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APRIL, 1055

The Henry Gecrge News

[Pace THBEE]

Fifty Golden Years

4 BOVE is a picture we take great pleasure
in shating with our readers, It shows Mr.
and Mrs, Otto K. Dorn in all their unposed
jovousness, on their fiftieth wedding anniver-
sary last summer pleasantly rocking on the
lawn of their sen’s home in Utica, New York.
We love this little picture. We like to think
of this romantic couple, Otto and Amanda,
coming to the leisure years together, with a
sense that life is good. We like to remember
Mr. Dorn’s regular Monday visits to the school
when he would stride in, erect as a member
of the king's guard, give a cherished and court-
ly greeting to all members of the staff, read
his mail, sign a check or two, and sometimes,
if we were especially lucky, bring us up to date
on some of the big names in enrly Georgism.
Lately he has been reluctant to continue
these commuiing trips from his home in West-
chester County, and has asked the board to

find someone else to sign checks and be the

school’s vice-president (though he stifl con-
tinues as a trustee). For a long time the board
members said no—we want Otto. Finally they
did yield and made Ezra Cohen vice-president
so Mr. Dorn could stop worrying. He was that
conscientions that if he thought there was any-
thing at the school, however slight, that need-
ed his attention, he would come and take care
of it, even in the most severe weather,

Some of the New York faculty members
will surely remember hearing Mr. Dorn tell
“how it all began.” It is the kind of legendary
story we like to mull over and retell.

“In 1896 my attention was called to a course
in economics to be given on Monday evenings
in one of Cleveland's prominent churches by
Louis B, Post, editor of the Cleveland Record-
er,” Mr, Dorn oace told us, “The tuition was
free, the only requirements were a pencil and
writing pad and a fifty cent copy (paper cov-
ered} of Progreis and Poverty., .

“I attended each of the ten sessions,” he
said firmaly, "and stubbornly resisted accepting
as final, the theories expounded by this excel-
lent speaker.” .

Stubborn as he was, he was not aware of the
influence Mr. Post’s clear logic was having
upon him until the end of the course. About
that time the minister of the church “took upon
himself the responsibility of demonstrating the
injustice and harm that would result in making
so radical 2 change as that advocated by Henry
George.” (Henry George was still living then,
and his ideas were hot topics for discussion.)

“In the light of what we had been study-
ing,” and we quote the dignified and proper
Mr. Dorn verbatim, “the pastor's remarks
seemed to be absolutely silly and unfounded.
So I jumped up upon my juvenile feet and

rushed to the defense of Henry George. This
seems to have allied me with him ever since.”

That incident was perhaps the greatest single
factor in determining the future course of his
life, as he bas often affirmed to us, In public
affairs as well as in private business he was de-
termined to fook for the underlying cause of
every phenomenon as Henry George did. This
enabled him frequently to Aind answers to prob-
fems which were not apparent to others.

in the field of logic. The clear sightedness of
this logic gave him an advantage in business
which enabled him to make progress in the de-
velopment of a chaln of shoe stores, as well
as other activities in which he engaged. He was
president of the Dorn Shoe Company in Cleve-
land from 1910 to 1920 and later manager of
the Ground Gripper Stores, Inc., for nine years.
(His first job was with a wholesale rubber
house at $6 a week).

My, Dorn never had any political ambitions

but was active in the Tom Johnson campaigns
in Ohkio. In 1910 he took an active part in
bringing about fundamental changes in the
Qhio State Coustitution, and in 1914 he served
on the Board of Education in Cleveland.

In 1920 the headquarters of his chain of
shoe stores was moved from Cleveland to New

York, and that is how it happens that some of

our sturdiest present day Georgists can remem-
ber Mr. Dorn as a teacher in the 1930°s when
the Henry George School was in its first home
on 79th Street,

It was Mr. Dorn who kept this school go-
ing during that beginning period. He actually
performed the duties of director but was too
modest to assume the title. He served as busi-
ness manager in 1935-36 and helped to get the
school located in a large building on 29th
Street. He it was who later searched out the
present building on East 69th Street.

He is a director in the Robert Schalkenback
Foundalion and has been, since its inception,
president of the American Journal of Economics
and Sociology. My, Dorn has told us that he
had only a common school education (to the
seventh grade). This scems hard to believe.
His superb self discipline, kindness, fairness,
zood manpers and generosity give the impres-
sion of a man educated far above the average.

His innate courage and faith will, we hope,
speedily return him to a state of robust health.
A recent operation and sinus ailment have tem-
porarily gotten the hetter of him, Mrs. Dorn is
a shining angel of hope and encouragement. A
veritable multitude of friends have called to
inquire and wish him well. .

Ezra Cohen, who succeeds Mr. Dotn as vice-
president, is an affable fellow indeed, and a
oative New Yorker at that. He also is 2 mem-
ber of the Robert Schalkenbach Foundation
board and has been since 1939 a trustee of the
Henty George School, He is an active member
of the school board and board of trustees of
the Puk Avenue Synagegue in New York, and
a trustee of the Milton Steinberg Educational
Foundation,

Until 1950 he was in the fashion business
(manufacturing of dresses), then he retired
from “hard work” and went into the delight-
ful business of helping Americans travel to
glamorous, romantic, scenic, foreign ports, As
you must have guessed, he’s the man person-
ally responsible for transporting Georgists to
and from St. Andrews this summer.

v, Dorn has often cmphasized to present .
day students the importance of Henty George.

Wmm%m@mm Will Play
For These Georgists

& OME of you may have to stay at home and

swelter in the humidity of another hot Au-
gust, but as we go to press we kanow of a con-
siderable number who will be enjoying the
cool breezes and goodly company at St An-
drews, Scotland, from August 13th to 20th, and
possibly longer.

These include three Canadians, Strethel Wal-
ton of Montreal and Mary E. Rawson and
Helen M, Smith of Ottawa; the West Coast

residents, -], Rupert Mason (president), of

San Francisco; Rebert C. Bryant and William
B. Truchart of Los Angeles and Aane B, Lor-
coz of Portland; Chicagoans, Judge and Mis.
Max M. Kogshak and Mr, and Mus. George M.
Mengpinger and son George; Two Cleveland-
ers, John W, Welr and john W. Weir, Jr.;
and Mr. and Mrs. Clayton ]. Ewing of Mobile,

~ Alabama. From the East Coast bookings have

been made for Mr. and Mrs, James McNally
of Hartford—and from New York, Miss V.
G: Peterson, Robert Clancy, Norman Cassetley,
Leon Caminez and Mr. and Mis. Wayne 8.
Berry.

Of course this is only a beginning, As soon
as dates and details are completed for others
who are now in. correspondence with the
Bapkers and Merchants Travel Service (511
‘ifth Avenue, New York), the list will be
much longer, :

For anyone who wants to get right at the
heart of the best thought on the Henry George
philosophy foday, there can be no better way
than to meect with the hrightest minds from-
all parts of the world—and the place to go for
that is St. Andrews for the Ninth International
Conference on Land Value Taxation and Free
Trade.

Programs, though they are presented in the
mative language of the partticipants, are always
clearly translated and easily understood by all,
Visitors and speakers will undoubtedly be pres-
ent from Australiz, New Zealand, South Amer-
ica, South Africa, India, Pakistan, Italy, Spain,
France, Belgium, Gegmany, Holland, Denmark
Norway, Sweden,
the United States.

We should perhaps emphasize once more
that the time to be making reservations for
ocean travel and hotels abroad is now. Bven if
you cannot make a definite decision, you should
at least outline a tentative schedule, Don't put
it off! ; :

Great Britzin and of course

Montreal 8. A, G. E.
A Real WG&mmmaweh.

Three classes in Fundamental Economics in
Montreal are being taught by Ted Baush, Pat
Hadden and Strethel Walton (directar).

In the Canadian city of unforgettable hos-
pitality, it seems most of the social features are
sponsored by S.A.G.E. One of these was a sup-
per party in February, which was arranged part-
ly to give new members a chance to get to
know ose another,, and also to give various
committees a chance to report on what they are
doing for the schoof:, .
~ Besides helping in many ways to promote
classes, the alumni members have engaged in
such activities as making a tax survey in Mon-
treal and canvassing old members of the school.
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New Adventure for
Matthew Ramage

By GEORGE MARAVELAS

Zwﬁmmé RAMAGE was a personality one
would not easily forgel, even though the
encounter was brief. His clear, incisive speech;
still vigorous after nine decades; was beautiful
and heartwarming. There never was a more
dedicated or able Georgist. His enthusiasm
was a spur to everyone interested in our cause.
Widely read in history, religion, philosaphy and
political economy, he saw all men and pations,
all institutions, in o process of evolution. There
could be no standing still or living in a vacu-
um. Each individual, he felt, was responsible
for his actions, and each would be rewarded
accotdingly. He belisved the path to peace,
happiness and abundance for mankind could
be reached by conforming our economic and
social systems with natural law,

Mr. Ramage came over to the social philoso-
phy of Henry George through a personal
experience which reveals the sterling character
he tovmmmmrm As a young man he purchased
some lots in Ontario, Canada. After a year or
so the land greatly increased in value. He once
remarked to the writer that he was not sure
wlat cavsed the inctease—but he knew that it
was not through any patticular effort or ability
on his part. This was good fortune, but he did
not think he had earned it entirely through
his own effort. It started him thinking, and
the thinking crystallized when he heard a
speech on. Henty George at a labor meeting in
“Toronto by the “"Philadelphia Cyclone,” Het-
man V. Hentzel. Mr. Ramage often remarked
that Hentzel “was the best stump-speaker” he
had ever heard and dated his conversion to the
single tax idea from that speech. Shortly after-
ward he vead The Land Question and followed
that with Progress and Poverty. He was read-
ily convinced. While living in the New Eng-
land States he became a bitter foe of tariffs
when he heard a hired orator say to textile
workers (earning $3 2 week) "Are you going
to let the pauper labor of Europe take your
jobs away?” At that time the American textile
industry had protection to the tune of 114 per
cent on all lmported fabrics, Still, all over New
England dozens of mills were closed. ’

At the turn of the century, Washington was
the center of considerable activity among the
followers of George. Mr. Ramage was presi-
dent of the Single Tax Propaganda Associa-
tion of Washington, D. C. from 1895 to 1003,
This organization and affiliated groups spon-
sored a contest for a novel based on the single
tax. A prize of $10,000 was offered and con-
tributions came from all parts of the world.
The plan was dropped and the money returned
because of Henry George, Jr’s disapproval.

M. Ramage, through his newspaper connec-
tions and prospecting ventures, came to know
quite intimately such eminent public mea as
Champ Clark, Bainbridge Colby and Newton
D. Baker. Many Congressmen and Senators
visited him on his faom in Maryland on the
banks of the Potomac, to discuss Progress and
Ponerty and quote passages ?w the page. Few
of this generation realize the impact of Progress
and Poverty on the political men of a half-
century ago,

Matthew Ramage has

“gone to the other
side of lifg,”

as he would have put it, but the

Matthew Ramage renswed his enry George
News subscription for five years in June, 1954,
saying Be hoped to read every copy. Where
would you lilie us to send them, Mr. Ramage?

His letters werve afways in hoautifui hand-
writing which showaed no trace of feebleness,
despite his 90 years. Aldgo they were delight-
fully gay, polite and even mischipvons: “Please
encless it I an enveleps,” he wrote, “all the
niee ladies in this hotel read my mail and I
don’t want them to get jenlous,” In the same
letter, last November, ke sald, “If relncarna-
tion is true, and 1 think it is, there is o chanco
for us [Georgists] yet”

George Maravelas, Boebert I, Allen, Jp. and
other Washington Georgists feel bezrefd with-
ond their good friend. Mrs. Bamage and two
sons survive, Please do not be sorrowlul, Mre,
Ramage, In the words of George HMaravelas,
“3t is the beginning of saether adventore for
him,”

He was g refived geologist and ofl pros-
poector, and had an simost priceless collection
of violing, among which was the famous
“White House violin™ formerly owued by
White House employse during Lincoln's ad-
minigtration,

life he lived here fz be a constant challenge
and source of inspiration to all who knew
him. One is at loss for the proper words to do
honor to his character and personality. We turn
to Shakespeare and say with hinm:

“His life was gentle, and the elements
So mixed in him that Nature might stand up
And say to ali the world, "This was a man!”

Philadelphia Director
_%_. On Radio Station WHAT

Spring term classes in Fundamental Eco-
nemics begin the week of Aprif 18th, Mondays
through Thursdays, from 6 to 8 P. M, and &

“to 10 PLM. at scheol headquarters. Friday

evenings will be reserved for discussion of cur-
rent events to which non-Geosgist groups are
invited. On March 25th Robert Clancy, New
York director, met with this group at an in-

formal supper meeting,

A clvic committes hag wLH@:ME Philadel-
ﬁr: s director, Joseph A. Stockman, as the reg-
ular feature on their radio program on the first
Thursday of each month over station WHAT
at 11:45 a. m., this without cost to the schocl.

Jack Lindeman, an instructor, has entered

“the ranks of publishers with a literary maga-

zipe Whetstone, which has already teccived

very favorable comment.

“PWhile this trend tewards statism continues
in America, no military effort will stop com-
munlsm or establish lasting peace. Afom
bombs are useless agalnst the Infiltration of
comuninist ideas when the military program
itself s wused as an exouss to extend collec-
tivist policits everywhere, Loyally oaths and
acta to outlaw the party merely canse changes

" in Iabels, The propagnnda of socialist agencies

in our ewn government mties new cohverts

to the communisi pregram fasgter &wmm the
FEY con identify or catch them,

“The way to lasting peace iz very different.
We can find it only as we Iree ourselves as
did the Founding Fathers from fthe delusions

_and restraints of coereive colleodiwism,”

-

m Chel 54
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Get Your Airmeler Here!
By MATTEO NATALE

' are now woiking on a method of has-
nessing the atmosphere. Cuace that s ac-
complished, we will unit with the lawmakers
and landleids and pass a law that everyone
who breathes must rent a machine from the in-
dividuals who have harnessed the atmcsphere
{kaown as airlords). This machine will be
placed on your back with a hose connected to
your nose. Air will be metered to your body at
the rate of ten cents a day. Every day you will
drop a dime in the little slot, one of the air-
lords will send somebody around once a week
to collect the moaey.

Aitlords and fandlords will all be privileged
characters and will not wear meters. A little
fuss will be tzade over the use of air an_z:&
at first, but eventually everyone will get ac-
customed to the idea. In the future, the air-
lords will probably be locked up to as bene-
factors of humanity. Those few who refuse to
use an ainncter will be placed in special com-
pounds similar to our jails of today, They will
be the ones who will be considered “too lazy

to work for their own aie.” If they try to es-

cape they will be shot immediately. For those
who find themselves unemployed and unable
to pay for their air, we will increase social se-

_curity and increase the nuiber of our charities.

We now look into the future to the year
2055. Eighty per cent of the world’s popula-
tion have airmeters. The other twenty per cont
(airfords, landlords, and their confederates),
Tand.

The big question Is “shall we nationalize the
alr .Ewam:w: We will interview a few private
citizens., Here comes the fisst one.

“"Good afternoon, yeung lady, We would
like your opinion on a question. Would you
be in favor of nationalizing the air mm%xs,wu:

“Of course not. I belicve in free enterprise.”

I'm very sorry. We can't talk to her any
longer. 1 have an appointment with the air
inspector. My meter needs adjustment. Here
comes the next citizen,

“Good aftern 10on, young mag. Do you mmau
the price of air is too Ligh?”

“MNo, s long as I can work fourteen hours
a day I'm satisficd, even though my wife and
four kids breathe o little too much air for
their own good. I can’t understand how our
grandfathers were able to live working only
eight hours a day. Look what happeaned to my
fiiend Joe. He got laid of — couldn’t find a
job—ran out of social security. So instead of
tesorting to charity for free 2ir he shot hime
self. He was too proud to talee the air free
Thank you very much.”

We now give you the latest news, There will
be a statue erected at City Hall of the famous

Joe Blow, who invented the aitmeter which
ciiables the airless to bicathe air from the wmo-
ment they are born to the last minute of thelr

lives. Ten men weic sent to the electric chair
for .advocating overtheoyw of the air-istocrats,

You may by now be smiling at this pathetic
bit of fiction, but I am quite scirowful, for this
story is likely to come true. We must have land
to live, we must have air to live, we must have
sun to live. If it is oot right for men to own
the air or sun mnvnmﬂnm us who must depend
on them for life, it is also not right for men
to own land wad sent it Lo us who must have
it to live,
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