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‘New Light

N THE beginning, the magnet which drew
Russia and the United States into friendship
was their antagonism for Great Britain, Max
M. Laserson’s hook, The American Impact on
Ruisia: Diplomatic and Ideological, 1784-1917,
is a record of that pre-Stalinist refationship.
German and French influences were great in
Russja. English inflences were also consider-
able, though never widespread. Interesting to
note fs that as eatly as Catherine II, two Rus-
sian students were sent to Glas to. study
under Adam Smith and brought the tain
ideas published later in Wealth of Nations.
But it was not to old Furope, but to young
America that the Russian liberals turned for in-
spiration. The American Constitution became

the ideal which vitalized Russian political and

socioeconomic philosophy and put sinews into
the fight for constitutional reforms. A corre-
spondence between Alexander I, Thomas Jeffer-
son and Joseph Priestley discloscs that, at the
Emperor's request, Jefferson' sent-four pieces of
literature, to Russia cxplaining the Amarican
Constitution. The attitnde.of the court is re-
- flected in a-letter from Alexander to Jefferson:
“At all times I nourish a very high esteem for
vour nation which knew well enough how to
use its independence particularly by giving it-
self a free and wise constitution which insures

the happiness of all and that of every one in

particular””

As in slave-holding America, the emancipa-
tion of the Russian serf came only after a long
struggle. Many were the brave voices silenced
by execution or exile. Many were those who
fled their Fathedand to continue their fight
from Europesn capitals. Dr. Laserson gives us
some of their stories.

One of these was Alexander Herzen, Survive
ing two exiles, Herzen left Russiz to set u
headquarters in Western Europe. Here, in bti

- liant articles, he vented: his anger 3 inst czar-
ism and serfdom. His “Kolokel” (Bell), though
officially bapped in Russia, was widely circu-
lated tﬁe:c and was read by members of the
royal household,

Another was Nicholas Chernyshevski who,

because he remained in Russia, was hams
i of doubletalk called

lg Cen. A )
the Aesopic language wifiich he employed, did,

however, encble Bim to get over his ideas in
disguised form. Thus, the abolition of serfdom
—an illega] goal—was called a “reasonable dis-
tribution of economic relations” and was clear-
Iy understood. In 1858 Chernyshevski's “Sovre-

menik” sent to all ity subscribers, as a free

sapplement, - Harriet Beecher Stowe’s Unele
Tom's Cabinr, As Dr, Laserson points out, “the
acceptance of this story lnto Bussian literature
in the 1850's and 1860's is one of the most in-
teresting features of American cultural "and
political influence in Russia.” | -
Serf and slave were freed almost sidmltane-
ously. After that, the two cowstries followed
similar capitelistic lines of industrialization
until 1918, when they pasted company,

on Old Russi
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The chapter, “ George in Russia” is
valuzble because throngh his translation of Rus-
sian books and other documents, the suthor has
brought to light new information. For the first
time we have some measurement of the impact
on pre-Soviet thought by the grest Ametican
economist. ‘This was felt first about 1880 and
his populasity was greatest between 1900 and
1910, in which period the agrarian problem
was being hotly debated. . :

By 1910 most of Henry George's boolrs, im-

'}Jurta:zt articles and speeches had beeh trans-

ated, read and interpreted in Russia. Progress
and Poverty had been twice translated and
many revised editions had appeared after the
revolution of 1905. Censorship bad besn leni-
ent. Only such references as, for example, the
one describing the crowned heads of Euro

- sitting on barrels of nitroglycerine and the allu-

sion to the hanging of the three Nihilists at
Kiev, had been deleted. ’ ’

Like the puzzie-builder who choses from
among his many colored pieces those which fit
the paitern as he envisions it, each school of
Russian th —ihe Papulists on the one end,

the Marxists on the' other—took from George

that which best suited its political goal

A letter from Karl Marx to his Friend Fred-
erich Sorge displays his ignorance of the Ameri-
can scene. He asks, . . . how did it happen
in the United- States where in comparison with

civilized Eurcpe land has been relatively acces- .
.sible and to' a certain degree remaine

so, o
the great masses of people, that the capitalist
economy and its enslavement of the working
classes grew quicker and more shamelessiy than
in any other country?” . -

12873

& By V. 6. PETERSON

A-non-Marxist German economist, Werner
Sombart, made the intcmﬁng observation in
1906 that “If . . . modern socialistn actually is

- nothing but 2 phenomenon of reaction against
- capitalism . .

. the United States must inewit-
ably become the classical country of socialism
and, its wosking people the bearer of the most
radical socjalist movement.” That this has
failed to mdterialize, Dr. Laserson says, is ofe
of the great disappeintments of Eutopean
socialists.

“The social doctrines of Russian Populism
grew from the roots of the repartitionsl tenure
of allotment Jand before the emancipation, im-
plemented periodically by the village com-
munity, Perfodic distribution and redistribution
by village communa] asserblies with the inten-
tion that such redistribution -shonld be made
justly and equitably ta each member households
hecame routine and self-understood. From this
institutional custorn the Social Revolutionarizs .
later built up their ideas of equal land use.
Thus Russian agrarian Populism created its own.
conception of a new peasaot socialism at-
ed by the ideas of natural law and justice. This
in itself was a repudiation of Westetn Marz-
sm.”” o .
From the above it.is to see how Hen

George fitted into the Ia?'nﬂdsymﬁmaﬁzatiﬂn ;i? '
gram of the Russian Populists. They did not
embrace him wholly; nor did they believe that
his doctrines had universal application, buof,
-according to such Populists as Tugan-Baranov-
ski, Progress and Poverty was “the first inde-
pendent and originel American answer to the
old problem . . . how to abolish poverty” . ..
and, "transferred to the sphere of econamics
‘liberty, equality and brotherhood' which must
be made the basis of the social ocder.” Another
Populist, Victor Chernow, called for the social-
jzation of land, which the author distinguishes
from land naticnalization.

The first legislative expression of Populist
_ideas was abiﬁ%l::mduced in the Semnd'gum‘

Articles one and two read: “Every kind of
(private) property in land is from now on and
forever abolished.” “All land with its waters
and subsoil is proclasimed to be the posssession
of the whale- population of the Russfan State.”
Cornered by land npationalization and land

. socialization, the czarist government took refuge

in legislation which further entrenched the’
?xinu}]ci] of private property in laad, This was
s e vigorous oppostton.
Pagsﬁe;em}r Est:a:ge. %g;: the'?:%ommosl denomina-
tor between the Russian Populists and the fal-
lowers of Leo Tolstoy. It was George's pro-
gram of land reform which lured Toﬁetoy Hito
his first and only defense of aay kind of legis-
lation and faw. “For decades he had fanatically
condemaed law for distortng morals,"” Dr.
Laserson explains. "However, Henry George
conquered soul and heart of Leo ‘Tolstoy,
as a cooscience-stricken landlord worted about
the fate of Russian peasaniry.” The influence of
the American on this Russian proponent of the
* (Continued on Page Thres, Column Three)



AL

[I;Asn Twol .-

HeNRy GRORGE NEWS

Jume, 1951

A Word
With You

By BOBERT CLANCY

The uproar between Britein and
Iran over the Anglo-Iranizn Oil
Company points _u(g some note-
worthy current trends. °

“First (2 fact scarcely needing fur-
ther corroboration), that Asiz is
Number One trouble spot in the
world today — quite a “spot,” at
that., ' :

Then, there’s the interesting fact
that this is essentially a dispute

ovet raw materials—a land question

— quite in line with lots of other
disputes going on in Asia and else-
where,

Learned economists for some
time have been chanting that land
just doesa't count anymore—not so
muck as formerly, anyway. It's be-
ginning to fook as though they
were wrong. .

Supreme Court Justice Donglas,
aftexfgsn:e_cgnt tri'pJ’Eo Asia, wagfla:;i
us that the land question is Asia’s
biggest problem, and that anything
we want ta do to gain the good will
of the peoples of Asia had better
take this into account.

. Of  course, the idea of our seck-
ing the
_ atively new. The U. 8., Britain, and

good will of Asiatics is rel-

a few others have in the past got-
ten used to the idea of marching in-
to Asia and setting up local leaders
to negotiate with, .

Now, a little too suddenly, the
voice of Mother Asiz's millions is
beginning to be heard, Imagine!
It. 5 2 bit shocking—even frighten-
ing, when you realize how many
there are,

The High Contracting Parties
make their plans, their global strat-
egy, including how much oil goes
where—and then this!

The Imanians are probably not
handling the matter in the most dis-
crest' way, and nationalization of
the ofl indusiry is probably not the
right solution. (There's a ticklish—
and tickling — situation involved
here, what with Socielist Britain
not being a stranger to nationaliza-
tion).

Still, it is good. that the issue has
been reised. Let*More such issues

beraised. Let not the age-old, dra-.

gon of land monopely slamber for-
ever undistuthed over his treasore,

Indeed, the sooner the issue is
raised, examined, met 2nd solved,
the better. Asia is easy prey for the

* ‘bait of “land for the landless” held

out by Communists. The “foreign
imperialist” issuze only scratches the
surface; there's still Asia's home-
grown dragon. If the leaders of the
“free” world had the courape of
their convictions, they might help
Asia find herself,

‘among conflicting ideclogies.”

’ ) | . % hd - -
Gems for Georgists
By NOAH D, ALPER
. Niee Start .

From a Life Magazine article on the Waldarf-Astoria, we gleaned
this pem: “Ironically, these 47 floors of magaificence stand’ on Iand
which the Waldorf docs not even own. It leases it from the New York
Central Railroad at ap nnnual rate starting at $300,000.”

' “agrarinn Reformers” o
_. "'The following is taken from 2 full colomp leading editorial of The
Evening World-Herald, Omaha, Nebraska, April 2, 1951 —seat by
Major A. W. Falvey. In view of the economic knowledge of the relation
of man to the land factor the comments on land reform are strictly
primitive.

.

“As ‘agrarian reformers’ " Comenunists have not done very well.

“Wherever they bave sought power they have promised to give land
to the fariners who have worked it.” ) :

“But if the Communists have done badly with the land problem, so
has tnost of the non-Cornmunist wotld, In many countries the large land-
owners still fail to see that if they don’t break up theis estates volun-
tatily, or with Government co‘operation, the land may be faken from
them by revolution,” : o :

"It is 2 curious circumstance, therefore, that pethaps the most suc-
cessful. ‘agrasian reformer’ of the day is a rman who probably has never
thought of himself in that light. He is Geperal MacAxthur, whose pro-
gram for tedistributing Japanese farmland bas met with widespread ap-
grmral, has resulted in increased production, and has made the Japanese

armer into a fitm foe of commmnism.™ :

“That MacArthur's program should succeed where the Reds have so
signally failed is due-in part, of course, to the skill of the administrator.

“As agrarian planners and reformers, the forshears of the present
generation of Americans did rather well by making it possible for 2
citizen to acquire 2 fartn, and then letting him alone.”

Bed Land Reform n Snare L

There is lots of talk these ;ans about “{.and reform® — :}gsxzm; otthe
Soviet type and, in same places, for the simple-syrup agratian type. Peter
I.isagot? gvriting for 'I'bcPChica.gp‘ Daily News a.ncF The St. Louis Post-
Dispatch tells the story in'a March 30th news ifem in this parigraph:
“The State Department said the North Korean farmer had to give up his
best quality grein and produce for the tat-in-kind imposed by the state.
His ox and cart were taxed and he was required to support the weighty
Conimunist bureacracy of land officials, At the end of a crop year, he
didn't have enongh to buy his quota of cotton goods from the state-
owoed mills” - . )

Of course this is only patt of the story. But it was interesting to
note that in the good old U.S.A. farm tenancy up'd from 25 per cent in
1880, when the census started recording the data, to 42 cent plus
in the early 1930's. It would have continued up except for the New-
Fair Deal policy of ing wealth from meny to pay a few farmers to
buy land with mortgage attached or Jift the mortgage out of unearned
profits. The land question boils af the edge—the agrazian cdge. e needs
a bit of heat in its middle say at sbout No. 1 Wall Strect, or under Radio
City’ illi £). .

o' 12 sers (b3l milon ava). |

In Elmer Roessiner’s column on Business which appears in The St.
Louis Globe Democrat (March 14, 1951) we find this i!e!:u.: .

“Geotgia, in adopting one of the broadest sales taxes imposed, will

_setve as 2 sort of puinea pig for the proposed federal sales taxes.-

“Other states have sales taxes but few have the 3 per cent rate im-
posed by Georgia and few apply it so broadly. Beginning Aptil first all
retail transactions, admissions, utilities and tmnspﬂi?tf‘ﬂt)ﬂ will be taxed,
as will gasoline, hevetage and cigasettes, alrendy. subjected to other state
taxes. The effects on sflc.%, standards of !iving id zirrcmpts at mcvgasgm
i i ] i n if o federal sales tax is enacted.”
may give an idea of mc,%% ATy
I saw it in the -—an “ad” showing a man in “'cap and gown®
holding a sign which read: “How To Be ‘intheknow’ for $1.” It
promises T will havé 2 “better nnderstanding of the economic forces at
work today aad to evaluate the position of the American Beonomy
T am aware thet millions now- living have been exposed to economics
at college level, many of them are in positions of leadership in all walks
of life. T have a feeling that in spite of this, chaos and "cunfn’s:_mn com-
pounded” have engulfed the people of this country, “What,” T asked
myself, “does this university in New York City have that is different?”
Sc 1 sent the dollag! Am I hooked? : .

o Wi
By HENEY L. T. TIDEMAN

Question. Why canoot an in-
creased tax upor land values reduce
wages by being shifted into the cost
of living as other taxes are.

Answer, Answering in terms of
business economiics, and with the
least dilation, the increased tax does
not increase.the value of the land,
Fyvery landlord having common
business sense already charges his

. tenant all he can get.

That's all there is, there ain’t no
more. -

He cannot get moze rent than his
land is worth. If he afoct_atm a
busipess on his own holding, so
that he is both landlord and tepant,
he cannot pay an increased rent out
of a business the net gain of which
is reduced by the increased tax. If
B1e holds land idle there is no ten-
ant with whom even to discuss the
matter. Besices having to pay the
tax himself, he will find the mext -
prospective buyer of his ot discuss-
ing the increased tex as a reason for
a reduction in its price.

In political econiomy the answer
is more thor . Land wvaries in
quality,. Some will yield barely
cnough to induce men to continue
to fzbor on it. Such land yiclds only
wages. Hence the law of wages may
be stated thus: Wages depend apon
what cap be produced from the
poorest land in use. That is, upon
the masgin of production. .

.For the use of the land better
than the margin of production, the
landholders will demand all the ex-
cess producible over what can be
expected by the same application of
labor and capital on the masgin,
This ekcess is rent. Whether there
be a tenant to pay it or a land-
halder who gets it by attention to
his business, does not matter. The
rent is there—Ilike the cream which
rises on fresh milk, it is a separate
valoe. It is a value in excess of
cost of production.

The real cost of living is the

“fabor required to produce the liv- -

ing, The minimum standard of liv-
ing with the maximum labor is de-
termined by the poorest land to
which men will resort, .
An increased tax upon land valoes
can be paid only from rent. There
being 0o land value on the margin
of production; such a tax cannot be
levied thers. Therefore the income
from labor on marginal land can-
not be reduced by a land value tax.
Thus the income from labor on
other lands would aot be reduced.
Is not this another way of ﬂmg
that such = tax cannot be shifted in-
to the cost of Living?

M.
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John C. Linceoln Says No
To Government Ownership

Chicago businessman writes: “Your letters

i very persiasive, but . . . If government
taxed land 100 per cent, the effect would be to
make government the owner. There would be
no inducement fo own land for rental purposes.

- To own land on terms fixed by the government
is nothing more thin having 2 lease from the
.. government. We fhight as well nationalize all

l2nd and be done with it.”

1 am unalterably opposed to government

ownership, Government ownership means gov-

ernment control. The public appropriation of
ground rent would enormously extend the use
of land by private individuals, each having com-
plete freedom to use his land as he sees fit. How
roany land wusers, farmers for instance, have that
privilege now? The fact that the public collec-
tion of ground rent would destroy the incentive
to own Jand for sental ‘purposes is one of the
~~._chief argoments in its favor. If land may be just-
Iy rented by one man to another, then the equal-
ity of opportunity for all men to the use of the
fand is violated. No man made the land; no man
hag the right to charge another for its use, No
man has the right o live off the earnings of
another man—unless the other man is willing.

‘The' desirability of a given piece of land is
determined by its location with respect to pop-
ulation and public services; by the effectiveness
with which capital and labor may be applied to
it in the Pmcﬁ':ction and exchange of wealth,
and by the readiness with which its occupant
may supply his needs for goods and .setvices.
None-of those advantages, please note, is the
result of individual -effort. Each is concomitant
to comamaity growth. They should be paid for
by the used of the site to which they in.
Such payment, called ground rent, should go to
the community for community expenses. In

notmal times ground. fent would be sufficient~

for the expenses of government. In abpormal
times, such as these, its collection would peomit
z reduction of billions of dollars annually in
taxes on labor products. .

'If, as our correspondent says, the public col-
lection of ground zent would in effect make the

ﬁgve.mment the owner of the land, what is to -

said of pur present tax systen which now
takes a huge slice of individuslly produced
wealth and s getting ready to take more? Is
the government any less the owner in that case?
Are not both types of ownership wrong?

. The vse of gronnd rent for the public ex-
pense. would not affect Jand titles; they would
remain in private names as now, The landholder
wounld continue in complete and exclusive pos-
session of his land so long as he paid his
ground rent, just ag i8R he retains his home
or business Pro;jez’ty only so long as he pays
his taxes. Buildings andother improvements on

the land would count for what they are — im- -

provements. They would aeither add to the
value of the land itself nor increase ground
rent. Moreaver, rent for ruraj lands — farms,
pasturage, efc, would be insignificant as com-
pared with that of million-dollar city lots.
Ground rent in each commuaity would be fixed
by local boards, L;{ust as assessments and tax
rates are now fived, with the same right of ap-
peal and review. They would be determined by
machinery stmilar to that used in many locali-
ties throughout the land, notably such large
cities as New York and Pitsburgh,

—From the May Lincoln Letier

. ament as the one in which England
Ainds herself. Every business man,

Unless the American people quick-
ly rid themselves of the leadership
which at present is ttking us rapid-
ly down the road to state socialism
we will soon be in the same predic-

every employer and every laborer
realizes daily how extremely diffi-
cult and impossible the ni situ- . .
ation is becoming. In Bagland conditions are
becoming so bad there is serious doubt as to
whether the labor government will be re-elected.
" State ownership of the coal mines in England
in 1947 brought on 2 coal famine the first year
and innumerable residents of England's large
cities had to shiver by can&le]ight amid the
gloom of winter efternoons, Aggin last winter
there was a coal crisis'and zgain the govern-
ment was unable’to foresee it coming. Instead
of exporbng coal the Minister of Fuel an-
nounced that he would import coal from
America, Being the first time in the history of
the nation that this had ever happened the
British ports were. not equipped to unload
American colliers and the coal had to be taken
to Holland for expensive transshipment. Mean-
while each householder was reduced to a few
scuttlesful of. coal, industry was given drasti-
cally reduced amounts end many railroad trains
were suspended. .

Now the government has taken over the iron
and steel peoduction of the nation—at a time
when armaments for Britain are all irnportant.

‘This was done—so the Sedalists contend—For

the benefih of the wage earners, whose welfare

- they claim to have above all at heatt.

But the nationalizatfon of the coal mines has
not filled the men who go down to the ‘pits,
with the delights prognosticated, The miners
have found the government coz! board an em-
ployer as harsh as any capitalist. The Britains
still ration food, the trade-unionist’s like that of

everybody else. Meat, butter, margatine, cheese

and sugar are to be bought only in limited quan-

IN TALK g o

-the happy smife on the wo

tities. Despite low prices made pos-
sible by subsidies provided fram ex- -
cessive duties on tobacco, wines and
spirits, the Jannarp meat ration was
brought down to the value of 16
cents a week, Hven a Socialist can
see the futility of a low price for no
meat. . . - . C
Housing in England, under social-
ism, is shorter than ever before.
Though povernment has not forbidden private

 building it has made it very difficult. Licenses

to build ere either nat isseed or with much pro-
crastination, Many of the meatless Socialists re-
mait homeless as well. The government keeps
rents low, so low that dwellings are nat kept in
proper repair and tepants will not evacuate
houses which are too large for them.

No country except Russia has more socialism
thar Britain today but the result is nat a wel-
fare state but one in which everyone suffers,
particularly the little-people. And daily our ad-
ministeation js attempting to bring to us more
of the “welfare measures” which are impover-
ishing England. Effort to promote the welfare
of everyone in general and of the industrial
wage-earner in pasticulat, are foredoomed no
matter by whom or where attempted. The argu-
ment that if control and direction by the state
were sufficiently embracing el factories would
at once - berome efficiently Tocated, all deci-
stons wonld be wise, pr and expert, and
_ s face wonld be
permanent—will not beat examination, Com-
Plete centealization is not ogly a task beyond,
hutnan capacity but one which—if it were pos-
sible—would result in the complete degrada-
tion of all except those tesponsible for such
planning. - - :

But enslavement to the socialistic dactrines
which Bdward Béllamy portrayed causes many
of our leaders to persist in trying to alleviate
problems caused by Jack of incentives with solu-
tions which decrease incentives still moze.

“Government Only
By JOHN B. RICHARDSON

HE function of government is to goverr. It
& has to do this by creating a law code that
will wotk justly and equitably, yet leave the
people as free as possible.

Ate we preserving freedom In this land of
ours? Have we, the inberitors of this continent
and-of the ideals to which the fathers conse-
crated it—maintained them, replizing them, as
each generation must, anew?” .

These questions were asked by Woodrow
Wilson, who wrote further: "The answer must
be, I am sure, that we have been in a fair way
of failure. And we stand in danger of wutter
failure yet, except we fulfill speedily the de-
termination we have reached, to deal with the
new and subtle tyrannies according to their
desserts. Make their organized power perman-
ent, and it may be too late' to turn back”

Our presept government is cumbersome and
top-heavy with bureaus and interfering agen-
cies, all requiring a tor burden that weéghs
heavily upon the people. All its faults flow

- antomatically from one big mistake — permit-

ting private property in land.

New Light on 01d Russia
. [Coutinued from Page Onc} .
non-resistance of evil doctrine, is well defined
in his writings. . '

The outbresk of the World War in 1914
brought to & halt the industrialization of Rus-
sia whicl:-. had started after the emancipation. In
the hectic years which followed, dissatisfaction
with the West and the belief, growing since the
1860°s, that the United States was a nation of
fortune-hunters, gained steadily. The ineptness
of American diplomats did not help matters,

From Francis Dana, the Puritan lawyer, who

was the first American mimister sent to Russia
in 1781 and who was not recognized by Cath-
erine II, to David Frances, ambassador to the -
last Crar, America continuously sent men up-
able to speak the language and only faintly
familiar with Russian history and affairs,

-The tide of Russian-American friendship
rose out of their mutual distrust of Great Bni-
tain. As Anélo-Am'eﬁcan solidasity developed,
it receded. Dr. Laserson’s book, a pioneer in
its field, helps to show us why. As background
for understanding re}aﬁuns between the two
countries today, this encyclopedic work will be
indispensable, . .
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To Mgrkét, To Market . . . |

By MARSHALL CRANE

AN'S natural laziness has waged a con-
stant but losing fight agsinst his urge to

alter his enviropment cver since the earliest -

times. And as century has followed century he

has found more and more ways to produce

more and ‘moare Wealth from the gifts of nature.
It would seem that there is & natural tendency
for goods to become more plentiful and less ex-
pensive. With this in-mind thé inmortal Mr.
Dooley once said that man could live like 2 bu-
man being if- it were not for human pature.
We are moved to awe sometimes by the
thonghtless destructiveness of nature, but it is
really not such forces that thrust us forth from

our earthly paradise, but rather things which

should be within our control. For even the
humblest beasts ‘manage to hold their own
against earthquoke, hurricane, famine and dis-
ease. Man’s fall comes from within himself. The
acquisitivencss which is both the pareot and the
problem child of his wealth perversely drives
him out to destroy his own and his neighbor’s
substance. "He makes vainglorions and futile

claim to the ownership of the earth from which

- he is made. There is, I think, no doubt that

war and the impropriation of rent have always

been the rmost constant.and most powerful ene-
“mies of productive activity. And just as plenty
tends to make goods cheap; so scarcity makes
money cheap, and prices high.

Working toward the same effect are other in-

fluences of another sort, viz: those that tend to .

increase the amount of money in circulation,
Conquest, exploration and technological - re-

search have greatly increased the supply of the .

precions metels. Bven the earliest coins were
stamped with a ring, to prevent “clipping,” but
there are few if any governments which have
not themselves clipped of devalnated theit coin-
age ‘at one tithe or another. Many have aban-

doned all pretense, and have simply issued fiat

money, worth no more than the credit of ‘the -

- issuer. Popes, emperors, kings, migisters and
presidents have sometimes spent tremendous
sums of public money on wore ot less useful
public works, ot to maintain great armies, Such
things tend to lower the relative value of moaey,
and fo raise prices. R

" But while prices generally may be either high
or low, the price of any particular object repre-

sents its value at the time, relative to all other -

objects. It is the quotient of its desirablity di-
vided by its availability. For the free, open mas-
et automatically takes account of prospects and
hazards, naturaf, economic and political, liké a
skilled insurance actuary. Its vast computing
machine weighs every factor and reduces the
sum to doflars A% cents. Xt is the miost truly
democratic” institution which man has evolved,
expressing not the will of 2 majodty or group,
but something of the opinion of all who bay
and sefl, which it voices directly, without rep-
resentatives or intermedinsies, day by day and
houg by honr, -

In the freedom of this open arena money
performs one of its most Important functions.

Tt becomes the yardstick of relative value. The

value of money itself may change—as, for in-
stance, when the national debt soars from less
than twenty billion to two hundred and ffty
billion dollass in half a generation! — but it is
nevertheless the only reliable indicator of the
relative values of all goods and services which
we buy and sell. :

I have heard many discussions of govern-

ment control of the prices of raw materials and

manufactured goods, I cannot recall one in
which the subject of black markets did not
come up., Advocates of price control did not al-
ways seem to realize that it is inevitably accom-
panied by the black market. But .economically
the black morket is a symptom rather than a
‘disease, and_treatrnent of a symptom alone can
never semove jts canse. Perhaps its worst fea-
ture is its tendency to become associated with
organized crime of all sorts, which it strength-
ens, and which ‘strengthens it in retarn, 1 am
sure that most wartime homsewives wounld have
been horrified and incredulous if they had been
told that they were aiding the operations of the
white slave and narcotics rackets when they
bought a pound of butter from under the
counter. But cdminologists say there is no
doubt that this is troe. .

The influence of illegal buying habits on the
public morale in general is one of those in-
tangible things which is often forgotten. A
dvilized people is one which lives according to
an accepted code of law 2nd custom. Rousseau
and cthers have maintained that civilizaton it-

. Self is evil. I will not argue the point, But I

will vemfure the opinion that without it life |

would - be impossible for Iarge populations. If
civilization is an-evil, it s a necessary evil in
modern times. Today law is a5 essential to man
as instinct is to a community of bees or ants.
“Law-abiding”’ people are those who generally
accept the mores of their time, and who live
according to the rules which they or their rulers
have enacted. Such habits of conformity are
certainly weakenéd when public opinion does
not condernn the individual citizen who passes
judgment on the laws of the community and
obeys or disabeys them as he finds it expedient
or convenient, A very wise man— I have for-
gotten his name —once remarked profoundly
that we weaken the entire structure of law
when we discbey any law, even if it is a bad
one. This is a good thonght for any legislator
to ponder, whether he is a councilman, an as-
semblyinan, a congressman or a dictator. He toa
is to blame when a bad law is broken.

Such gestrictions as price controls produce
sopoe vety “questionable political and moral re-
pezcussions, as we have seen, But it is in the
economic field, perhaps, that their Impact is
most imnmediate and their evil influence strong-

est. When Henry George defined exchange asa

process or phase of pr(;edudion he was not em-
ploying a mere figure of speech. When any reg-
ulation retards ﬁtﬁ: turn-over of goods in ﬂfe
marketplace or store the effect is apparent, and
very quickly, in the freight yard, on the docks,
in the warchouse, -in the facfory, in the mine
and on the farm. All of production is affected.
‘The entire team must change its plays and re-
vise its signals. '

Of course this is terribly expensive and np-

setting. But industey in general is a very tough
costomer. It could take such a blow in its stride
under cectain conditions. If the manmfacturer

could be assured -that the new rale meant just .

that in the future his product was to have a
lower relative, orreal valug, ke could very well,
by chopping -costs here and there, manage to

‘keep in producton. But even the brainiest Plan-

per cannot promise him anything like this, The
“controlled” price is an absolute one, which

rather to shun

. striction of any
- kind, the effect

 ment of capital’

Una;_;iglaﬁs Vote for New
Third Clags City Code
" In Pennsylvania Senate

AI-QOTHER' significant step pointing towar
ultimate victory for the optional graded

 plen for third class cities has been taken by

State Senate, which had already passed the Mi
Ginnis bill (Senate No, 121) by a vote of §
to 0. {See May Henry George News}.

The Committee on Local Government he
now amended the Third Class City Code {
codification of all legtslation affecting thir
dlass cities now pending in the Legislature) s
as to incorporate in the code the provisions ¢
the McGinnis bill. The proposed new coda wt
repotted as amended and on May 10th passe
the Senate by a ufanimous vote. Thus the Ser
ate has now twice placed a decisive stamp ¢
approval on the legislation sponsored by.tk
Gl?rgded Tax L‘ea.guegllaf Penns?lavma b

Early action in the House of Representative
is now anticipated. Both the code and the M
Ginais bill are now in the House Committe
on Cities of the Third Class and the commi
tee chairman, Hon, D. W. Dalrgmple, of Eric
is favorable to the legislation. Hon: Hiram C
Andrews, Minority Teader of the House, h:
also endorsed the measare, ’

The final passape of either of these bil

“would achieve the first goal of the Pennsyivani

campaign. But even thongh it would involy
duplicate legistation and mifht be regarded :
superfluous, thescampaipn leaders are urgi

" the passage of both bills, becanse the McGina

bill wonid become effective immediately -whi}
the Third Class City Code would become effer
ive in January, 1952, s
Recently Coundils of the Cities of Be:
ver Falls and of Clairton have unanimousi
adopted resolutions in smpport of Senate Bi
No. 121. Secretary P. R. Williams is tepresen

. ing the Graded Tax League at Harrishurg, wit

the active "cooperation of Senator McGinn.
and others. Final action by the House is e

- pectzd sometime in June.

has no relation to anything except a carreng
the buying power of which varies from day
day. Some commedities may be little affected k

rice fixing, but all too many manufactures

nd the sisks involved in continued productio .
so multiplied that it seems wisest to limit on
put to 2 minimum or to suspend operations 2
together. . .

t seems to be very generally admitted by ecor
amists of all. varieties that increased produ
tion is-a sever- .. | . :
eign specific for.
inflation. If this
is true, should
we resume pfice
controls? Surely
it behooves us

any law, regula-
tion, tax or re-

of which is to
discourage frade
or manufacture,
or the invest-

funds in produc- T
tive enterprise. _

"
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“George All-the-Way”

Dorotky and Dick Kollnay are hexrd
over WOR in New Yord every morning at
8:15 speaking informally from thair living
raom on Fart GOlh Street, On April 201
Georgist listeners were galvanized 1o fever-
ith action ar the following conversation
fook place: -

DorotHyY: "Well, here's someone who sent
s & posteard which piques me, but 1 don’t have
me to go to school . . . The card is from
Rema Bianca, who says, “Deac Dorothy and
ick: Heard your talk on the three per cent
les fax Sunday, Do you want to abolish taxes?
unds fantastic? Take the free course in eco-
mics at the Henry George School of Social
Science, 50 Fast 6oth Street, New York."” )
Dick: "George all-the-way, that school.”

Dorotay: “What do you Suppose that is?
o you think it means join the Communist
ity and you won't hiave any taxes because
ey'll take all your money? I really haven't Hme
: to take the course but I'd Jove to know how to
‘abﬁlish 2 few taxes anyway, Weuldn't everg-

y?”
Dorothy Now Hnews Aboub
The Henry Geoxge School
- {Aprll 27} -

Dorothy: "Brother, do | know about the
enty George School of Social Science now- 1
would like to thank all the listeners who seat
* me booklets and wrote me letters saying, how
: could you be so ignorant! . . . This is a great
ig name—I'm convinced now. This is 2 start-
ing example of how you can go through life

east on obvious subjects; that you know who
corge Washington was, and Benedict Arnold
- znd Joha Dewey and Albert Einstein and Lenin
end Karl Magx and things like that, but yeu
an pass up & guy that apparently is absolute
mucder on questions of social science.”
Dick: “No Johnay-come-lately,”
Dorotry: “This is, you know, like Adam
Smith . . . a name that you shonld know, and
never heard of it before in my entire life.
Now, how could that have escaped me? Well,

ouple of these pamphiets on the Henry George
School of Social Science, I have sent to Bren-

reatly you just have to know about Henry
corge or you don't know anything abont socizl
science, 1 can'’t wait to find out—he’s the single
tax boy, or no tax at ali—but I had better not
get into that”

Dick: “"Wait

DoroTHY: "At
anv rate, he once
ran for mayor of
New York, and
he was the
grandfather " of
Agnes de Mille,
among other lit-
tle sidedights”
Dick: “Nat-
urally, if he

about economics

hopeto bemayor
 in The S8, Lowis Post-Dispareh ~ of New York.”

hinking that you'te fairly well informed, at -

he tesult of all this is that after reading a

tano’s for the book Progress and Poverfy, Ap-’

_mill. One

koew that much
he conld never-

! Denmark’s Justice Partly
Adrecates Free Trade and
More Land Value Toxation

. . Speciel letter to The Henry George News
“From ARGE KRAPPER, Copenhagen

FENMARK has had = new election, this time
to the second chamber of the parliament,
the Landsting, to which only elderly votets, who
are 35 years old or more have the right of vot-
ing. Only 28 of the 76 members are elected
every four years for a period of eight yeass.
Nineteen are elected by the Landsting itself and
onc by the Lagting of the Farce Yslands..
"There were six political parties, who got the
following mumber of voters:

Socialists Moder. Liber.
1943 1951 1943 1951
201767 259381 169032 162330
Consetvatives Rad. Liber.
1943 1951 1943 195L
14805¢Q 115035 71429 58397

) Justice Party
{Georgists)
1943 1951
11020 49248

. end the Communist, who. dide’t set up in 1943,

got 19119. As it will be seen all the other par-
ties have lost voters since 1943 to the Justice
party, who incressed their number from 11000
to 49000 and now for the fitst time is repre-
sented in the second chamber: (In'the first
chamber it now has 12 seats out of 151).

The election means that the government,
which-is a minozi
scats (Moderate Liberals and Conservatives), is
likely to continue the reign taken over from the
Socialists in November last year.

it had been supposed, that the new govern-
ment would liberalize the trade. But instead
they have continued the planning neasly in the

* seme way as the Socialists. OF course they have

had the inflation problem to deal with which

they inherited from the Socialists. Higher -

prices, higher wages, higher taxes bhave con-
tinued for years. And the export prices on agri-
cultural products have been’ for six years
with England, who buys about S0 per ceat of
all our a’gricultlml[ export. In the meantime the
prices of import goods have gone up 40 per
cent. In this way the balance of trade has been

disturbed, so there is & deficit in the currency
- of nearly 800 mill. kr. '

- The government has tried ko fight the evil
with new taxes, The taxes in the last year in-
creased nearly 1000 mill, ke, from 4000 mill.
to 5000 mill, with the idea of reducing con-
saumption and increasing export But the result

_has been more inflation and mare deficitin the
. currency. '

The Justice party has proposed one per cent
more faxation on fand value (it is only now 150
cent would give an additional 90
mill), It also advocates free trade and discon-
tinnance of public advances to building. Near-

“ly «ll building (about 20,000 flats a yedr) is ~

supported by the state, and the result has been
that the building prices ate neacly double what
they should’ be-—therefore the shortage of

houses continues. But none of the other parties -

could offer 2 solution.
The govérnment commission to promote land

value taxation, in which the Justice party has -
. three members, has heen at work four years

bat it has made na progress. Therefore the Jus-
tice party must have a mew impetus and will
getith - - L

government with only 59 -

Always Decisions
By STANLEY SINCLATR

W HAT would you do if you were & business .
executive and had to make plans?

That is probebly o unfair question: It
doesn’t say what kind of business; how large 20
enterprise; whether the plans aze in the field of
finance, inventory or labor sefations.

Monetheless it's a valid question because
every one of us earning a living today is, In-a
sense, a businessman, Each of us has our own
personal business to run.

You may be merely earning and spending &
weekly salary, or you may bé managing & size-
able income from several sovrces. In either case,
you must exercise decision; you must make

© your choices in the market place. You fmust de-

cide whether to buy thaf television set now or

. ‘wait until fall, whether you waat to spend the

money for that elaborate vacation trip or keep
it in the bank,

Thete's nothing new or startling about these
problems—yaou face siniflar cnes every day. But
what do you base your decisions on? The busi-
ness executive—we like fo think—has elaborate
sources of information and well trained diviners
to guide his choices. '

~Let's look 2t some of these sources: A jead-
ing business paper offers these front page head-
lines in the middle of May: “Confusion Rife
as Alumirmm Bxpansion Lags,” it oa to
explain, “US plan fimits major producets, then
fails to attract newcoriers,” still another, “Four
Scarce Metals Carbs Tightened.”

The top financial newspaper of about the
same date looks slightly different: This publi-
cation calls attention to spiraling taxes, exten.
sive layoffs for want of steel, expanded business
borrowing and promises of more steel to fillers -
of defense orders. All these stories are on page
one. ' :

Turn to the foremost business magazine and
youw'll find an attempted explanation of all this. -
They say, in part, "be prepared for any intersa-
tional situation—not that volume of output will
be changed by anything that might happen, bat
mental attitudes will.”

And that's 2bout the best summation we've
been zble to find. As business slhumps while the
White House blows hot and cold; as employ-
ment statistcs thwart all the predictors of labor
shortages while Congress ponders on tax meas- -

_ures to meet the government’s bifls, and as

threatened shortages faif to develop while the
bureancrats jesk sharply from right to left, the
poor harassed earner and spender is left with
“mental attitudes.”

Last fall it wasn't hard to see just what would
happen this spring. It took 4 Littie longer than
we had expected, but it happened nonetheless.
Controls and restrictions contracted business
activity before stepped-up defense spending
made their existence necessary. Heavy inven-

_ toties weighing ot this confusion have served

‘to increase the businessman's burden, No won-
der he acts like a nervous puppet wondering
whether his sponsor is going to take up his
option. :
Predictions of the froture are extremely haz-
ardous af this time, but we'll stick cur neck out,
Don't look for any boom this summer. & should
ook more like a bust. And as for next spring:
well it’s hard to tell. But it's a cinch that those
mental attitades will be decidedly frayed.
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‘To the Editer: :

The Heary George News went to the races!
Tt reached me just as I was starting out with
some friends and as a resalt I was kidded ali
afternoon at the track. Everyone else had their
noses in the racihg forms, but mine was in the
H. G. News. When 1 was asked what I had for
a particular race I turned to the front page of
the News, and someone in back of me, for &
joke, put 2 small wager across the board on “A,
Henry.” The horse came in third, and since it
was a “long shot” it paid off well. Some fun!

-—BETTY BREESE
Miami Beach, Florida
To the Editor: .

As one who has recently had the experience
of struggling for an Economics Master’s Degree
at one of the “big three” universities that con-
sider themselves Jeaders i:miconomics, aiwfle;:
called upon to express my enthusiastic gratitus
through The H?npry George News for the really
enlightening coutse by Professor Harry Gunni-
son Brown tn New York on general economics.

Anvone who is used to the fnndamental,
straightforward economic analysis of He
George and who then tries for a formal ad-
vanced degree in economits in such universi-
ties, knows what I mezn. But to those who
haven't had that discouraging expesience, it
should be pointed out that Professor Brown's
cousse is covering, in a minimum of time, an
amazing amount of the economits that is taught
at such places, but 50 well evalunted and pre-
sented that the student can get, with a mini-
murm of effort, a clear picture of everything of
importance that has developed in this field since
Henry George's time. - )

I suppose we all know that many colle
economists say that Henry George is oversimpli-
fied and out of date even when they are not

- candid enough to say, as one of the more bril-
-liant ones did say to me, “You must know that

Henry Geotge is at least oui of fashion”
They cerfainly conld not criticize Harry
Gunnison Brown in this respect and yet he ne-

_ gledts no important part of George's teaching.

In addition fo which he is a much more inter-
esting lecturer than most of the professors of
the “dreary science” and he presenis his points
simply and clearly because he is-evidéntly mote
interested in baving his listeners understand
than in impressing them with his emdition.
Again my sincerest thanks for a pleasantly
enlightening experience. -
—MarsHarr prANcELs, ME, MA.
= New York City

. o

I am enclosing a letter which I sent to The
Bridgeport Post—evety letter that was printed
that day could have been answered the
teachings of Henry George.

It seems to me that here is a field for all

George enthusiasts, Mis-statetoents might be
made, of course, and it is difficult to explain
George’s plan briefly. But Ietters to newspapers
are an inexpensive way of pointing out the so-
lution to current injustices. I wonder if this is
being done enough. I've ncvei ,saeg any evi-
dence of it in any o a read.
: y E:‘fpurpzfgm W. FitTOoN
Bridgeport, Conn.

A portrait of Henry Geotge by Franklin Watkins,
appeared in the May 21 issue of Time, and is ber
published in other curtent magazines, by the Com-
tainer Corporation of America, This is pertof a series
entitled “Great Ideas of Western Man™ The follow-
ing lices from Progrers and Poverty are printed across
the portrait which the artist created after studying 2
number of photepraphs found in books at a Philadel-

phia liboary:

"The Law of human progress, what is it but the
moral law? Just as social adfustments promote jus-
tice, jnst as they acknowledge the equality of right
between man and man, just as they insure to cach
the perfect liberty which is bounded only by the equal
liberty of every other, must civilization advance. just
as they fail in this, must advancing civilization come
to a halt and recede,”

To the Bditor: T

In the May number John Codman states in
a letter, "Robert Clancy, in speaking of the
termi ‘single tax’. has concluded that this teem
‘fills the bill’ and he uadertakes to answer ob-
jections which until then he had agreed with.”

But ne one seems to have mentioned the fact -

that public opinion is often established by the
results of elections. Under the title of “single
tax,” for instance, amendments to adopt all or
part of that policy, have repeatedly been beaten.
In the campaign waged in iforaia for
*“The Ralston Amendment” in 1938, the elect-
ors voted seven to one against it. The foes of
that amendment (which called for the
of sales taxes, the reduction of taxes on pet-
sonal property and improvement, and the grad-

ual increase of taxes on land wvalue) -elicited

from the real estate bodrd, “it's the same old
single tax that has so often been beaten by the
public vote in Californiz and elsewhere,”

was the public prejudiced against the amend-

ment, .
A beaten proposal is handicapped right at
the start. A slogan that has missed fire d

be changed, but how? —ZEbGar PoMmEeROY
. i San Francisco
To the Editor: S :
After reading various articles ahant the best

name for our method, it has occurred to me
that we confine ourselves too narrowly, We
should take a more active part in the ome big

battle being waged today, for if that goes
against us all good ideas will be lost, including
our own.

H we take note of the way socialism in Eng-

land and the Usited States has taken hold in
spite of the fact that the Socialist party never
amounted to anything in either country, we
should get some wlui]e inters,

Men will usmally fight for freedom, and will
rally round the cause of truth, but it must be
pointed out o them. Henry George perceived
that an active interest in the politics of his day
provided the best means of educating the
public. The battle of our day is much more im-
portant. It is the climax he foresaw in saying
that political economy was the only science that
could save the world from disaster,

There are many organizations today that are
opposedt to our present welface state, opposed
to inflation, to price control and various other

- unjust and socialistic ideas. Most of them ren-

der lip service to the idea of free enterprise.
We'can in-all sincerity promote and enter into
these causes so far a3 they promate freedom,
and when we have to part company we hold all
the aces and can point out the fullacies. )
The big thing is to get into the battle, be-
cause it is in the heat of battle and controversy
that men do their best and that the poblic is
most effectively informed. —1J. P. Halr
Lockwood, Ohio

To the Editor: _
The printing press is a curse—except when

_the dead print is made the instrument of a liv-

ing body of teachers and organizers. In this way
your New York school seems closer to what 1
consider ideal than is our Anstralian schocl
Here we have the Henry George League, lhe
Aumstralian School of Secial Science and the
Australian Georgian Associztion—devoted 1e-
spectively to printing, teaching and organizing,

arn president of all theee bodies and I feel
that they are not properly co-ordinated. Some
Georgians specialize in one of these movements,
while others are interested in two, and a few

. devote their energies to all three, This is all

very good—for each can concentrate upon that
line which to him scems most progressive of
most congenial, But I do feel that they are all

unduly burdened with the “historical load,”

that existential burden which makes all things
in the concrete so different from that essential
clarity which they have.in the abstract.”

Gradualiy, however, the movement seems o
be clarifying its position. The Georgian Asso-
ciation now caters for the meore politically
minded followers who desite to concentrate
opinion while not forgetting that “the laws of
the production and distribution of public opin-
ion” ate, as ]. §. Mill noted, a much more diffi-
cult subject than the laws of the production and
distribution of wealth, They have Jdefinitely
abandoned- the old Georgian technique of in-
sulting all our democratic parties mcg: political
leaders, and are attempting to win influence
inside these parties,

The School of Social Science is cateting for
the more scientifically minded followers who
desire to concentrate on the eternal truths, to
£o to the students, the groups of thinkers who
desire to know, keeping to the work of teach-
ing individuals interested in the social sciences.

s are the “reformers” ted from the
“informers"~—to the great benefit of each. But
both of these are relying upon immediate pet-

-sonal contacts, Nelther has any journal to serve

as a medium of contact, and such mediate con-
tact is important in suskining the interest and
co-ordinating the efforts of both groups, This is
where the league and its journal [%"he tandaid]
can be helpful to both the association and the
school. Thus we can have distinction with union.

As Lenin put it; we can keep apart in order
to strike together. The printers, the teachers
and the organizers can cease annoying one an--
other and yet all can co-operate in the one great
aim. The knowers must keep out of politics
while the doers smust not keep themselves out
of politics by trying to form “New Ocder par-
ties”" (as the school trfed to do about 1940) or
by forming parties “against-the-parties.”

As president of all three movements, T have,

- you must agree, plenty to do and, especially in

this preseat year, many opportunities and hence
many cobligations in steering these somewhat
divorced groups towards & better appréciation
of one another. :

But, as I was saying, my chicf Interest is in
the school. For this 1 write day and night, not
with any view to publication but with the object
of supplying texts to strengthen our teaching.

. These writings can live in a school whereas

they die in 2 bock without a school, When the
soil is ripe and the weeds have played them-
selves oiit the good seed can overspread the
earth. There are histarical conjunctures which
enable ideas to spread like an epidemic.
—HENRY G. PEARCE
Sydney, Australia
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Go west to Los Angeles in July for a fine
eonference program, friendly hospitality
and perfect vacation weather. But please
make plans st once, to insure comfortable
hotel accommeodas

Los Angeles
Graduates and friends are preparing to wel-
come delegates to the first Henry George con-
ference to meet on the West Coast July 19-
~ 22nd. It is hoped that large numbers will avail
themselves of the.opportunity to combine per-
haps a long anticipated trip to the Golden West
with the stimulns of this year’s conference,
There ate several grand scenic routes, beckon-
ing overland travelers, as well as the usual train
and plane facilities, )
“¥You will find the climate here exhilzrating,”
say the Los Angeles hosts. “You may shed your
coat and be comfortable in sammer attire dur-
ing the middle of the day, but you will zeach
for it at night. And do not be surprised to find
“one or more blankets on your bed, for you will
reach for them also before morning. Some of
the hotels (and we hope to line one of these up
- for you) afford swimming facilities for those
- who feel like a dip between sessions. Since
California. is a laad of sun-worshippers, you
will find sun-bathing popular in the parks.”
In the spring mmlgcm, 9 basic classes reg-
istered 141 students; and 3 advanced classes,

16 students, Robert C. Bryant, an catstanding

faculty member, in lien of teaching a class this
sg.ring, is giving a series of lectures to a group
of civic leaders, twenty of more of whom meet
in the home of Mr. and Mrs. David J. Davis
on beautiful Los Feliz Boulevard. A new addi-
tion to the faculty is F, Herbert Thompson,
with a ¢lass in Los Angeles High School.
The local chapter of $.A.G.E. met for dipner
Monday, May 28, 2t the Pig'n Whistle Cafe-
teria on Wilshire Boulevard in the “Mimcle
Mile,” to hear Caplain Jesse B. Gay, U. 8. M,
Ret., of San Diego, on “A Georgist Views the

News.”
o San Francisco
Paul D. Thomas, pritgcipal of Laney
and Technical Institute, addressed friends of
the school at their monthly meeting in the Lake-
view Library on May 4. Mr. Thornas told how
- Laney—one of the lasgest adult trade schools
in the wotld—has been integrated into the eco-
nomic life of.Oakland and now enjoys the coo-
fidence, counsel and leadesship of Cakland in-
dustrizl leaders. Mr, Thomas pointed out that
the Laney budget, which is met in part by a
. prupetty tax, is alwdys scrutinized and checkad
gy the property owners' organizations.

Ralph Dewey, Jr., director of research and
public telations, Pacific Arherican Steamship
Association, prefaced World Trade Week with
his talk on "Pacific Coast Foreign Trade and
Shipping™ at a méetingin the El Jardin Restau-
rant May 18, - *~

The Speakers’ Fornm, fannched April 20 with
an address by Charles MacSwag, is now meet-
ing on every Priday not occupied by another
school meeting, and has held programs on “In.
flation,” and “"Money” at which the lead-off
speakees were J. Rupert Mason and Albert
Windt. The forum gives school friends oppor-
tunity and encouragement to mount the plat-
form and develop their powers of understand-
ing and articafation,

"Heartily welcomed to the Bay Area is Arthur
G. Linaban, formerly extension director in
Sioux Falls. : -

The enrollment in the 12 spring term classes
is now reported as 133, ' .

Trade -

Be Dissatisfied!
By WILLIAM HAWLEY ATWELL
Judge, U, 5. Dinvict Conrt, Téxas

"Bud will be #he day for svery man when be be-
comes absolnzely content with the life that be is
Tiving, with the thonghts that be is thinking, with
the deeds that be ir doing, when there is not fore
ever beatfng at the doors of bis soul some great
desire 10 do somerbing larger, which be Enows

* that he was meant and made te do, becanse be s

- Hll, in spite of 4ll, the child of God?

-—PHILLIPS BROOKS

THIS thought of a great preacher is a con-
tinuing explapation of the ambition and the
inspiration which has created, and Is continuing
to create, America’s greatness. It was the father,
and shall continme to be, of the assertion of the
right to live in freedom. It is the idea behind
our invention and our imagination, behind the
doing of things that have built America’s cities,
hotnes, schools, manufacturing plants and farms,
it has lighted the streets of cities. It has
warmed homes, erected charitable institutions,
filled our churches, our schools 2ad our colleges.
It is the eternal Ionging for something bet-
ter, physicaily, mentally and spiritnally. Even
now when days are dark with ominous shadows
we mast not lose hope—but push on and ful-
fill our destiny. : :
“Words To Live By"
) Reprinted from THis Week Magazine,
_ Copyright 1951 by the United Newspapers Maga-
zine Corporation,

: Chicago

Case Study: The Clearing Industrial District
is composed of 120 firrns southwest of Chicago,
and of 50 additional firms in two areas within
the city. Top executives. in 18 of these finms
have 30 far completed the basic contse, several
of whom are patticipating in the leadership of
additional classes. Those who have completed
the study include presidents, vice presidents,
managers and snperintendents. * .

The thitd executives class in Clearing statt-
ed May first, A class to be made up of personnel
mans, from many of these companies” is
scheduled for next fall. Most of the companies
represented in the executive classes are also in-
troducing the coutse in their plants in the fall,

An executives' class in the Loop will
June 6 in the board room of United Wallpaper,
Iac, to be led by F. Dewey Anderson, presi-
dent of the Wilmette State Baak,

John Nuveen, president of John Nuveen and
Company, spoke at the monthly Commerce and
Industry luncheon on May 9, on: “What s Our
Responsibility in Euro%: 7" W. Joseph Armold,
vice president of The Pure Oil Company, pre-
sented Mr. Nuveen, Among guests were Roy C.
Ingersoll, president, Borg-Warner Corporation’;
‘H. L. Boyle, vice president, Deete and Com-
pany; Graham Aldis, pactner, Aldis and Com-

pany; Alian Blair, president, Allan Blair and

Company; Louis Borremans, Consul General of
Belgiom; ¥, L. von Furstenberg, Commnercial
Attache, Consulate Generz] of Germany; and
Christopher Harfield West, Canadian Consul.

Norman L. Mayell, seseagch, Vitlan Division

- of United Wallpaper, Inc., and a graduate of

the first term of industry classes in Chicago,
addressed the annual dinner of the Henry

George School in Milwaukee on May 15. “Make

Mine Freedom!” was his theme,

San Diego :

The stadent speakers; teprésenting the twenty
five graduates completing the basic course, did
not find it difficult to express theic views of the

- coutse and what it meant to them, at the April

30th commencenient. Professor Wim, R. Blu-
menthal, economics major; graduate of Hacvard
and president of the Los Angeles SAGE.,
gave ao inspiting address on “Henry George’s
Message to 2 Confused World.” That jastice
will prevail and man shall enjoy the fraits of
his labors, has been proclaimed by other proph-
ets in history. ) -

Eieven comipleted the course in Social Prob-
lemr and five finished the class in Human
Rights. .

An invitation is extended to all who may be
visiting the conference in Los Angeles in July,
to inclode San Dieﬁ in the jtineracy. .

' ewark

Recent graduates will receive their diplomas
on June 14 at Newark headquarters. The
guest speaker is a man who contemplated be-
coming a minister but became a showman in-
stead. He sang the tenor lead in Chu Chin
Chow in the Greenwich Village Follies and

yed Keith Vaudeville. Tater he became a

i an, psychologist, teacher, lecturer and
writer. That is M. B. Thomson of New York.
He lived in Free Acres, New Jersey, a single
tax enclave for eight years without learning
anything about Henry George, but on return-
ing to New York City he decided to learn some-
thing about him and enrolled at the Henry
George School. He attended the first class with
a copy of Dar Kapital vader his arm, Although
'he was a student speaker at the closing exmer-
cises he says he was still not convinced, How-
ever, he took advanced courses, joined the fac-
ulty, and became the school's best pratagonist
against devotees of Karl Marx, New Jersey

_friends will enjoy this talk, and besides, the

‘pasties at Newark are alwaps lots of fun, as all
visitors will attest. .

New Jersey is pleased to have made the dis-
covery that it held seventh place in the pumber
of graduates of the Hensy George Schools in
1949 and 1950 — and with the help of Louis
N. Perna’s plaoning committee they hope for
2 big 1951 ps well,

~ Ohio

Robert Clancy, director of the Henry Geotge -
School, New York, addressed a meeting spon-
sored by the Springfield extension committee of
the school on April 19, The YMCA meeting
room was filled to capacity to hear Mr. Clancy
speak on the subject of “Justice in the Bible"

See July Henry George News for shortened

version]. Among those attending were friends
from Clevelind, Hamilton and Yellow Springs.
Following the talk, Gwen Speelman brisfly re-
viewed the history of the school in that city,
and then the group adjontned to the home of
Mr. and Mrs. John Dalie for iefreshments.
Plans were made for two fall classes. Lewis
Bookwailter was toastmaster for the evening,

Lawsence Rep of Cleveland, is spearheading
an effort to establish a Henry George Society of
Greater Cleveland. A dinner meeting was held
in the Alice Restzarant in that city on Friday,
May 4, sponsored by friends of the Henry
George School, for the purpose of launching
the new society. Plans were also made for a
%e’c-together in horor- of the 97th birthday of

‘om L. Johnson on July 18. .

Spring term classes have been opened in Cin-
cinnati, Columbus, Dayton, Hamilton, Middle-
town, Lima, Lakewood and Marion,
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81 Louis
This extension was honored by two ‘visits
from John Lawrence Monros, the Chicago di-
rector, who was called upon to discuss the Com.
merce and Industry program with a tiaining ex-

ective of a St. Louis industria! firm. He also’

discussed the details of this program et a dinner
given at the Downtown YMCA on April 27,
and with a group of teachers meeting at the
home of Mrs. Elizabeth Angell Sausele, ~
Nozh D, Alper, St. Louis divector, addressed
the Downtown YMCA Discussion: Group at

their weekly luncheon Apeil 30, on “Ate We -

Taxing Ourselves Out of Business?” As a re-
sult of the acticle in the Magazine Section of
The St. Lonis Globe Democrat on the "school
and its objectives on February 13, Mr, ﬁsﬂer
was also called upon to address the noonday
- Iuncheon of the Junior Chamber of Commerce
at a monthfy luncheon on May 16 on, "One
Basic-Revenue or Many Tazes.”

The Advisory Board of the school arranged
a pagel discussion on May 23 on the question;
- “How Can Labor and Capital Get Together,”

at the Central Libraty. Francis J. Becker of

Cai?:nntﬁ:s Union, Local 1596, and Gordon H,
Sallee of the Communications Workers of
America, Local 6350, gave the lahor viewpoint,

Stapley. Frederickson of the Sales Department
of the Mallinckrodt Chemical Company, and

William C. Howasrd, Executive Secretaty, Real -
Property Owners' Association, gave the man- -

agement-capital owners” viewpoints. John §.
Kennish, engineer, American Telephone and
Telegraph Company, served as moderator, By
a fortunate coincidence, Major A. W. Falvey

of Omaha, who endeated himsclf to many St -

Louis Georgists while serving at Jefferson Bar-
racks during Wo:ld War X1, visited St Louls
and spoke bricfiy on “What's 2 Plumb Line?”
The Henry George Wornan's Club of St
Touis became a4 reality en April 28 when 14
women graduates of the school met at the De-
Sota Hotel and after a discussion of the ajms
and possibilitics of such an organization, became
charter members, Mrs. Margaret Grindy was
madé scting presideat and Mrs. Mazgaret Rob-
" inson, acting secretary. An organization com-
mittse was appointed for the purpose of draft-
ing by-laws and serving also as a pominating
committee for permanent officers, The enthu-
siasm gencrated, is deliciously contagious, |
- Boston .
Harzy Gunnison Brown spoke on “The Iron
Curtain in Our College Economics” to a hun-
dred graduates and friends upon completion of

- .the winter term classes. ‘The audience sesmed

* pacticularly interested in the effect of the par-
tal application of George's remedy in Aus-
tralia, as related by the speaker. Boston hopes
to see and hear more of Professor Brown, not
only at the schicpl but at nomerous instito-
tions of higher learning which could proft by
exposing thejr students to his ideas.

"+ "The spring term opened with 2 satisfactory
enrollment, The contioned ‘attitnde: “this is if,
take it or leave it"—scems to be producing re-
sults. Archie Matteson had the tare pleasure of

- having to appease the overflowing number of
" students at the Dpening session of the Monday

_ class, by promising to put them on the waiting
list for the pezt term. .

Boston is losing another “gem™ ta the West
Coast. 141s. Rosa Palmieri, one of its best in-
stractors and a faithful volunieer worker, is
moving to Los Angeles this spring. “If this
continues,” writes Lidiz Alkatay, “California
way yet lead the world to Georgism!” ..

No Privacy Anymore
Frohs Once Around the Swn, by Brooks
Atkinson, - Dramatie  Critic, New™ Yok
Times, published by Harcourt Brace and
Company, New York, §4, - .

SFTHE SINGLE tax or land vataes is logical

and equitsble, and could produce all the
" beted how ., .

tevenues the nation needs on a raticoal basis
without fobbing those who do not share in the
increasei in values, But by the time the single
tex was formulated as a theory, the state was
already deep in the pockets of the defenseless
and had already given special recognition to
landowners and had established a society on the

" basis of privilege and protection. Nothing can

be done about it now without ripping out the
foundation of our society. '
“Relatively our society is free. But the steady

expansion of the state in res('Tponse to successive:

crises has constructed a predatory tyrangy that
we dare not recognize, it is so tertible. Now the
tax collector has’ access to our private affairs,

reaches into the vitals of business and into the -

seclusion of the home, sits in judgment on our
earnings and expenditures, and arbitrarily de-

"dides how much he can safely carry away. The

o us to him,”

power to decide has passed

New York

The three outstanding events in Georgist
history whick will be celebrated at the anmual
banquet oo June 20 at the Warwick Hotel in
New Yaork are as follaws: .

The publicition of Demacracy versus Social-
ism by Max Hirsch, published in 1901, will be
discussed by Emanuel R. Posnack, asuthor of
Time' to Understand, whose atticle on "The

Twin Technologies and Society” was 4 feature
of the May Henry George News.. L

Tom L. Johnson, who was elected mayor of
Cleveland in 1901, will bé the subject of a talk
by the Hon. Rebett Crosser, Member of Con-
gress from Ohio, who bas caused to be writlen
inte the Congressional Record, 2 brilliant pot-
trayal of Henry George's economic proposal.

Joseph Dana Miller, who founded the maga-
zine Yand and Freedom in 1901, and whose
contribution to this movement is perhaps un-
known to newer Georgists, will be appropri-
ately remembered by Kobert Clancy, "now  di-
rector of the New Yotk school, and once a co-
worker with Mz, Miller,

V. G. Peterson, execntive scoretary of the
Schalkenbich Foundation will preside. Reser-
vations may be made through the Henry George
School, S0 Fast €0th Strect. The ptice of the
dinner 15 $4 o

Jessie Beard Rickly of St. Louis has honored
the New York school with an exhibition of
paintings and cartoons which will continue to

Jone 15, Among the frankly “thunder-on-the- -

tight” subjects ate, “The New Order—Lowest
Common Denominator for AIL" “Undercover

Soiping at American Tradition,” and “We The -
' Pecé:le" {taxes, controls and more taxes). Mus:
Rickly, a member of “The Missourians” de-
clates that her Henry George studics will in--

fluence her future work. “1 believe the perva:
sive leftist slant i5 a contributing factor in que
nation’s chaos today,” she says. “Should not
artists of other persuasions become asticulate in

defense- of their comvictions, if America has

something worth saving?” :

., Mus. Rickly has recently exhibited her paint-
ings at the Petit Pigalle in &, Louis. .

* World

. Footnote to Fame
By JOHN LAWRENCE MONROE .

HOSE who kniew the recotd of achievenient
of Dr. William C. Gorgas [1845-1920],
surgeon general of the United States during
ar 1, were gratified by his election to
the Hall of Fame fast November. They remem”

——in -less than eight months, he eliminated
vellow fever from Havana, where it had
scourged the population for 150 years. ‘

——in less than two years, apainst imreason-

- able and almost insurmountable opposi-
tion of bureaucratic authoriterianism, he
" transformed the Isthmus of Panama from
a charnel house of disease and death, a
conditiop which had existed for 400 yenrs,

to one ‘of the heaithiest spots o earth.

—in two years he orpanized fhe greatest
medical corps to care for the largest army
in the nation’s history up to that time, de- -
veloping it ftom a corps of a few hundred
to an organization of 35,000 officers and
250,000 enlisted personnel.

The ultimate fame of this “physician to the

world,” however, is not likely to fest alone on .

these achievements, but equally on his percep-
ton of the economic causes of discase and on
his approach to their removal. :
Speaking at a dinner of the Business Men's
Clob in Cincinnati in 1914, Dr. Gorgas said:
At Panzma, the Commission found that
to attract Tabor; and keep it on the Zone,
they had to increase and, within a very
few months, double the wages of the
manual {aborer, It does not take more
than a moment of thought to show to
‘you how such a measure acts and reacts. |
Results take place in many directions,
but particulacly with regard to increas-
ing the ability of the people to live well
and get better food and better clothing.
While dwelling upon thoughts sach as
- - these, I came across Progress and Poverty,
Dr. Gorgas was impressed at once by the pro-

posal Hengy George advanced to substitute the

taxation of land values for taxes on produc-
tion, and feit it would be the means of bring.
ing about that improvemest in social coucﬁ-
tions he saw as essential to the health of the
commpunity. . L .
“1t is a health officer’s duty,” he wrote later
in a Public Health Bulletin, “to urge forward
in his comuunity those measures which will
control individual diseases, but my fong cxperi-
ence has tanght me that if is still more his duty
to take that broader view of life which goes to
the root of bad hygiene, and do what he can
to elevate the general social conditions of Lis
commuaity,” - ’

“For three long years T have been going up

and dows this country preaching that govern-

meni—federal, state and lpcal—costs too pruch.
1 shatl not siop that preaching.”
. —FRANKLEY D. RODSEVELT, 1932




