
John U. Fuchs 

JOHN R. Fuchs, a judge, a Georg-
ist, and a Texan of German parent- 

age, has closed his eyes on the coun-
try he loved and hoped would follow 
a lofty course. As a youth he worked 
the land, lived close to nature and 
dreamed dreams. And as a judge in the 
22nd Judicial District Court of Texas 
for 20 years, and until his death on 
July 13th, he was strong in his faith. 
His talks at HGS conference meetings 
were always stirring and eminently 
reasonable. His articles in the HGN 
recall the forceful direction of his 
thoughts. 

"I have no objection whatever to 
government granting to an individual, 
his heirs and assigns forever, the ex-
clusive possession of a tract of land," 
he wrote in the July 1944 HGN. "The 
injustice lies in the fact that we now 
permit the private absorption of its 
rents, issues and profits. Title to land 

a privilege by law, and when our 
federal or state government, exercis-
ing the sovereign power of the people, 
makes the land grant without there-
after collecting annually the full site 
or rent value, it fails to fulfill the very 
essence of its sovereignty. The govern-
ment has no more right to thus grant 
away the common wealth (for that is 
what is happening) than it has to say 
to the grantee, you may be the sole 
judge of any dispute arising between 
you and any other citizen as to the 
use, rents, issues and profits or any 
other question arising in connection 
with your possession of this land. 

"It is not the function of the courts 
to make laws. A court cannot make or 
change economic laws. It can and has 
made decisions that compel men to 
violate immutable economic laws. The 
people alone, through their legal rep-
resentatives, must declare the policy of 
the state. Such policy laid down in our 
Declaration of Independence and Bill 
of Rights is in harmony with the fun- 
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damental natural laws of political 
economy, and when violated there can 
be no justice 

A few years later (HGS, Novem-
ber 1951) he wrote, "The phrase 'wel-
fare of the people' means nothing. 
It is the last refuge of every scoun-
drel who ever sat in a position of 
power. . . . The general welfare clause 
in the Constitution of the United 
States grants no power. If it did we 
could abolish the rest of the Constitu-
tion. We would then have government 
by men instead of by law. That is ex-
actly what every dictator wants. (That 
is what FDR wanted when he told the 
Congressmen, 'don't worry about the 
constitutionality of the act so long as 
it is for the general welfare'.) Every 
piece of special privilege legislation. 
from the protective tariff up and down, 
has been enacted for the 'general wel-
fare.' 

Two years later (HGN, March 
1953) he wrote, "Our present tax sys-
tem decreases production, making ev-
ery taxpayer a tax-collector. Indirect 
taxation leads to extravagence in gov-
ernment with the consumer paying the 
taxes . . . Individual incentive is every -
where destroyed when government 
takes too large a slice of what man cre-
ates by his skill and industry. This 
practice, we know, lessens output and 
gradually diminishes the country's 
wealth. 

"What about a tax on land accord-
ing to its value minus all the improve-
ments thereon? I would rather call it 
a tax on the privilege of using valu-
able land. A tax on the site value of 
land has wholesome effects which are 
far reaching, for valuable land will 
then not be held out of use. All things 
needed to develop land become sud-
denly tax-free and therefore cheaper. 
Thus production is stimulated enor-
mously." 

In 1956 (HGN, November) he  
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called on the legal profession to try to 
establish a sounder system of taxation. 
He said "double taxation" of the indi-
vidual and the land was the thing that 
led to socialism. By the simple means 
of dropping personal taxes 5 percent 
in the first year and boosting economic 
rent 5 percent he believed personal 
taxes could be painlessly eliminated. 

In a book published that year, Con-
structive Taxation for Free Enterprise, 
he gave a "clear and thorough expla-
nation of the principles of land value 
taxation," according to Dorothy Sara's 
review in HGN, relating them to the 
current scene and tracing economic dif-
ficulties to their statutory source. In a 
chapter addressed to lawyers he em-
phasized that the legal profession 
should make itself informed about 
land value taxation, saying the states-
man-lawyer must distinguish between 
fundamental rights and mere privileges 
created by law. 

Judge Fuchs never believed that im-
portant gains were made without ef-
fort. He said, "the best methods of 
approach may not be found until we 
Georgists get strong enough to invoke 
open and public opposition." He be-
lieved our leaders must be politicians 
in the best sense of the word, and that 

(Continued from page 1) 

are contradictory; but one can see, on 
examination, that none of the above 
statements conforms to a universal hu-
man right. They are all statements of 
claims for things which everybody has 
the alleged right to compel everybody 
to provide. If A has the right to well-
paid employment with paid holidays, 
B must necessarily provide it; but if 
B has the same right, then A must 
also provide B with the same. This is 
not a statement of universal human 
rights in the enjoyment of which all 
might freely provide for themselves; 

the practical statesman must be willing 
to compromise, since most of the 
world's progress has been accomplished 
through compromise. 

Twenty years ago he wrote, "There 
never was a more opportune time to 
hammer home Georgism than now, by 
demonstrating that our present tax sys-
tem plays directly into the hands of the 
socialists and communists." 

For this breed of men who had such 
great hopes for our young Republic 
death is perhaps a merciful release. 
The judge left among his intimate 
friends a touching published record of 
his early life and his marriage which 
was ideally happy. Two children born 
to that marriage survive, a son, Mark 
V. of New Braunfels, also a lawyer 
and John P., an educator. 

His last visit with Georgist friends 
was in 1964 when he came to the 

'school's international conference in 
New York in the company of Foxhall 
Parker of Texas, now deceased. His 
quality and regard for others are re-
flected in the gentle statement, "A 
great and lasting personal reward has 
come to me through Georgism, in that 
I have made many friends, and these 
friendships I value among the richest 
treasures of my life." 

it is a code of regulations for a de-
pendent world. Such statements might 
have been drawn up by a committee of 
well-meaning persons, who, taking 
slavery for granted, were concerned 
to ensure that the slaves were well 
treated; allowing the inspector, how-
ever, wide discretion in interpreting 
what shall be "reasonable," "ade-
quate," conducive to the "general wel-
fare," etc. All is based on the accept-
ance of compulsion as a necessary and 
permanent element in human rights. 

Totalitarian regimes find it neces-
sary to set up prison camps in which 
those who seek truth independently, 
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