Ralph Maurice Dreyfuss

“Maury” Dreyfuss and his wife and
friends were a gay and smiling group
at the closing banquet of the recent
conference. We are glad to recall this,
for soon afterward he was seized by a
heart attack and died on October 12th.
For more than 25 years he has been a
loyal teacher, dating back to the school
on 79th Street. His Saturday classes
had an air. Students knew that he
“spoke with authority.”

What can we say of these faithful
ones who die on the field of bartle?
We can say he has been a
contributor all these years, but he gave
far more than money. While ing
over his unique contribution we
searched out copies of his correspond-
ence over several years,

- He had written letters which elicited
replies from national ines, news-

drew his attention and he kepe in close
connection with the director of re-
search in the New York State Division
of Housing.

Letters were always addressed to an
individual and stated objectively but
firmly, “If we want to mainain a gen-
uine free enterprise economy within
the framework of comrﬁeritive capital-
ism we must get at the root of our
economic difficulties,”” he wrote to the
vice president of a chemical company.
“Allptaxcs on capital and labor prog-
ucts are deterrents to production. We
cannot play fast and loose. The com-
munists have a solution, albeit a false
one, but we put our heads in the sand
and avoid the question.”

Since he had a large acquaintance-
ship in the movement he wrote to
many Georgists. To one in the Mid-
west he explained: “In many of my
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letters I do not mention George or
single tax. I merely point out the fool-
ishness of taxing products of labor. Of
course any competent economist could
see that I am a Georgist.”

He was against “rulings or laws
contrary to state’s rights and local self
government as called for in the Con-
sticution of the United States.” To a
member on the House Rules Com-
mittee he voiced strong opposition to
a bill which “merely involves the gov-
ernment in additional activities that
should be left to private enterprise.”

To a liberal Senator he wrote: “The
increasing tendency toward socializa-
tion makes it incumbent on us to offer
suggestions. As you no doubt appre-
ciate, the present free spending ap-

roach and the heavy tax burden on
r and capital are adversely affectin

our economy and hastening the day o
m:kou.in;ngmgh inflation and deficit

a volume of Georgist books and pam-
Ehlet.s totalling as much as the sum of

is generous contributions to the work
of the school. It is astonishing to dis-
cover what a vast number of persons

his dear family from the HGS staff
and from his students far and wide
who must number many hundreds,
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