
In Forests and Valleys, in Cities and Hamlets, 
People Must Be Forever Concerned With Justice 

IN New Hampshire, the state 
which HGS executive William L. 

Hall calls home, there has been a bat-
tle in the news media over the best 
way of meeting the budget. The con-
test is between those who may have 
been influenced by the single tax logic 
of the late tax commissioner, George 
H. Duncan, or by the editorial reason-
mg of Richard Noyes, also of Jaffrey; 
and those others who, unmindful of 
how lucky they are, are pleading for 
the onerous sales and income taxes 
which the state has so far mercifully 
escaped. 

Here is a letter by Citizen Hall 
which clattered through the presses of 
9 dailies and 35 weeklies in New 
Hampshire and caused many news-
paper pages to flutter: 

The gospel-shouters of salvation 
through sales and income taxation have 
let loose another blast at our aching 
eardrums. This time it's the Demo-
cratic Study Forum,' bearing a title 
nearly as euphonious as Citizens' 
Council for a Better New Hampshire,' 
or as authoritative-sounding as 'New 
Hampshire Education Association.' 
Not long ago the Council of Churches, 
which doubtless has divine inspiration 
and doesn't need to study much, also 
added its voice to the hymns of praise 
for 'broad-based taxation.' 

'I have yet to see a 'study' which 
proved that money spent by political 
establishments is spent to better ad-
vantage than money spent by those 
who rightfully earned it; that the 
state can acquire money in any other 
fashion than by extracting it from the 
taxation of those who are to be the 
presumed beneficiaries of its largesse; 
that the states with high taxes are for 
that reason better places to live than 
New Hampshire; that states with in- 

come taxes and general sales taxes have 
reduced 'property' taxes; that taxes de-
signed to 'soak the rich' benefit the 
poor, or, in sum, that compulsion is 
preferable to individual liberty. 

"Perhaps it will eventually occur to 
truly earnest and honest students of 
the basic problems which confront all 
peoples of all states that there is a dis-
tinction of crucial importance between 
land (natural resources) and the prod-
ucts of human labor—that it is wise to 
'tax' the value of the former and to 
untax the latter. Such a policy would 
tend to assure to all living people their 
natural and equal right to the earth 
upon which all must live—in other 
words, to establish justice. Nothing 
else will suffice." 

Vote NO 

On September 26th Richard Noyes, 
editor of the Monadnock Ledger in 
Jaftry, dealt with this crucial issue in 
the following editorial, under the title, 
Vote NO: 

"There will be ten proposed amend-
ments to New Hampshire's Constitu-
tion on the ballot in November. One 
of them is dangerous. Amendment 
Seven is beginning to be famous be-
cause a great deal of money is being 
spent to make it so. 

"The advocates of the proposition 
have formed an organization called 
SPACE for a Statewide Program of 
Action to Conserve our Environment. 
Sounds good. As usual in such cases the 
title is blessed, and so are the stated 
aims and purposes. 

"SPACE insists it wants to 'conserve 
New Hampshire's remaining open 
space; preserve its unparalleled scenic 
beauty and natural environment; and 
promote growth which is wise and 
orderly, rather than haphazard.' One 
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would think that with such a blessed 
title and such noble purposes it would 
sell itself. 

'The fact is that SPACE is expen-
sive. It was originally budgeted at 
$35,000, to be used for promotion and 
public relations. The group is looking 
now for an additional $12,000 to fully 
fund its program. Now that is a lot of 
money to spend on just one simple Con-
stitutional amendment. It is more or 
less the amount of money a guberna-
torial candidate expects to spend in a 
primary campaign to win the nomina-
tion. 

"Why so much money? Just what is 
at stake? It is not the purpose here to 
impugn the motives of SPACE or to 
question their sincerity. It is the pur-
pose, however, to challenge their claim 
that Amendment Seven will or can ac-
complish those noble ends. 

'Amendment Seven would, instead, 
strike very deeply at New Hampshire's 
uniquely sound tax structure. It could 
and quite probably would lead us di-
rectly to the sales or income tax New 
Hampshire people want to avoid. The 
public debate so far has dealt in gener-
alities, and glittering ones at that. We 
prefer to talk specifics. 

"The magic trick Amendment Seven 
would work is quite simply to allow 
Selectmen, as tax assessors, to value 
unused or underused land differently 
from land which is supporting our 
economy. The owner would pay less 
taxes for not using the land, or for 
using it less productively, and there-
fore would be able to bear the cost of 
such a 'sacrifice.' 

"A particular case in point: Eastman 
Pond in the town of Grantham is for  

sale right now for $750,000. There 
are no cottages on it. The tract of land 
includes some 2,500 acres, with about 
10,000 feet of vacant frontage on the 
145-acre lake. 

"It is owned by the North American 
Rockwell Corporation, one of the coun-
try's giants, having been purchased 
along with the Draper Corporation of 
Beebe River. It is a little difficult to 
determine exactly the tax value of the 
property since Draper Corporation, - 
now North American Rockwell, owns 
3,632 acres in Grantham, or about one 
sixth of the entire town. 

"The acreage is apparently valued 
at $36,320, while the lake frontage 
adds another $40,000 or a total of 
$76,320, which is a little more than one 
tenth of the asking price. Now that 
kind of differential is serious enough 
in itself. But what could happen to 
Eastman Pond if Amendment Seven 
is approved? 

"It could be purchased for $750,000 
held out of use as an investment for 
decades at a tax load even lower than 
that which exists now. The value of 
New Hampshire land is increasing 
from 10 per cent to 15 percent a year, 
so the investment would be two or three 
times as good as a savings bank de-
posit. 

"Meanwhile, it is one more recrea-
tional site New Hampshire people 
would have to get along without. One 
sixth of Grantham could escape even 
further its share of taxes. The average 
man, the homeowner or the tenant, 
would have to make up the difference. 

"How can New Hampshire survive 
the kind of speculation Amendment 
Seven would encourage without being 
forced into a sales or an income tax?" 

In Florida the mails have been used again to sell 100,000 acres of land in 
the Great Smoky Mountains National Park and the Nantahala National Forest. 
Several large parcels were sold to as many as three separate buyers who blushed 
to find the land was government owned or known to be worthless. 
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