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m.ﬂb@m fright is the ever recurring experi-
ence of the instructor, at the opening of each
ten-week course in fundamental economics and
social philosophy, at the Henry George School
of Social Science. The feeling of apprehension
is normal; it is based on the "blind date” con-
cept, because the teacher and the students may
or may not be attracted to each other at first
sight. If the student group showed similarity in
mentality, attitudes, age and personality, the

" work in the classroom would be clear, uphill

learning together. But each new class is com-
posed of an easily discernible heterogeneity; the
teacher can only hope that, before the ten weeks
are over, these distinct individuals will find a
common hond in study. When this happens the
instructor’s tension is released and the role of

“moderator” for a mutually interested group of -

students becormes a joy. This sense of comfort
is, of course, merely temporary — very soon
comes the next date with the next new group of
students, and it starts all over again!

I am often asked, "What type of student
comes to your classes?” and find much difficulty
in respending, There is no type. There are only
people. Each student comes to the Henry
George School for individual reasons, which
may be broken down loosely into these classi-
fications: (1) an intellectual desire to explore
the cause and cure of poverty, (2} an emotion-
al desire to do the same, (3) the desire to meet
new people, and (4) the desire to “sample”
every free conrse available. Bach is seeking to
satisfy 4 desire, and some individuals find its
fulallment at the school, while others may not.
Usually, my obsesvation has been that those in
the first three clussifications are more likely to
remain theoughout the entire ten weeks of the
course, while those in the latter group may
drift away by the second or third lesson. Occa-
siopally, however, a “sampler” remains to be-

come a “graduate,” then he often becomes most

vociferous abont his newly-found knowledge,
and takes great satisfaction in the fact that he
was at last able to curb his roaming tendencies
and concentrate his enthusiasm on one subject.

The reasons for coming to the school are as
diverse as the personahitres of the individuals.
During the opening class session, I try to find
out why the students have enrolled, and their
replies range from “I want to find out why,
when I earn four times as much as I did ten
years ago, T have less money left to enjoy,” to
“Tust corions, never studied economics and I
thought T'd come in to find out what it’s all

about,” or "I just figured somecthing must be

wrong, we have so many wars and we go from
one depression to another.” Some are quite
frank in saying-—"0Oh, I have some spare time,
and T thonght I'd find out why this is a free
course.” The reasons they advance for coming
to the school afford po rule on which we may
base a premise as to whether or not they will
complete the course, Some of the people who
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start on a purely iatellectuz! basis may lose in-
terest; on the other hand some who were just
“shopping around” may develop an exception-
al enthusiesm, and go on to the advanced
classes. About the time the teacher believes he
ot she can compile statistics on the percentages
of those who will remain as serious students,
and those who are metely “killing time,” the
intangible element of human nature enters to
upset all the statistics. The excitement of teach-
ing year after year is based largely on this fac-
tor of uncertainty.

Another clue to the students’ attitudes is re-
vealed when they tell us what prompted them
to call. As one part of the amenities of the first
evening's session, I like to find out how the
students heard of the school. Their answers ma
be "I got an announcement card in the mail,
but I don’t know who gave my name,” or "I

H

read an advertisement in the newspaper,” or

3

“One of my friends took a course, and sug-

i

gested I come, t00.” Others read our class an-
nouncements on the bulletin boards of the pub-
lic libraries, There is no one way to determine
the most effective way of appealing to prospec-
tive students in adult education,

(Citing a class which I had recently, we were
a group of men and women, ranging in age
from 20 to 70, who met one another for the
first time in the classroom. Most were native
Americans, and some came from various foreign
countries—we had an interesting collection of
accents and grammar, which sometimes occa-
sioned good fun, and our foreign friends felt
they were able to improve their “American™
speech while learning about Henry George's
theories and philosophy. Not wishing to rely
on memoty, I am copying the following list of
occupations from the tofl call of a
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“typical”

How Typical Is the Typical Student?

WOMEN

Lawyer

Typist
Secretaries (4)
Bookkeepers (3)

Radio writer

Cletk

Advertising writers (2)
Housewives (2)

Dietician Y.W.C.A. worker
MEeN

Draftsman Accountant

Consultant Advertising salesman

Army lieutenant Y .M.C.A. secretary

Exporter Teachers (2)

Buyer Stock broker

Automobile dealer Toolmaker

Actor Engineer

Stucents (2) Dentist

Lawyer Retired

This variety of occupations, coupled with the
wide range of the students’ ages, home and
educational backgrounds, and their distinctly
individual emotional personalities, is hardly the
“pat” answer which the questioner expects
when he asks what type of student gravitates
to this school.

We would be carrying optimism to an ab-
surd degree if we said or thought that a class
of this kind could tun on a consistently even
keel. Frequently an imbalance occurs where
one or two students assume a persistently
belligerent attitude and fight the teacher and
Henry Geotge's views on every point, in an
effort to prove their superiority. No matter how
earnestly the teacher strives to maintain a har-
monions clagsroom atmosphere, other students
sometimes resent this sufficiently to discontinue
attendance. ’

However, on the credit side, we can take
pleasure in the many stadents who do gradu-
ate from the fundamental course. We also take
pride in the number of students who return
for advanced courses, and especially those who
reach teachers training classes and later emerge
as instructors themselves, This incentive — en-
couraging teachers to come up from the ranks—
is highly tegarded and appreciated by the sto-
dents. The fact that they come to the school
of their own free will, do not need to take en-
trance or graduating examinations, and are left
strictly on their own to study and participate
in the open classroom discussion, is a source of
wonderment to many, and they are enthusiastic
in expressing their gratitude.

At the end of ten weeks in the fundamental
course, the class chooses {by democratic vote)
the valedictorian to represent it at the com-
mmencement exercises, In about half the cases,
the elected speaker turns out to be someone
who, during the first two or three weeks, was
shy and inarticulate, and suddenly blossomed
forth as a vocal participant for the rest of the
term. The imprompta speeches of three minutes’
duration, given by the class representatives, are
as versatile in theme and delivery as any cross
section of New York could be. These expres-

(Continzed on Page Three, Column One)
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A Word
With You

By ROBERT CLANCY

Of all the countries I can think
of, Canada is the one that seems
to be going somewhere, not just
milling around in confusion.

Going somewhere—that is, mov-
ing forward, increasing in popula-
tion, attracting foreign capital, dis-
covering its resources, expanding its
industry, and balancing its budget.
This last is no mean feat and is
enough by itself to cheer about.

I can’t quite explain why, but it's
also exhilarating to me that the
Canadian dollar is now actually
worth more than the U. §. dollar. It
is sought even more eagerly in the
world market, according to a story
in the NAM's new magazine,
US.A.

For all this there are reasons.
Canada is a big country and a young
one, spassely populated. It has im-
mense natural resources, a mere
scratching at which has excited the
world, So far, all this is true of
Brazil, which is not exactly boom-
ing, though that “coming attrac-
tion” has been widely publicized.
Why the difference?

Well for one thing, Brazil is rad-
dled with tight coatrols and restric-
tions, ill-advised nationalization
schemes, favoritism and corraption,
trade barriers and all the rest of it.
Canada is no Utopia in this respect,
but comparatively there is much less
interference with the free market.
Canada is not trying to hoard with-
in its borders that poor substitute
for stability, gold. Taxes are lower,
incentives are greater.

Finally, and far from least, Cana-
da has adopted a pretty sensible
policy with respect to its biggest
magnet, its natural resources. The
rights to such resources—oil, min-
erals, etc.—are resetved to the do-
minion or to the provincial govern-
ments. Private operators, domestic
or foreign, are welcome to have a
go at the resources on the same
terms, chief of which is payment of
a royalty to the government. Thus,
an effective brake has been applied
to the biggest blight-of booms —
wild and feverish speculating and
grabbing of such resources. Private

industry is encouraged and in addi--

tion, healthy sums are obtained for
the treasury.

Brazil, on the other hand, while
nationalizing and  restricting  the
wrong things — industry and com-
merce—allows rampant private ex-
ploitation of the wrong things—its
natural resources.

So ~— a salutation to our newly

awakened neighbor to the north,

Canada, :

- Gems for Georgists
By NOAH D. ALPER

. Hidden Economic Polson—Taxes . .

“Hidden taxes are increasing faster than the more obvious income
and sales taxes, as pointed out by the Commerce Clearing House. In the
last five years, manufactuerers’ excise taxes have increased 13 times faster
than all other federal taxes, the author calculates.

“Taxes on autos, parts and tires totaled $1,692,000,000 last year
and $532,000,000 on other durables. It will be more this year because
rates were raised last November first.”

The C. C. H. pointed out that because these taxes are paid by the
manufacturer, and are part of the price, most of them carry normal
wholesale and retail mark ons, pyramiding the cost to the consumer.

—From Today's Business—Elmer Rocssner, St. Louis Globe Demo-
crat, April 22, 1952, .
. Great Conchisions by Hunch
Dr. Firmin E. Bear of Rutgers University soils department thinks
the United States conld feed 2 mm:mom people, and he tells how in an
INS news dispatch from Phildelphia based on an article in The Farm
Journal. Involved in his program are items of irrigation, draining
swamps, diking gulfs, fertilizing and water sterage.

Professor Bear says that people might not enjoy “today’s extrava-
gant diet” but that they could, at least theoretically, “get by.” o

No doubt the good professor failed to include the potential for
improvement in food production possible by the application of the prin-
ciples of untaxed production, and the public appropriation of rent for
public use. This would, undoubtedly, add assurance to his estimates.

However in spite of the analysis of Professor Bear, and of outstand-
ing chemists as to the future of food supply, many will, as if by reflex
action, continue to parrot the fear of too many mouths to feed.

One of Millions of Details

Gold plating 1/100,000 of an inch thick on a collar stay is not sub-
ject to a federal excise tax. If the gold is thicker the 20 per cent tax ap-
plies. This is the reply received by the National Retail Dry Goods Asso-
ciation from the Internal Revenue Bureau.

Land Question Business Booming

Henry George told the Irish people and the world that the boiling,
bubbling, tearing question in Ireland in the late years of the last cen-
tury, was not the “Irish land question” but The Land Questicir. With so
much meaningful history—past, present and future—surrounding this
question, the wondet is why the warnings went unheeded by all but
the Communists,

For instance, take a peek at India where they nibble at the problem:

“The Supreme Court of India acted ‘to abolish Zamindari, or feudal
Tandlordism.”

“Under today’s decision, the state governments may confiscate and
redistribute tenant estates, with compensation to former owners.

“India’s land system was a device adepted by the former British
rulers whereby certain favored individuals wete entrusted with tax col-
lecting responsibilities over agrionltural land. YWhatever they could ob-
tain from the tenants in addition to the taxes due to the British they
could keep. In time they became virtual owners of their territories.”

Original laws of state abolishing Zamindari were declared uncon-
stitutional. Recently an amendment to the Constitution was upheld by
the court. The above quotations are from a special dispatch to The New
York Times from Delhi, October 3, 1951,

Chicago Btudent Queries World Readers

"Do all men have the right to inhabit the earth?” This insistent
questinn arises again and again as it must, Wilbur Johnson, graduate of
the Chicago extension, asked it in an editorial in the Chicago World on
December 15, 1951, “There are two kinds of property,” he stated, “'First-
Iy, natural property, or that which comes to us from the Creator of the
universe—such as earth, air, water. Secondly, artificial or acquired prop-
erty—the invention of man ...

"Deptive 2 man of the free right to inhabit the earth and he auto-
matically becomes a slave deprived of the liberty guaranteed by the pre-
amble of our Constitution,” he stated. The existence of the inequality of
inhabitance of the earth, is not due to the lack of a solution, but to the
fack of realization that men have never been free. Goethe wrote: "None
are more hopelessly enslaved than those who falsely believe they are free”

“If you are interested in the complete abolition of slavery, both
moral and physical; if you are interested in your divine inheritance,” the
student-anthor pleaded, “then inquire about the Optional Graded Tax
act incorporated into the law by the Pennsylvania Legislature.”

o o

A great many people agree that
the government is taking from indi-
viduals in taxation wealth to which
it has no right. If such is the case,
then it follows that a great moral
wrong is being committed. The
most charitable description that can
be made of such confiscatory taxa-
tion is to say that it is unethical..

But there is a method by which
needed public revenue may be
raised that is neither moral nor con-
fiscatory, nor unethical. That is by
the approptiation for the public use
of the annual rental value of land.
Strictly speaking, no tax would be
involved.

Moreover, the landlord would re-
ceive immediately and directly the
highly valuable privilege of holding
land as against his fellow men. In
addition, he would be relieved in
large part, if not entirely, of his
share of the taxes which now fall
on the products of labor and capital.
* It may be interesting to note in
passing what some recognized au-
thorities have thought of such a
method of raising public revenue.
ThEODORE RoostvEnT: “The bur-
den of mmnicipal taxation should
be so shifted as to put the weight
of taxation upon the unearned rise
in the value of theiland itself, rather
than upon the improvements.”
H. ]J. Davenvort, Professor of
Economics, Cornell University: "It
is ohvious that the bare land with
its contents and the waters that flow
through it and about it, constitute
the nature-provided environment of
human beings, and are rightly the
subject of their equal claims .. .”
Apan SMrrH: “A tax upon ground
rent would not raise the rent of
houses. It would- fall altogether
upon the owner of the ground rent,
who acts always 2s monopolist and.
extracts the greatest rent which cam
be got for the use of the land.”
Hewny GrongE: “We say that it
is a bad policy to tax men for what'
they add to the common stock of
wealth . . . that the man who builds
a house is doing something not
merely for himself, but for the
whole community; that the state
should encourage industry, not dis~
courage it; that no tax should be
laid upon the industry that produces
ot the thrift that accumulates; that
in this great fund that comes from
nothing that the individual does
lies the proper, the intended means
of supplying all public wants. That
fund we propose to take by abolish-
ing our present taxes and laying a
single tax upon the value of land
irrespective of improvements.” .

—PF¥rom the May Lincoln Letter
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Henry GEORGE Nrws

Reserve! Beserve!

The annpual conference of the Henry
George School moves to the Queens ¥Fotel
in Moniveal for its eighth session, Joly 10
to 18 ~— reservations should he made at
once,

Among distingnished guest speakers will
be A, W. Roebuck of the Canadian Sennte
and John GHmour, Canndian Forest Coun-
sel, Miss V. G. Peterson of the Schalken-
bach Femndation will speak; also Colonel
E. C. Harwecod of Great Barrington, Con-
necticut and Dr, Geofirey W. Esty of
Princeton, New dJersey; both trustees of
the Henry George School.

The Internatienal Conference to Pro-
mote Land Value Taxation and Free Trade
meets July 29 to August 4 in Odense, Den~
mark. Over 120 American delegates are
already booled, but there is still time fo
make reservations,

Viggo SBtarcle, lender of the Danish Jus-
tice party will be an honored spealwer,
Prominent Georgists from England and
France will also be heard., 4. Rupert Magon,
of San Francisco, will preside,

The Typical Student

{Continued from Page One)
sions are a source of satisfaction to the teacher
which cannot be measured by any material scale.
Although no faculty members at the Henry
George School teceive a cent in monetary com-
pensation, they feel amply sewarded if their
graduating students show promise.

At the end of the course, the teacher relaxes
and takes inventory:

There ate always students who, with zealous
ardor, ask, “If this is so good, why hasn't it been
put into force? What can we do about it?”

There are some who can be recommended
a5 potential teachers, either in the classroom or
the correspondence course.

A few friendships have developed among some
of the people in this heterogeneous group, based
on their new common language and interests.

Occasionally there is a romance (a charming
by-product of the school) which leads to matri-
mony.

Although groups which were “hand picked”
might seem desirable, we have decided in favor
of students drawn independently through a va-
riety of announcements, advertisements and pet-
sonal recommendations. The students pay no
fee—the textbook is offered for sale at a nomi-
nal cost—but they are not even forced to buy
that. ,

This paramount freedom which is inherent
in Henry George’s philosophy affords to the
student a npatural right to his individuality.
Thus, the multi-faceted pattern, consisting of
every kind of person, is the ideal one for us. If
the class showed a preponderance of one type
of personality and mind, one age, one occupa-
tional group, or one waionality, the work of the
teacher would of cdurse be simplified. The re-
sult, however, might be a lack of vitality, and
students would be robbed of the benefits which

come from meeting the challenges of a variety

of opinions and people. The class which has a
minimum of similarities is most exciting and
stimulating — it offers the greatest attraction
(aside from the subject itself) and affords op-
porturity for logical, objective discussion.
We cannot typify either our students or
teachers. However, if the uncompromising in-
quirer presses you for an ungualified reply to
his query about “what tvpe comes to our
classes,” bring him to dny evening session and
let him see for himself. Perhaps he, too, may

become one of us typical non-typical Georgists.

The word profit 'is one of the
most misunderstood words in the
American economy. Large industrial
concerns run full page ads frequent-
ly describing it variously as a re-
ward for risk-taking, as a necessary
incentive to management and vari-
ous other interpretations. Econo-
mists have defined profits as the
sums left over after wages, interest
and economic rent have been paid.

It would seem that even a little analysis
would show that it is not, as implied, a thing
apart. If a workman works a little harder, a
little more intelligently and a little more effec-
tively than he might have done, his production
increases. To say that his usual effort results in
wages and his better than usual effort is profit
is purely contradictory. All that results from his
effort is wages. If it is given to him as such and
not appropriated by another he will have every
reason for working diligently, efficiently and
capably. Even giving him part of this extra pro.
duce often encourages him to work more effec-
tively. Systems which give him pagt of this

- extra production are called incentive systems.

But if he is forced to give up a portion of this
extra production, he will not work as well as if
he receives it all.

If the wise investment of capital results in
greater prodution, there appears to be little rea-
son to call the normal return from investment
interest and the additional return profit. If part
of what results from the investment of capital
is called interest, there should be no change of
terms merely because some capital is invested
more effectively than other capital.

The return which goes to individuals who
have control of natural resources or who have
government granted or tolerated privileges is
often called economic rent.

Its increase is usually the result of changes in
general economic trends. Economic rent does
not increase because of the actions of the pri-
vileged owner, It results from the actions of the
social group.

To illustrate: Suppose “A"” buys a choice
corner in a city. Later the people in the com-
munity make great improvements in the vicinity
of this corner, Greater activity, sponsored by the
group, now makes this corner extremely valu-
able. Soon someone wishes to use that corner to
build 2 store or a factory to serve these people.
He naturally pays a higher price for the corner
than he would have paid if the comtmunity had
not made these improvements. The gain, which

"A" now has, he calls profit. Actvally it is capi- .

talized economic rent. He may even decide to

“lease the corner rather than sell it, in which case

he could command a much higher rent than he
could had the community not made these im-
provements. For the sake of illustration let us
say this gain was $10,000.

Without having helped to increase produc-
tion in any way, he is now able fo share in what
that community produces to the extent of

[PAce THRER]

$10,000. Because he is able to com-
mand $10,000 worth of the group’s
produce, those who did aid in its
production must take $10,000 less
than they would if somehow he
could have been prevented from ap-
propriating this gain. Nothing he
did helped the community increase
its production. He merely placed
himself in a position where he
could demand $10,000 for getting out of the
producer’s path. Perhaps the word profiz could
be used for this type of gain but it also is often
called economic rent. .

Socialists claim that the owner of capital gets
a similar return and feel that the group should
appropriate this sum. But the machines, the
tools and other items called capital did aid in
the production of wealth.

Suppose that during the life of these machines

“or capital items their owner was given $10,000
worth of the goods which the community pro-

duced. He would be given this amount only if
the use of his machines increased the total pro-
duction of the community by at least $10,000.
Such an owner would help—as any other work-
er might—in the production of goods—but in-
stead of applying his labor directly to the goods,
he would apply it to the making of tools to be
used on the job. Failure to pay for the use of
capital would be a tefusal to pay a laborer who
v»% done his part of the work away from the
job.

If such a laborer is extremely capable and
makes tools that increase production rapidly, he
may receive much more than he could have re-
ceived by working directly on the job. Many
want to label this extra gain as profit. Obvious-
ly it is merely the reward for more effective
work and represents additional wages. Actually
there is no such thing as interest. What is called
interest is the reward which goes to those who
use their effort to create tools which they be-
lieve will be needed to do certain jobs in the
future. If they make the kind of tools that will
be desired and needed they will be rewarded
much more than if they direct their efforts to
making something which will not be needed or
which has already been made in sufficient quan-
tity or with less effort. .

Until our industrial leaders, our labor lead-
ers and our political leadets have a better real-
ization that profits are really the additional pro-
duce which results from energetic, effective ef-
fort—we will continue to wrangle about them
as if they were something different from wages
and 7nterest. The only possible “profits” that
can exist in our society are those unearned in-
crements collected by people who place them-
selves in the paths which producers must take
and who have to be “bribed” or “bought out.”

Until we properly distinguish between those
who produce and those who exact tribute we
will continue in a path which will ultimately

.equalize us all at a level where no one will have

much of anything.

YRS, WE HAVE NO POTATOES,” writes OTTO K. DORN
¥t seema only yesterday that the government was spending your meney and mine to buy
potatnes over which kerosine was poured to malis them inedible, In erder fo ralse the price on
the vest of the erop. When the 1951 output furned ont to he 25 per cent wnder that of 1950 the
C.P.S, applied eeilings. Then came the black mayket. Recently a S8an Francisce produce official

reported, “We're living according fo O.F.8.

rales and we are out of business,”
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Rent Collection Steps Up Prosperity

By PHIL GRANT

Now he that planteth and he that watereth are
one; and every man shall receive his own reward
according to his own labor.—I Cor, 3:8.

ET'S return now to the land speculator who

can no longer. profit by holding land idle
since the community collects the full Jand value
from him whether he uses his land or not. Ob-
viously, since he can't afford to pay out rent for
land that earns no income for him, he is left
with no choice but to improve his land to its
full economic capacity, or to abandon it. Which-
ever choice he makes, the entire community
must benefit. For it doesn’t matter whether he
himself improves his land or whether someone
who takes over after he walks away from it,
does the actual improving. The result is that
additional labor is put to work on additional
land.

.

Most owners of better-than-marginal land
would most likely choose to improve their land
because; (1) they'd want to get back in rentals
at least as much as they would have to pay to
the community in land rents; (2) any improve-
ments they should make, no matter how elab-
orate, would be completely tax free; and (3)
since the community wouldn’t want to collect
the f#li land rent, but would be satisfied to al-
low present landowners to retain a small part
rather than permit the abandoned land to fall
into the hands of government and thereby at-
tract thieving politicians, the landowners would
still be getting an advantage.

Since the landowner, like all humans, secks
to satisfy his desires in the easier way, and he
can best satisfy his desires by getting back out
of his land more than he must pay out in Jand
rents to the community, he'll happily tear down
the slom tenements, shacks and outmoded
buildings now on his land, and will replace
them with more. modern structures. Not be-
cause he wants to bEfutify the city, but because
being human,"he knows that putting up modern
improvements woultd*be the easiest way for him
to attract temants. He'd clearly see that under
a system of free enterprise, there’d soon be an
abundance of housing and business structures,
and only the better ones could attract tenants.
For who would agree to live in 2 slum or do
business in an outmoded fire-trap if modern
quarters were available at the same rental?

Almost immediately, then, after community
collection of land rents began, the nation would
see the longest-lasting building boom ever
dreamed of ! Tandowners, who formerly held
land enly as a speculation, would now desper-
ately improve their properties for use. And, to
do so, they'd scurry about wildly trying to hire

architects, bricklayers, steel-construction men,
-carpenters, electricians, painters, and all of the

many other types of building-trades labor.
There'd certainly be more jobs than men to fill
them, and the result, undoubtedly, would be
much-higher-than-union-scale wages. When-
ever the supply of labor is lower than the de-
mand, wages natarally climb much higher than
man-written laws, strikes, union bargaining or
socialistic controls can artifically force them.

Morcover, let's remember that buildings
aren't made of labor alone. Building materials
—mountains of them — would be needed too.
The quantities of brick, lumber, plumbing, elec-
tric wire and fixtures, girders, concrete, glass,

nails, paint, refrigerators and the thousands of

other manufactured articles used in building
would be needed far beyond our imagination.
And to produce this fantastic quantity of goods
would require an equally amazing quantity of
labor and capital! In order to produce the man-
ufactured articles, raw materials — logs, iron
ore, oils, paint pigments, copper, asphalt, rub-
ber, cotton, and so on—would have to be pro-
duced by miners, farmers, and lumbermen —
more labor and capital profitably employed.

With all these extra jobs and income —in
both wages and interest—everyone will certain-
ly be able to afford more and better food,
clothing and shelter; better schools and better-
paid educators. And that, of course would mean
more jobs for the manufacturers of our food,
clothing, shelter and gadgets; more funds for
schools and top wages for our teachers.

Educated as we have been to an “economy of
scatcity,” our description of production under
a free economy—an economy of plenty—is hard
to believe. That simply collecting all land rents
to force idle land into use and doing away
with all taxation could result in such far reach-
ing benefits for all men is certainly unbeliev-
able at first sight; but that it is indeed true ha
yet to be logically disputed! :

The alert reader may be wondering what
we're going to do with all this production-—es-
pecially with so many new buildings. Certainly,
there must be a limit to the number of offices,
apartments, stores and theatres that even the
largest of cities can use. The builders will argue,
since the value of city land is so high, and the
owner will accordingly have to pay so much to
the community in land rent, that only very tall
buildings can be erected. For in order to get
back enough in rentals to make up for the
amount of land rent paid out, the owner would
have to pile rental units story on story. Since
even today, not all skyscrapers are fully rented,
what's the point in building more of them? All
of these atguments are sound,

But — builders aren’t fools. When the de-
mands for office buildings and apartment houses
are completely satisfred—and it is very unlikely
that the day will ever come when man doesn’t
want even bigger, better, newer or more con-
venlent quarters for living and for business —
builders will, as they do today, stop building
them. The one- and two-story taxpayer build-
ings now covering most of big city areas will
most likely be torn down, and if not replaced
by a skyscraper, will Teave many large vacant
areas spotted between the tall buildings. If
these idle Tots can’t he afforded for private pro-
duction purpoeses, the community may use some

Time-Honored |

.Hraﬁéﬁwﬁgn&:onom?ghﬁzau& ma%&w
in Danish is an excellent condensation. *'Jakol
E. Lange surely rendered a great service to his
counttymen in producing this work. It seems to
me far more complete and adequate than any at-
tempt I have seen in English to shorten the
work,” writes Joseph Jesperson of New York
who translated the author’s introduction, ex-
cerpts from which follow:

mmmmzﬁ‘ GEORGE, the greatest contemporary
thinker and writer in the field of politi-
cal economy and social science is—as has often
been the case with bond-sundering spirits—far
from being a product of the usual academic and
university education. It is not through school
books and dissertations that he has learned to
kaow life—Progress and Poverty and his other
works reveal this on every page . . .

“But Progress and Poverty bears the stamp
not only of its author’s travels and his insight.
The book is the work of a mature man. George
was more than forty years old and his sons were
almost grown when he wrote his first work.

“And still as inquirer and writer he was pre-
cisely youthful. He not only possessed to the
full youth's natural thirst for knowledge, that
spiritual hunger which in him had not been
weakened by the usual stuffing on the school
bench, he was also abreast of the new learn-
ing’s vital interpretation of the whole of classi-
cal political economy, the principal works of
which he had plowed through. He had studied
them, not in the manner of the twenty-year-old
student reading for an examination, but in
burning thirst for the answer to the vital social
questions he saw raising themselves more and
more menacingly the more rapidly all the mod-
ern progress became effective, along with its
followers - — unemployment, need and depend-
ence on one side and unearned riches on the
other.

of the land rents collected to turn them into
beautifully landscaped gardens fitted with tables
to which office workers may bring picnic [unches

- in the spring and summertime. Some of these

areas might be transformed into swimming
pools, ice-skating rings, out-door libraries or
tennis courts. Or, if the community preferred,
it might earn additional revenue by making
them into fruit-tree bordered parking lots,
Empty spaces in our cities certainly aten’t the
city-planners’ - problem today. It's the over-
crowding caused by too many low squalid
buildings, too-narrow streets, lack of recreation
areas and auto-parking facilities that present the
difficulty facing our city-planners and slam-
clearance architects. It is plain to see that once
the community collects land rents instead gf
taxation, cities will become less crowded and
the wilderness that separates cities today will
become mote populated.

Many land speculators owning marginal and
sub-marginal land will prefer simply to walk
away from it rather than improve it. Economi-
cally, such land would have no value; but that
is not to say that such land would have no use
value, For on such land—we'd rarely find it in
cities where population is heavy—people will
most likely build their homes, schools, churches
and public buildings. As such land is sub-mar-
ginal, these nsing it would pay no land rent to
the community because, according to Ricardo,
marginal and sub-marginal land yields no rent.
Since all taxation on improvements will have
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pok in Denmark

“He sought the answer, sought wholeness
and clarity in" scientific works, but found only
confusion and contradictions. So he had then
to seek his own way. Therefore, the beginning
of Progress and Poverty naturally enough takes
shape as a criticistn of classical political econ-
omy. But it is no pedantic criticism of misplaced
commas; one immediately feels the master’s
hand in the work, the ordered superiority and
great simplicity, He does not hypocritically re-
ject those stones which are fit—he discards and
replaces only the useless—and introduces order
and coherence so that from the confusion of
materials a structure is raised single and hai-
monious and resting on solid ground.

“It is now twenty-five years since Progress
and Poverty was published; but the years have
not weakened the work. It seems on many points
_almost more timely than when it was written.
The book which found its first publishers with
the-utmost difficulty, has now been translated
into all principal languages, and its thoughts
are discussed throughout the world.”

With the fifth edition a study guide emerged
which is also included with the recent sixth edi-
tion. This was developed by the Ecotechnical
High Schools and is intended for use by stu-
‘dents as well as teachers. It covers the text in
ten lessons and particular attention is called to
certain passages. The questions are similar to
those used in American extension schools.

One of the places mentioned in the introduc-
tion is Odense, where the author, Jakob Lange,
made his revision. This derives its name from
Odin’s Tsland; buried there is St. Knud, the
King Canute of English history. This island was
the birthplace of Hans Christian Andersen, and
it will be the meeting place of the conference
(July 29 to August 4) of the International
Union for Land Value Taxation and Free Trade.

been done away with, those making their homes
on such land might live there — regardless of
how extensively they improved their houses—
at no expense whatever.

But it is the marginal land which will be
abandoned by the speculator, that really makes
the collection of land rents by the community
so worth while. As we saw in earlier pages,*
wherever free land is made available to any
who care to use it, unemployment is impossi-
ble! Marginal Jand that yields no rent does
yield wages and interest to the user—wages and
interest equal to that earned on all land—even
the best. When free land is available for the
taking, and with more jobs available than there
are men to fill them, humans will no longer
crowd into cities to compete with each other
for a limited number of ‘availahle jobs and thus
drive wages down to a level fir below decent
subsistence, Those preferring to wwork for wages
would be sure of being paid at least as much as
they might earn working for themselves on
marginal land. In fact, it is more likely that
they'd earn 2 bit more, for under such condi-
tions, hired labor would be scarce and there-
fote at a premium. Employers, as they do dur-
ing war-time labor shortages, would find it to
their interest to offer the most attractive wages,
working conditicns and special inducements in
order to attract fabor and keep it

* From The Wonderful Wealth Machine, by Phil

Grant—a modern version of Progress and Poverts, be
ing published by Devin-Adair Company, New York.

“Life’s a Bowl of Tariffs”

Hmm HEIMAN, a columnist writing in The
Coutier-Journal (Louisville) on March 25,
made a plea for “A lone tax deadline instead
of 58.” He said, “taxes keep people mentally
worns out,” and then, without quite getting the
point of Henry George’s philosophy, he stated
it thus:

- “"Henry George had a solution of a sort.
George was an economist who lived from 1839
to 1897 and spent a good deal of his life
preaching the doctrine of the Single Tax, He
proposed that all taxation be condensed into
one levy—on land, All other taxes, he contend-
ed, were unnecessaty. .

"It was a quarter of a century after George’s
death that the Single Tax movement reached
its peak. Even then, it didn't get very far, al-
though there remain many advocates through-
out the United States.”

We feel Mr. Heiman missed the point whete
he commented that this tax would be easy to
evade.

"A number of communties in Australia,” he
wrote, “actually get public revenue entirely
from a tax on land; but maybe George's idea
isn't feasible over here. It would be easy for
a person to go through life tax-free simply by
steering clear of land ownership.”

A little cogitation would probably convince
this kind man that the land value tax is the only
one which cannot be passed on and cannot be

evaded since everyone in the final analysis, de-
pends upon land. It would therefore be much
more just than the single tax on incomes which

he conjures up as a possible solution for today's
probiem,

A SINGLE TAX WOULD BE A WHOPPER

Courtesy of Lee Heiman and The Conrier-Journal,
Louisville,

The Muni Fare Affair By ROBERT TIDEMAN

g HEREVER San Francisco's muncipally

owned railway has been extended, land
values have gone up, crystallizing the rise of
rent which accompanies material progress. Peo-
ple are naturally willing to pay more for land
well served by public transportation.

1t is not only residential land that is increased
in rental value by the Municipal Railway. (Only
15 per cent of San Francisco’s property values
are in the residential district.) To a much great-
er extent the Muni produces land values in the
shopping areas, mainly downtown, where it
brings thousands of customers an hour to cer-
tain business locations.

Supervisors MacPhee and Mancuso opened the
present controversy January 28, when the Mu-
ni’s $22,232,000 budget request was examined
by the Board. They expressed alarm that
$3,300,000 was to come out of property taxes,
as compared with §1 million the year before.

‘The Muni fare controversy amply demon-
strates what competent observers have always
recognized—that the landholders, who for rea-
sons of policy call themselves “property” own-
ers, are a potent force in local affairs. Their
taxes cannot be shifted. So long as a railway is
in private hands this powerful interest views
fares only as something to be kept down, so as
to keep rents up. But when a raitway becomes
publicly owned this view may be overshadowed
by the idea that the fare can be made to sub-
stitute for the property tax. The pressures that
have brought sales taxes to more than 150 Cali-
forpia cities in the past 20 years are then ex-
erted on behalf of higher fares. Of conrae high-
er fares tend to reduce land rents as MacPhee
acknowledged (althongh he secms aot to real
ize that a sales tax does the same thing), but
this is nevet so clear and immediate a problem
as “next year's tax rate,” and it seems easier to

escape taxes by raising fares than by driving
perpetually for economy.

As Utilities Manager Turner indicated, a
utility is apt to be more efficient if the bene-
fited Jandholders contribute to the cost of run-
ning it. The landholders press for economy,
and the utility managers themselves take an in-
terest in providing efficient management to sus-
tain the rents that support the utility. Only in
this way can the profit motive which keeps pri-
vate railways efficient be brought with any se-
curity into government operation.

Probably the main reason city govenrments
are more efficient than state and federal govern-
ments is that the constant tendency to bureau-
cratic waste is offset by the economy block of
“property” owners. There is no such check in
the federal government, because Uncle Sam has
levied no tax on land values since 1861. The
states too have been replacing property taxes
with sales taxes, etc. The treasury watchdogs
are being bought off by tax exemption.

Not only are the potent forces of economy
thus lost, but the very same forces then begin
to work for expenditure. The same landholding
interest which fights to keep down San Fran-
cisco’s property tax rate vies with the landhold-
ers of other counties for "its share” of the State
Highway Fund, which is supported by gasoline
and license taxes. So great is the pressure of
fandholders for handouts from this pork bat-
rel that a continuous drive is on to raise taxes
for it. Senate Constitutional Amendment No.
5, for instance, which will be on the ballot at
the next election, has this aim. .

Thus relicving the benefited land not only
calls off the treasury watchdogs, it turns them
into the treasury to feed. Instead of landhold-
ers and tax collectors checking one another,
they then join hands to milk the citizenty.
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To the Editor:

The California Supreme Court has decided
that the Alien Land law of 1920 is unconstitu-
tional, notwithstanding the fact that it was pre-
viously held constitutional by the same court,
and by the Supreme Court of the United
States. The case is Sei Fujii v. California — de-
cided April 17, 1952.

Upon re-examination, the court decided that
this statute violated the equal right to life and
liberty provision in the 14th Amendment to
the Constitution. This may pave the way for
repeal of other state tax and land laws, which
infringe on the equal protection of the right
to life and liberty, as secured by the “supreme
law of the land.”

This decision of the California Supreme
Court has great importance, far beyond the
statute disallowed by it.—]. RUPERT MASON

San Francisco

To the Editor:

The writer has just received copies of the
February and Match issues of the News. It
seems that Dr. von Mises is in error when he
says “there is under the Georgian scheme no
reason for the farmer to move toward more fer-
tile land,” etc.

He assumes that as the soil is depleted the
taxes will be reduced. This should not be the
case. In order to assess the land fairly we must
consider the average yield of similar Jand in 2
given area over a specified period of time and
consider that as a constant unvarying factor,
Thus those who build up their soil will not be
penalized for doing so and those who simply
mine the soil will not be rewarded by reduced
taxes for their lazy and destructive methods of
farming.

We who believe in the organic method of
farming and gardening know that the soil can
be built up as well as torn down. The single
tax would furnish incentive to build up the
soil in the same way that it would give incen-
tive to the building of other improvements.

As the tax would not be reduced on farms
which had been exhausted they would tend to

“be abandoned. The reduction in competition
would leave 2 better market for those who had
improved their soil by putting back the waste
products, etc. A poor soil would mean a low
sale value for buildings and other improve-
ments.

No matter what may be the natore of an im-
provement, it thust, not be taxed so long as it
can be shown to be an improvement and not a
gift of Nature, —VERNON R. HONE

Post Falls, Idaho

To the Editor:

I am enclosing $1 for one year’s subscription
to The Henry George News, I am also submit-
ting an item which you may wish to print,
~ Wehster's Twenticth Century Dictionary de-
fines the word “George” as follows: “"Ge—the
earth-—orge (from the Greek ergon) to work.”
Thus the very word “George” means to work
the earth, So whea we use the expression “The
George Beonomy” it has this special and signifi.
cant meaning.  —MRs. Brssir MiTcHRLL

Secretary, Los Angeles S AGE.
Santa Monica, Calif.

To the Editor:

As an appraiser and former county assessor,
I am naturally concerned with the practical ap-
plication of the single tax. Ten yeats of experi-
ence in the field of real estate appraising has
taught me that it is not always an easy matter
to determine or measure annual ground rents.
In the case of farm and urban lands the prob-
lem is not too difficult as we have a yardstick
for measuring them. We at least can come close
enough to measuring them for all practical pur-
poses.

On the other hand when it comes to the tax-
ing of mineral and timber resources on this
basis, we run into difficulties which may be in-
surmountable, Other single taxers have come to
this conclusion. To them and not to me must
also be given the credit for first pointing out a
practical plan for taxing such natural resources.
So difficult is it to determine even the market
value of mineral deposits, especially where they
are unimproved that even the legislatures in
mining states have provided for a tonnage or
severance tax in the place of the general prop-
erty tax, The State of Idaho, which is rich in
minerals, is one of these. It would be even
more difficult to determine the annual ground
rents of mineral resources with no capitalized
value to guide us. The fact is it would be im-
possible. A severance tax appears to be the only
answer to this problem and to the problem of
standing timber as well. :

It occurs to me that we are also taking the
rental value of such natural tescurces when we
-take the royalties and stumpage profits in taxa-
tion. Of course this would not be true of those
mineral and timber resources that are not in
use. As I see it, our unused timber and mineral
resources do not present any serious economic
problem. :

In the first place if you were an assessor and
the law required you to determine the annual
rental value of unused mineral or forest lands,
how would you go about it? By what economic
formula would it be possible to measure such
value? I know of no such formula. While the
annual renta] of land above the minerals and
beneath the timber could be ascertained with
a considerable degree of accuracy, it is quite an-
other matter when the minetals and the stand-
ing timber are included. In this case we have
nothing in the way of private transactions to
guide us.

In the second place, if the annual rentals of
such resources could be determined and taken
in taxation, I am not sure that such a fiscal
policy would be a good thing for the nation's
economy, If the annual rent collected in taxes
should be higher than present taxes on mineral
lands and standing timber, and high enough to
discourage the holding of such lands out of use,
it might result in the premature removal of
such timber and mineral products.

It is the opinion of many tax anthorities and
timber conservationists that even the present
low ad valorem tax on standing timber is not in
the interest of timber conservation, They believe
that timber should be treated as a crop and like
any other crop should not be subject to taxa-
tion until it is harvested. If my memory serves
me correctly, a stumpage or severance tax has
replaced the general property tax on timber in
at least one or two states. Such a tax policy, as
it relates to standing timber, has considerable
merit. Of course we have raised a hypothetical
question as there seems to be no possibility of
assesing timber on an annual rental basis. Were

the assessor in such a case to make capitalized
value the basis for determining annual rental
value, it could only lead to the premature de-
struction of our forests.

One of the main atrguments advanced by those
who are opposed to a severance tax, is that it
will be shifted to the consumer in higher prices.
What they overlook is that annual ground rents
are also paid by the consumer either directly or
indirectly, for in the last analysis the user of
land, whether he be owner or tenant, must pay
the rent. In paying the rent he would be pay-
ing the taxes. This may be news to many single
taxers who are confused by the fact that com-
modities can be produced and sold as cheaply
on high rent land as on low rent land. Let us
not overlook the fact that everyone uses land
whether he owns it or not, and that everyone
pays rent either to himself or someone else. The
person who rents 2 house or a room in a hotel
not only pays the rent on the house or hotel
(interest upon capital) but also the rent for the
use of the land upon which the house or hotel
stands. He should pay it too, as he is the user
of such land. Likewise a dentist or the merchant
who occupies an office or business site but who
does not own it, has to pay rent for the site as
well as the building. As such land rent is one
of the costs of doing business, the merchant
and the dentist must and do pass it on to those
who patronize them. Under land value taxation
the landlord merely becomes a rent collector
for the state, I am sure few single taxers will
dispute the soundness of this claim. The fact
that a tax on rent cannot be shifted does not
in any way refute this contention.

We might as well be frank about it and ad-
mit that if we are going to collect rent for pub-
lic purposes from either timber or mineral re-
soutces, we must do it by means of a severance
tax. Such a tax is practical and is even now be-
ing used for this putpose in the rich oil dis-
tricts of Western Canada, It is putting oil roy-
alties into the provincial treasury of Alberta
that otherwise would be going into private
pockets, and the community up there is being
made richer by reason of this fact. What is
good for Western Canada should be just as
good for all other communities.

DonN L. THOMPSON
Spokane, Washington

J. B. Ellert

Many among us will remember the first time
“Milk River” was held up to us as an example
of Georgist accomplishment. For older Georg-
ists especially, Milk River (Alberta, Canada)
was synonymous with J. B. Ellert, and they will
be saddened by the news of his death on Feb-
ruary 15, which reached us belatedly through a
brother, Henty Ellert, .

In 1907 J. B. Ellert went to Canada as 2
pioneer and bought a section of land from the
Canadian Pacific Railway Company at $7 an
acre, at a railway stop called Milk River. There
he built the first house, which is still standing.

In 1934, according to a news report, “he
with other leaders of Milk River, studied the
Henry George plan of political economy and
s0 governed the town several years through the
single tax system, thereby defeating the Cana.
dian Pacific Railroad in the tax system.”

M. Ellert was a speaker at the annual school
conference in Chicago in 1948. For many years
he taught the philsophy of Henry George in
evening classes in Milk River,
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Los Angeles

The spring term opened the week of April
21 with twelyve fundamental classes and one ad-
vanced class; 213 students enrolled by mail for
the fundamental classes—187 students wete in
attendance at the first one or two sessions of the
fundamental clasess, and 12 attended the ad-
‘vanced course in American History. The three
‘largest classes were at Los Angles High School
.(31), Marshall High School (30), and Gard-
-ner Street School, Hollywood (26).

Los Angeles Henry Geotge School students
:and friends were honored on May 9 and 10 by
.a visit from Lancaster M, Greene, New York
‘School trustee and investment analyst and coun-
:selor. Mr. Greene was here in connection with
.the National Convention of Financial Analysts.
A tea was held the afternocon of May 10 in his
‘honor at the home of Bill and Marcile True-
‘hart. Among the interesting remarks made by
‘Mr. Greene were comments on his trip to Den-
-mark in 1936. He told of talking with leaders
«of the Danish Folk High Schools, which were

" llargely responsible for popularizing the ideas

wof Henty George among the Danish farmers.

Principles were taught which cut across party
lines and across all religions—and the “Liv-
ing Word”" (through the lectures) supplement-
wed the printed word.

The leaders in Denmark remarked to Mr.
Greene that the Danish Folk High Schools
were successful in the rural areas, whereas the
Henry George Schools in the United States
‘were operating successfully in the cities. Folk
:school leaders were unable to make headway in
their cities. Mr. Greene believed this was be-
cause the use of lecture method left students
open to criticism, argument and ridicule (be-
«cause they were farmers). He suggested that
‘they use the question and answer, or Socratic
‘method, which the Henry George School in the
United States uses. They would thus, by asking
questions, throw their critics on the defensive
and force them to think logically and prove all
their points. They were delighted with this
suggestion, took the American Henty George
Gehool lesson material which he furnished them,
sranslated it into Danish, and formed Ecotech-
mical High Schools, which spread rapidly.

San Francisco

“Total enrollment in the 13 basic spring term
lasses is 190, with 19 additional in two classes
studying The Science of Political Economy. The
'basic enrollment figure of 190 exactly tied the
previons record set in the winter term last year.

The Fourth Year Fund Campaign is sched-
uled to open June 20. Campaign Chairman
Rose Papini, who headed the very successful
south San Francisco division last year, reports
that Mrs. Caroline E. Thompson, Ralph S.
Huntington and Faff™A. Hanson have so far
been named division chairman. Six more divi-
son chairmen will be appointed by Miss Papini
to help organize the committee of 50 who will
call on 300 interested friends of the school dur-
.ing the 13-day campaign June 20 to July 2.

Ten advance pledges, several of them in-
.creased over last year, have so far been made
for a total of $1,736. A goal of $3,200 has
‘been set for advance pledges to be secured be-

- fore the kickoff meeting June 20. The campaign

_goal was set by the division chairmen at their
_meeting on May 26,

It is hoped that the campaign result will en-
-able an increase in the class program and make
- possible 2 monthly lecture series for graduates
-and friends.

New Jersey

The New Jersey school swhich uses Economics
Simplified as the textbook for the fundamental
course, also has a cotrespondence course based
on that book. Students have entolled for this
course from many cities in the U.S. and foreign
countries. A letter recently received at Newark
headquarters tells of a student who “finally de-
cided to take advantage of the course” after
two years, and sent in Lesson No. One neatly
filled out.

“People are going to mistake me for an in-
tellectual — I rcad Economics Simplified on the
Fifth Avenue bus yesterday,” wrote Pegeen and
Ed Fitzgerald in a letter acknowledging receipt
of this volume from a New Jersey graduate.
The letter states they will probably be talking
about it on WJZ,

The spring term got under way with two
classes at Newark, one in Orange and one in
Hackensack. Arrangements are being made for
a summer class in Free Acres, the Single Tax
Enclave in New Jersey.

The Faculty Seminar and Workshop is now
ready to begin the new presentation of the
course as developed by the Commerce and In-
dustry Division of the Chicago school. A com-
pletely new Leader's Guide has been outlined
following closely that used in Chicago. Results
of the survey of winter term students ate prov-
ing valuable in planning the promtion and pre-
sentation of the fundamental course.

Dean Goldfinger addressed the Chamber of
Commerce of East Rutherford recently, and the
audience expressed interest in having a class for
their members next fall. Director Tetley spoke
at a meeting of the Belleville Rotary Club.

St, Louis

The Henry George Womans Club, now a
member of the Federation of Womens Clubs of
Missouri, celebrated its first birthday on May
15 with a buffet supper at Hotel DecSoto. An-
thony W. Daily, a-corporation lawyer of Alton,
Ilinois, who made a thorough amalysis of
Progress and Poverty while a student at Saint
Louis University, . where he took A.B. and
L.LB degrees, gave the audience “Some Side
Lights on Practical Politics” Attending the
meeting as guests (paying guests, that is), were
-members of the school’s Advisory Board. Sup-
per was followed by the first annual report
showing that the membership has nearly tripled
in a year. The annual picnic to be held at
O'Connell’s Grove on June 28 is sure to be a
three-star occasion.

Krilium, Monstanto Chemical Company's new
and amazing soil conditioner, was the subject
of a sound film presented to graduates and
friends at the Central Public Library on May
20. A short tatk on “Economic Krilinm"” was
given by Noah Alper, pointing out that. as
Krilium, the soil conditioner, is to plant life,
so is the system of public revenue, as revealed
by Georgist education, the “land conditioner”
for free enterprise and the other freedoms
cherished by Americans. .

A second "A” film, “Fibres of Freedom,” a
Johns Manville Corporation production, was
also presented as part of the program. This
great story of one company is a saga of Ameri-
can business enterprise and shows what, in spite
of handicaps, has made this country a land of
technical achievement.

“Let's Take a Lock at Free Enterprise,” was
the subject of a talk before the West End
Tion’s Club at the Roosevelt Hotel in May by
Bertram H. Mann, Jr.

Twentieth Anniversary Banquet

MNew Vork Georgists sheu!d malke reser-
vations now for tickets to the annual ban-
quet on June 18, at Town Hall Club, 128
West 43 Street, at 7 p. b1, : ’

Raymond Moley will speak on “Henry
George and the Forgotten Man.” “There
Are no Royal Roads to Knowledge” will be
the subjent of an address by Lawson
Purdy. Mrs. John Dewey is sxpected to be.
present and will bring “A Message from
our Honorary President”

Robert Clancy, director of the Henry
George School, will preside, Reservations
may be made at 50 East 69th Streef, New
York, where tickets are available at $3.50.
cach,

Chieago

The Sixth Annual Commerce and Industry
dinner of the school honored J. C. Penney,
founder and chairman of the board of the J. C.
Penney Company, Inc., who spoke on “Respon.-
sibility: The American Way” in the LaSalle
Hotel on May 12. Mr. Penney was presented by
James B. Forgan, vice chairman of the First
National Bank of Chicago. Bdwin O. Griffen-
hagen, senior partner of Griffenhagen and Asso-
ciates, management consultants, was toastmaster.

Noah Van Cleef, retired partner of Van
Cleef Brothers, presented a gift to C. Bayard
Sheldon on behalf of the Commerce and In-
dustey Division, in recognition of his services
as chairman of the monthly Commerce and In-
dustry luncheons.

Edward W. Jochim, national president-elect
of the Society for Advancement of Management,
in bis report on “Education for Freedom: 1952”
paid tribute to the companies, institutions and
individuals who have made notable achieve-
ments in the field of economic education in in-
dustry during the past year. Introduced at this
annual dinner, as a supplement to Mr. Jochim’s
report, was The Freedom Fair, featuring booths
and exhibitions representing the American Eco-
nomic Foundation, the Chicago Junior Associa-
tion of Commerce and Industty, Freedom Club
of Downtown Chicago, IHinois Council on Eco-
nomic Education, Inland Steel Company, Iater-
national Harvester Company, Middle West Ser-
vice Cornpany, Republic Steel Corporation, R.
A. Stearns and Company, the William H. Ste-
venson Company, and the Henry George School.

Out of town guests at the dinner included
Ummo Franklin Luebben of Omaha, inventor
of the Roto-Baler, manufactured by Allis-Chal-
mers; Richard D. Krieg of Crucible Steel Com.
pany, Milwankee; and Mrs. Krieg.

Other guests were Hatlan Eugene Read, au-
thor and- commentator; George M. Sunday,
Phillip A, Knowlton, Henry Pope, Jr., Harold
P. O'Connell, Herbert J. Watt and Melvin E.

. Haas, business executives; and Dr. John W.

Harms of the Church Federation.

New York

Combined headquarters and regional comple-
tion exercises will be held on June 16 at 8 p. m.
in the auditorium. All graduates and friends
are invited.

A seties of six lectures on the “Problem of
Inflation” was given before 900 students of the
Stuyvesant High School by ‘Albert Gants,
Clatles Kee and David Geoldstein under aus-
pices of the speakers bureaw.

Rohert Clancy was interviewed on three New
York radio stations in May, at the request of
Benn Hall of Benn Hall Associates. Mr. and
Mrs, Hall were students of Dorothy Sara (see

page one).
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THE GEOGRAPHY OF HUNGER. By Josue
de Castro. Little, Brown and Company, Bos-
ton. 1952. 337 pp. $4.50.

Reviewed by MARSHALL CRANE

We have become accustomed, these days, to
taking terrifying statements and predictions
more or less in our.stride. But I think even such
a hardened character as the citizen of today
would consider it a matter for some serious con-
cern if he were told that two thirds of the hu-
man race suffer chronically from lack of food.
Hunger is a terrible thing.

Few men in the world today are so well
qualified to speak on this subject as the great
Brazilian scientist, Josue de Castro, head of the
UN Food and Agriculture Organization. And
he does speak on it, convincingly and power-
fully in this unique book on man and his food.

He mentions of course the awful famines

- which periodically ravish cerfain parts of the
earth, but neither they nor the problems in-
volved in the production of food are the real
subject of his book. He writes as well of the
equally dangerous and much more insidious
“hidden hungers,” the often unsuspected defici-
ciencies which come from the lack of the right
foods, and which are the direct cause of various
sorts of malnutrition and anacmiz, of such ail-
ments as rickets, beri-beri, pellagra, scurvy and
endemic goitre, and which may be contributing
factors in tuberculosis and many other conta-
gious diseases. Dr. de Castro concludes, from
- definite evidence and official statistics, and from
conservative estimates where exact figures are
not obtainable, that for every one of us who is
adequately nourished there are two who are not.

~ Has the world at last become too small to
feed its teeming millions, as the gloomy Mal-
thus so confidently predicted it would? Every
consumer of three meals a day——particularly if
he is a disciple of Henry George!—will be re-
lieved to know that the answer is—emphatically
No! The author gives estimates from a num-
ber of soutces that our production of food
could be approximately doubled without even
turning new soil. And he points out that less
than a quarter of the arable land on this earth
is in use at the present time.

It seems that for hunger, as for so many of
his troubles, man has no one to blame but him-
self. It is perfectly true that all do not have
enough—indeed, only one in three is properly
fed-—but there is enough and more than enough
for all. Dr. de Castro proves conclusively that

the problem of feeding mankind is primarily
a problem of distribution.

This book would go into the “must read” list
even if this admizably clear picture of the vital
challenge which faces us today were its whole
message. But to the economist, and to every
voter who goes to the polls, its most important
feature is surely the author’s statement of the
general thesis that hunger is the cause, not the
result, of over-population,

It is a scientific fact, too litte noticed in the
past, and too little applied to the problems of
population, that as the level of autriton—spe-
cifically, protein nuttiticn in animal life—falls,
there is an increasing stimulation of the repra-
ductive fertility. As the individual oroanism is
threatened with extinction its lifs procosses re-
spond by exerting themselves to insure at least
the continvance of the species. This, says the
author, is the real cause of over-crowding. The

control of population, therefore, need not be
left to the four grim hotsemen.

The force of reason and the evidence of his-
tory laid the body of the Malthusian doctrine
in the dust long ago, but its ghost still calls.
'This book comes at an opportune time to exor-
cise a malignant influence,

All hail to Josue de Castro!

{Following is a letter, not intended for publica-
tion, which accompanied Mr, Crane's review of
the above book-—Editor]} .

I expected the de Castro tome to be just an-
other dose of agricultural-cum-medical science,
perhaps a soil erosion survey, or an eat-your-
spinach-like-a-little-man setmon. This sort of
thing is fascinating, no doubt, but it does get
a little tiresome after the first million words.

There is nothing tiresome about de Castro’s
“hunger” book, though. For the outstanding
point in it is one which truly complements the
valid but purely economic argument against the
Malthusian doctrine. He shows that the most
cssential type of malnutrition causes a sort of
suicidal fertility reaction in the animal organ-
istn, a last gasp attempt to insure the continu-
ance of the species.

A novel theory, at first slight, but really, it
is rather surprising that sociologists and popu-
lation experts have not gotten after it befote,
for the idea is anything but a new one. Have
you ever heard (or asked) the question, “Why
i blazes is it that folks who can afford them
least always have the most children?” 1 think
so. And farmers and garden'trs have been tak-
ing advantage of the principle for centuries.
Have you never “girdled” a shrub with a piece
of wire when it refused to blossom, cutting off,
or, rather, slowing up the flow of its food sup-
Ply through the cambium? If not, take my word
for it: It really works.

I remember picking up an over ripe specimen
in my tomato patch, one morning back in Sep-
tember, 1950. I cussed perfunctorily, and
heaved it out where it would not get underfoot.
It made an impressive crash landing in a little
piece of waste land, definitely submarginal. But
the primal instinct to live is a very urgent one,
even in rotten tomatoes. For one of its couple
of bundred seeds managed, some cight months
later, to find soil enongh to sprout in. It was
probzbly four or five weeks old when I first
noticed it. To all appearances it was getting
along about as well as those which I had set out
so carefnlly in the garden, and mothered with
so much toil and fuss. Enough to humble the
pride of the cockiest gardener. And this dog-
gone vegetable object lesson kept itself alive all
through a summer of withering drought, in sur-
roundings which discouraged even the toughest
weeds. .

- Along toward the end of the growing season

it still looked pretty healthy, and 1 took a gan-
der at it to see if there was any possibility of
its beating. I was amazed to find that it was
simply covered with fruit. Every branch was
loaded, but the fruits were no larger than
cherries!

Curious, I showed it to a friend, whose com-
plex of activitics includes professional biology
as well as amateur gardening. .

“Wonderful, isn’t it?” he sid, langhing.
"I'll bet there would be a lot fewer species
around today if it were not for that self-pro-
tective reaction. Maybe you and I wouldn't be
here,

The American Journal of Feonomiecs and
SBociclogy, April issue, is dedicated to Pro-
fessor Harry Guonizon Brown, in recogni-
tion of his long and landatory service at
the . University of Missouri, Columbia,
Missotnrd. :

All contributors are former stodents of
Dr. Brown, and each selected his own sub-
ject. Professor Pinkney . Wallker, him- .
self a student of Dr. Brown, edited the
issne, and wrete of him in the preface:
“Professor Brovwn helped his students to
formulata for themselves a coneeption of
the ideal—a conceptlion which could serve
them as a bhasis for appraising existing
economic inetitutions and proposals for
ceonomie reform,”

Hingle copies are available at 50 Hast
60th Street, New ¥York, at $1 each.

“This dead-end kid finds itself living in a
sandbank tenement that ought to have been con-
demned by the authatities years ago. There
aren't even any garbage cans to eat out of. So
what? It declares that a state of emergency
exists. Living on its slender capital, it makes a
fast supreme effort. Somehow — don’t ask me
how — it cooks up a.mess of hormones, gets
hopped to the eyes on them, and goes into a
whacky reproductive orgy to save at least the
species from extinction, Self-sacrifice, in spades.
I doubt if there are more than six or eight
seeds in any of those little berries, and you can
bet their germination percentage is way below
the seedsmen’s standards of quality. But does
the patent plant cate? Huh! Not a bit. The
crisis has been met. The germ plasm is there,
Life can go on. Next spring divine Horus will
rise again from the sacrificial corpse of Ositis.”

I matched his classical reference with a Bibli-
cal quote: “But the more they afflicted them,
the more they multiplied, and the more they

- spread abroad,” which you will find somewhere

in the first chapter of Exodus, in the account of
the sufferings of the children of Israel under
the Hgyptian lash. The same thing could be
said of the children of India, Java, or China.
De Castro says in one place: .
To concede that the earth sets a fixed, impassable
limit to human population is to revert to the old
geogrophical determinism of the times of Ratzel,
according to which nature lays down the law
while man is no more than a passive pawn in the
play of natural forces, devoid of creative will
and powerless to escape the crushing authority
of his environment. Nothing could he farther
from the truth, Man, with his creative and in-
ventive techniques, is well able to evade the
coercion of nature, to free himself of the concep-
tion of geographical determinism and to trans-
form natural limitations into social opportunities,

Hic jacet 'Thomas Robert Malthus! Di. de
Castro perhaps flouts the present day scientific
fashion, in having a cheerful and optimistic ex-
planation for a social evil, but I will buy him a
drink any time he wants it. I am only sorry that
my review falls so far short of doing justice to
his book. (Indeed, I am afraid I have told you
more about it in this letter than in the review!)

MAaRSHALL CRANT




