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Interstudent Caps Off 
"Super Dupe? Year 

Several hundred seniors crowded the 
auditorium, as Dvorak's music filled the air. 
Before the front rows were gathered four 
groups, culled from the classes involved 
with the Interstudent program developed 
by the Los Angeles Henry George School. 
They were preparing for the Super-Duper 
Bowl, the final event of eighteen weeks of 
furious economic discussion and debate. 

The Super Duper Bowl took place at 
Schurr High School in Montebello, Califor-
nia, where Bret Barker, a principal writer of 
the Interstudent program and designer of 
the Super Duper Debate format, is on the 
faculty. Over 1,000 California high school 

program this year. 
In the finals, the groups handled four 

subjects: Legal and Illegal Immigration, 
Decriminalization of Drugs, the Ending of 
Compulsory Public Schooling, and Abol-
ishing the Federal Minimum Wage Law. 
After presenting their argument, each group 

The victorious Gamma Team from Schurr High School 

endured twelve minutes of furious grilling 
from their rivals. The audience yelled and 
cheered - but also listened,- intently. 

The mighty Gamma group won, but 
barely. Each received an individual trophy, 
and their names joined the others on the 
Super Duper trophy, which remains on 
permanent display. 

Barker and LA-HGS Director Harry 
Pollard hope that the Super-Duper Debate 
format will catch on to other schools, be-
cause they see a strong need for developing 
the kind ofreasoning skills that Interstudent 
sharpens. To gain an all-important early 
start, the basic Interstudent course has been 
introduced to 7th and 8th graders. 

The Interstudent program could fol-
low students through six years of schooling, 
involving them, Pollard says, "not only in 
political economy, but a modern version of 
the classical Trivium of Grammar, Logic 
and Rhetoric. The monasteries thought that 
before students learned anything, they should 
-first learn how to learn." Interstudent's goal 
is to return public schooling to this basic 
idea: "helping students learn how to learn so 
they can properly assimilate the things they 
must know in our modern world." 


