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From the Miramichi Press, Chatham, N 

Cheers for the Chief 

THE beautiful Centennial Bridge 
over the Miramichi River, symbol 

of progress in New Brunswick, was 
opened officially at Chatham on Sep-
tember 30th, three weeks after its chief 
engineer, Archibald McColl had been 
seriously injured in an automobile col-
lisio'n. 

Arc h :was referred to in his ab-
sence as the controversial engineer 
who made a multitude of friends on 
the Miramichi" and wrote many fine 
articles that were published in their 
newspaper in the past few years. Some 
of these were written for HGN and 
later republished in Canadian newspa-
pers - "Canada Has the Most" (July 
1964 HGN) and "There'll Always Be 
a Canada" (November 1964 HGN). 

The three-quarter-mile bridge soars 
121 feet above the water level and cul-
minates 50 years of effort to achieve 
an adequate river crossing. During the 
three years Archie was supervising 
construction he studied the country and 
conditions of the people around him. 
He expressed his ideas in letters to 
the editor of the Miramichi Press, 
Bill Walls, and •so gripping was his 
analysis, based on land value taxation, 
that he was welcomed as a friend and 
guest speaker at local meetings. After 
a time the people began to feel at 
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home with his thrusts of logic which, 
even when they smarted, had the pene-
trating stab of truth. 

Perhaps it is just as well that Archie 
was) spared the embarrassing plaudits 
due him at the bridge opening, for he 
is a modest man. The only time he has 
been known to indulge in a bit of 
pride was when (Jan. 1966 HGN) he 
felt he had done some good back there 
at Chatham. He made no mention of 
the bridge, but said the Premier of 
New Brunswick had abolished the poll 
tax, personal property tax, and three 
other municipal taxes. 

Thereafter, his work completed, he 
withdrew from that scene of natural 
beauty, and went back to a hundred-
acre farm at the edge of Toronto in 
Ontario ("more nut houses than any 
other Province.") He told about it in 
"My Canada and My Ire" (January 
1967 I4GN, "home again, richer in 
knowledge"). Far from the soaring 
symmetry of the Miramichi Bridge he 
still has things to say to his fellow 
Canadians about the fierce need to ban-
ish corruption and build a structure of 
justice for survival. Will they listen? 

From every setback some lesson can 
be learned. Arch McColl has lived 
through many trials in many parts of 
the world. Our prediction is that he 



has still more enduring bridges to 
build, even though he may never be 
present when the credits are given- out. 
His rugged spirit will continue to fling 
steely barbs across the confusion of the 
day ("Canada's cities are full of soft-
ies.") Nevertheless he- wrote (August, 
1966) "Come to Canada (richest 

country on earth), Get Rich." 
Nothing good is -ever lost--no ideal-

ism is without influence. The "contro-
versial engineer" is now convalesc-
ing outside the hospital. We look for 
his recovery and add our profound re-
spect to that of his countrymen who 
hail him as Chief. 
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- 	by STAN RUBENSTEIN 

IN AN analysis of the causes of the 
- American Revolution, an historian 

would encounter an avalanche of criti-
cism to proclaim categorically that one 
cause was responsible for the War of 
Independence. However; that does not 
negate or diminish the relative import-
ance of causes—for certain causes are 
more important than others. As Georg. 
ists our frame of reference is directed 
in the theater of land and an exami-
nation of its importance is in order. 

Following the termination of the 
French and Indian War in 1763, 
French influence had been eliminated 
from a major portion of North Amer-
ica, leaving England as the leading 
colonial power. England, in her desire 
to placate the Indians and also to re-
tain control of the colonial population 
within the geographical confines of the 
thirteen colonies, issued, via King 
George III, the Royal Order of 1763. 
This proclamation forbade any colonial 
government from granting land beyond 
the Appalachian Mountains. This in-
cluded all territory between the crest 
of the Alleghenies and the Mississippi 
from -Florida to 50 degrees North lati-
tude. Western migration was thus dis-
couraged and the crown had the power 
to dispose of this large section of real 
estate. In addition, any settlers who 
had previously migrated to this area 
had to withdraw to the thirteen col- 

onies. Although this measure was de-
signed to be only temporary, in order 
to allay the fears of the Indians, the 
colonists were alarmed and viewed the 
proclamation as arbitrary and an un-
necessary obstacle to westward expan-
sthn. - - 

The effects on land speculators, es-
pecially in the vicinity of the Ohio 
Valley, were damaging, particularly to 
the Ohio Company and the Mississippi 
Company, - who -tried, unsuccessfully, to 
obtain grants from the British govern-
ment. One land speculator, later to 
become the first president of the Uni-
ted States, was especially disturbed—
for Washington, and other Virginians, 
had been promised over 200,000 acres 
for their part in cooperating with the 
English against the French in the 
French and Indian War. 

The seeds of the American Revolu-
tion had been planted and the Royal 
Order of 1763 played no small part in 
causing dissatisfaction amongst the col-
onists. Thirteen - years later one of the 
grievances in the Declaration of Inde-
pendence was that the English king 
refused "to pass others to encourage 
their migration hither, and raising the 
conditions of new Appropriations of 
Lands". 

Stan Rubenstein, director of the 
Long Island HGS extension, - promise! 
more -articles in this vein. 
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