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- The Sense of

HERE is nothing unusual about a town
meefing incident 1 witnessed last March,.ex-
cept that T happened to be thinking at the time
and it egged me on. S
The question was whether to raise $200 as
town aid for a community hospital in 2 nearby

< 2™
gt

city. Fecling had begun to run high. Was the

hospital any good? Was it socialism?

An elderly woman got up ... She looked-to
be in goed heilth except for her disposition
. . . she felt that things which suited her grand-
parents were good enough . . . she got the floor.

“Well,” she said, locking around, eyes flash-
ing. “Y want to tell you one thing, That hospital
is all right, and 1 know. My husband was there

as a patient not long ago and . . . I'say pot fong - .

ago . . . it was after the first World War .. .
and he ‘got the best of care. The only thing in
all the time he was there . . . several days . ..

wwhich gave us any good reason to complain was
~that one day someone got mixed up and pulled
‘out all his teeth, It was the oply thing . .. I

think they should get the money.”

People taughed. The tension was broken and’
the sunw was inanimously approved. '

1 laughed, but it wasn't until 1 tock my notes
home and put them down on the table that the
incident made sense.

3t bas led me to believe that we have ont-
grown our system of knawles
Rene Descartes' three hundred yests ago, and
built on math and logic, our system has made
possible some big things in man’s selationship
to the measurable universe . . . but it bas been
a flop in man’s refationship with his infinite and
unmeasuced neighbor. . ™ -

It has donc so well as clerk that we have
made it chairmen, We are all so proud of Des-
cattes that we have. put descarte before des
horsescnse. .

The difficulty is that science is not an ade-
quate tool for social study, which mecans our
efforts to bring an end to war and poverty have

“been as hopeless as an attempt to design an.

atomic bomb with 2 ouija board.
. We got off on the wrong foot, in my opinion,
when Descartes suggested, “1 think, therefore
T am.” T can’t accept the idea that my being de-
Ends on oy thinking, I say rathet, "I seem to

.., all.the cvidence 1 have suggests that 1
am . . . I feel thitduam . . . therefore I prob-
ably am.” - "7

It can’t be:proven, but neither could Des-
castes’ proposal be proven . . . as he would have
found out had he kept on thinking, and there-
fore being, for a few hundred years,

“One thing only I know, and that is that I
know nothing,” according to Socrates. .
. “The compulsive quest for certainty . . . is
rooted in the need to conquer the unbearable
doubt,” Frohmm explains.

“Courage is the human virtue that counts

most — courage o act on_limited knowledge,
courage to malze the best of what there js and
not whine for more,” says Robert Frost.

- Certainty . must give . way for probability.
Proof must give way for evidence. Nothing can

. Established by -

" ostracized for consi

be absolutely known until everything is known
. . which will probably not be natil after the
1952 elections. _ '
Now, I am probably writing this because I
want something. | go where ego. The individ-
val is the unit of soclety and his will is its oaly
- “Want” is like live steam . . . commendable,
but not the kind of thing you can sit dowa
quictly and enjoy. Want is not always fun and
it is seldom mental . . . but it is fundamental.

<1 waat, probably, to live and do it ri ht, So-

does everyone. “Right” is not casy to define, in
$pite of the fact that we have all been over the
question scveral times before, but the best in-
dication we have found fot it is a feeling of
well-being, security, satisfaction, stability, con-
tentinent . . .
Happy, some people call it.
Happy is & toud'n{)]'crsubfcd People have been
ing it an end. Itis more
like 2 compass than a destination, It would be
a misteke to put your face in front of it and
just steer, but used properly it can be 2 vale
able indication.’ . .
‘A man cannot be made happy. He must do
it himseff. It is.a contimious process, creative
and personal. It is, in 4 roundabout way, his
job - . . his reason for being . . . and it is a
full-time job.
‘I am not suggesting it is easy lo Iive_right

and be happy . . . bat it is fun to try. It is im-.

‘perative to try, and if a man is prevented from
doing so his “wapt” builds up like live steam
until something breeks and there is want blow-
ing all over the place, and it would be better
if it were only live steam.

Now, I hear that while I am free to pursue
‘happy, thete are people in the world who ase

not. The first step in the pursuit is to "be," and

yet thete ate people in the world who do not
have enough to eat, "
I have read, in a baok called Progress and
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" gry, an just go out 2nd pick bl

Porerty, that some people, when they are hun-
[ egfi-tries.-'be-
cause they “own” them, but some people can-
oot .

Tt seemed trifiing, at first, but it is true not
just of blueberries but of grain, oil, steel, even
2 place to put your foot down. -

. When you prevent 2 man from using the
earth you prevent him from being . . . you ob-
struct his “want” right near the roots . . . add
pretty soon you had better look out oz you will
get a lump ‘on your head or buckshot holes in
your overcoat.

1 was told in school, and. I later came to be-
lieve; that one good way to keep us all from
obstructing cach other in this wild pursuit is
to set up & government. The point of govem-
ment is not to make people happy, but to pre-
vent any man from obstructing his neighicr'
It is not probable that a government which
gives only some people the full right to use
the earth is going to endure. -
1t is begianing to happen . . . in Chiba, ran,
India, Italy, France, Africt, the Philippings . . .
even right here at home, So I believe it would

-be worthwhile to go out and try to convince
peaple of the wisdom . . . for all of us . . . of
somcthing 1 begin to call the “land equity prin-
cipal.” .

It can be proved if » will stand still
long enough, but there is old saying that
“Georgists never lose atguments and never win
elections.” - L

People listen™ politely and ™ then whisper,

“Single taxer™ . . . "Georgist” . . . "Racical”
. . . pronouniced like infections diseases,
. 1 find that all new social ideas have had
tough sledding. The equality of man, for ex-
ample, led to a few wars and is even now not
generally accepted. .

Columbus and Binsteid, with their technical
ideas, had it casy. ey could measure the
carth and the atom without interfering with
anyone’s will. Logic and math are good at that.
They could demonstrate their conclusions, by
sailing around the earth or making the atom go
boom, béfore they had convinced mankind,

The social scieatist, on the other hand, is one
of his own subjects . . . with “want.” He can’t

. sail atound his neighber and he can't make him
go boom. He can demonstrate his conclusion
only after he has convinced mankind.

So the social scientist has the problem of
communication . . . which the fechnical scien-
tist does not-have . . . and it is exactly there
that our system of knowledge fails.-

People will not accept logical, rational proof:

.1 was at-this point in my thinking when I
heard the woman argue at the town meeting
and siw peaple toss aside Iogic in favor of a -
joke. Who was wrong? People or logic?

Adulthood is the point at which we discover
that we are not God. It i5 possible that people
—who are made by God—are right, and that-
proof—which is made by hand—is fallible.

It was 2 joke which altered the town meet- |

{Continzed on Page Thres, Columr Ons}
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- A Word
With You

By EOBERT CLANCY

“Communications” is the magic

wotd today—at least one of them. -

Every so often appears one of these
words which acts as a pass key to
the world of theupper-brows. Men-
tion “'communications” nowadays in
a rapdom group of intellectuals and
the match has been strudk. .

By it is meant the problem of
communicating news and idess, usu-
ally on a mass level, and all that it
implies in the way of information
and misiniformation. '

At a fairly brilliant gathering the
othet"day T met a young lady deep
in internationzl communications

Ert_!jeclx. In discussing the problems -

¢ing encounteted with the awak-
ening peoples of Asia and Afriea,
“she said, "It all gets down to com-
munjcation. That's the thing we
must solve.” I expressed the opinion
that even before commmnication
must come a basic attitude that there
is something worth communicating,
and somebody worth communicat-
ing with (meaning both ways, of
course), -
Take the idea of “alien philoso-
phies” being .communicated these
days 2s something opposed to and
greatly infetfor to the “American
way,” To attempt to communicate
this to the world makes the “com-
munication” a one- street ip-
" deed—and we might well ask with
Fortune Magazine, “Is anybody- lis-
I:eni_ﬂg?" -
Emerson, Henry George and John
Dewey are ou'z“'?;stindly American
philosophers, having produced dis-
tinctly home-grown philosophies.
1;331t they aze by ;o means univer-
sally- accepted and taught by those
who would .cqmmuniglt.e. ]??Ame..ri.—
canism.” Indeed, 2 sampling of our

American philosophers has been

known to give rise to mutterings of
“un-American” in some quarters.

Maybe our cormmmications with
the test of the world would fare
better if we delved into and dusted
off our really thought-out Ameri-
can philosophies. But, as Emerson
said, "Life is not dialectics,” and it
might not do any hazm, if we did a
little mote pragmmtic practice-what-
you-preach association in equality.

Take any group of people we may
be having trouble with in, let us say,
Asia or Africa. And just imagine
that we decided they were just as
poad as we—and acted on that pre-

mise — especially in our economic

dealings with them, How natural
commusnication would then be!
Communications in general might
do a lot hetter all round if the
magic words in caltural citcles conid
become “Fundamental Economics.”

. ' . © 4
Gems for Georgists
By NOAH D. ALPER )

“The city's (Saint Louis) financial condition is such, the Mayor
(Joseph M. Darst) said, that new sources of revenue must be found.
b‘Nq :’;I;tj' can operate indcfinitely on an antiquated income and on a deficit

asis’.” .

The answer: 2 bill which “provides for a levy of-one per cent on
earning in excess of exemptions allowed by the measure. tions
are permitted on the first 600 of income of each taxpayer and on $600
additional for ecach dependent.” )

—St, Louis Post-Dispatch; September 6, 1951
’ Vincent fichaab Had a Farm .

Said Vincent Schaub, “For the last fourteen years I have been try-
ing to build up the fertility of my farm." {His average yield for the 10
years preceding 1949 was 35 bushels of corn to the acre.) The mort-

gage holder’s representative placed a value of $12,000 on the farm and

the owner was advised to sell it 2nd buy a smaller, more fertile one.

Hearing of 2 specialized “fertilizer service,” Mr. Schaub decided to
try a specially prepated formula at o cost of $42 an acre. He mortgaged
the farm ancther $5,000 to finance this, with thé result that from 15
atres he produced 1345 bushels of shelled cori or an average of 103
bushels to the acre. .

Mr. Schaoh tells the complete story in o mimeoga
handed out at the School-of Living Conference at Blm%r;gt,hi, Hlinois
in Septermber, entitled "My True Success Story.” )

"Now let’s consider the offer I was made for my farim,” wrote Mr.
Schaub. *“The mortgage holder valued it at $12,000 in the fall of 1949,
I was offered. $47,500 in fall of 1950 or almost $6 net gain in value of
the farm for each dollar spent for fertilizer, or almost four Hmes the

‘original a Ermsed valoe of $12,000.”

Should sach incentive increase taxer? . - ) :
“Seventy-five cent of the compasies replying to 2 Mill and
Factory questionnaire said they felt high income taxes are cuibing the

incentive of higher-salaried executives and junior executives. Forfy-six -

per cent noted a reluctance on the part of junior executives to assume
greater responsibilities at higher salaries, and 43 per cent said they noted
a lowering of efficiency on the part of enterprise and on the part of the
juniors,”—St. Louis Globe Democrat itern, September 10, 1951

' Benefits Leaking?

The Tennessee Valley Authority, ‘according to Richard G. Baum-
hoff, St. Louis Post-Dispatch writer {August 26, 1951), “has sold itself
thoroughly to the bulk of the paop}e o%u;; 40,900 square-mile ares.”
Governor Gordon Browning (Detn. ), Teanessee, “is a supporter of ‘TVA
principle,” he said. “The people of Tennessee and the other parts of
the Tennessee valley are completely sold on TVA as a public agency
which has brought the best benefits to them without any sacrifice on
their part.” (This could have been predicted by those who know to
whom such benefits would go.)

Mr. Baumhoff wrote, “I'VA's position is that its mandate is to see
that power is available as cheaply as possible, not to furnish a financial
subsidy for town governments’” This was in answer to criticism that
towns can't make profits and so pay town expenses out of cheap elec-
tricity, but roust pass the low price on to the people.

Of course the subsidy to land title holders was not objected to. If
TVA is all that is claimed
holders of the land?

“Lead Us Not Into Temptation” .
- An AP dispatch (March 13) stated: “Chairman Gordon Dean o
the Atomic Energy Commission yesterday threatened to condemn [and

in the 250,000-acre site of a- vast new atomic plant in South Carolina if,

necessary to prevent profit geabbing on inside leaks” - )

A man named Pace, according to the Augusts, Georgie Herald “had
bought options on two pieces 6. O
27 and November 28 for $44,000 and later sold them for $120,000—a
prafit of $76,000.” i

The backbone of corruption of a people today lies in the tax sys-

temn. Something basic in-nature, some violation of meral law, lies at

the root of all this. Were net rent-of-land profit possibilities taken. out
of the privilege of holding title to land, and the advantage of tax eva-
sion not made possible by reason of taxes levied on property in improve-
meats, tangible personal gossessions and wages incomes; no one would
be tempted to corrupt public tax officials, ' '

bulletiinn .

for it, what must the profit be to the title

land in the AFC zrea on November .

By BEENRY L. T. TIDEMAN

Question. All industry is based
upon the land, If the-value of the
base tises beyond normal as it does
in land booms, and other values
rise coincidently, - canpot a case be
made for the rising base value rais-
ing the prices of commodities?

Answer. &t has never been done,
and 1 believe it cannot be done.
Fhis is how the ideas line up for me.

Land values are' the result of
cheapened cost of preduction. What
do we mean by cost of produrtion?
We mean the amount and quality
of labor necessary for the produc-
tion, per unit, of such wealth as we
want, Where cooperation and spe-
cializition reduce the labor npeces-
sary for the production of wealth,
there land becomes valuable and ac-
quires g price. "~ - .

The questioner may now say:
“Yes, yes, granted all that; is it not
beside the point of the quastion.
When land rents boom to such an
extent that men must offer increased
labor for its use, in excess of its
normal remt, will not the excess
labor become a cost entering into
the prices of commodities produced
upon these lands?”

- The implication in the question
is hasty, .

What really occurs is that the

speculative rise in rent drives the

- producers who want to stay in busi-

ness to the use of less productive
lands, even resort to a reduced mar-
gim of cultivation. By this process
the moge productive lands are made
idle or subjected to inferior use.
Thus more labor per anit of prod-
uct becomes necessary.. As a by-
product effect, the gain from ma-
terial progress “which reduced thg
labor cost on the existing margin of
cultivation gels absorbcﬁ in, rent as
the new reduced margin develops,
Now; the margin is the point of
highest cost, that is: the point where
the most Jabor yields the least
wealth. Oa all fands in use, includ-
ing the margin, less wealth will be
produced at greater cost. Prices in
the market will generally follow
the necessary cost of production.
Heace we observe that though a

‘land -boom will ‘set in motion the

forces which increase boom: prices
of commodities the price or rent of
Jand never becomes a part of the
cost of commodities. The increased
cost of living which coincides with
a.land boomi arises from the neces-
sity of resorting to less productive
sites gs the landholders 'ﬂ.ttempt to
raise the rent. This driving business
from the lands best suited for it,
will show wvacant premises row on
row when the depression comes.
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The Sense of Humer
(Continsed from Page Onel

ing situation . . . a sense of humor, Logic had

divided the citizens . . . a joke umnited them.

They all lnghed, which suggested that the

thing ahout the teeth meaot the same thing to

all of them. o
 What? . .

I have been interested in the sense of humor
because 1 fike to laugh. Most anyone does. The
first social act of the buman child is to smile
and then giggle. - )

“A new joke,” Freud points out, “operates
almost as an event of universal interest. It is
passed on from one person to another, just like
news of the latest conquest. Even prominent
men . . . dwell in their sutobiographies upon
this and that excellent joke.” =

The sense of humor is an ability of the hu-

- man being to tell right from wrong, to see an
iricongruity . . . probably. Langhter is the in-
voluntary reaction to such'e discovery.

*What was incongruous about the teeth?

It was an ‘absurd aggument. But the others
had lost sight of the fact that the question was
arily $200 out of a $100,000 budget. They had
Tost perspective, were out of focus, The woman
was, only a trifle more absurd . . . enough so to
be funny.

_ When the people langhed they were jarred
loose from their emotional bias, They regained
perspective and got back to some universal
frame of reference where they felt secure and
able to trust one another, It happened suddenly,
too quickly for the conscious mind. It took me
severs! days to see logically what my sense of
humor had seen in an instant.

We are told that our memory keeps a record
of everytbing we encounter. We have a vast '
acoumulation of evidence stored away. We have
a spherical awareness, an intuitive mind, which
sees in all four directions, When we come
across an idea it makes a quick chedk through
out filing cabinet, weighs the evidence and
comes up with a ™ ability.” If the idea
seems incongrnous, absurd, inconsistent . . . we
laugh. - '

The sense of humor is the point where the
intuitive mind comes closest to the sutface. Its
speed and precision are temarkable, The intui-
tivé miud is creative, too; and I would like 2
nickel for evety irnportzit idea which has simp-

" Iy “flashed” into, some thinker's fmind. = -

Lin Yutang weites that, “Professor B. 8. C,
Northrop of Yale calls attention to the imPor-
tance of recognizing the place of intuitive
knowledge of ‘the esthetic undifferentiated con-
timmm,' and the right to existence of that kind
of keowledge, which is in all probability closes’

" to reality than the differentiated knowledge of
the reasoning ming,. . .”.

We are like arr epitaph of which I have been
told: “Here lies Thomas Clough between the
two finest women who ever lived . | . his wives.
But he has asked his frieads to tip him = little
toward Tillie.” .

. We live in an absolute world, but our undet-
standing of it is finite. We know only probable
and improbable, We can ask only to be tipped
a little toward Tillie -

" Qur legal system is an example. We prove o

man not absolutely innocent or guilty . . . but
beyond a reasonable doubt, '

Now, if all this is trae . . . and I am sug-

gesting only that it is probable , . . there is a
system of knowledge already set up forus . . .

PLAIN TALK

In a nation, whaose citizens have
for more than 20 years looked to
government to cure their many prob-
lems, the principles of individual-
ism are mot easy to re-cstablish, A
Jarge portion of the population, suf-
fidently matured to direct the na--
tion's thinking, was passing through
its thought-forming period of life
when the United States began look-
ing to government to solve the problerns which
individoals faced. Many of these people have
come to believe thete is no other way.

- As a result we may weil be losing ground-in -

our fight against comimunism and the ideas
which communism is based. For the creed
:?ocfmrmnunism 15 socialism. Millions of Ameri-
cans who would shudder if they were called
Comemunists aré nevertheless committed in their
thinking to socialisra. o
The objections of Americans to Communist

methods are easily understood. Communists are -

pictired as brutal tyrants. Until recently Ameri-

- ¢ans had almost as much objection to well-man-

nered tyrants as to the british kind. Americans
were knowa throughout the world for their as-
sertion of a God-given inalienable right to live
free of all vatieties of .political tyranny. Now,
though they still hate the brutal tyrants, they ap-
pear to be succumbing rapidly to the worst tyr-
anny ever conceived which is national socialism.
" All the despatic governmenis of this century
bave preached the creed of natiomal socialism.
Mussolini, Hitler and Stalin did not, like the
tyrants of old, claim a divine right or a class
privilege, Bach professed only that the welfare
of the people 'was his objective. But, for the
good of all, the state must rule, and all people
must be servants of the state, Denying that the
privilege of making all decisions was for the
: 6f personal aggrandisement, they never-
fhiss succz;led in procuring for themselves
greater power and greater Jusury and pomp than
existed even in the most despotic of socicties,
Socialists, a5 contrasted with Cornmuonists, are
generally soft-handed tyrants, They waat to be

- liked and respected. They honestly
believe that they are more capable
than the rank and file and for the
good of the masses they think they
should rule. - ate convinged
that individualism is selfishness and
results in social irresponsibility.

* The socialists - promise that, by
using, the compulSory powers of

. government through political plan:

ning and direction, the wasteful competition of

private enterprise will be eliminated. To sugar-
coat these promises they offer to relieve the in-

dividual from-the risks of self-protection and -

self-support. After 20 years of this trend we
fiid members of both major political parties

arguing, not over the relative merils of indi-

vidualism a5 against statism-but, over the degre

to which we should enter into socialism. For
mote than 20 years there has not been & candi-
date who has attempted to show that comipul-
soty regulations of all kinds, having already
been adopted, might be wrong in principle. In-
stead they have argued only ever the question
&5 to how repidly we should accept additional
applications of sodialistic principles,:

The United States, since the fotming of the
nation, has led the woild in giving prominence
to individualism. Under the Constitution we
were the foremost nation to restrain the power
of the state. Undet 2 minimum of governinent,
we achieved world dominence in a relatively
short period over nations which had known
nothing but domination by the state for hun-
dreds of years. Despite this rapid development
under a system of individualism we have, dur-
ing a period of approximately 20 years, given
back to’power-hungry politicians most of the
privileges which- impoverished and embroiled
the nations of the tarth for countléss genera-
tions. -

It is not too late for America fo return to the
form of govetnment which gave great pros-
pentzeto its inhabitants. But such government
can be retained only with the adoption. of in-
dividualistic principles. :

2 system which each of us trusts 2nd depends
upon. It is the “probability” system, the balance
of all kaowa facts. )

If T am to convince a wan of thtiibwisdumhuf_
the “land equity principal” I must do it on his
terms. T must justify it as ¢ probability. When L
stop him on a street cormer for a discussion of
taxes he is momentarily delayed in his pursuit.

He koows, intuitively, thet T have only ane
reason for stopping him. It is that I want some-
thing. -

He assumes, -unless there is evidence to the
contrary, that I may get in his way, I must as-
sute him . . . not just his rational mind but his
whole spherical awareness which will not take
orders . . . that what T want and what he wants

will not necessarily collide. )

He doesn't trost logic, and propesly so, but
be does trust his intvitive mind . . .,and his
sense of humot,

Something funoy happens, we both Iaugh, he
knows that our perspective is the same. He
knows we are.kin, that there is a mutual bond,
and we can proceed from there.. -

Simple Qutline — Sixpence |

. An eight-page booklet entitléd “Simple Out-
line of Economics™ has recently been produced

“by the Henry George School of Social Sciende

at' 4 Great Smith Street, London, Inflation is
skilfully explained in one brief paragraph.

“In secking an answer to the question ‘How
doss inflation arise?’ note (a) by the term ‘La-
bor' is meant ‘Human exeriion in production
of Wealth.' From the total wealth produced all
the people in the community must live. Now if
60 per cent of the man-power is transferred to
the Forces and the manufacture of armaments,
then the results of the labor of 40 per cent
ruch be shared by all. As the members of ali
these services receive money, it must be taken
from the community by exira tavation or the
Government can issue mote money. When more’
money is issued its value declines. This is in-
flation, - the - symptoms of which are increased
prices. Inflation is a subtle form of taxation
which hits hardest at those with fixed incomes,
and at all savings.” '




[Pacs Four}

HeNRY GEORGE NEWS

QCTODER, 1051

Laissez Faire in History—Fact and Fiction

By EDWIN PHELPS

To examine the definiion and decadence of
laissez faite is to be confronted with a basic
problem of social existence—today as well as
when the Sahm'se was coined. That problem is,
How should government function in the pro-
duction for social-maintenance?

The conflicting ideologies of the current

scene, with the nations gearing for miordl con-

flict, makes crystal clear that the solution, if

one is to be found, rests on an adequate appre- |

ciation of the individual and the social order.
This prospect. of & staggering catastrophe, which
the people of 1951 face, is not 2 circumstance
of sudden creation. Rather, it is the fruit of 2
century or two of endeavor to predicate’ the
functioning of government on the antithetical
doctrines of “natural rights” and “socially-de-

rived rights.” These doctrines take generically.

opposing views as to the place of the individual

and organized society, Here are some facts with

which the attempted answer must reckon.
“Mature individuals unite to form. families,

' but these families beget immature individuals,”

wrote Ermest Hockmg of Harvard, in The Last-
ing Elements of Individualism. “No individual
ot set of individuals can be said to have fonnded
‘the family’ s an institution. So with the state,
dependency seems to rus both ways—the citi-
zen depends upon the state, the state depends
upen its citizens . . . the state is prior to the
individual aod the individual js prior to the
state; here is an alternating carrent or cycle in
which neither can claim absolute priority.”

Tater in his book, Mr. Hocking comments,
“men are not bora as independent, self-suffi-
ciesit entities;—they grow slowly toward sep-
arateness of being and destiny . . . Hence, there
was law in the world long before there were
individual rights,”

In England in the first quarter of the nine-
teenth centuty there developed and became most
vocal, proponents of the doctrine of “Naturai
Rights of Man.” These proponents were op-
posed to the cxtensive legislative coatrol of

" men in industry and commerce aleeady secured

and being further songht by the ruling “cop-

- servative’” class. The program of these pro-

ts of natural rights became dés"igq,_a'ted

- g5 “individualism.” In their organized political

activities they were® tagged with the label “lib-
erals,” Their estimate of government in the af-
fairs of men was_declared to be expressed in
the concept of laissez faire:—let men alone in
‘industry and commerce,

Incidentally, it may be noted here that during
the contest between the liberals and conserva-
tives, there emerged a group of socialists known
as the Fabians. Their. contention was that, in
the interests of fhe best welfare of all the peo-
ple, the state should own all the factors of pro-
duction, thus rosfrolling production for social
maintenance. .

For 2 century and a helf, writers of lasting .

fame have debated these differing concepts and
theories of liberalism, conservatism, and social-
ism. Which has acquired the ascendancy in the
past, and seems preseatly to command the great-
er allegiance of mankind—much te the appre-
‘hension of the advocates of “individoalism”™—
is self-evident. Recognizing these facts, it is
natural for one to wonder why “individuafism,”
as advocated by the liberals, has failed to secure
pgreater consideration in the present affairs of
men. .

" of which

I-Iodcipg?s' contention is that “liberatism”—
‘individualism'-is the kernel—failed
for three important zeasons.

1. BarLurg 1o Acrsve SociaL Unary. Un-
ity is ot naturel. Experience proves that it has
become progressively hard to get. It is not 2

lLabit inherited from feudal society. Society. is ~
not ann ofganism, as some contend, since, as is

not the case with cells in a tme organism, in-
dividuals in society can set up an independent
life within the society. The larget the social
group the more difficolt the achievement of

unity. ) .

After pointing out how the pofitical state,
because of its division and sectional intercsts,
has no such unity of purpose as an operating
railroad, and also pointing out how business
finds i¢ impossible to be concerned with inter-
est in the rank and file, the author concludes
that “action as 2 whole and for the whole is
beyond the reach of purely individualistic en-
terprise”” )

2, RucuTs wrrdouT Dumies, ™ Right' has
becoine attached to the ambigious word 'na-
tural’; #nd a patoral right would appear to be
one with which a petson is born, one which he

cannot help having, ene for which he has paid -

no price, and has no price to pay; furthermore,
one of which he cannot divest himself, and of
which no one can deprive him. This latter
property is conveyed in the term ‘inalienable’,
“For the mature person, fhere are no uncon-

" ditionial sightr. And the assamption that there

are such has passed with the altered times from

2 useful encouragement to a pernicious fattery. -

. . . The conditiots of all right are moral con-
ditions ;- without goodwiil 2ll rights drop. off.”

After discassing Jobn Lacke, Hocking de-
clates, “being born free and equal meant . . .
simply an immunity from being exploited;
and that this situation catrles with it an im.
petative duty to refrain from exploiting any-
one else. To claim a right is at the same mo-

ment to attribute it to others and their doty .

to my ight is reciprocated in my duties to
their rights. For every tight received, then,
there are innumerable duties ‘Elyable, That
tight of ‘equality’ which defends me from ar-
rogance of a thousand pretending superiors de-
fends me a bendred thousand against my own
asrogance. Hence, the cry of ‘my right’ shoald
never have been uttered except with the undei-
tone of 4 vast humility,” :

After illostrating the many ways in which
many people convert “inalicnable rights” into
privileges at the expense of the community, the
author concludes, “when the common stock of
America . . . is thus correpted through long,
insidious schooling - of rights receivehle and
duty free, liberalism has not meeely shown a
flaw, it has undermined itself and prepared the
way for a general regime of d nee."”

3. EMOTIONAL DEFECT. Man is neither good
nor bad. In the course of his growth he be-
comes something of both, "INo strong social or-
der can be built on the basis of the amiahle
sentiments alone.”

Liberalism has bred 2 race of self-confident,
vigorous men, but it has not bred 2 race that
can be trusted with power, “It may be-a balf
truth, but hardly deniable, that the ‘dminant
note in American education has preduced a
nation of spoiled and juvenile minds, ufiable
to think, devoid of the power of self-criticism

John C. Lin

YOVERNMENT costs are now met by tayes
which fall almost exclusivély on wages and
industry. This will be defended on the grounds
that we must have government—which is true
—that govermment costs money——which is also
true — and that taxes on the products of labor
and capital are the best and about the only way
in which substantial sums can be raised—which
is not true. The expenses of government should
not be met by the labor of individusls but by
that valae which comes into being without any-
body's labor. In short, land value,

The immediate effect of taxes on Jabor prod-
ucts is higher prices for goods, decreased de-
mand, curtailed production, shrinking profits
and fewer jobs. In most communities fand value
is taxed but lightly, if at all. New York and

. Pittsburgh are our only sizeable cities to secare

= substantial proportion of their municipal
revenue by such.method. In both those cities

.land is under-assessed and less than one-third

of the r;rrdtal.,l value is collected, Thus land hold-
ets, as such, very larpely escape tax free

The teking by the comminity of the com-
munity-created value of ground rent for the
common expenses of the commuaity would have
the opposite effect. Taxes on labor products
could be remitted to the extent that land-value
taxation was applied. Lower taxes on labor
products would imean increased demand for
goods — increased demand would mean larger
production. Moreover, owners would have to
put their idle land to work or relinquish it.

and therefore incdpable of mature political re-

sponsibility.”

Society is a composite of individuals each
with desires—natural and acquired-—for which
2ll but the most. unusual individuals ace willing
to'labor to satisfy. Is not that society likely to
be the best wherein the individual is vouchsafed
the greafest freedom to uvndertake the labor
which.offers hiin the best fulfillment of his de-
sires? That is but a recognition of the funda-
mental premise of economics that “man seeks
lo satisfy his desites with the least possible ef-
fort.l" Along with that, one must recognize that
man’s strength jv in his association.

_‘Rea[iz[ng_ the paths along which man’s inade-

1—1_‘!“"."! d5eRangue

© ‘Many Henry George News readers aro s
size). As announced by Moah D. Alper in the Se
35 Street, Chicage 18, the innovator of these si
upon receipt of a stamped addressed envelope.
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oln Says—

This employment would be stimulated, since

you can’t put fand to wotk without potting men -

to wotk.

All this could be brought about by the simple
procedure of taxing land values in full or ap-
proximately in full, and reducing in offsetting
degree taxes on labor and capital. Landowners
would lose nothing that is rightly theirs,
Ground rent which they now retain is merely
payment for piivilege, the privilege of occupy-
ing sites to which, superior desirability has heen
given by the people as a whole. kt is only right
and proper thit those who bemefit from such
privilege, the owners of land, should pay for it.

It is true that landholders - bave to
forego the rent they now collect from tenants
or which comes to them when they -sell the
product of their land, but it is also true that
they would benefit by the reduction in other
taxes, since thete are excesdingly few people
whose incames drs entirely ot even mainly from
ground rent. And Rt is true, too, that with the
colléction of ground rent for the public use the
seling price of Jand would ‘tend to disappear,

since selling price is mefely net fént—the rent.

the owner may retain as his own — capitalized.
That fact, however, would mean little save to
spe ors. While he could not sell his hold-
ings for any appreciable sum, the landowner
could add to his heldings, or take a new loca-
tion, with only 2 nominal outlay, if any, and
payment of rent.
* -—From the September Lincoln Letter

quately-conditioned potentialities lead him is it
not inevitable that if such association is to be
most fruitful for the well-being of the social
unit—predicated on the best well-being of each
individual in that social unit—directive infln-
ences will have to be agteed upon? Will those
- directive influences not have to seek to estab-
fish an element of equality of opportunity in
that association? Is not that, then, the fune-
tion of government in production for social
miptenagee?

' Hzs thie seventeenth-century idea, of which

faissez faire is supposed to be the. epitome,
come into collision with the twenticth-century _

facts of life?

meedling stamps” {reproduréd shove in actual
fiber issue of the News, Larry Nreger, G40 W.
# will send o sheet of 36 assorted sfomps froe

Coneceived in Llheri:y

"By MARSHATI. CRANE

DID YOU KNOW that there arte eight cities
and towns in the United States called “In-
dependence?” 'Sa fact. And there are seven
others named for “Liberty” and two for “Free-
dom.” These comianities are scattered across
the countey from the Atlastic to the Pacific zud
fram the Canadian border to the Rio Grande, in
sixteen di&ef_e.g_’t states, . -
Freedom, liberty, independence . . . The pio-
néers who dmigtyﬁle wilderness to found these
settlements had pot been slaves or peons. In-
deed, they came from societies which were re-

markably free, judged by present-day standards
of freedom. But, fortunately, men are born.in’

every apge who are hever free enough, who al-
ways long to be really free, and who are will-
ing to risk their lives and substance in the
search fglt freedom; men to whom “secarity” is
a degrading mockery if its price is oppression.
Tf_:.a eatliest coins struck b’} the Un_itgd States
Mint bore upon their -obverse the head of a
slim, dynamic maiden with frecly flowing hair,
a perfect embodiment of the idea of Tiberty.
The artst who designed them had been a signer
of the Declarstion of Independence. His son
wrote 2 Iyrical declaration of independence too,
a honoring the brave men who had
"fou%t and bled in freedom's cause.”
“national independence was new'it was
natural that settlers, in the first glorious flush
of victory, should name towns after the free-
dom they. had just won. 8till, while the Liberty
on our coins soon became 4 plump, staid, con-

ventional matron, the love of freedom did not

lose: its youthful vigor, Indeed, most of the
laces whose names honor liberty date from
roni,g after the Revolution, and are in sections
of the country which were then. unktown.

A new settlemént was a deadly gamble for
the first century of our history, and liberty most
always be of prime importance to men whose
very life depends on their own efforts, Condi-
tions being what they were, it is hard to imagine
bow these tiny outposts, and the hundreds of
others like them, could ever have become what
they are today if private enterprise had not en-
joyed a very. considerable degree of freedom.
The pioneers who named their villages for
liberty were better godfathers than they realized,

1t 15 a strange and sed paradox that as theit

' economies become organized and more efficient

men are inclined to forget that they must be
free to live fully and nobly; that they should
sell their birthright just when it is pzomising to
increase in value. For all nations are conceived
i liberty. How few persevere ip it!

History teaches no more cogent lesson than
that freedom iz essential o human progress.
And societies are free only to the extent that
the men who compose them ase free; free in

- their persons, thought, speech znd movement;

free in their work and in the possession and
disposition of its products; free to trade in free

markets; and free to oceupy the earth and to.

use its patural products.

. Bveryone can profit from an occasional re-:
fresher course in this lesson., Even the searcher

for freedom will be strengthened in his purpose.

From it the pursuer of the will-o'-the wisp of
collective security may perhaps awake to the
realization that cellective poverty is no less bit-

- ter than any other kind, and that euphernisms

like “austerity” are not specifics for malnutri-
tion.

It may suggest to the rabid nationalist that he
cannot raise physical and legal barrjers against
the despised foreigner and the products of his
thought and lsbor without also buttoning him-
seif into an wncomfortably strait strait-jacket.
He may be brought to see that it really is casiest .
to settle disputcs with his friends, and hardest
ta become frieddly with those whom he does
not see. He fnay even realize that attemapts to
solve his problems by violence zre as futile as
they are expensive. .

Lastly, the Single-taxer (you should pardon
the expression!) must remind himself, now and

-then, that the socialization of ground rent-can

do very little good unless the economy in gen-
eral is comparatively fres to react to its influ-
ence. Insofar as production and consumption,
imparts and exports, wages and interest rates,
prices and markets, are controlled by the politi-
cal powet, whether by decree, subsidy ot tariff,
economic laws are affected, usually adversely, -
and too often to the point of: pullification,

. Henty George's “remedy” actually is a rem-
edy. But it will function properly only to the
extent thai natural laws sre permitted to fuac-
tion, If the Georgist sees only the precious seed
in his hand, and is blind to the condition of the
soil in which it‘is to be sown, he is in danger
of losing his battle, the greatest battle of all,
the battle for freedom,

Fé.irhope’s S_inglé Tax ?Gi:il_onj
By C. A. GASTON

FAIRHOPE has proved Heary George’s con-
clusipn that labor applied to land is essential

. to the production of all wealth, that such labor

is also essential to the production of capital, and
that capital must depend on labar for its pro-
ductive employment.”

The colony’s greatest attraction was to those .
who had the Jeast capital. These availed them-
selves of its offering of free access' to unde-
veloped land, They went to work, some with
little more than-their bate hands and the sinews
of their physical bodies. By their own labor they
acquired both wealth and czpital, working for
themselves and for others, in the production of
wealth and the performance of personal ser-
vice. The Faithape of today would not exist ex-
cept for these. -

Though the colony plan is unattractive to
capital secking investment in Jand speculation, it
offers favorable opportunity for its investment
in productive and commercial activities, This is
evidenced by the fact that though the colony
plan is applied to less than one-fifth of the land
in the City of Fairhape, $1,206,535 of its 1950
assesstaent roll, almost two-thirds, represents the
assessed valve of the colony land and the in-
vestments in homes and businesses of those who
occupy such land.

ile the increase in value of the privately-
owned land goes to the owners of such land,
some of whom do not. live in Fairhope, in--
creases in the value of the colony land are cal-
lected by its corporation as increased rental
values. The coleny corporation uses the funds
50 collected to pay for its lessees their burden-
some propetty taxes, to improve streets and side-
walks and for other public benefits, - -

—Excerpt from a longer article pub-
lished in The Alabama Local Gove
ernment Journal, June, 1951
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To the Editor:

Contrary to the views exptessed by Robert .

Clancy, in answer to my A letter, Hengy
George made it tlear that he believed that rent
does sbsorb all of the benefits of material prog-
ress. This being the case, it would be impossi-
ble for wagés to increase even as 2 proportion.
Geoige goes even further than this and takes
the position that wages fall as a quankity, as
well as a proportion, where land is fully mon-
opolized. He even claims that material progress
- is the canse of this fall. On page 9, Progress
and Pozerty, he says and I quote:

progress niot only fails to relieve poverty_but

‘actually produces it” - -
How, let me ask, could it do this unless its
effect is to lower wages as a quantity? That Mr.
‘George believed that wages do fall even as a
quantity, with the increase of material progress,
is evidenced by his remarks O:les_age 257 of the
same book, wherein he referred to wages fall-
ing absolutely, On page 12 he further stales
that want is increased with advancing wealth,
which if true can only mean that wages must
fall as a qum_tit? to produce greater poverty.
Mr. Clancy chides me for rEI:ji_.uig on statistics
to prove my case, and says that I should rcly
more on intelligent observation. It is true, of
course, that statistics are mot always reliable.
They are seldom 100 per cent correct. On the
,other hand, the fi put out by the Bureau
of the Censns a
ing agencies, are quite reliable 2nd are used by
business men and economists alike: They <iio
point to definite trends, which no economist
will ignore. These figures show that real wages
as well as nominal wages hiave greatly increased
over the years; that the standard of living for
our workers bas. continued to rise with the
march of material progress, and Jast but not
least, that invention, which is the hub of ma-
terial progress, bar actually increased the op por-
tenity for emﬁfo;wem. This increase in the
rumber of jobs per thousand of papulation

helps to explain the increase in wages.

As Mr. Clancy prefers not to trust statistics,
why doesn't he too put more reliance on intelli-
t observation in his evaluation of this P_rob-
) %I:}l'?-ﬁll he needs to. do is ta read his history
to see how the workers lived- 2 hundred years
ago and then observe how they live today. Ordi-
oagy every-day observation will convince any
unprejudiced mind that they have far more of
the materal things of life than did theit fore-
fathers of a hundred or even fifty years ago.
This same observation should also cogvince him

that the workers have a higher standard of liv-

ing in those Cougiries where material progress
has been the "gteatest. Had it not been for the
ravages of recent wats, these living standards
would be even much higher. This being true,
then it stands to reason that materiel progress
has ‘gone to raise real wages as well as rent,
which is the point Itried to make in my former
communication, )

In closing I am going to stick my neck out
again b;' challenging Mz, Clancy to prove his
_contention that the trend of wages has been
downward as a proportion, while rents have
proportionately incteased with the march of
material progress. He knows that there is no
evidence to watrent such an assumption.

—DON I, THOMPSON

Spokane, Washington

other government fact find-

Reply to Den L. Thompeon
1 would like to ask Mr. Thompson to per-
form a mental experiment: Let him stast out
from Spokane, Washington, until he comes to
the best free land avzilable, Let him then settlé
and make his living there. Then I would ask
him to imagine he is doing the same thing, say

75 years earlier, end tell us in which period he

believes he would find his situation bstter. T
aiso ask, doss the general level of wages de-
pend on the margin of production? :

If material progress has brought the blessings
that Mr, Thompson counts, why are there per:
pemal Iabor unlen struggles, an increasing
clamor for “security,” minttiurn wage laws and
the rest, and a heavy reliance on our monstrous
armament progeam, supported by monstrous
taxes, to keep the economy ril
~ Ina footnote to “The P,

Progress and Poverty, Henry George says: "It is

‘true that the poorest may now in certein ways

enjoy what the richest a century ago could not
bave commanded, but this does not show im-
provement of condition so long as the ability

to obtain the necessaries of life is not increased. -

The begpar in 2 great city may cnjoy many
things from which the backwoods farmer is de-
berred, but that doés not prove the condition of
the city beggar better than that of the inde-
pendent farmer.”

. . —R. C

[Both participants promise the above is their last
word oo this subject, Eﬂ- i
To the Editor:

I do want to acknowledge this good contact
of America with Burope, which is necessary and
much too scatce as yet. Indeed the great prob-
lem is to combine social justice with private in-
itiative. I do believe, however, that you mis-
take the signs of your own wonderful and suc-

Americans are prone, with many others, to
see money and private gain in economic wealth
as the prime mover of men, because, cspecially

in Americs; people are scen wordng hasd for .

high and increasing wages, You believe that if
only the economic angle is somehow met, all
wﬂf be well. From personal experience.ja the
United States, 1 would suggest that money gain
is only an outward result. The inger spirit of
true ocracy raises man from an economic

wnit to spititual identity as the son of God —

which 15 the impulse
world leadership.. .
- Burope, and especially Holland, with which
I am familiar, is far in advance of the United
States in land reform and other socially bene-
ficial measures. All land in the gty of Amster-
dam is community owned and rent is paid by
the ocempier to the community. Absentee owner-
ship of farms is gradually being abolished by a

your great growth and

. law which makes sale of land to absentees ille-

gal. But private initiative in Enrope is being
crushed under an avalanche of bureancratic in-
terference. Instead of these social measures in-
creasing the freedom of men, they inerely in-
crease his dependence 1 ontward care; like
the seagmlls in the mlmn Ameriean para-
ble, they would starve if the state ceased to
coddle them., ’

Freedom is a dangerous way of life, It must
be gained each day anew. And only as men
gain freedom, will their obedience to just laws
of the land come from within, and make for an
equitable and harmonions . society. . Because
America still asks nouch of the individual in

. private initiative and responsibility, America is

oing? )
em” of George's -
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David Lircoln, Sperry Engineer,
-Appointed to Board of Trustees
AVID LINCOLN of
the Engincering De-
partment, Sperry Gyro-
scope Company, was ap-
pointed a trustee of the
Hency George Schiool st
a recent meeting of the
" board, where his per-
somality, judgment and
enthustasem will be wel-
comed He is twenty-
five years old and the youngest school official

-on record. After graduating from the California

Tnstitute of Technology in Pasadena he took a
position on the West Coast, and twa years ago
came Bast to join the Sperry firtn at Lalke Suc-
cess, Long Island. A year ago he married Joan
Rechtin of Texas, who was a college-friend in -
California, and 2 gradmate of Scripps College.
(The photograph was snapped at his wedding).

David’s father, John C, Lincoln of Phoenix,
also an engineer, is president of the Henry
George School, author of the Lincoln Lefters,
and founder of the Lincoln Electtic Company
in Cleveland, =

sttong. Let it beware of worshipping economic
safety, )
Inasmuch as your work makes people think,
you are doing necessary good. I wish you suc-
cess and an incressing number of intelfigent

“and enthusiastic students.

—HARRY BOISSEVAIN
Bloemendzal, Nethetlands

" To the Editor:

You will take note of the present strike sifu-
ation; -obviously capital is vnable to provide
Labor with wage increases, due to governmient
price controls and. other restrictions (uoder the
E::tense of a national ‘emergency), while the

dlords 2s such continne to get away with it.

The povernment’s next move, whether now
ot later in the year: They will send in the army
and force the strikers to return to work, even
though both capital and labor will be working
at 2 loss; thus yor see the preliminary signs of
a state dictatorship, you will be forced to work
harder against your will, as in Soviet Russia.

Of course there's that “arms race” which has
beén inspired by the pelitburo; they know that
under our present fanlty system, this arms race
will leave hungry, demaratized millions, and to
date our government officials are falling for this
trick, R, BE. FLEISCHMAN

 Montreal

Neither Jastice Nor Benevolence
"Whereas justice is a negative quality —tihe .
absence of all positively unjust acts ~— benevo-
lence is a positive quality,” weote Ernest Bloom-
field Zeisler, “the performance of benevolent
acts not required by justice. A man living alone
on 2 desert island has no opportunity to com-
mit any unjust acts, so that his behavior is nec-
essarily just; be also has no opportunity to com-
mit any benevolent act, so that he is just and
not benevolent.”
 An omission ocourred from these trenchant
staterrents in Mr. Zeisler’s article in the Sep-

- tember Henty George News, and we are dis-

mayed to find how easily one may become the
petpetrator or victim of unintentional injustice.




T T
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- brother,
- Board of Directors of the Bay Area extension.
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Editorial Consistency

THE New Yok Times is celebrating its 100th

Anpiversiry this year, We congtatulate our
colieague on its first hundrsd years {which,
Uzey say, are the hardest), aod we look forward
to the dey-—in another 92 years— when The
Hensy George News will be similarly celebrat-
ng - '

- We hope it will not seem ungracious to fe-
mind The Times that when it was forty years
old, it had this:to say editorially (January 10,
1891): “We have no hesitation in declaring
our belief that the ideal taxation lies in the
siogle tax, laid exclusively on the rental value
of land, independent of improvements,”

One of the nice things about The Times is
that'it changes so little over the years. We hope
this is true of the above editorial commient,

: —R. C

San Franciseo -

With an overflowing measure of charm and

good sense, Kathleen Norris, the novelist; spoke
on “Henry George—Our Prophet, of San Fran.
cisco” at the Henty George Day celebration in
the Palace Hotel September 5, In the cougse of
her talk, ¥rs. Noiris painted a vivid pictute of
the contrasts of wealth and poverty she had
seen in China, and told how among those plead-
ing for more Americen aid had been some
whose incomes measured 2 million dollars a
week, Mrs. Nomis was intréduced by her
oseph 5. Thompson, president of the

Twelve basic classes opened the week of

‘October first. New class leaders are Mzs. Caro-

lice E. Thompson, Glen Dutton, Scott Brant,
Herbert Pitkner, Arfhur Linshan and Joseph
Manfrini. These classes were publicized by a
committee of 30 who met at the Palice Hotel
September 7 to plan the campaign. William
Greenbaum is chairinan,
5t. Lonis

The St Louis extension has scheduled 11
classes with Progress and Poverty as the text,
and one class inglf'be Science of Poiitical Econ.
onry, in this its thirteenth year fall term, Mrs.
Eathleen Raikes, who took the basic course in
New York, is returning as a class leader after
an absence of Sgie yedrs, Other new leaders are
Atthur Bredemeyer aad Gietner Hibbeler.,

Noah D. Alper, St. Louis director, was a rep-
resenkative at a Schools-of Living conference at
East Bay Camp, Bloomington, Iinois, Septem-
ber first. Ralph Borsodi is the founder of these
schools whose aims are to teach and deimon-
state normal living and to encourage a major
amount of independence and home rule. Mrs.
Mildred Jensen Loomis, editor of The Inter-
peeter, Beookyile, Okiey js one of the promi-
rent Georpists who is -achive in this important
decentralist movertént, : .

" Ghhig

A oewly formed Clevelsnd Henry Geotge
School extension committee, with R. W, Bichen.
bergen as its chairmiag, was organized as a re.
sult of 2 mecting on September 10. Those who.
attended were: R, W, Eichenberger, Stanley
Wyaywalsld, J. L. Schaefer, Gustave Fall,
Basil Butchko, Mr. and Mrs. George Newton,
8. Banasik, Mrs, Elva Billett, Tawrence Rep,
John Y. Weir, Farle Spence, J Y. McClelland,
James Hair, Joseph Skinner and Mr. and Mirs
Willam Cerny. William J, Toseland, 2 guest
from Canton, Chio, would Like to hear from
other Cagton friends of the school, His address

. I 2948 Maple Avenue, -

- Ausgiralian Jubilee
¥ ] Craom, ExM. P. of South Australia
jjh_has available at the modest price of four-
pence, 2 16-page booklet entitled ™Jubilee With-
out Jubiliation.” Fifty years ago the six states
“of Australia became a [’TE
scemed. to this wise Henry George man a good
reason to celebrate what is populaily known as
the “Tubilée,” based on the Jewish Dispensation.
Mr. Craigie sums up the Jubilee policy. brief-
Iy as “one which permits of the free play of
economic laws, thus ensuring that the value
-created by the commimity shall be taken into

the public treasury for the benefit of the com- .

munity; at the same time leaving sacredly to all
individuals the values created by their indreid-
‘uzl iise of 1abor and capital in the production
of wealth.” - :

' -~ Philadelphia '

Mare than thirty Philadelphia extension mem-
bets participated in the Henry Geotge Day cele-
bratton at Arden, Delawase on September 2, in-
cloding Edwin 8. Ross a forer Philadelphia
ditector, and member of the Ross family in
Arden, Other speskers were Katherine H. Ross,
Do’ Stevens, Harold Ware, and Howard B,
Freean of Utica, New Yorl. :

Jacob Thomas Ames, a recent ;gmdmtr is -

busy making plans to improve the promation

material -and choose new advertisin media.

Philadelphia is lpsing another valuﬁbﬁ faculty

member, Jack Lindemann, who has heep as-

signed to teach at Old Fort Dupont, Delaware.
~ New Jerse

The fal term opened the week of September
24 with 5 fundamental classes at headquarters.
(On October 26 the New Jersey school will
celebrate five years of occupancy at its head-

arters” building, 1114 Broad Street, Newark. )
?;;Er New Jersey classes are being conducted
in Hackensack, Elizabeth, Roselle Patk, Sum-
mit, Basking Ridge, Perth Amboy and Free
Acres. The class in Free Acres—a Henry George
enclave—was organized as 2 tesult of a discus-
sion following a talk on “Can a Single Tax be
practical,” by John T. Tetley.

Advanced courses ate in progtess at Newatk
headquacters on Thursday evepings. A course
on “Leadership Development” is-being given
on Tuesdays, and a new 5-week course entitied
“'Problems of International Trade” opened Sep-
tember 27.

“Why hast't Russia started 2 hot war?” is
the question dealt with on 25,000 two-color an-
oouncements which were mailed from Newark,
Assistant Dean, Louis N. Perna, Gorman Loss
and John Devoe formed the committee in
charge of this mailin  campaign. Faculty meet-
ings will be held the first Friday in every month.

Chicage .

Prank Lloyd Wright will s on "The Asts
and Industry in a Controlled Economy,” on
October 4, at the Wedgwood Room of Marshall
Tield Company, 'This will open the fifth year of
Commerce and Industry luncheornis, wnder the
chairmanshiP of C. Bayard Sheldon., Mrs. Paul

'S, Russell will introduce the noted architect and

author. ‘ .
The Freedom Lecture Series begins on.Octo-

- ber 16 at 8 P. M. in John Marshall Law School,

with Harry Guanisor Brown as speaker. Tickets
for the series. of nine lectures are §3.
Glenn E. Hoaver of Mills College, Oaklend,

“spoke st the LaSalle Hotel on Septernber 13. Dr.

and Mrs. Hoover will spend a sabbatical year
in Euzope, e '

ederated. body, and that

" Land Tenure Conference
FHYHE University of Wisconsin has snnounced
2 World Conference on Land Tenure Prob-
leras to convene in Madison on October 7 and
continue through November 10. At least seventy
foreign agricultural experts will attend, from
fifty nations, for the purpose of discussing land.
reform and other land tenure problems which
limit full economic development in many Parts
-of the wosld. _ '
Three federal agencies are cooperdting with
the Univessity of Wisconsin: the Ecoaomic Co-
operation Administration (Marshall plan), the
State Department's Point IV Administration,
and the Department of Agriculture. No ready-
made . answers -ate expected, but the-delegates
from free mations will have 2 chance to study
common problems and compare notes,

Hartferd and Detroit Have New
" Hendquarters :

James A. McNally of Hartford, on 2 recent
bissiness trip to New York, dropped in to say
that cxtension mail should now be sddressed to
54 Church Street, Room 507, instead of 68
Farmington. Chuich Street is in a busy' section
of Hartford, and-more activity is being planned,

Robert D. Benton of Detroit has moved his
extension headquartets to 8409 Woudwgmd Ave- -
nue, with grateful thanksito Robert Sruith, who -
made the Guardian Buildiyg office available to
him a5 a beginning venhure. Smith has been
showing a series of films entitled “Land of
the Free" to about 50 ofganizations in Deteoit,

Favorable connections have been made with
focal high schools where it 13 hoped future
classes will convene. Posters, adveitisemerits. and
3,000 cards announced Detroit’s fall schedule,

New York - .

“Democraty vérsus  Socialism,” L Pqide_d
Taxation,” “The Shrivking Dellar,” and "Gov-
ernment in Business,” are o few of the subjects
offered for discussion by some 40 faculty mem-
bers on the Speakets Burean. David Goldsteln,
new regional se , has announced that al-
ready 25 organizations. have asked for speakers
during the fall,

‘The headquarters’ staff, after 2 inmber of re-
placements, iy streaking off for.a fresh start,
placeemnits, is streaking off for a fresh stact.
Helena Pajecki, the accomplished new book-
keeper, succeeds Lydia Wacker who has been
offered 20 opportunity for a Fulbright Scholar- -
ship, Eileen Kearns :e}:laca her sister Pegpy as
assistant registrar. Helen Naihaus is now sec-
retary to the head of the Corr derice Divi-
sion, Bennett Challis, Edward Mallicoat, the
new coffee shop manager, offered an cxcella_mt,
well served dinoer at the first faculty meeting
on September 19, \

Among the guests at the faculty dinoer were .
Sidney ]g Abelson of the Henry George Found-
ation; Robert Major, Hungarian Georgist, Inte
of Ttaly: and Bdward Fochl, 2 graduate of the
Woodhaven (Long -Island) extension, who
demonstrated the use of a tape recorder as an
aid. to betier teaching. Fourteen such segional
classes have been arranged in addition to 20
basic and 15 advanced- classes at headquarters.

The alumpi association known as S.A.G.E,,
planned a moonlight cruise around Manhattan
on September 29 to start off the social season,
The next event is a dance on October 27 at 50
Bast 60th Street at 9 P. M.
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By HENRY WARE ALLEN

N VIESY of steadily-increasing taxes it would

scem to be in order to consider the sotirce of
greatest revenue, the income tax, It-was the
shrewd founder of state socialism, Karl Marx,
who in the year.1848 in his manifesto urged
the adoption of*a graduated income tax es an
effective way fo equalize the ownership of prop-
erty. In the euly yeats of the it cenfury
a demand was gencrated in the Middle West
for a federal income tax in retaliation against
the advantage enjoyed by eastern manufacturers
from the protective tarifh ‘This was the reasoning
of politicians: that two wrongs cancel ane anoth-
et, thus resulting in what is tight. Ie happened,
however, at that Hime that a federal income tax
was declared by the- Supreme Court to be un-
constitutional, This was fortunate but not con-

clusive. For the Sixteenth Amendment which’

became effective in the year 1913, was passed
and it opened the way for-the income tax as
we have it today.

During the fiscal year ending June 30, 1950,

there was collected by the federal income tax,
the nnfair consideration of ability to pay instea
of payment to the government for- uivaleat
services rendered, the pr
131,768.37. The effect of this tax was not only
the confiscation from one class for the beneht
of another class, but it had the fuether effect of
trning over to Congress a huge revenue pot
previpusly enjoyed and consequentdy to sovide

new ways of spending public money with con-.

sequent acdvances into the realm of stte sacial-
istn.

The gradated income tax is in reality not a
tax at all. It is confiscation pure aad simple. An
honest tax is a paymeat by a citizen for the
cquivalent value of services rendered to him by
the government, Incidentally, the value of these
services Is registered most accutately by 2 tax

npon Jand values, The graduated income tax,
on the other hand, beats np relation whatsoevar:

to specific services rendered by governmeat to
the individual, The equalization of wealth was
its original intention and that is its actual effect.

From an ethical standpoint it is quite as

wrong to steal from a sich mian 45 to stea] from

a poor man even though the rich man might -

niot suffer at afl while the poor man might snffer
severely, and in this conmection it is equally
true that the same moral code that applies to
individuals applies with equal force to govern-
ments. ) S _
Who can measure the unfortunate effect of
unjust -laws and regulations wpon the public
mind? Subconsciousfy or otherwise it will be
assumed by many that if the government habit-
nally confisqaie®™he wealth of citizens without
giving erpal services. in return, why is it not
legitimate fox the individual to do the same
thing? Such reasoning would, of conrse, justify

shoplifting and stealing of all linds, particn-

farly where no direct suffering would result.
The very fact that detective agencies teport an
umusnal amount of dishonesty at the present
time may well be regirded as an effect of such
unjust laws as the graduated income tax. The
ohjecton that the income tax collects .maoney
for the good of ali the people while the thief
steals for his personal benefit is no excuse for
governmental bieaking of the moral code and
- will not stand.

* The fact that the income tax dating the Jast

fiscal year provided Congress with additional

t total of §37,957,-

spending money of nearly forty billion dol-
fars is explanation enough for the terrific waste
of public funds on questionable measnres and
particularly the astronomical amounts of wealth
that we have sent to Europe and Asla, It may
be remembered that when Grover Cleveland
was. president he vetoed a bill which provided
twenty-five thousand doliars relief for unfortu-
mate farmers in the South znd that with his veto
message explained that that measure was WI0DE
becanse it was unconstitutional and because it
was the province of the people'to sipport the

'government but not of the goverhment to sup-

ort the people. That we have strayed far away
tom thé principles that prevailed in Cleve-
tand’s time is largely due to the huge sums of
money that have been given by the Internal
Revenne Department to the Congress to spend’
as it pleased.

The income tax has led to many unformnate
tesults, some of which are as follows;

It involves a serious move away from free
enterprise toward state socialism. The number
of emplayess in, the Internal Revenue Départ-
ment for the last fiscal year was 55,551. It is
fair ' to assume that these individwals would
have beeti erigaged in productive enterprises but
for their engagement in this unproductive meas-
“re. . .

“The income tax forms are so complicated. that
they require expett advice for their preparation
with - the result that the principal work of an
entire profession, that of certified accountants,
is devoted to this sérvice for twelve months of

- thie year involving a-beavy total of expense to.

taxpayers. :

"The income tax has added greatly to the cost
of government, the total expense of its admin-
istration in the last ﬁ:aT year being over
$230,408,200, .

The income tax provides oppoctunity, which
has been frequently used, for the political S:Ltty ;
Co-

in power to exercise both punishment an

excion over its political enemics and likewise to

favor its polifical frends, -

In providing Congress with a huge addi-
tional revnue the income tax is directly respon-
sible for governmiental extravagance with wel.
fare projects at home and contributions td the
nations in Burope and Asia.

The income tax has set an example of exces-
sive taxation and spending to the states, thirty-
five of which now have statc income taxes
while thitty have state sales taxes.

The inquisitorial character of the income tax-

has the effect of prying into the private affairsof
citizens and is abhorrent to the people of a free
country. . . B

In taking from those that have for the bene-
fit of those who ate less fortunate it sets an ex-
ample for the individual dtizen to do the same
thing, )

By imposing a wrong system of taxation
upon the nation it prevents consideration of
the right system of taxation as proposed by Hen-
ry George. .

It is unfair. It confiscates profits but refases
to shaze in losses. In effect it says-to the tex-
payer, “Heads I win, tails you lose.”

Its influence is unfortunate in creating con-
flict and friction between citizens and their
government.

Hon. T. W. Phillips, Jr., former Representa- -
tive from the 25th Congressional District of .

" o0b birthday. last July,

- docal presr called bim a

Henry Ware Alteit of
Wichita, Kansas, ot bis

received congratulations
from thousands of
friends. Although blind-
ed 25 years ago, be is an |
inspiration to many. The

valiant sonl” and an®ad-
vocateofHenryGeorge”’

Peansyivania, in May 1938 started a movement
for the repeal of the income tax, which he
characterized as an effort “to show up the fal-
lacy and inherent dangers of taxation based on
ability to pay.” Said Mr. Phillips, “The Six-
teenth Amendment to the Constitation. of the

‘United States makes it possible for the Con-
 gress by ‘Statute Jaw to’change completely our

form “of government from the Republic to a

Socialistic State, in fact if not in name. .. Un-

less the Sixteenth Amendment is repealed or
Arastically modified, our system of government
as established by the founding fathers will
perish, While the Sixteenth Amendment is per-
mitted to remain in the Constitution, the possi-
bility of general prosperity for any consider-
able length of time is nnattainable. The Six-
teenth Amendment bangs like the sword of

- Damocles aver all business. So long as jt re-
“mains intdct confiscation of property is immi-

nent, regimentation of producers is impending,
and conscription of labor is threatened.” .

It is much more difficult to repeal a bad Taw
than it is to enact it in the first place. Never-
theless, repeal of the federal income tox is 2

- challenge to the American people that must be

met sooner ot later.”

Henry George Foundation
Plans to Instruct City
Councils in Tax Matters

“LOCA]_ option for the separate taxation of
land values is now a reality in the 47
cifies of the third dass in this great state, the
birthplace of Henry George . . .

“Now we face the real test! The Pennsyl-
vania Legislature has given us the keys to the
cities. This is 2 great opportunity! How much
it will mean to us and for the Georgist move-
ment depends upon our abililt'{ to take advan-
tage of it. We must strike while the iron is hot.

“Only Geosgists appreciate the economic and
social significance of concentrating taxation
npon land values . . . We ask every Georgist
who is interested in this program of action to.
assist in’ every way possible.”—From 2 letter by
Charles R. Bckert, president Hemry George
Foundation of America, with headquarters at
417 Grant Street, Pittshurgh. -

["The Henry George Foundation Congress mesting in
New York, October 5-6 at the Park Sheraton Hotel, will
he reported in the November Henry George News.]
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