
Irish La nd 
Question Revisited 
Should Ireland join the Common Market? 
A decade ago, public opinion was 11 to 1. 
in favor of entry, according to Garrett 
Fitzgerald, spokesman for the Fine Gael 
party in the Irish Parliament. But the 
Irish Republican Army has changed all 
that. Public opinion is now only 3 to 2 in 
favor of entry, and slipping fast--due in 
part to handbills put up by the IRA. The 
Wall Street Journal of January 17 repro-. 
duced one handbill, reading: 

"For sale, by private treaty:, a small 
but epoitaproperty suit-
able for short-term investment with 
guarantee of quick profits. . . inv-
estors guaranteed bargain sale, 
cheap labor, cheap land, no small 
farmers, free fishing, cheap mining, 
etc. .. . No Irish need apply. Agents 
Jack Lynch and partners." 

Jack Lynch is the Prime Minister of 
Ireland, or Eire. He sees Ireland's entering 
the Common Market as definite—he will 
simply keep advertising the benefits of 
entry and holding referendums until the 
vote is returned "yes." To Mr. Lynch's 
government, the wider markets, and 
higher prices of the Common Market can 
do only good for the Irish economy, de-
spite pushing a few small farmers out of 
business. The consolidation of small 
farms has been underway for some time, 
anyway. 

But the Irish Republican Army, and an 
increasingly large segment of the public, 
see entry into the Common Market as 
opening up the possibility of-exploitation 
by foreign companies, loss of sovereignty, 
possible conscription of Irish men into 
some future European army,, and the de-
mise of those small, farms. 

Mr. Fitzgerald sees Irish entry into the 
Common Market as ending British exploi-
tation of Ireland, however. Over 2/3 of 
Ireland's agricultural products are now 
exported to Britain; the Common Market 
would put an end to this reliance on the 
British economy. "What was a colonial re-
lationship became an exploitative colonial 
one and now is a neo-colonial relation-
ship," says Mr. Fitzgerald. 

Why the Irish cannot solve the land 
question is no longer a mystery: both 
sides of this controversy believe that the 
land resources of Ireland are destined for 
exploitation by other nations. And the 
small farmer goes under either way. 
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