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The Last Campaign

Charles Ingersoll and William McNatr Died “In the Line of Duty”
Mr. McNair’s Office Will Be Headguarters of Henry George School

N SEPTEMBER Zi, 1948, at the age of

vighty-two, the colosful carcer of Chades
Heory Iugessoll was ended. He died in Me-
morisl Hospital, O , New Jersey, from s
shull fracture sustained the night before when
he alighted from his car to inquire ditections
and was hit by a passing motorisz. With him
al the time of the accident was Mr. J. Rupert
Mason of San Francisco. The pair had at-
tended the Decentoalist Conference in Hesshey,
Pzunsylvania, and were bound for Llewellyn
Patk, New Jersey, where Mr, Ingersoll had
mude his bome with Mus, Joseph D, Scheerer,
one of his four remaining daughters.

Born ot a farm near Delts, Michigan, in
186%, the son of Orville Boadinot and Mary
Eltzabeth Beers Ingersoll, the decoased came to
New York as a boy of foucteen and went into
business with his late brother, Robest, At fast
they mapufactured and sold rubber stamps.
Then, in 1892, they Jaunched “the watch that
made the dollar fmwu.s.t'; 'fl'his d;c;‘p, lﬁ-
ticking timepiece cought the fancy of the public
and ughm?:’i?:;& miﬁ.ilftl: of them were marketed
before the fum, operating as R. G. Ingersoll &
Bro., sold out to the Waterbury Clock Com-
pany ia the late 1920s.

Mt Ingersell liked to reminisce that it was
st his hone in Scuth Orange that Woodrow
Wilson, then president of Princeton University,
met Willlam Jeanings Bryan. The friendship
ripencd and Bryan nominated Wilson for Presi-
dent at the Democeatic Convention which se-
lected him. In 1934, Mr, Ingersoll, himself,
made o bid for public office, muning for Goy-
ernore of New Jersey as an Independent, on 2
platfoem advocating seform “of ous senseless
tax system which punishes those who employ
labet and capital’

For many years Mr, Ingersoll was director
and president of the National Jewelers Board
of Trade. Later he became pssociated with In.
dustrial Tax Relief, Inc., the United States of
Europe Association, the Joseph Fels Fund, the
Henry Cmrﬁjﬂfﬂmﬁaﬁm of Pittsburgh and
the Robert Schalkenbach Foundation,

A chance strect-cornes conversation in 1880
led Mr. lagersoll to the study of Progress amd
Paverty n::lls thercafter be was in the %anfmnt
of Gt:o:(aist activity, His first vote was cast for
Henry George in the mayotalty campaign in
1886, An caly member of the attan
Single Tax Club, founded in 1888, Mr. Inges-
soll took a lively part in the club’s wotk and
in 1931 became its president. Although the
club was dormant in recent years, Me, Ingersoll
continued to maintain an office at 1165 Broad-
way, New York, from which location he also
published sporadically, a four-page r called
“democracy.” During his lifetime, Mr. Inger-
soll ;)jaokc over thirty radio stations and de-
livered hundeeds of lectures in the United
States and Canade, all on economic subjects.

Well known and sdmired throughout the
ranks of those who lsbor for the advancement
of the Henty George ideas, many will mourn
with this writer the passing of 2n old friend.

-V, G, PoToRsSON

We opened our mnmfg aewspapars in New
York en 10 unm.red
for the headline, "W, H. McNair, Ex-Pittsburgh
Mayor, Is Dead.” Under the 3t Loais date-line
we read, "He was scheduled to address a dianer
audience here,” and well we knew this refetred
to the St. Louis Henty George School Com-
mencement on September Sth. It was probably
the first appointmens he ever made that he
dida't keep. .

M. Mc';lair was mayor of Pittsburgh from
1933 to 1936, during which time he ndmine
istered the Pittsbuegh Graded Tax Law, with
the result that Pi gh enjoys « distinct ad-
vantage over numerous inultiple-rax cities. Be-
cause his associates during his term of office
could not undetstand what he was trging to do,
he introduced classes in fundamental economics
to which public officials were invited. Richard
Howe is one of many who came under the
mayor's influence during that time and who has
continued to work for the same ideas,

“McNair's death was a great shock to us,
especially those of us who saw him frequeatly,”

“Wwrote Richard Haowe, "There was no effort too

great for him to exert for our cause. Ha koew
his beart was weak and he kept it to himself,
Even Mrs. MclNair did not know,”

William McNair was clected to the Pennsyl-
vanie Legislature in 1944 and was a candidate
for te-clection to that body. He was a la by
profession, but he will be remembered by
George News readlers as the motivatiag center
of Pittsburgh's Georgist group. In "The Pit of
Pittsburgh,™ an articie ohich appsared in this
paper in November, 1946, Mr. McNair stated
that about three miilion dollars of tuxes had
been shifted from the small home-owner to the
large Jdowntewn land speculator. In the same
article he wrote, “"Efforts have been made by the
speculators to adopt the wage tax as Philaded-
phia and Toledo have done lately, A sles tax
is also advocated. Why does Pittsbuegh keep
away from all these t2xes so prevalent in other
communities? Call it our folkway or custom or
what you will, we steer ciear of ail of them.”

Shorter asticles have aEpmed In the News
since, and always his ability to detect injustice
and to reveal a hopeful solution, has been clear-
Iy evident, Often encouraging postals addressed

to the editor in his fauniliar handwriting, would
conkin some such comment as, "the readin
makker in yous ast issue is exceptionally good,
On these was printed the warning: "Untax in.
dustey by tuking cornmuaity produced rent for
community needs. Read Progress and Poveriy
by Henry George.”

Frequently he made suggestions for wider
promation of the News, and though modesty
prevented us from following up these sugges-
tiops or printing the commendatory statements,
that did not deser him from keeping up « one-
man campaign for new subscziptions, It is quite
lzkxi‘:hat We are indebted for peacly all our
Pittsburgh readers to the Geotglst who believed
in backing up convictions with deeds,

A year ago, speaking to a small geoup ia
Nen_f York, M, McNair said, " A man docs not
fieed to sacrifice bis business o take public of-
fice . . . he does not need to ba a lone vagle, he
has the truth with hioy and if he leacns how to
ik the lnaguage of the people and not nse
sg;:nge words, that truth will get people on his
side.

"This is a democracy,” he reminded s, "and
some one has 1o hold public office. Othier things
being equal, 2 trained economist s the best man
for running the govetnment, If you belicve that
government should be run by natural laws, what
hasm is thete in going to the legislature and
veting for that kind of law, even if you stand
slone? Yeu are alone because those who think
as you do, who believe in your idens, bury them.
seives in o cleister and have a pleasant titme con-
templating the wonders of natural law and let
others go out and take the knocks. Let us get
awdy from the kindergarten concept wnd take
muT face iE the battle line.”

his willingness to give his steength and
spirit for tb:slzin in ﬁ'hich he bal?ggd has
characterized Mr. McNair's whole cazeer, His
untimely death came at the age of 67,

Lettees from the ex-mayor, frequently un.
dated, had an effervescent, hastily - conceived,
hastily-executed <quality. A pecent one without
date, is typieal:

"If you use this do uot mentict my name, as
uly Mecnonite friends do not believe in col-
lects. [We are sure no one will mind now]

"The following pew collect has been sug-
gested as an addition ta the prayer boak:

“Almighty God, who .'mf revealed to us the
laws of production by which we are sustained,
graitt us, we beseech Thee, tuch wirdom that we
niay sinderstand the laws of distibution from
the comman frnd to supply onr comman wants,
io that we may live in peace and plonty,

"I submir this in all due reverence,” wrote
Mayor McNair, “for since the last revision of
the prayer book, much new knowledge lias beea
scquiced as to the fundemental laws of living
together, which if osed would abolish poverty
and war. It is unbelievable that an Omnipotent
and All Wise Father would have established
laws of chemistry, physics, netonautics, ste, by
which our production has been so greatly ex-
panded—would have revealed these laws to us
and made wealth so plentiful—and not have
established laws for the just distribution of

(Continued an Page Six, Col, One)
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these goods, Henry Georgs discovered this Jaw
that the rommea fond should sepply the com-
mon wants. We sheuld be thankful for this rev-
clation and pray that more would have the wis-
dom to vnderstand it

This. we believe, constinutes & Stting epir.agt:
for cur beloved friend who tan ne longer bz
reached at 725 Bakewell Building, which now
becomes the address of the Pittsbusgh extension.

A tempuriry committer, mesting in Marie
L. Bove's office adoining Mz MONAr's, az-
ranged shostly aftee his death, 1o teat the ex-
mayor's office and convert it inte headguarters
for the Hemry George Schoo! in Pitsburgh, as
a memorial.

No more fitting fribute conld be paid to
William N. McNair by these who fecd they owe
him an undying debt of gratizade, The person
who is making Amascially possible the contimy-
ation of Mr. McNair's office as whool head-
quarbers, Wishes t0 remain angnymons, )

Priends of the deceased, both new and old, in
Chigago, St Louis, Boston, New Yok acd
other cities where he was well known, extend
sympathy to My, McNaiz—also to members of
the Hungry Club and other ioper cicclss whese
the smiling, friendly perscnality of “Bill" Mc-
Ntz will be sorely missed.

St, Louis -

M.won WILLIAM NISSLEY McNAIR

addressed the sceond Commerce and Fi-
nauce funcheon in 8t Lows ar the Mark Twain
Hotel on September 9th, where he discussed the
"Pitsbuzgh Plan of Public Revenue” Three
claily newspapers caried stories of this address
and sll stressed the theme: “Pittsbargh Plan of
Heavy Tax on Land Usged for St Lonis”

Present jn the sudience were vistors from St
Louis industry including & representative from
one of the world’s fargest shoe manufaciuting
eoncerns, an outstaading nanufacturer of elec-
trival equipment, exetutives from a small sheel
fabricating company, a lasge chemicn! company,
and the printing bosiness; as well as members
of the 5t. Lonis Chamber of Cammerce and of
the city government's coratrpallers” and assesss
oss” department. B, M, Nevins presided and io-
teoduced the Ex-cayer of Pittsburgh,

The St Louis Globe-Domoerat queted Mr,
McNair as saying: “Adopticn of the pha in
Pitlsburgh bas encouraged wew construction,
disconraged speculation i fand and increased
the purchasing power of hundreds of thonsands
of residents,” )

The 8t. Louis Peat.Dispatch took this from
Mayor McNair's tlk: “The Pittsburgh graded
tax, ag it is called, cncoursges now building, dis-
courages spaculation in jand and helps shaft the
tux burden {rom small home-owners to wealthy
landowners.”

NEXT MONTH

Henry George and the
Problems of Our Time
By GLENN E. HOOVER
Prafessor, Evanomicy and Sociolagy
Milly Coillepe—=Oakiznd, Caiifornia

An Address at the
Herny Guorar Binriay Disser
Los Angeles, September 2, 1948

The St Louis extension of the Henry George
School planned to celebrate its formal opening
of the 10th year of school werk with observance
of the 109th Anniversary of the birth of Henry
George at 4 dinner mecting on Sth.
The guest speaker for this cccasion was also to
have been Honorzble William N. McNair.

Some eighty friends and graduates of the
school assembled at the St. Louks downtown Y.
M. C A, with B E. Hansen as chairman for the
meeting. Cectificates were handed to members
of St is’ first summer session in basic eco-
comics.

When the speaker, Mr, McNais, failed to 2p-
pear, B. M. Nevins and Edward B. Case set out
to find him. They were told 2t the hotel that
word had beea received of his death st Usion
Station whete he had mken his wife to catch 2
teain for Houston. The Mayor suffered 2 heast
attack while leaving the train, Unfortunately it
was not known by those seeking to aid the
stricken nan, that Mrs, McNair was on the
teain {which did not keave the station for some
twenty minates following). Mrs, BeNair re.
ceived the news by wire at Hismark, Missousi,
though from a description given by a womin
who had tried to sid him, she knew it was
her husband. ,

Foliowing receipt of this teagic news, the an-
nouncement was made of Mr, MeNait's death
andd at the sug}gestian of Joszph Widmer the sa-
dience stood for a few moments of silent com-
munion and tribute, and the meeting adjourned,

AL St. Louis papers published accounts of
the Ex-mayor's passing, and the Post-Dispatch
reported: "McNai:'s‘iﬁr.d: caused the cancella-
tion of the observance of the anmiversary of
Heney Ge:ge, whos: single tax propasals were

eathusiastically advocated by Mr.  McNair
throughout his lon% political career.”
We are sorry to lose him. T am sure alb will

fzel he died on 1 battle froat fighting for prin-
cples to which his life had been devoied. It's
oe of Jife's little ways of letting us know ust
wha is boss. —Noau D, Arper

Chicago

“TODAY is Wew Year's Day," said Mrs.
Ldith Belle Matts, daily volunteer at
headquarters, referring to the day after Labor
Day. And she was right, for at that time vaca-
tioning graduates came back to work in earnest
for the school's "new yeat” of clusses opening
October 4th. The graduates launched a double-
barrelled campaign for entollments and funds
on September 8th, starting a program of 1,000
personal calls over the C:Em‘ ‘59 area. The calls
involved a request for financial support but were
also 2n effective means of distributing the class
literature. Each graduste called was asked to
hand out five of the new fall *48 bulletins to his
friends, Leaders of this campaign had previous

viJuable experience in two campaigos in June.
The drive for students has been fortified by
4 series of three newspiper advertisements in
two metropolitan papers, and by free newspaper

blicity, A story on the ¢ ign in the Sun.
ﬁf Chicago Tribune br Walter Tefo,

West Side regional chsirman, nioe telephone
calls from friends and business associates in-
quiring abnut the campaign and classes.

A new venture in class promoting is under
way at Milwavkee, which is serviced by the Chi-
tago school. Klaus L. Hansen, engineer-invent-
or, is seeking encollmants by a direct appeal ro
pastors of the more than 200 churches in Mil.
wankwe, Basis of his appeal is the report on "the
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church and disorder of society,” submitted at
the World Conncil of Churehes meeting in Am-
steedam cecently, and ''commended to chusches
for their serious consideration and appropriste
action.”

Aun advisosy coundl of thirty-pac member: of
the Commercs and Industey group met at a
iuncheon on September &th, to discuss and make
recommendations for the year’s program. In &
poll of the members, 14 expressed the wish to

sticipate in a bi-wedkly seminar. Selecting

rom seven fexts wggested} as @ springboard for

discussion, the grovp showed » preference for
the werks of Dr. Harry Gunnison Brown, par.
ticulaely The Ecomomic Basir of Tax Reform,
His talk before the geoup in June feft many
with 2 desire to know more of Professor
Brown's economic analpsis,

Featuzred this term for the fiest time is an ad-
vanced course, “The Thought and Systemn of
Henty George,” o downtown seminar to be
taught by Gustave Carus, attorney, tencher and
tn]ureedﬂf u;f sc_h?ol. T}!iis ;emmaG £ will include
selected readings from Henty George's writings,
from The Philosophy ajrrHeuor;seGm- L;ﬂfy
Geotge Raymond Geiger, The Theory of H
man Progression by Patrick Edward Dove, and
other outside reading,

Honors have been coming to school Folk and
their families. June Leslic Monroe, hmdt{uar‘
ters volunteer and f4-year-0ld daughter of lobn
Monsoe, in September wor the ancusl Senior
Bailet Award of the Edna L. McRae School of
the Dance, aftet a competitive exbibition in the
Fine Acts building. A seven-month student of
ballet, Jane competed with advanced students
ranging in age from 14 to 20. Recciving honor-
able mention in a photegrapher s beauty contest
secently was Carol Frenzel, four-year-old daugh.
ter of faculty member Heroan Fronzel.

The Chicago school, his frequent hogt, is sad-
dened by the deuth of Pittsbuegh's William N,
MeNair, who, until the lust, fonght for legisla-
tion and practices based on the principles of
economic Jnstice. Whan MeNaiz came to ':;cnk_,
it always meant “zood box office” for the schaool,
The earliest memory is of hiy address at its first
commencement in 1934, This year ke addressed
the Commerce and Industey luncheon in March,
aod in May spoke at a special hearing arranged
for him before the Commission on Revenue
Laws of the Sute of Tllinols, under the provi-
sion of the General Assembly.

Dan Brink, ¢ former Chicago resident, who
w in Ouk Ridge for construction wark,
wrate in a letter published in the News, of his
lonesome but persistent attempt to introduce
the boak Progress and Pouverty into the public
library. Ha now has succeeded in including in
a_local extension couse sponsored b{lthe Di-
vision of Ousk Ridge Schools and the University
of Tennesses, a serie:; {ﬁ free courses dealin
with the philosophy ency George in socia
science, ofll’m:?fmmfaf B&Llr?;mr‘rt. %.ouc boaks

George serve as texls in this course which
was listed in a prospectus mailed out to 10,000
PE}'ID!).'L

“The principles of the text, Propross and
Peverty,” we tead in this prospectus, “are ap-
plicable for study today, though the book was
written in 1879, The subtitle indicates the im-
portance of this study: "An inguiry into the
cause of industrial depressions and of increase
of want with incrense of wealth; the remedy'.”

For this particclar Oak Ridge experiment,
vou can best leaca of results by watching futute
copies of The Henry Georgre News.



