
The Ci, ljizjned 9aih,pe 
'ALL Come," said the Fairhope 
Courier, and many did, on No-

vember 15th, to celebrate the 75th an-
niversary of the founding of the only 
remaining single tax colony in the 
United States. When 7 families, 25 
people, arrived from Vancouver B.C. 
in 1894 Fairhope was a "cow pasture 
with a name and a dream of things to 
come." The settlers however had made 
careful plans before arriving—one was 
for a newspaper, The Fairhope Courier, 
established the same year, with E. B. 
Gaston as editor, and still thriving. 

Fairhope has gone modern, yet the 
founders' idea is still discernible. The 
city has grown, states the Courier, be-
cause the "single tax" idea promotes 
growth. "Other factors also influenced 
growth, but the other factors worked 
in the rest of the towns around Fair-
ho as they did here—the only 
difference was the Fairhope applica-
tion of Henry George's ideas.... Why 
hasn't anyone else tried it if it is so 
good? They have—with variations. But 
they failed because of the variations. 
In every case they 'improved' on Henry 
George's scheme - but the improve-
ments wrecked the procedure every 
time." 

HG Extension 
Claude W. Arnold is the HGS di-

rector in Fairhope. He was present at 
the school's annual conference in Chi-
cago to answer the questions that are 
always asked about this unique settle-
ment. 

"The single tax will work," he said, 
"because it has worked in practice and 
application for 75 years in a city with 
a population of approximately 7,000, 
incorporated under the laws of the 
State of Alabama. 

"Although the settlement started in 
a sparsely populated wilderness, in a 
little over ten years the town had 
grown and the ideas elucidated by 

George had worked -so effectively that 
the founders were forced to make the 
colony a regularly incorporated town, 
in order to be able to levy taxes on the 
population that had accumulated 
around the perimeter and was freely 
making use of the progressive advan-
tages offered by the Fairhope colonists. 

"Fairhope has had significance for 
Georgists since 1908 as the first and 
oldest single tax colony in the country. 
The Fairhope Single Tax Corporation, 
chartered under a special act of the 
state legislature in 1904, is the largest 
single landowner in the incorporated, 
city. Colony lands are leased on a first 
come, first served, basis, on 99-year 
leases which are freely transferable 
with a practical minimum of red tape. 
At present the transfer rate is probably 
more than 100 a year. 

"The avowed intention of the cor-
poration is to collect the full rental 
value of the land leases out to indi-
viduals. The goal is not always 
achieved but the purpose remains 
firm, and the rents are in an almost 
continual state of adjustment. Taxes on 
land and improvements are paid for 
the lessees out of the rent collected. 
The considerable residue is used to pay 
administrative costs and to install pub-
lic improvements." 

Here are some additional reasons 
why people benefit by leasing land in 
Fairhope: access to land almost free, 
possession of land with nominal cost, 
guaranteed title to land, simplified as-
sessments and tax payments, property 
tax and automobile tax refunded, less 
money required to start a business. 

Also, free cemetery space granted 
resident lessees, rent paid cannot be 
used to buy-more land, rent collected 
must be spent for community benefih. 
and cannot go to corporation members 
as dividends. The Colony does not im-
pose taxes, it only pays them. 
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