bpsiness man befote ke became 2 -

reformer. He had the -imagination, the courage.
and dacing thit-enabled him fo rise from pev-
etty to distincion and economic power while
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still. in-the middle thirties. The- street raitwa;
systemns of Louisville, Indianapolis, Detréit &mg

Cleveland, were largely developed by him, He.

had the rare gift and judgment of the execn-

tive in selecting capable and efficient .business

associates and assistdnts.

All these successes however, wete-accepted in
a spirit of modesty.and always present was the
felt desire to serve the public. He was
determined to create a new order in social
values, both in politics and business, and ke un-
,gfstimbly h%ged' to educate, the public for .

-acceptante of social progress through gav-
ernmlent. He¢ was.a constaht challenge to ortho-
dox:concepts of political science and economics.

During his early business successes Tom
Johnson pever considered fundarmental canses—
he was mainly interested in results. But from
the time- that he fitst read Henry (gorge’s clear
diagnosis of out present economic disease, viz.:
monopoly capitalism, he began to question the
economic system which permitted moncpoly.
He. ofbe;n b?ild' “'9;;: oursehves ha.gehgreated
monopoly aw.” Hecontinued to fght vigor-
ously against the monopolies and he was re-
elected ajyain and again in the face of powerful
opposition by the traction and utility magnates.

Johnson's two tetms in. Congréss were. chil
devoted to the enunciztion of the doctrines of
‘the single tax and free tride. He rendered dis-
tinguished service to Hefiry ‘George's carnpaign
for the mayoralty of New York. His emphasis
on social valnes and his clear exposition that 2
piece of land is in and of itself velueless until
the people enbance it, shook the basis of our
ancient ontmoded concept of- pro ,

Johnson planned to translate his philosoph
into practice. He first sought and won the offic
of Mayor of Cleveland in 1901, retaining it
until 1910. The remarkakile-charactetistic of this
leader was that, while he was at all times con-
sumed with the fire and zeal of the reformer;

the sound, practical. adninisteative kﬁowie_dge

that he acquired in; his Buginess career permit-
ted him to give his city-honest, economical and
efficient government. In retrospect, I can truly
say that he was the hest mayor of the best gov-
erfied tity in the United States.

In his short autobiography, My Story, pub-
lished toward the cnd of hus life, he wrote: “To
give good governrnent wasn't the.thing 1 was
in puﬁ?lct': life for, It was 'a side issue," merely,
While we ttied to give the people clean and
well lighted strects,  water, free access fo
the parks, public baths and comfort stations, a
goo&f police departoient, careful market inspec-
fion, & rigid systerr of weights. and measares,
aid to thake charitable and correctional inst-
tutions aid the unfortenatés and correct the
wrong doers and to d6 the hundred and one
thi:ﬁs;,ﬂaat a municipality ought to do fot its
inhabitatits, while we tried 1t 8o all these things
and even to outstrip othet cities in the doing of
them, we never lost sight of the fact that they
wete not fundamental™ '

He fully realized that great-changes, -epochal -

{Continued on. Page Threz) B
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to the single tax,” i
ecl:!ic8 enongh Eﬁ provided
:E ector sticks to his guns. Such
chaﬂ'mu:s as: “It is not fair o smgle
cut the landowner;” ““There is an
unearned decrement as well as an
unearped mcrcmcnt," “Land isn't
important 20y note;” and such like

these can be taken in stride.

Pinsing down the objection is half
the job of overcoming it. Often it
is difficult: to determine an objector’s

osition, A classic example is the
assertion that “the single fax is based
on ‘patural rights’ which do not
exist; society, the state, determines
whatever rights there age.” And just
- as we're about to deal with this, up

- comes another objection from the
same source: “The single tax would
be wnjist’ Amazing, isn’t it?

But the most elusive thing to
deal with, is the airy dismissal, “As
everybody knows, Henry George
?has Eﬁiﬁ discreg.idted , disproved and

spelled; period” We try to get
held of smgirthmg before it disa

a chimney or ﬂ:u'm:lgh the
ooking-glass, but 1o vzin., The sub.
ject is chmged or an appointment
must be ke

Keep at it though, and if we're
Iucky, we may find this: “The singte
tax will pot do all its proponents
claim for it; it will not cure all-hu-
man ills; many things mast be,
done; w_e’:e Jiving in a2 complex
world.” Still pretty m?', isa't it?

Suppose it doesn't do all we say,

ose it doesn't cure all human

Sup other things must be
done? Wﬁymh&ve%z do your
laundry, do you refrain from buy-
ing soap at all becanse such wonde:-
claims are priated on the wrapper?

All right, there are other rh.lnga
We offer you oppertunities
to nature’s riches. Do you refuse be- -
ceuse we don’t put a shovel in your

Su

Doymlwonderwhywereso in-
sistent about our fundamentals
- when there are “so many other

things”? It is because you must

build from the ground up, and un-
less you have a st oundation
-you can't have a strong supetstruc-
tare. Let the study of cconomics be as
- complicated and Pmlix as you please,
. but so long as man’s fundamental
relation to the land is ignored and
neglected, it all comes to nanght.
please excuse us if we do nét
spend our tme nailing the furni-
tuge it plece and reinforcing the
quivering chandelier. Indeed, we
are 50 andacious as to hope, dear
friend and objector, that you will
help us with the foundation,

@eﬂmg for Gewgists

_ By NOA¥ D. ALFPER

Taxes With a Sitver Lining

An arh.st[caﬂy armnged placard in the show window of the Union
Pacific Railway Com; ticket offiee in Los Angeles reads:

“Wobody likes taxes. That's for sure! But when it comes to taxes
paid by the Railroad, Union Pamﬁctakes ﬂ)eﬂthﬁx&ethﬂttaxes are like
a cloud with a silver Immg

- “Those taxes help, in a large mme, to fn.rﬂf:er the progreas of
the communities which the tailroad serves because the tax money is con-
verted into new school buildings, hospitals, parks and other civic im-
provements. -

“Since the taxes we pay are largely derived from our freight and
passenger revenue, shippers and travelers located in the tersitory
by Unign Pacific have the satisfaction of knowing that past of every
transportation dollar they spend w1th s contributes to welfaré of
their respective commuiitiss.” - -

Dear, UPRR Yoird public rcla&zons “Blurh” fooks cute to the’ mass
of passers-by, and that's as intended. But to Gmrgxsts ‘it looks kike
another plug for communism. Couid be'you don't get it! Could b_e
own much land in the communities you serve oy do ”get it” (And
ﬂzanthWScflmAnge!és‘}-. .

N Diverting Progress Benefifs to AN
M. L. 8. Herron, Editor of the Nebraska Co-operator, writes:
“Those Danes ase smart people. They stand right up near the front
in doing things for themselves—co-operatively-—rather thin' going to
stateism. And now they-aze rapidly seeing that they need the single tax
to keep the gains ma. by their co- cpemtrva*; Frum ail being absorbed
in unearned increment. -

“The smgic @ax is a means to bnng pmpcﬂty, md a!so a means
to keep prospesity from heing absorbed entirely by the owners of title
deeds. Co- uperatw&s like all other good things, incregsé jand valies. We

_ need the single tax right along with co- opcmtwcs _I\.see that the bene-

fiits do not all go tnthewzongpeop e

“When I was in California last autumn; an agna.:.[tuml economist &

in the University of California told me of seeing an advertisement of

“land for sale near 4 San Joaquin Valley town, in which one of the sell-

ing points was that the community had good co-operatives!” ~ -
. Today’s Free Enterprise -
From The New York Tunes, May 3, Washington:
*The House Ways and Means Cymnmattee voted 13 to 12 tods';r to
give ‘cconomy brand’ cigarettes a tax reduction that would enable them
teunderseﬂthestaadudmakebyﬁ cents & pack.”

- An item in the California F‘av_-me_r of April 8, states:
"Mebby the nﬁhmy politicians at Sacraments have given thought
g tg;alwely nabo Patade of the toltways and dectded to get on the
n
ngwo years ago . . .-the Highway Division opposed tollways
and favored more gasoline taxes.

“A tollway LA to SF would bring in private cz‘lthal and make ]ugh
way tex funds go farther on other roads of the State. -

“Farmers can pat themselves on the Back for bringi
issue to State notice -especially the Assocrated Farmers w
the follway idea at Sacramentc two years o

It's 2 nice deal for farmers who own land, but what‘ of the farmers
who are to buy land? After the “tolls"” have-

the tollway
who sponsored

ments in your back yard?
Ts the Solntion Mora Rent Collactors®
In-an article on the Nosthwest Giant (Grand Coule¢ Dam) in The
New York Times of April 30, Richard L. Neuberger writes: -
“Because the cutrent census is cxpmd to show that the Notthwest

has experienced a heavier propostionate increase in population than any.
other part of the country, many newcomers probably will bid .on each .

ulation
above 2

parcel of land, For this reason Congress has enacted an anti
statute, providing that water can be withheld from tracts 5o
Gﬂvemmerﬁ‘nppmscd price.

“Under the safegmrd of this law,” he adds, “the best iand Prub-
ably will sell for from §7.50 to $10.00 an acre™

private holders witheut restrictions? Certainly several hundred dollass
an acre. Bv act of government some are kept from getting, while others

are getl:mg, unearned rent. The people financed th.e Grand Coulee Dam.

and are stuck once zgain.

paid for the road, the state
-gets it free. How would you like to have “othef people”™ bmld improve-

f@{_’;@;fz@ {Zf%

' By HENRY L. T. TIDEMAN

westion, If tent of land be
the only source of lic
revenue, thus practically talang it
all, should rot ihat result in the
foss of incentive among landowners
for the efficient vse of land?
Anrwer., Time is 2 cmtmumg

relationship, ‘We plant in one sea-

son and reap in another. We io-
habit after we build. All produc-
tion znd all possessions involve
time. Therefore, the incentive for
the best use of land is dependent
upon safe temure. To encourage
that best use, mwen must feel as-
sured that they may reap where
they intend to sow and may have
2 place to keep their possessions.
They will not erect buildiags un-
less sure that they may keep them.
Though all production involves
the contipuing use of land, it doss
not requite the ownership of it
Most production is carried on oo
rented land. In that part of pro-
duction in which landholders oper-
ate wpon their own holdings, tent
is as much an uneatned surphis as
on the rented lands. Where men
wo;k upon rented lands, they now
ive up “all the rent” without los-
ing incentive. If those working
mpon theic own holdings were to
be taxed only for their nuearned
surplus (rent) they would prosper
o v‘\:uth their tenant nc'nghboxs
who mw aﬁte taxed E{ their fand-
lords for all their surplus
To muke rent the ° onf;ggof;cc
of public sevenue,” it will be nec-
essary to ebolish all other tazation.
The taxes to be abolished are real
deterrents to the best use of land.
When we will have repealed the
taxes now levied upon housing and

which fall upon buzldmg materials,
will we not to make
better use of housmg ds?

By sholishing the fawes which
fall upon omr food -and clothing
supplies, thus reducing the cost of
Tiving, will we not incresse.the de-

for things which can be prof-
itably pmduced only from and
upon the land?

Ta.xmg land values in such man-
ner: as to take (as neatly 25 pos-
sible)” all- the available rent, by
making land .monopoly costly in-
stead of wonld
sure upon landholdess to nd and
users, thus reducing its rept and .

rice. The abolition of txation of
bor products would encourage
the production of wealth, thus in-

. ducing the most pmﬁmble use of
Bot what would it selt for if the people were free to bid to the’

land. .

Between thcse two foces — a
push behind and 2 pull in front —
the economic process should make

y prosperous.

'I‘he Henry George Mews (Continn!
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A Builder of Democracy _'

(Continzed from Page Gne)
chinges, were rooted it
nomic trends and are often cansed by the acts
of individual leaders whose vision is always
with the betterment of humanity. He believed
intensely and sincerely that the roots of eco-
nomic evil were in land taxation and monopoly.

The great revolutionary innovations he con-
ceived and applied-in city goverament spread
their influence everywhere. Home rmule as dis-
tinctly separated from state rule, municipzl con-

trol of utilities, hodest Palice administration, -

gressive welfate activities, originated- in
%I):;mson's Cleveland administration, and be-
came new standard practices in many other
cities.
- 'To me, Johoson's outstanding quality and the
one for which he deserves to be remembered,
is his ity as a teacher. He was convinced
" that rea] reform most be slow and evolutionaty
and that a political leader's powers ate only 2¢
blic’s capacity to understand
“and live with the reforms he pro-
jects. Perhaps more than any leader of modersy
times Tom Johnson conceived his parsmount
job in public office to be that of the educator,
The educational function, as he saw it, was the
evolutionary aim and goal toward ~which the
whole effort of social reform should be direct-
ed. Under these teachings the nation experi-
enced a political renaissance, The evalutionary

aim, ethically interpreted, ls the perfection of -

man. . :
I visited him frequently ducing the last years

of his life and he never abandoned the e -

. that other leaders would arise and take hold
where he left off, He expressed infinite faith in
the Amedican people to right wrongs and in-
justices when they are ta to understand the
“ethical means to be used as well as the objec-
tives of needed social reforms. Men everywhere
were influénced by his unconquerable faith in
democracy, and he made a historic contribution
to oor civilimton. i . .

Leo Hirsch of New York has lectured exten-
sively on ethies and economics and Is a regu-
lar contribufor to Unity, a Unitarian maga-

zine publishad in Chicapo, His articles have -

algo appeared in The Standard ond School and
Heme, both New York publications. i i

Borethy Worrell, editor of the Barnsiable
Patriot, s weeldy newspaper in Hyannis, Mass-
achusetts, founded in 1830, the oldest news-
paper on Cape Cod in cortinuous publicmtion
and one of the oldest weeklies in the United
States, is another author appearing for the
first, tims in The Henry George News. We wel-
comea her initial articie on this page and hope
for more in the futore. . .

‘undercurrent eco-

Was It Preventable? s noromy worrsrr

§6 A N OUNCE of prevention is worth a
surely, Georgists subsczibe in common with
others. And, understanding the Henry George
systerm of economics, we Geotgists wish and;
when we contemplate the serious econpmic dif-
Acnlties which face our whole country, wish
desperately that the sitwation might have besn
prevented. ) .

Seeing so clearly, as we do, a straight eco-
nomic path which, if we as a people would fal-
low it, could lead us throngh many problems
and obstacles and out into the open of economic
freedom and plenty, we cannot help feeling
that the present state of affairs is unnecessary
and ocvu.l.dl. | have been prevented.

Was it preventable? .

The writer is inclined o the view that it was
not. preventable. There are. certain conditions
which can be prevented by the exercise of com-
mon sense. For e le, one does not need to
put his hand ifto  fire or on a hot stove in
order to find out it would be burned. He does
not need to insett his hand into a whitling
wheel to find out it would be cut to pieces or
severed from ihe arm. The harm that would re-

_sult from such action is obvious to anyone be-

yond the stage of babyhood.

In.a virgin conntry, however, and with a
scarce’ population, why would anyone realize
the eventual
of land and other natoral resources? Past ex-

perience wonld give no warning sign. Why
would it ocour to anyone that land and other -

natural resontces are not property and that their
relationship with price and tax is different in
effect from that of property. There was room
enough for everyone, lzad in abundance, and
no problem, )

e problem develops when the land in a

- given area is all taken up and more potential

owners are available than there is fand to satisfy
them. People crowd into centers, industry de-
velops concentrates, use of land becomes
vertical as high buildings go up, and land
values soar. Poverty and riches increase side by
side, and no one understands what can be
wrong Trouble then comes in various forms
with artificial remnedies applied, until an acutely
serious point is reached, and a ins like
Henry George is needed who can think out the
basic canse and remedy. .

*All sorts of surface remedies are tried, but
the basic cause, to cure which would remove the

offending trouble for all time, is not easily seen,

because buried too deeply under
generations of wrong economic

Courtery of The Montreal Daff-y Star

praghice,

Like Naaman in the Bible,
for whom the prescribed remedy
of dipping seven times in the
River Jordan to cure his Jeprosy
was too simple, nnHl his Faithful
servant remonstrated with him,
the economic facts are too simple
to appeal to most thinkers. They
do not ses, or they refuse to see
that the comparative few hold in
monopoly ownership the land,
“which means that o not able
{ to own are basically dependent on

‘such owners for livelihood and
all the functions of living that
are incladed in the category of
livelirood-—wrages, food, shelter,

pound of cute” is an old adage to ;v.'hi(“h, -

_of the people’s economic’ thinking.

outcome of menopoly ownership -

. ready.

:ﬁurplus, leisure; (‘..i"loic_r: of Wc;fka.nd':?ﬁ]éther an
employes or owner Of givn business. .~

' Few, indeed, there are.%who see the sitmation
for what it is, when it is mildly acute, and the
acuteness progresses faster than' the: conversion

* This is pot necessarily a discouraging com-
mentary, htxwwcg_icr. ol :
* Granted the femedy capfiot be seen -in time
to prevent -the cause and gradted the cause
grows and spreads to-acute proportions, keep- -
tng forever ahead of theselecton and applica- -
tion of the remedy; is the solution hopeless? -
"By no means. ALl that the Georgists have
done and zre doing.in the edpration of the
lic is an act of casting anchors to windward,
anchors which will hold when ‘the confusion of
forced ecomomic change comes ‘upon ‘us and
there must be those: who undetstand the funds
mental truth underlying the, change and who
can point the way and explain the transition to
those who will be bewildered. "

- 'Our education into_the Georgist ‘philosophy
-and our attempts to spread a knowledge of it

as widely as possible, thérefore, are not lost
motion. Rather, ‘th tepresent 4 very definite
step toward economic justice and righteousness
becinse they put us in a strategic position of
usefulness when the titme comes that 'we ate
needed. Far the writer believes that other forces
and other conditions will bring about 4 Georgist
economic regime. In-our educational work, ‘we
are preparing ourselves and others. That educa.
tional work, howevet, will never bring abont
Georgist conditions. They wilt come in due
time, for they are right, but they will come
from other pressutes, and we — we must be

A general economic pressure so great as to
cnnsti%nl:e virtually a m];;pse will P%:Jbabiy be

-the outcome of previiling conditions, .-which,

indeed, ate bt the natural climax of a losg,
long peried of ecoflomic fanctioning,
In the event of a collapse, a fresh start would
have to be made on all economic fronts. Tand -
taxes and rentals; real property, that is, brild-
:;ilgs and improvements; our money Systern, and

the processes of trade would need complete
reorganizing, and soch reorganizing would
have to be done on a different basis, a just and
equitable basis, for our present systern ‘would -
be wiped ont.

A lesser condition than a generzl collapse
may be the means that will implement a2 new
system, but we have pictured above an extreme
casc which will serve for illustration. And it

-may well be the way the change actually will

‘tome about.

We know that 2 radical chasge- must come,

it is inconceivable that society would re-

institute the economic systemn which, havi
been current for many centuries, has in the eﬁ
brought us to disaster. Some circumstance may -
force us into thie Henry George system, or thase
who understand it may have to come forward
with its preseatation.
. In either case, Georgists do well fo study,
teach and labor to become proficient, to impart

.economic knowledge to others, and to lay plans

for practical work. Above all, it behooves
Georgists to be ready. In fact, it is essentis] that

they be ready, for at the right moment, and that -
‘momept may come suddenly, we shall find our

cpportunity. . . L
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Misg -Patti (above), davghter of Edwin -

Friedman a New York facully member, was
gelected ms “Miss Subways” for May. Her
photograph appeared in all New York sub-
ways, buses and streetcars, On July first she
became the wile of Li. Henry A, Gilbert, a
Wheat Point graduate who has been assigned £o
duty in Western Germany, This tariff-free ex-
portation of hesuty should, we believe, favor-
ably influence foreign relations,

Good News from Belgium

M. Cortvriend of Antwerp, who aftended the
Interaational Conference of Land Value Taxa-
tion and Free Trade in Baogland last year for
the pu of gaining information on how to
start a Henry ge School, has since been
wotking steadily to establish a school in Ant-
werp. He bas aroused considerable interest in

the school’s educational progrem within an or-

ganization to which he belongs—GRADUA, a
group of chartered accountants.

GRADUA has agreed to sponsor the Henry
George School and the courses offered. Espe-
cially- interested in this educational venbure is
Mr. Wyns, the secretary of the club; the presi-
dent, Mr. Faubelets; and Messes. Brenders, de
Munck, Van Looveren and Verbeke.

Mr. Cortvriend intends to teach his first class
in the fall, using the Dutch translation of Prog-
ress and Poverty that was published ip 1938.
We extend to Mz, Cortvriend end to GRADUA
our congratulations and our best wishes for the
success of this enterprise. '

Raympnd P. Mansur

The pass_iiiof Raymond P, Mansur in Los
Angeles on May 30 will be mourned by many;
he was a firm beligyer in the philosophy of
Henry George for nearly ffty years. As a vol-
unteer maintenance man st headquarters in
New York, after his retitement from business,
he performed services that saved the school sub-
stantial sums znd always worked cheerfully.
In 1947 he went to Florida and built a little
house near Melbourne. His happiness in his
home and garden was cruelly terminated how-
ever, by a paralytic stroke from which he never
entirely recovered, although he travelled to
New York and then to Califorpia. He lived

with a brother in Ingelwood, near Los Angeles, .

and it was there he died following an automo-
bile accident which caused painful injuries,

P With inspiring courage he carried on to the’
age of 78 and left the world 2 better place for,

having lived in the true spirit of brotherly love.

San Francisee

Violent uprisings against the Communist re-
gime in China were predicted by 8. Y, W, re-
cent Chinese Minister of Land, in a lecture at
the San Francisco public library June 2 under
auspices of the San Francisco extension.

Guerilla forces and even “some of the
Chinese military commanders will stage open
revolts against the Moscow dominated regume
in Peking,” the speaker predicted, adding, "The

 Communist fashion of doing things is really

too un-Chinese and cannot go on indefinitely.”
Attributing the spread of communism in
China to the failure of the Natfonalists ta carry

out their promised land reform, Mr. Wa
claimed Sun Yat Sen's pramise “equal sights to
the use of land” had e an empty partty

slogan and land reform a dead letter. "With
the people’s economic plight becoming more
and more acute and no improvement made to
relieve the miserable conditions of life of the
common masses, the seed of communism has

found China a very Fertile ficld to grow and -

spread Fike wild flowers.” .

Mason Gaffney, mate of the Chicago
Henry George Schicel, who is now doing post
gradnate wWork in economics at the University
of California, spoke at the June 26 commence-
ment. Among the sixty who applauded M.
Gaffney's address, “Realism aad Our Ideal,”
were 18 new San Francisco gradpates.

A bound set of The Public (a periodical .

edited by Louis F. Post, friend of Hemry
George), was received recently as a gift from
George M. Strachan of Chicago, and is highly

* valued by Bay Area Friends of the new west-
.coast school. -

Los Angeles . :
The Los Angeles extension is meeting en-
couraging results in its initial efforts to promote
a Commerce and Industry Progmam patternied
after the one operating so successfully in Chi-
capo. Contacts have made with sevesal
lesding industrial firms and other organizations
which are seriousiy considering classes for ex-
ecutives this fall. Included among these are:
Lockheed Aircraft ration, Utilities Appli-
ance Corporation (of which the Gaffers and
Sattler Stove Company is 4 subsidiary), Met-
chants’ and Man ters’ Association, and an
advertising agency, Foote, Cone-and Belding.
The program for promoting special clesses

“among leaders of organized laber is also pro-

%rexsing, with the Jeaders of the local A, F. of
. considering special classes in the Labor
Temple.

Paul Jordan Smith, fiterary editor of The Los
Angeles Times, spoke on “Henry George and
a Free Society” at the spring term commence-
ment on June 20 at the First Congregational
Church, with Martin Zwick presiding.

The June meeting of S.A.G.E. was held at
the Premier Cafeteria, with Herman Ellenof,
farmerly of New Yotlk, spesking on, “Is It Pos-
sible to Abolish All Taxes?” A discussion fol-
lowed assisted by a panel made up of some of
the school's instructors. B .

At a meeting of class representatives {com-
posed of a delegate from each fundamental and
advanced class of the spring term), a great deal

of enthusiasm was evidenced fot the advanced
classes planned for the fall, and about the
school's program in general. Very often, when
the school is not able to furpish an instructor
for each area in which a fundamental class was
held the term before, the graduates form their
. own-classes and appoint a member-feader.

A Graduation Ad

HREE MONTHS ago I first heard of the

Henry George School and what attracted my
eye to the advertisement was the word Free —
something that is seldom encountered these

~ days, and I was a bit skeptical. i

Tonight I stend here to say that T have lost
faith. Lost faith in the old adage that my father
often quoted: Was nichsr kosted, Ist nichis wert,
or, what costs nothing is. worth nothing. Buf
here in this school I found something that did
not cost me ;;Thing and is worth a great deal.
- Tread a 'yﬁapcr, but. somehow or other
1 always skipped the first five or six pages where
headlines would stare at me: Strikes, Taxes and
more Taxes, Subsidies, Government Reports and
Unemployment. : :

What could I do about them. Gradually I be-
came moee and more interested in the financial
and business section of the newspaper. One day
it suddenly dawned on me that those first five
of six pages had 2 tremendous influence on the
rest of the pages of the newspaper. Brerything
including the price of food, clothing and en-
tertainment, even the progress of science, was

" affected through the many difficalties that busi-,

nEss 'was experiencing.

So, a free course in economics wes just what
I needed and wanted.

I came and found many answers. I learned
that capitel and labor are not enemies, but are
members of the same team, interested in the
same things; that their rewards, inferest and
wages rise and fall together and that they do
not go in opposite directions. We know that

Education for Freedom (19!

PINKNEY. C, WALKER, Department o
J. RopErT MasoN, President, Intern
and Free Trade, will

. da
SIXTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE b
} JULY

Round Table Disct

“THE SCHOOL AND THE COMMUN

For reservations: Henry George Scb
Conference beadguarters: De Soto k

San Diego
The George Alumni were hasts recent-
ly to 43 uates of basic and advanced classes.
“History Is Being Made Today,” was the sab-
ject chosen byC{:Idc E. Addington, minister-d-
rector of the ch of Religious Science, who
ﬁvc the main address. He suggested that if we
pe to move forward we will have to stop
dealing in personalities and deal only with

.principle. He also emphasized that the principle
§ Heney peinap.

George would win “because it is a
just principle”

Allan ]. Wilson reached San Diego on the
evening previous to the commencement exer-
cises, saw the notice in the evening paper, and
was among the.guests. He has been invited to
speak at the June Alumni meeting.

Ida M. Reeves, in sending theﬁave ltems of
interest, added, “This comes from our besnti-

ul new typewriter, iéift from the Alumni and

other graduates” Miss Reeves, formesly of
Chicago, who succeeds Bessie Truehast as San
Diego director, will be present at the St. Louis
conference. :




capital and labor at the present time do not en-
joy the full right to their just rewards—that
the landowner steps in and claims the lion's
shate. Landowners, who like the lilies of the
field “neither teil nor spin,” have through vari-
ous means obtained control of the land. Land,
we know is all the material universe cutside of

we also control ran and his products.
! We are all born and we 21l must dic, no one
¢ is exempt from that, bot in the interim of hav-
- ing to be born and having to die, we all, with-
out exceptien must have enough to sustain us
in order to live. We can't live on love and air.
Many of us deplore the fact that the age of
pioneering is oveér, but there Is an unbounded
territory to be exploged and pioneered in the
field of idess, in the field of education. We
must bring to others the hope that the creed of
* Heory Geotge brings, for we are not only be-
ing. slowly and susely d?dvcd'of our bodily
. needs, but being demotalized through* lack of
hope, sinking to a level of despair to where we
+ 1o longer care. . .
We must awaken others, fire them with hope,

let them share in 3 cause that is worth living

and fighting for. There is strength in numbers;

we must band together and fight the insidious -

evil of poverty. .

What can you do? We, you and I, can be an
example in a small or large sphere of our daily
living, In the words of Fatger Keller, leader
of the Christopher movement: yox can change
the world.

) ~— The Spirit of St. Louis
tanomies, University of Missouri, and
nal Union for Land Value Taxation
- among the speakers

" .
RY-GEORGE SCHOOI, OF S0CiAL SCIsNCE
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ms will be held on

" aND “FINANCING THE SCHOOL”

; 818 Olive Street, St Louis 1, Mo.
i1, 11th 2nd Locust, S5t. Louis 1, Mo,

Newark

Completion exercises were held on June first
for the praduates of fundamental classes, ad-
vanced classes, Public Speaking, Leadership De-
ve!o%mm_ t, and the correspondence course, Louis
M. Petnz, an instructor, acted as chairman,
Those who completed the Leadarship Develop-
ment Conese aod whe now become members of
the faculty ate: Celeste Arth and Gene Conduso
of Newark; John J. Devoe, Belleviile; Nathan
Eventoff, Jersey City; Albert Ruz, Newarls; and
Jonathan Slater, Elizabeth (the latter is also on
the New York faculty). -

Rernarks to graduates, in which he urged con-
tinued active assaciation with the school, were
made by the di.n?ctor,d]oha T. Tetley, and cer-
tificates ‘were presented by Mrs. C. A, Miller, a
trustee. Miss Dorothy Sara, the guest speaker, a

teacher in the New York school, gave a humos-

doited but sagacious talk on the popularity of
the “how tu"giicthod and its signigu J
Georgists. A discussion” period was presided
over by Dean Goldfinger, -after which refresh-
ments were enjoyed in the new club room.

man and his E:rodu(.ts, and if we control land
o .

cance for-

launch the 16th Year Expansion Program of the
New_ Jersey school. It was proposed that com-
mumity organizer groups be formed in each
community wheregzixs are to be held, These
groups will consist of a chairman and at least

five other persons. They will secure class loca-

tions, release publicity; obtain pames and do
the addressing or distributing of direct mail
omotion; handie n aper and orgapization

uiletin publicity; distribute -posters; arrange
for speaking engagerments; put on window
displays.

Mr. Tetley addressed the ‘Craftsmen’s Club

of the Masonic Lodge in Woodbridge recently
on the topic "A. H. a2nd E. Ener Atomic,
Hydrogen and Economic). More than fifty men

were' present and about'a dozen signed up for
a course to be given in that community.

- Ohio -

Ellis R, Jackson, the enthusiastic Hamilton,
Ohio director, tried something new in the way
of classes this spring. Instead of the usmal
method of conducting the conrse in Funda-
mental Economirs under the direction of one
instmctor, Mr. Jackson inaugurated a sevies of

" ten weekly economics forum meetings at the

Hamilton Y.M.CA,, starting April 13, Arthur

Walstrom, Carl Strack and Harry Kuck of Cin-

cinnati; Robert Benton of Columbus; and Mil-
dred J. Loomis of Dayton, were the guest teach-
ers during the ten-week course. Ellis Jackson
acted as coordinator. The final portion of each
meeting was devoted to a general discussion and
questions. Postal cards were sent out before cach
meeting—+these increased the attendance.
Warren ‘Johnson, Sealtest plant manager of

Tolede, Ohia, addressed the spring term grad- .

unates i that cty on June 13.
© Chiesgo
“On to St. Louis!”
That's the slogan jn Chicago among -in-
structors, graduates and others. Those who will
be present from head ers are: " Gustave

Carus, secretary, board of trustees; John Mon--
roe, director; Jessie Matteson, program ditector; -

and Leta Gale, staff secretary. -

The first two Commerce and Industry work-
shop training classes are drawing to 2 close.
Among those who attended are: Edward W.

Jochim, plant , Persopnal Products;
Wylie D, Reid, Jt., t manager, Magnaflux
Corp.; Capron R. nsen, president Graphic

Calculator Co.; Norman Mayell, executive sec-
retary, United: Wallpaper, Inc.; George . L.
Ryan, corporation secretary, Heco Eavelope Co.;
and Chester Kolmodin, U, 8. Gyp 0.
Addressing the Chicago chapter of the
Society for the Advancement of Management
on May 23, Hoyt P. Steele, executive vice pres-
ident of Benjamin Electdic Manufacturing -&m—
pany, outlined the economics educational pro-

. gram which his company has inaugurated in

conjunction with the school,
“If ene-fourth of those in industry make this

basic study of economic definitions and natural

laws, socialism will be stopped in America, in
my opinion,” he said. Mr. Steele explained that
his company sponsored two 1C-week pilot

.classes during the past year, ‘one for executives

and one for a cross-section of the personnel
Recent visitors at Chicago headgmters were:

Clayton J. Bwing, formerly of Chirago, now

" living in Mobile, Alabama; George Dana Linn,

Seattle, Washington; Noak D . , director

of the St. Louis extension; and Mr. and Mrs.
~George E. Lee, who also were happily received
at New York headquarters 2 few daps Iater,
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O ) A conferénce of- faculty members, trustees
&r'CSS By IRMA NACHBAUR and selected gradnates was called in May to

New York '
Robert Clancy, director, introduced .at the
spring commencement on June 21 for 225 grad-
-uates, the dattractive busts of Heary George fea-
tured on this page. They are availeble in a
choice of two colots, ivory or bronze, znd are
approximately eight inches high. At the cost
price of $2.50 each they were enthusiastically
welcomed, in pairs, as bookends, or singly, as
decarations. :
At the completion exercises for 65 extension
graduates, many students 11;:Ied‘g\:d- assistance in
extending class activities in the Greater New
York area. Extension instructors met and dis-
cussed plans for a special meeting to air mutual
problems. - Coe ‘
Dr. Tbrahim Mansouty, instructor in educa-
tional psychology at Hunter College, was guest
speaker at the quatterly faculty dinner and
made a fascinating talk ‘on the psychology of
teaching adulis. Arthur Lea, who represented
“the Henry George Schoal at the city-wide Adult
Education Conference, also gave a re
ﬁ:sstomEthing new has indfef.- been added! The
one-man showing of “Sunday paintings”
«by Robert Clancy, was presented at a small re-
ception on (his birthday) June 4, in the schoof
library at 50 Bast 69I:l§ ﬁc_t. Much to. the
attist’s surprise, a number of guests promptly
asked the prices, and befote the cxhib%t ?a; 2
week old several pictures had been sald,
Washi D. C,

On June 16 2 aucleus of Washington Georg-
ists met to consider the establishment of an ex-
tension of The Henry George School in the ga-
tion’s capital in the fall, . .

Harry Olney, of Arlington, Virginia agreed
to serve as secretary of the Washington exten-
siin, and John C. ‘Gatver, an alummus of the
school in New Yotk, volunteered te be the in-
structor. Mrs. G. B. Mackenzic and her friends,
who were instrumental in organizing the meet-
ing, fledged to support the formation of a
school with their services and financial assistance.

Robert Clancy and Arthur Lez of New York
were present for the flmlimimy coenference and
affered suggestions for a schon! program.

_ Boaton.

Boston played host to Rev. W. Wrylie Youn,
when the Batavia, New York pastor, who is
one of the more widely-known Georgists, ad-
dressed the Community Church Forom, on
“What Henry George Taught.” The following
evening, June 15, Rev. Young was the principal
speaket at the spring term graduation dinner,

Ninety people, or 53.8 per cent of those who
began the course last term, received diplomas
-for the wmgletioﬂ of the basic course. In addi-
tion, 28 students finished advanced classes.

Summer term stndents are basking in the
“coolth” generated by a “Sno-Breze” air-cookér.
This ipment, available through the courtesy
of ord Farkas, bids fair to raise the com-
pletion rate #bove 100 per cent.

Study classes began® June 12, 15 and 21 re-
spectively in Prograss and Poverty, Protection

- or Free Trade, and The Science of Political
Erononzy.
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"3 [This is Part 1T of an attempt to tondepse-
Progress and Poverty for those who read while
they run. Last month’s installment sogpested
. that 2 similarity seems to exist between Henry
George's philosophy and that of Mamx.}

| While the Socialists cry ot against pri-
vate ownership of land, as Henry George does,
they are also opposed to- Eiwte occupancy and

use of land. George, on other hand, insists
that only private occupancy and use of land ean
assure individm}nlfis natural right to own

every bit of wealth his Iabor and capital pro-
duces, assuming, of course, equal rights of all
to occupy and wse this planet are-also assured.

Unlike the Marxists, moreover, George lashes
out against government owncrship of eithes
land or wealth, since government produces
neither. Further, George insisted, while every
individual holds an absolute right to own every-
thing his own labor and capital produces, no

individual has an cquitable claim to anything

roduced by another individual’s labor or cap-
ital; not unless he gives an equal value in go
or services in return. ’

As for government socialistically dividing

fand in equal parcels, the people, George
held that to be both impossible and undesirable.
Foz, as Ricardo had proved beyond argument,
no two pieces of ate identical. One plece
might be more or less fertile, better or more

oarly Iocated; sunniet, drier, wetter, or richer
in mineral deposits, or in some other way more
or less productive. Consequently, dividing land
by the acte among the people can't possibly di-
vide the benefits and advantages of the land
equally. Since no two pieces of land are afike,
the better parcel with the same [abor and capi-
ta.l;ggicd, will produce an extra, and unearned
something —a few extra retail sales or a few
extra bushels of wheat or extra carloads of
metal. This unearned and additional produc-
tion, called economic vent, enables the owner of
better land to at least get by when market prices
fall; but the poorer land, obviously must, under
such circumsiances, operate at & loss. As a re-
sult, the owner of poorer land must eventually
find his fand mertgaged and finally lost to an
owner of better land. Therefore, land divided
by socialistic decree must, with the passing of
time, reform itself mafurally into the huge land
concentrations that the Secielists originally
sought to break np. (This tendeticy is now ab-
served in every one of the various aress in
Europe, Asia and South America where land has

been parcelled out “equally” among the peas-.

necessaty for governments to out land
through legislation; that even today, land par-
rﬁ!i: gself out ;wm-dly among those who can
rd to pay for the privilege of usin -
ticular sites; among chrrtl:hants, farmers:gﬁl:in;e
operators, etc., without help from or interfer-
ence by governmeat. (That all men cannot af-
ford to use fand is not due to the ladk of direc-
tion by government so much as #t'is to the low
zate of wages and interest that prevails where-
ever land is privately owned.) L
The wealth mankind now pays for the privi-
lege of ocoupying bits of the planet now falls
~ Into the pockets of 2 minority group of men
and institotions. Since neither mén nor nstit-
tion. produce rent, they can make no rightful

win) -
"afso pointed out that it isn't

the only tightfol claim to rent. .

“is now paid for with

claim to it. And since rent increases as popula-
tions increase, and falls where populations are
sparce, Geerge held that it was population —
society-at-large — that produced sents — espe-
dially city rents—and that society-at-large, there-
fore held the only jus? claim to that rent. To
summarize this phase of the drgument: pature
produces land, and nature therefore has the
only valid claim to land ownership; man pro-
duces wealth; and man alone may own wealth;

ernment produces nothing, and can’ there-
ore i y own nothing; and society alone
is responsible for rents; therefore, society, has

‘The next in George's logical progression
is obvious. If rent of all land (but not the
‘vent”? of bulldings or other improvememtr)}*
were collected by the community, and were nsed
to pay all the costs of nnning, improvin
protecting the community, no taxes have

be cted. The vntaxed producers could
Leep every bit of what their labor andc;?dul
pri?!umd. Paying over ‘the greater part of his
production to the government, as he now does,
would be unnecessaty since the collected land-
rents would more than pay the bills. And the
rents, instead of falling into private pockets, as
they do now, would be used to. pay the costs of
government, arced forces, playgrounds,
swimming pools, schools, subways, teach-
ers, policetnen, firemen and everything else that
- ui mm?gfm
from those who £ Of oy capital. Every-
one, then — laborets, ca E'lgﬁs:s ang those who

ottn, services, would beaefit from this soci-

ety-produced rent instead of being impoverish-
ed by i as most of mankind is today.
All of this brings us to an important objec-

tion to George's proposal: would the collection
of land vents instead of taxes provide govern-
meent with all the revenne it seoms lo require?
George, of course, was confident it And
if we remember that oil, coal and all other min-
eral deposits ate for the most pact rent, and
that timberlands, fisheries, commercial and in-
dustrial sites, and every other acre of land ex-
cept; the very poorest.in use produce a rent, it
isn't easy to understand why anyone should seri-
ously’ doubt that collected rents would exceed
the total taxes at present collected. There I3 no
evidence whatever to encourage such doubt. But
even if there weren't enough rent to pay </l of
government's expenses, Geotge's argument
wouldn't be weakened. For even today, in spite
of cur taxing everything in sight, we aren’t col-
lecting enough to pay the costs of government;
nor have we since the War of 1812, This is
ooly too evident if we consider that our local

" state and federal governments have had to bos-

oW m every to make up the differ-
ence b:;:gm the taygcollaﬁed a]::% the money

(Ironically governments, by issaing
bonds, borrow most of the money need
from those very individuals and institmtions
that ate now collecting the rents which right-

_ fully belong to the community.)

Even George’s method for collecting the
rents due, the community was so simple one
can't help but wonder why it hasn't - been put
into practice long ago. He proposed abolishing

*The owners of farms, factories, retail shops, sky-
serapers and apartment honses tarely ewn the land
mortzage-free on which thelr improvemeanis rest.

free enterprise and low

" rents, which land and

- where it is.
‘more difficult to travel; and leads to a full ex-

Royal Road By PHILLIP GRANT

taxation gradually twhile the commnnities that |
make up the nation — or the world, for that
matter — collected ever increasing amonnis of
land rent. The obvions result would be to even-
tually shift the burdenof supporting the com-
munities (and the central government a5 well)-
from production where it now rests—onto land
values—an unearned by-product of production. .
For the sake of emphasis, let's set this in
capital letters: GEORGE FROPOSED COL-
LECTING LAND RENTS: BUT NOT TAX-
ING LAND! The difference between the two
ideas is the difference between high-production
production. socialistic
slavery! George insisted that all who owned
land be permitted to contipue to call it their
own; that -be permitted- to do as they
pleased with it; that they be itted to use

and | it or hold it idle, cultivate it, build skyscrapess

on it or cover it with notraspassings:gnsl;dgwe
it away, settle it, or leave it to their children.

_ Just so long as the owners tumned over to the

cotnmunity 4s much rent as the land would
yield if used to its full economic capaciy,
George was content to let fandowners continue
to be landowners.
Not did George recommend that the Jand-
owners pay over every bit of the rent their lands
ielded. He thought it wiset to allow them to
old back a small percentage, a portion just
lazge enough to it worth while for the
Ia.n%enrwnet to continue to collect the rents. Not
because George was particalacly fond of land-
owners or the idea of land ownership; but be-
cause he knew that if the landowner were al-

lowed to hold back a little of the rent his Jand *

yvielded, he'd: become in effect 2 sort of land

.agent, an experienced rent-collector working for

the community. This wes to be- preferred to
collecting 100 per-cent of the rent and thus.
forcing the landowner to abandog his land; for
that would result in each community bein
forced into the land-tenting busioess whi
would certainly tempt local politicians into be- -
traying their fellow citizens. Bribes are $o hard
for most humans to resist. In 2 sentence: George
wanted no changes made in government ot
land ownership ieut simply wanted the land
ation yield satarally,
to be handed over to the communities that pro-.
duced them., |
At this point, it would seem that Henry
George was si:lufly proposing 2 betier way to
pay the costs of society and nment. But
that isn't so. His purpose in pleading that taxa-

.ton be sbolished entirely and that Jand rents be
-collected instead, was to force present. fand-
“owners either ta use their land — city, agricul-

taral, or minerai—to its full capddty; or to

_abandon it If they preferred to abandon their

land or to fully improve it, the result would
be the same: maximum production; the natural
collapse of 4l monopoly; more jobs than men
to fill them; and a permanent end to depres- -

sions and poverty. . .
To understand how these conditions must
logically follow the collection of land rents
car't be told in digest form. IF theie’s a royal
road to that am:ﬁ: khowledge, 1 doa't know
Eut T do know 2 road that's a Little

plamation. It can be found rnaing through the
‘pages of Progrers and Poverty. s
- .. THBEND
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3 ’EH.'ERE are 187,999 more [vacant] lots in

the city,” Andrew W, Multain, Commis--

sioner of Sanitation was quoted as saying in
the New York Herald Tubune; as he stood
ankle deep in gasbege in a vacant lot in Brock-
lyn, The term lots may well be defined for in
Manhattan and the Bronx a lot is 25 x 100 feet
and in other boroughs 20 x 100 feet, whereas
& separately assessed pacoel may be several acres
in size of 2 stiver of 500 square feet. Why, asks
the startled citizen. .

Well, if you po to London or Patis you are

likely to see old bouses with big front window

locations solidly filled in with stone or brick.
Why ?~—because around the middle of the 19th
century legislators passed a law placing a tax
on windows. On the Isle of Sark there are said
to be few chimneys, becanse, similarly, the gov-
ernment once placed a tax on them..

‘Thank goodness no one would be that silly
in this country} ' o

Oh no? It is-trué that we have not put taves
on windaws or chimneps spetifically, but in-
stead we have taxes on the whole building.
As a gesalt
have torn down inpumerable buildings merely
to escape taxes. That of course, explains Com-
missioner Maleain’s problem with filthy vacant

. lots. As a temporery solotion the Department
of Welfare is putting 2,000 of the 330,000
people on relief, to work cleaning up the dirtiest
lots. This is part of a program :glmgncd to put
21,000 of these persons to work on. city-spon-
sored jobs, -

“Dirty lots are a special problem,” said Mr.
Mulrain. “It's the job of the property owner
to maintain them, but many don’t. -

"Littered lots have a to atiract more
and more litter . . . They have 2 bad effect on
the’ whole nei ood, then bad habits
spread to the sidewmlks, to the gutters.”

The Depattment of Sanitation has about
2,600 men, and only 1,800 streck sweepers can
be spared to pick up fitter.

“Are New Yorkers co-pperating ag you try to
educate them?” Mr. Mulrain was asked.

“Wheee the streets, sidewalls and lots are
dean people co-operate,” he answered. “But
where they are dirty, obvicusly they doa't.” The
department gives out about £5,000 suntonses
a year in an dtfempt to “edncate” people. :

Apparently Commissioner Muirain a5 well as
most of the dtizens, have never realized how

-many ownets would find it worth while to im-
prove their lots if there were no tax on the im-
provements. Who would | his location, his
o?par!mrify, idle if he conld keep the results of
his labor and production there? We have a tax
on the value of 2 site to ownets to

put them to use instead of helding sites idle-

and preventing pradu®is from opportunity.

- The tax on Improvements, however, negates

this encouragemernit, .putting 2 severe brake on
the best use of 2 location,

The problems in each borough differ. There
are 2,933 vacaat cels in Manhattan aad
41,455 in Richmond, The vacant Jand in Rich-
mond in Ward 5 is suitable for market gardens
and should be returned to this use. They will
not be needed for residence for many years
peshaps. Some of the larger parcels in Manhat-
tas are highly desirable for hotels, office build-
ings of apartments, : L

The vacant lots cost our power and light
companies cnormous. sums for carrying their

lines past them, in deder to serve those who

this, owners in every big dity

0 Said New York Was Congested?

have had to build farther out. The last. presi-
dent of Detroit Edison, Me. Willard, used to
tell Detroiters they could have sharply reduced
rates any time they became sensible enough to
collect the full rental value of the vacant lots

" and stopped taxing people for mE;z:mg their
$

past va-
itern of inflated cost
in the operation of thig great utility, Mr, Wil-
Iacd told reporters, and conld be easily elimi-
nated by a simple change in tax policy.
Prompt and able enforcement of the tax on
the value of sites would end the huge tax de-
linquency of lot owners, whe sometimes let the
taxes go, hoping the valne may rise if a bridge,
school or other i ement comes to the

locations.. Taldng %low:z: and ga
cant fots was the bi

neighbotheod: The owner may then get-enough -

from a prospective user to the taxes and
have a neat gain for himself witheut doing any-
thing except to keep others from using what he
is not using, The writer knows ene local family
who paid no taxes on their large farm in Lon,
Island for about thirty years, except as they salﬁ
off lots. It was only recently that the officials
enforced the tax law and took the remainder of
the “farm.” : :
The difficulty of bringing snits to clear titles
‘that would make lots available to nsers is an-
other factor in forcing people to go further out
to peorer locations. An interesting exemple of
this was efforded in Harrison, New York, when
the Earkin Scap Company once bought a large
tract and gave deeds to lots-as premiums with
boxes of soap. By the time the lots became val-
uable, the heirs of the original ownesrs of the

The impact of religion on eco-
nomic life and history is discussed
in a very intecesting booklet written |
by Kenneth E. ding, University
of Michigan economics professor. :

Boulding classifies religions into &
the prophetic and priestly types,
the first characterizing the religions
which seek change from the exist-
ing order and the second those =
which seck to retain the existing order. With-
out hinting that changes may be or bad,
Boulding argues that man stru mostly to
satisfysuchdﬁmasﬁefcel&gﬁ'hcpmp e
type of religion gives him the feeling that his
material desires can be increased while the
priest} of religion tends to have him sub-
stitute. spiritual values in lieu of his failure to
inciease his material mains, . -

Boulding atteropts to show not only the ef-
fect which religion hes on economic progress
but also the effect which economic opportuni

“has on religion. In an economy where the in-

dividual has little oppottunity to improve his
material well being, religions which t};dch him
the jovs to be had in the hereafter ate more
acceptable. Americe, where apgoﬂnnity has been
great for the individual, has developed an atti-
tude which emphasizes this-worldly character of
religion. Jesus gave Christianity  stamp of this-
worldliness which it cn never quite escape.
The heart of Christianity is an incarnation of
God in Man and a dream of 2 Kingdom of
Heaven on earth, Boulding believes, .

for Harrison and-other cities to bri

LAIN TALK ¢/

By LANCASTER M. GREENE

deeds were hard to find. Soits to clear exch sep- -
arate title cost at least §400, and took time.
Buyers wete often unwilling or unable to await
the delays of the law; and city authorities did
not wish to spend money to clear the titles un-
less they had a ready buyer. ‘

As a substitute for this outworn conveyanc- -
ing system, the late Walter Fairchild, a New
York attotniey and teacher in the Henry George
School, organized a sociely to secute public reg.

* igtration of land titles. This was called the

Torrens Society, because Sir Robert Richard -
Torrens sponsored the same land reform in
Australia in 1858 where it was known as the
Torrens Act, Walter Fairchild secured such an
act for New York State and made it possible
clear titles to 'whole blocks in one suit. This was
invaluable in bringing desirsble sites into use
and making thern 2ctive on the tax rolls 2gain.
. New York has nearly fifty years of experi-
ence’ in taxing the values of sites separately’
from that of the buildings or improvements on
them. ‘I‘fﬁswﬁerim bas come through the
pioneering of Lawson Purdy, president of

- the Robert Schalkenbach Foundation, who se-

‘cared the passage of the assessing law and then
set up the system when he was president of the
Board of Taxes and Assessment of New York
City. He also served as consultant to many
other American cities where this system has
been found useful and desirdble. A simple step
to end the vacznt Tot problem forever would be
to abolish the taxes on improvements and col-
lect the full “ground dues” (Danish term).

He codtends that the reform
movements o the sixieeath and
seventeenth centuries influenced the
socalled “comepercial revolution”

and the prophetic religions of the
Quakers 2nd the Methodists in-
fuenced the industrial tevolution of
the cighteenth and nineteenth cen-
turies. Whether the material prog-
. . ress caused the new eeligions con-
éept ar vice versa, he admits he does oot know
for certain. '

" He concludes by saying that we have more
to fear from the vast ion of knowledge
in the soclal sciences than we do in the natural -
sciences, The ominous threat of atemic or bac-
teriological destruction . constitutes less of 2
threat than that of a world tyranny resting on -
the unshalkable fourdation of social-scientific
knowledge of the manipulation of men. Atomic
power can merely kill and maim men’s bodies,
where the social psychologist may be able to .

“kill and maim their souls. Ih religion he hopes

men will find the way, not to the suppression
of their knowledge but to its redemption. He
feels that oft times religion contents itself too
much with the defigition of individdal and
refatively unimportant sins and that the social
sclentists are apt to place too much emphasis
on social sins which are not identifiable enough
to ‘trouble the -individual conscience. Some-
where between thé two perheps lies the better

. answer.
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To the Editor, confiscating it through the same plillosophy and ¥ To the Editor: _'

In view of the universal revival of interest in the
philosophy of St, Thomas Aquinas, you may be inter-
ested

-in this extract from

“De Regimine [adacoram”

(being'a reply to some questions put to him by the

Dwachess of Brabant in

e eatly part of his second

perind of teaching at Paris, shout 1269 A. D)

Sexto  cueerdhatis, si
licet Exartipper Pacers in.

. westros subditos Cheisti-
anps: in gqno considerare
debetis, quod Prineiper
Tersarum sunt a Deo ine
stituti non quidem ot
Propriz_ Laera quaerang,
ut Communent p i

Utilitatem procurent.

In reprehensione eniun
guornndam principinm
dicitur in- Fzech. XX1I:-
"Prineipi eius un unedio
efus Quasi Lupi Radaces
.o et abibi di
quemdzm prophetam:
“¥Yaue pastorihus  Tsrael,

qui Pascebant Semelipses |

« +« ZIEEEM aniem menm
gon pascehatis.’™

. Unde constituti sunt
Reditns Terraram- Prin
cipibees Ur ex illis viven-
tes a Spolictione Subdi-
torum abstineant, .

‘_'U'n.de in eodem Pro- |°

heta, Dominio mandanté
citnr,  quod “principi
erit Posressio in Israel,
et Nop depopulzbuniur
Ulrra principes populum
meum.” [Emphasiz is by
me—H. G. B.}

icibur per, |

Sixthly you asked,
whether it is permissible
for you to” Tax your
Christian” subjects: in
which matter you nmst
recollect, that the Lords
of favds are set up by
God not indeed that they
may seek their own gain
but that they may. ensure
the common bencfit of the
people. :

For in condemnation of
such lords if is said in
¥zechiel XXII. “Their
Lovdy are in their midst
like ravening wolves ...
and elsewhere is it said
by one of the prophets:-
"“Woe to the pasfors of
Tsrael, who have fed just
themselves . . . but did
not feed my fodk”

_ Hunce fo the Princés
“are preseribed the semis
of landt i order 1hat by
swubrisling om them phey
- may abstain from spoils-
tipn of thelv subjects,
* Hence in’ the same
Prophet, by command of
the Lord is it said, that

be a posrestion in Tsrael,
and princes shall not de-
sguii “my people any'far«
ther than that,

Yours truly, -

—HENRY G. PRARCE

33 Robertson Road
Centennial Park

::_ Sydney, -Australia

To the Bditor: -~ =
It was ‘sixty

years ago that I became inter-

“to the prince there shall

‘ested in social problems. I bad read Looking
Backward by Bellamy, and thoupht something
could be done toward realizing his dream of a
better world, 1 osganized 2 Nationalist Club in

Kansas City, bit soon aftér came across a copy -

of Henry George’s Standard on 2 ncwsstand
and was immedzately sure that I had found the
right philosophy of political economy.

For want of a better name we sf of onr-

selves as being in the “single-tax movement,” -

but that name stands for the ideal aimed at of
" repealing all tixes upon the ‘products of labor,
leaving ocly the tax upon rouzhd rent, detes-
mined by the site valve of land, In those days
this legitimate sdtree of public revenue would

‘have supplied afl expenses of governmient - -
local, state and federal. Indeed, many of oar - -

people, including Thomas G. Shearman, called
themselves “limifed single-taxers” believing that
only a part of the le ground rent would
be 1;_1 ed, fosoph
If the Henty Geor, H A

international frZe mdge h;!é‘" been acropted, there
is every reason to believe that the subsequent
international wars would not have taken place;

but their enormous expense has been responsible
for greatly incressed tawation and many addi- .
tional kinds of taxes. Most unfortunate of all "

of these was the graduated income tax of 1921

which violated the sanctity of private property, ©

including

methods used by highwaymen.

Henry Gmrl.ge was not discouraged by the
slow progress of his philosophy, which is based
upos justice and common sense, and we should

not be, - —HENgY WARE ALLEN
' 121 Notth Roosevelt Avenue
~ Wichita, Kansas.
To the Editor:

An interesting illustration of what happens
in & country inhabited by an intelligent and pto-
gressive people is to be seen in Denmark. This
little land stands as a democratic bastion on the

“edge of the iron curtain, uncorrupted in any
way by the evil philosophy of 2 string of neigh-
boring satellite states.

It was recently ¢
16,000 copies had been sold of the works of
Henry George, the American writer on political
economny, only 630 copies had been sold of Dars
Kapital, the fu‘oduct of the German, Ka:l Marx.
The result of this-is shown in thie national leg-
islation of Denmark concerning the rating of
land values and the exemption of improvements
from taxation, and the fact that not more than
2 dozen Communists were elected to Parlia-
ment. Apart from: certain British Dominions as
Australta, New Zealand and South Africa,
probably no other country has applied the ideas
of Henry George to a greater extent than have

“=. iThe adult folk school of Denmark has con-
_ tributed to the high educaticnal standard of her
ople, making them too iatelligent to be fud-

* dled by the materfalistic meanderings of Marx,
Another factor which may have occasioned such
a wide disparity in the safe of their respective

works, is that the writings of George ‘are in

‘such beautiful Enplish and the ecenomic analy-
sis so orderly, while Marx who wrote in the
ponderovis verbdse German style, was‘bnice de-
seribed by ‘Heénry Georgeas that “prince of

muddleheads”” = —GEORGE M. Fowins
.. " 98 Tohunga Crescent
' Parnell, Ancldand, N. Z.

“By George, | feel like o million
dollars — before taxes, of coursel’

Reprinted fram THIS WEEK Magazine Corporation,

orted from there that while |

' In regard to the letter by Richard T. Hall
{May issue) in which he questions the right of
a nation to exclude “migration of a type alien

. to our concepts and ideals,” it seems to me

that the human race progresses only by trial
and ersor, but in an orderly manner. You can't
31; the roof on your house until you have built
structure that is going to hold it up.

We will oot be ready for one world until we
have at least one nation which has assimileted
and into practice the ideas of equality and
freedom. Meanwhile, the chances of this ocour-

-ring somewhere in a world of fifty nations is

ffty times as good as in a suddenly unified

world struggling with immense p 5.

No, let us keep our spizit of freedom pure,
here and in other democratic countriés where
it has taken root. If in the meantime we can
put cur own house in order, and eliminate the
tariffs and other barriers to world-wide co-
eration, we may be able to lead the wogﬁi
toward freedom. The other conrse might result
in a blackout as it did in Poland, Crecho-
Slovakia and other countries where a mating of
democracy with alien ideas was tried. .

T must admit that for the time being this
would mean holding in abeyance the final and
complete Georgist program, and that ocur pres-
ent right to exclude-such immigration rests
solely on 2 legal right. However, I still believe
we should remove the beam from our own eye

first. —J. P, Ham

1298 Brockley Street
- 7, Ohig
To the Editor:

T am sorry to say that I have yet to sec any
evidence of progressive thinking in any of the
articles so far published in the News. There
has never been, in the year past, any change in
its attitude about renf, interest or capital—nor
any proof that they exist. in the field of eco-
nomics. “Rent” is 2 myth—a definite tribute to
monopoly (land mom:sioly}. “Interest” is a
contribution to cover risk and loss (and never
does), and “capital” certainly is nof eatitled,
in a free society,. to any of the wages of laber.

“There iz only fundamental in economics
~—and that is a frée earth and it cannot be had
from our fumbling around: with injustice and
abnormalities. - ... —Fp Banzy
- . 103 Chestout Street
) - - Lincoln, Hinois
To the Editor: L

Henty George made a very modest debut re-
cently on television. In striving for authenticity,
4 major television network used a copy of Prog-
ress and Poverty as a meP in one of the scenes
of a dramatization of Henry James' The Am-
basradors. Its research could have been a little

' “more thorough because the edition used was is-

sned by the Schalkenbach Foundation, s its
dust jacket plainly showed, dating it many years
later than the action of the play {whicﬁ ook
place about 1900.)

We should not carp, however, for I am sure
that we wilf always be grateful for any display
of George’s works in any edition at any time.

. —EBUGENE FRIEDBERG
220 East 42nd 8t.
New York 17, M. Y.




