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Revolution In Thought
by DAVID SKLAR

HISTDRIANS vary in the meaning they give to the events they record.

Some look for a single thread, some for several, but all look for
meaning or, at least, an explanation of history. '

A view of history that might be suggested is as a conflict between
knowledge and ignorance. In this view, every step forward would
come from the triumph of knowledge; every step backward from
the triumph of ignorance. Knowledge would be seen fighting its way
inch by inch through the web of ignorance woven into every society
for the protection of what Toynbee calls “the dominant minority.”
The influence of “the creative minority” asserts itself during the
growth stage of a society but is eventually supplanted by a dominant
minority which is the effect of and the further cause of the breakdown
of a society. Toynbee’s analysis is also expressed by the mystics as
the struggle of the forces of light against the forces of darkness.

With knowledge as our thread, we could proceed along the
following lines: The object of knowledge is understanding of truth.
Because of our limitations, we may never possess a complete under-
standing of truth, but the more we increase our understanding, the
better equipped we are to solve problems, whether in aerodynamics
or economics. It is only through understanding that man can be a
problem-solver and nature’s only progressive animal.

Truth is a most powerful force and the only real threat to those
in the dominant minority. For this reason they take the greatest care
to protect themselves from it in any field that poses any danger to
their position.

The social sciences have most readily fallen into this category in
the present age. The development of these studies in the 18th and
19th centuries presented the greatest threat to the dominant minority.

(Continued on Page 15)



Tenth Anniversary of PREC

HE Public Revenue Education Council was started in St. Louis

by Noah D. Alper, former HGS director. The Council and its
president have just celebrated their tenth birthday with a progress
report that merits enthusiastic support.

The PREC was established to educate in various ways regarding
the collection and expenditure of public revenue; the elimination of
artificial barriers to the production and distribution of wealth; and
the unblocking of natural incentives to maximum production. The
film “Better Cities” has been a valuable addition to the program.

A long tabulation at the end of the decade lists 95,814 copies
of articles, reprints and related material that have been distributed to
local newspapers, television and radio studios, and to colleges, HG
extensions and individuals from coast to coast. Not included are
hundreds of unrecorded mailings, and more than 9ooo letters.

The Council has introduced 40 universities in Missouri and Illinois
to Progress, an Australian magazine which affords convincing evidence
of the benefits of LVT. In Australia only the property ownefs are
permitted to sign petitions and subsequently to vote on a change-over
from taxation of land and improvements to a tax on land value alone.
The number of communities operating under this LTV system increases
as more property owners see the benefit in lower taxes and take the
trouble to press for reform. Wherever the owners are free to improve
their buildings without a tax penalty the deterioration of neighbor-
hoods does not occur—proof that LVT is the answer to slum clearance.

Among the many educational innovations originating in St. Louis
is a reading course in the “Economic Science of Public Revenue,”
which has been distributed to several hundred persons on request.
This is a popular feature which will be expanded in the future.

The PREC has made its way modestly with an alert staff of
officers and directors. Appreciation is extended by them to the loyal
supporters who have made its continuation possible and who will be
glad to know their welcome checks are tax deductible. The Council
was declared a public foundation in 1969.
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AJH: Apostle to The Remnant

by EDMUND A. OPITZ

ALBERT Jay Nock was before the public in one capacity only, as a

man of letters. He was in turn clergyman, editor, professor, essayist,
biographer, student of fundamental economics—and a superfluous man
withal! How he got that way, what ideas went into the formation of
his mind, he explained in his Memoirs, an unusual autobiography of
a distinguished and lonely intellect whose bent for privacy amounted
to a passion.

Nock had an ample but refined capacity for enjoying life, even
though he believed that, like a citizen of fifth century Rome, he was
living in the last days of a dying civilization. Nock believed he was
experiencing the “imperatorship and anarchy” Henry George had pre-
dicted. But human nature is resilient, and once the pessimist assures
himself that doom is certain, then that's settled and cheerfulness breaks
in—like the man in the tumbril en route to the guillotine winking at
the pretty girls in the rabble. ‘

AJN devoted himself single-mindedly to the advancement of un-
derstanding—his own! Once he had unearthed a precious nugget of
truth and put it on display where all who wished might see, he
dropped the matter and went on to the next question. Training rein-
forced temperament to turn him away from even the slightest propa-
ganda efforts; he never buttonholed anybody about anything. “Never
argue; never explain,” he would say with infuriating detachment. Nock
believed, correctly I think, that he had uncovered the plain truth of
things in the several areas of his interest, and he painstakingly set
forth his elucidations in impeccable English, serene in his faith that
this fully discharged his duty. This assumption back of this faith is
that truth has an internal energy of its own enabling it, if we don’t
stand in its way, to cut its own channels and gain acceptance in minds
ready for it. Trying to make truth palatable for minds not ready for
it is no service to the people involved, for it clogs whatever thought
proceses they have; and truth tampered with is truth lost.

The hard truth is what Nock is talking about; truth with the
bark on it, truth unsophisticated by even good intentions, undiluted
by ulterior considerations. Are there minds ready for this kind of
truth? Nock believed that every society has such minds else it would
fall apart. Every society is held together by a select few—men and
women who have the force of intellect to discern the rules upon
which social life is contingent, and the force of character to exemplify
those rules in their own living. Nock called these scattered few “the
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Remnant” in his brilljant essay, Isaiah’s Job.”

Nock does not tell us whence his methodology derives, but we
do know that his devotion to the philosophy of Henry George was
life-long, and that as a student he read these words: “Social Reform
is not to-be secured by noise and shouting; by complaints and denun-
ciation; by -the formation of parties, or the making of revolutions;
but by the awakening of thought and the progress of ideas. Until
there be correct thought, there cannot be right action; and when there
is correct thought, right action will follow.” Nock’s book on George
appeared in 1939. :

It's a lovely notion, runs the thought, but is it practical? will it
work? Well, it appears to be working in Mr. Nock’s case, although
not all the returns are in and one can't say for sure. Albert Jay Nock’s
reputation while he lived was limited, and none of his books had
much of a sale, except his Jefferson and the Memoirs. Nock's death
in 1945 passed relatively unnoticed. But then things began to happen;
the posthumous publication of a Journal, two volumes of letters and
a volume of essays; 2 new edition of the Memoirs, a :?rinting of
four of his out of print books with a fifth imminent; and formation
of The Nockian Society which has just published Cogitations from
AJN.

Nock sought to improve the l?(ualit-y of human life, and the forces
he set in motion are still at work in those sensitive enough to feel
them,

. In celebration .of the 100th ‘sumiversary of Albert Jay N?‘k’;hlhdl, m
e R R 21 - & il L.t ’ wry
from ThéNockian Society, 30 e
York 10533. . _ i - _
: Amdﬂmk’lmy,“lmﬂ’oﬂ”hfm-uqumdnmdﬂy
at the above address. .

ry - Irvington-on-Hudson, New

and has never reappeared. No one has seemed in the least aware that everything
whlehhpaﬂfmmmhpidfwomdpndncﬁmfwtbm_kmo&ermm

of payment.
' From Albert Jay Nock’s Memoirs
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Libertavians At War
_ by OSCAR B. JOHANNSEN

: IT is probably a:sad truism that a man’s progeny rarely ever measure
up to his hopes. And looking at the libertarians of today one feels
that Albert Jay Nock would have been disappointed with them, but
probably not surprised. In a very real sense, those commonly known
as libertarians or rightists may be considered as the intellectual heirs
of Nock, for many of them freely acknowledge their indebtedness to
him. But while they may have embraced his views in whole or in part,
few apparently. have adopted that imperturbable and dispassionate
appraisal of men, and that unruffled disdain for organized reformist
action, that so characterized the urbane man of letters.

The rightists have been split and are assailing each other with a
vehemence reminiscent of the battles between the socialists and com-
munists. Differences which had been smoldering for a long time finally
erupted at a convention in.1969. Those generally called conservatives
are now labeled the old right. They combine the economics of the
Austrian school with a fierce anti-communism which appears willing
to embark on a holy war to destroy communism even though such a
war may result in the creation of the ubiquitous state here at home.
Though undoubtedly aware of the danger they apparently believe the
menace of communism is worse.

On the other hand, those referred to by conservatives as “‘atomistic
individualists” are now known generally as the new right. They also
embrace the economics of the Austrian school but appear to have im-
bibed more of Nock’s loathing of the state. Because they look on the
state as little better than a gangster organization, they feel the indivi-
dual is morally justified in resisting such obvious incursions of indi-
vidual rights as conscription. In essence, the old right appears to have
a practical approach which takes into consideration present-day modes
of thought and the possibility of attaining some goals. The new right
takes a more idealistic though impractical position.

Georgists may wonder what this has to do with them. To return
to Nock he was as thoroughgoing a Georgist as ever existed, but he
was too skeptical to hope that people would ever have enough common
sense to adopt George’s ideas. Libertarians who read Nock consci-
entiously cannot help becoming acquainted with George and absorbing
some of his views, :

Since the libertarians are split into two factions, however, the
Georgists might consider occupying the center. Georgism is libertar-
ianism par excellence. It recognizes the supremacy and democracy of

APRIL, 1971 5

P L S




.+ the marketplace ‘and the freedom of individuals to attain whatever
~ goals they desire consistent with the rights of others,
. I Georgists had some of the serenity and reasonableness of Nock
m@tﬂsable to reconcile some of the differences among the
gians; When rightists must engage in dialectics let them attack
leftists. Their socialistic welfare concepts have so long dominated
 iofellectual thought that they far outnumber the rightists.
=+“Libertarians differ largely in degree, since they all want more in-
tellectual, economic and social freedom for the individual and less
power for the state. Rome wasn't built in a day though it was built.
Freedom of a higher order than ever existed before is possible, but it
won't be attained in our lifetime by the present ferment.
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The Truth of Revenue Siai'ing

by ADELE BUCKALTER

LBT us not be oa;:fused by the altruistic connotation of this whole-
some o se, revenue sharing, as it is dealt out to us in

“about the advisability of controlling education,
x medical services and welfare on 2 community level.

Why then g the revenue for these programs go to a bureaucratic
government wﬂlwastethehonssharcandpcrm:tﬂ]crestto
filter back ce of origin. If our ever expanding central govern-

o nt woulcl remove itself from all the unnecessary

forms of b vity in which it now engages, leaving these to
E:'ii:afe wpuld be able to earn a suitable profit while
ging pe
In 4 pafipn wheke ‘individual freedom of expression has always
been encoutaged, ‘wity. is ¥ :_I not more insistence on a return to col-
loction_a.nﬂ“ fevelue where it is actually used] and
why is tz 2 Befote the income tax was insti-

tuted, that most' meqntable levy ever pdmted on a free people,
thcpmm “source of revenue was from It was and still is as-
sessed collected locally. But this property tax suffers from being
too familiar. Neglect and failure to correct a tax pattemn inherited from
abroad has caused sullen acceptance and virtual paralysis. A very sim-

e reform which has been proposed at various times in history, if
it had been heeded, could have saved us from some of our present
stress.

The well known property tax, when it is laconically and infre-
quently assessed, is the misunderstood paradox, for it really comprises
two very different taxes. One part is on the value of the land or site
and the other on the value of improvements, if any—and because of
the careless neglect to separate the two we have lost an important link
for creating community responsibility and interest. It is the presence
of people that makes land valuable. All land increases in value with
the increase of population and with the productivity of this population.
Thus an ever mcrcasmg fund is available for necessary community
services.

Local governments are in trouble because they cannot ask tax-
payers for any more money to meet their enormous budgets, but they
are overlooking in many instances holders of valuable vacant property
who are paying relatively little in return for expensive utilities and
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setvices. These arethe-speculators who are waiting for the big bonanza.
- They invest nothing but benefit by every costly new improvement that
is financed by other taxpayers.
+ ... Land, the free gift to all, was used nomadically by early tribes
whb moved on to newer fields as they used up the grazing opportu-
" nities ‘of an oldelrm:ield. Even in the early switch to a more settlebd;
agricultural life, land was held and cultivated as common ground
the entire community. American Indians used the land in this way and
they could never have imagined anything so unprincipalled as the Euro-
pean concept of private property in land. They willingly agreed to
share their land with the newcomers, sadly unaware that they had
surrendered all rights to its use. Much of the warfare that followed
could be traced to this total misunderstanding. '

As population increased some of the early settlers, realizing that
the most productive land in the community would soon be in great
demand, appropriated the best of it for themselves, often by dispos-
sessing the natives. By holding vast tracts in anticipation of future
increases in value they forced new arrivals, in order to find home-
steads and good farmlands, to leap over and beyond those lands to
more distant areas. As they moved westward new communities were
 established and the same inequitable practices were repeated.

Local governments, in collecting revenue, have, with very few
exceptions; taxed unimproved property at a rate lower than similar
land with fine improvements. This has had 2 strong tendency to retard
the improvement of property by those whose income is more than
enough for thei:nee&, and who do not need to develop their land
butcana.ﬁordmletitlicfalloworunptaluc&ve,toaeahe fortunes

for their children or grandchildren,

The important point that has been continually overlooked by the
new settlers is that vacant land in a desirable location has the same
value as adjoining land which is improved. If the two plots were
taxed at the same rate what would be the quick and logical eventua-
tion? Simply this, the person, ration or foundation that owned
this unimproved or underimproved land would no longer find it to
his advantage to retain ownership of such parcels. The higher tax
would negate any future advantage that might accrue in later years.
In order to profit from such land the owner would have to use it
productively or let it go by default, as is presently done with land
where taxes are in arrears. :

As such additional land is made available, the price will seek
the level at which it can be developed most profitably. Production will
.then take place and wages will accrue to the labor employed on it.
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This tends toward achievement of full employment and encouragement
of new enterprise, because of maximum interest on capital. There is
then no for management of the country’s money or for manipu-
lation of the economy by government agencies.

If land were taxed fully, according to its location, the vacant and
improved alike, the tax fund could be staggering. Local collection of
taxes under such.'circumstances would render unnecessary the myriad
of other taxes, bioth apparent and concealed, that now plague us. With
these eliminated; thé cost of virtually all products would be lower. At
present we paym‘rett taxes to the manufacturer who considers this
indirect tax a'co8t of his production like any other and allocates to

himself a profit on this expense. Distributors handling his product also
add their rewatd"Based on its cost to them. This obviously includes
the indirect tax"fhe'mannfacturer has had to pay, plus his profit, as

stated. - _
es were eliminated and if prices dropped as
:_an. increasing need for labor to satisfy the
icy to_full employment would result with
ntial, eliminating much if not all of the

s

ctions,” violence and the pressures associated with

By this system the hordes of people now employed to devise,
explain, collect and adjudicate the present tax system could be de-
ployed to more useful, productive and satisfying fields where addi-
tional personnel will be needed to satisfy the increased demand for
goods and services.

Once the local government realized the potential wealth under
its jurisdiction and established proper assessing methods and accurate
records for all to see, the community could emerge from its lowly
position and assume the obligation for its own financial needs. Every
local community could become responsible and solvent if its property
tax structure could be reformed in the manner described by Henry
George. It could then share its revenue with state and federal govern-
ments and suggest to them that they recover their roles as delineated
by the founding fathers.

A newly formed - Southern Pacific Land myﬂnmoudmm
accelerate the of more than five acres spread over 11
western states, inclu valuable mineral rights. In 1969 the Southern

Pacifie
had an income from real estate rentals and natural resources of $23.7 million.

Location value taxation might hasten development of all these opportuni. .
llu,uuin;dolmﬁunudforuherm
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ch from London reveals that prices of residential
in England have doubled since 1963; and the aver-
Londe ge.is $75,000 an acre, five times the national level.
Meanwhile, hack in New York (reports The Times), office building
sites have been put_togethér in recent years at costs ranging from $200
to $500 a square foot,. those on Third Avenue and Avenue of the
Americas, where most new construction is taking place, running up-
wards of $400 a square foot. .
Though such astronomical land prices ate clearly stimulated by
i speculation, they nevertheless. logically reflect the pressure
of intense demand for severely limited areas. Since there is just so
much space in midtown Manhattan and in urban Albion, frantic bid-
ding for the little that is available understandably tends to send prices
soaring. Yet, after centuries of constantly mounting site values, one
is still shocked at their never-ending increase. Unfortunately, few are
shocked sufficiently to try to curb the skyward pace. *
Natural economic law being what it is, the staggering rise in the
cost of land is not confined to places like the USA’s and UK’s chief
cities. Thousands of miles to the east a similar phenomenon prevails,
on the island of Hong Kong. This tiny British crown colony has less
space and, because of its unique status, more demand for land than
London or New York. The result is predictable—but hold your hat!
A plot of 53,000 square feet, consisting of reclaimed land on the
island waterfront, has beéeh sold by the Hong Kong government to a
company planning to erect & So-story office complex. The price, which
was set at an official auction, was‘$45 million, or over $800 per square
foot. This establishes a record, but one may confidently anticipate that
the record will in time be broken. Incidentally, and interestingly, the
government’s Froﬁt on the transaction amounted to 200 times its out-
lay, the cost of reclaiming the site having been about $4 a square foot.
Whether it be London, New York, or another boom town, wher-
ever speculation in land coincides with economic demand for that lim-
ited necessity of life, prices will be based on “what the traffic will
bear.” That excessive rents, privately collected, will follow inordinately
rising land costs, is obvious. And the depressing effect on wages and
interest that must inevitably ensue cannot but lead to ultimate catas-
trophe. All this, let it again be noted, arises from private land owner-
ship and a.lprivat-ely appropriated rent: causes that an equitable system
of site value taxation would promptly eliminate.
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The Goal of Good Asdessment

PBRRY PRENTICE spoke in Washington, D.C. before the Conference
on P Tax Reform in December, and said in his opening re-
marks that he ‘knew of nothing more important to this cause than
getting Mr. Nader to turn people loose on the subject. The most im-
portant event in:the history of America, he said, was that Columbus
discovered it, but.he died without realizing what he had discovered.
Similarly the settlers, on arriving at the James River, looked for gold,
and not finding: any-thought they might as well go back to England.
In the confésence in Washington he thought they too were dis-

covering sometiiifig-thore important than bad assessments, which were
just one part oftive bigger problem of reforming property tax so its
misapplication “'would no longer subsidize almost everything we don’t
want for our cities*by undertaxation and no longer penalize what we
do want by ovettaxation.” =

Property tax seform, he said, has to start with providing a sensible

base. We must! fitst ‘correct ‘what's ‘wrong with assessments, but the
principal importance of assessment reform is that once you have good
assessments, then you can go after what is fundamentally wrong with
the property tax.

He pointed out the familiar contrast between the two halves of

the property tax that couldn’t possibly be more different. One half

he said was defined as 2 tax on the unimproved value of land—what
it would be worth if the owner had never done anything to improve
it. He called this the “tax on a value that is 99.44 percent unearned
increment, a value created not by what the owner has done or spent,
but by an enormous investment of other people’s money and other
taxpayers’ money to make land in this location accessible, livable and
richly saleable.”

Consider how big the investment of other people’s money is. To
make one more residence reachable in metropolitan New York the
amount, according to figures of the regional planning association, was
$16,750 in 1965—$20,000 now. On the west coast the figure was only
about $1,000 less for making one more residence around Los Angeles
livable and saleable. This constitutes a subsidy substantially larger than
the farm subsidy and all the subsidies for foreign aid.

Referring to another part of the conference where emphasis was
placed on the fact that underused land is assessed at a very small
fraction of what land that is put to good use is assessed at, he said one
reason for this is that assessors tend to confuse the property tax with
the income tax. If land isn't being used for income they figure you

APRIL, 1971 11

o AR A L h L




can’t collect a big tax on it. The result—land is undertaxed in direct
proportion to its undesuse.

+The other half of the property tax being on the improvement, is
a tax-on what owners have spent their own money for, so heavy taxes
on imprewements will discourage, inhibit and in many cases prevent

“To the best of my knowledge and belief,” said Mr. Prentice,
“heavy taxation of land is the only kind of taxation that actually re-
sults in increasing the available supply. If you put heavy taxes on
production you usually discousage production. But if you put heavy
taxes on land you bring more land out of cold storage.

- Why has private enterprise; which has created such an abundance
of everything else, failed our needs in housing? Because we harness
the profit motive backwards and make it more profitable to let property
decay or lie idle than to put it to goed use. This is one of the biggest
reasons why we have a housing shortage and why America has failed
to develop even one really good city. It is also why it subsidizes slum
formation, urban decay, premature subdivision and sprawl by under-
taxation. It penalizes, discourages and prevents imFmement and good
land use by overtaxation. “So don’t overlook the fact that the goal of
good assessment is property tax reform, for without it you're never

going to meet the need for good housing in this country,” the speaker
warned

_ Referring to a statement made cu:llq- by the Governor of Penn-
sylvania which he thought alamming, namely that the rty tax was
no good and-should be abolished, M. Prentice tol a group of
leaders of the housing industry who weat with him to Europe in 1962
to see what they could learn.

There was lots they could have learned, but they didn’t learn any-
thing, because they kept congratulating themselves that they were giv-
ing home buyers in this country more than the builders were giving
in Europe. In England there is no tax on land as long as it is used
for hunting or admiring the view. France has no property tax at all.
In Switzerland the prices were very high. A house estimated at about
$35,000 by American standards brought $135,000. This, said Mr. Pren-
tice, is what happens when you don’t tax land.

Tometheehjeflumofm'uxiuhndulnuhlhednmq-emour
values: the inurement to inereasingly heavy taxation, the consequent
mmmamﬂﬁummmam;mum.mph

” v Steven Cord, in Equal Rights
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How to Spend the Surplus

by LAURENCE KOBAK

¢«JQ ALDERDASH!"" That's what I say to students of George who express

fears that the single tax would fail to furnish sufficient revenue
for the expenses of government. “One of our biggest problems,” I
tell them, “will be to dispose of the enormous surplus in revenue
which would be generated by the single tax.”

Most of the expense items in federal and local budgets are a
result of our maladjusted economic system. These outlays would dis-
appear once the influence of the single tax had time to exert itself.
Over half of our taxes now go to alleviate effects of poverty. Expend-
itures such as those for welfare, large police forces and most of the
federal regulatory functions, would become unnecessary.

Once the release of human creative energy brought about by
George’s simple reform begins to burst forth, the income raised from
the rent of land would far exceed our expectations. That means gov-
ernments would be faced with an ever-growing surplus. What should
be done with this surplus? Certainly government can think of ways
of spending money for schools, museums, bridges, roads and other
modern-day pyramids ad nauseam. I'd like to think that the state’s
largess would soon reach the point of satiation for most citizens.
Sensing this, some political leader might very well come forward with
a variation of the following proposal: let the surplus be divided equally
without regard to the income of the recipient. The surplus, or social
dividend, might at first amount to a thousand dollars per adult. If he
earned nothing, he would receive a thousand dollars. If his earnings
were $50,000 a year, he would still receive a thousand dollars.

The objections now raised to welfare disbursements could not be
applied to the social dividend. Welfare payments are funded by taxes
on labor and capital. Naturally, producers protest at what amounts
to theft of their property. Such demurrals could not be raised to the
social dividend for it would come from surplus remaining from the
collection of economic rent—that which was left after the necessary
expenses of government. No person’s labor or capital would be taxed
for the social dividend.

I believe that most people would welcome this approach. Other
methods of dealing with the surplus would be far less satisfactory.
For example if the government builds more art museums, it favors
museum goers at the expense of all other citizens. Wouldn't it be
better to give everyone his social dividend and the opportunity to spend
his money on the goods and services he deems most important?

APRIL, 1971 13



Sound good? Well, a social dividend of a thousand dollars is just
the beginning. The single tax economy would grow at a much faster
rate than our present crippled system can achieve. Thus the economic
rent of land would increase and so would the social dividend. I think
it’s reasonable to expect that the dividend would not be long in reach-
ing a level of as much as $5,000 a year.

Not many people would be satisfied with an income of $5,000
a year. Most would choose to work in order to enjoy a higher standard
of living. But for some people leisure is more important than money.
No stigma would be attached to accepting the dividend for it would
be distributed to all without respect to income from other sources.

Michigan’s Georgists sorrowfully report the death of Henry Rogers of
Detroit, an architect, president at 38 of the Urban Design Development (and
planning) group, which he founded in 1966. He was active in other local and
national groups and in the last year he became an enthusiastic advocate of
Henry George’s philosophy and was writing his thesis for a master’s degree on
this subject at the time of his death. A copy of Progress and Poverty was
placed at his side in the casket by his friends who requested that he be dressed
in blue denim working clothes and a construction worker’s hard hat,

“Hank” Rogers had organized classes in economics in his organization, had
bought and distributed 100 books relating to Henry George, and had shown the
film “Better Cities” to black groups and planning organizations. He had been
instrumental in finding employment in the building trades for many qualified
blacks. His understanding and presentation of the LVT principles, when he ad-
dressed civic meetings, were so exceptional that it was hoped he might become
Detroit’s assessor,

L]

Detroit's Committee for Better Cities issues a newsletter edited by Luella
Baron. The film “Better Cities” has been shown 50 times by this group, and
many future bookings are on tap.

The Royal Oak extension under leadership of its director, Robert D, Ben-
ton, has just begun a correspondence course in economics. Four faculty mem-
bers will read papers and lead pupils through the course. This may prove to
be more practical than weekly meetings, although one basic economics class is
being held in Royal Oak at present,

Stanley Rubenstein, director of the HGS Long Island extension, is teach-
ing the basic economics course to 45 students in two senior classes at the
Jericho High School. He is there as a guest lecturer and takes over the class
while the regular instructor sits in the back of the room.

Periodically the HGS extension sent its newsletters to d?a.mnent heads
and teachers of economics in Long Island high schools., In addition speakers
have been sent to economics classes on request, following notification that
they were available. At the Jericho school when this offer was made to the
department head and the teacher, they requested and received permission from
the administrators to invite the guest lecturer.

Mr. Rubenstein, a high school teacher presently on sabbatical leave, is free
to do some writing and to take on such assignments as the above, Considering
the active program he has set up for his Long Island extension it is certain that
he will not loll in idleness.
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REVOLUTION IN THOUGHT (Continued from Page 1)

But they have emerged victorious in the 20th century to discredit all
belief in the possibility of discovering truth. The social sciences be-
came overladen with meaningless statistical studies which dazzled the
unwary student. Popularized half-truths such as those of Marx, cap-
tured his mind and diverted him from inquiring into the studies of
more profound scholars who were either ignored or deemphisized by
the respectable authorities.

The underlying philosophy behind ideas prevalent today must be
combated. How can we hope to find a solution to social problems
when truth is believed to be a matter of opinion that varies with the
individual or, with the time, place or social mores? How can we
argue against the idea that there are no absolutes, that all truth is
subject to change and therefore cannot be relied on or even discussed ?

The essence of the current philosophy is only a pretense and is
not seriously believed. Would the space ship have been launched on
the assumption that truth is in the eyes of the beholder? It is the
reliance on established principles that has allowed us to accomplish all
that we have. Social scientists seem to take the absurd position that
there are two universes: one where man can rely on natural law, and
another where natural law does not apply.

Whether the prevalent philosophy is valid or not may be an open
question but its effect is to lead us away from a simple, direct solution
to our social and economic problems, because according to this philoso-
phy no solution is possible.

The first step must be a return to the idea that cause and effect
in social phenomena can be traced and their observation can lead to a
definite solution of problems. But this involves a total revolution in
the current mode of thought. Only a thorough understanding of
ideas can equip us for this. But so equipped, we become a force to be
reckoned with. Weakness comes from insufficient understanding; un-
dreamed of strength from thorough understanding, The enemy is
much weaker than we think.

SAN FRANCISCO. In March the HGS presented a seminar for over 300
teachers at the annual conference of California Social Studies Teachers. In the
past decade this branch of the HGS has mounted an action program to reach
opinion leaders in the community through conferences, seminars, invitational
classes and the monthly newsletter Analyst.

Several branches of the Northern California HGS now have part-time paid
secretaries and are growing in strength and independence. A new printing press
permits flexibility and economy in meeting the many publication needs. The pur-
chase of two copies of the “Better Cities” film has given their speakers entree
into dozens of community groups in recent months,
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land_. odgy, however, it has become extremely valuable, and in 1969 -
the Deépartment of the Interior realized almost a billion dollars from
nineral and timber rights. This made it the largest money maker for the
govemment outside of the Interna! Revenue Service.

If a billion dollars can be collected annually from what was once
considered worthless land, what would be collected today from the rest
of - the land which was and is considered really worthwhilc?

_* An indication of how enormous the economic rent of the U.S.
must be is brought out by the news that the Interior department in
December accepted 108 bids for drilling space off Louisiana’s western
coast. They totaled $845,832,735. And yet people will say the treatment
of land is secondary to capital. Will they ever learn? -

From the February Gargoyle, NJHGS




