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Land Title Origins

The -first European to discover
and sail up the Connecticut River,
according to Alfred N. Chandler.
as related in his chapter cn Con-
neciicut, was Adrian Biock, a
Hollander. The Dutch traded on
this river for eighteen years before
the river became known to the
English.

Robert, Earl of Warwick, Presi-|

dent of the Council of New. Eng-
arch 19, 1631 to
‘and gents” and
their heirs and 13551gns forever

“all that part of New England in |

Americg which lies and extends

from Narragansett River the space|
of forty leagues (120) miles, upon |
a straight line near the-seashore

to the west and southwest, from
the Atlantic Ocean to the South
Sea, and all the islands, mines and
minerals; and north and south ir

hreadth, reserving for his majesty, |
‘his heirs and successors, the one- |

fifth of all gold and silver found.”
Rapid Settlement

In less than four years after the
arrival of the first settlers on the

Connecticut River, all the land in;

the

immediate vicinity was pri-;
vately appropriated, and as new,

settlers came in needing land, the !
inevitable speculation developed. !
New arrivals had to pay others for

a place on and from which to live.
) The three independent settle-
ments in Connecticut were the nu-
cleus of the Connecticut colony In
the fourth year they cons1st€d‘ of
160 families, comprising 800 per-

brook was planned
- Lion Gardiner,
d served in Hol-
ce of Orange.
Johnston is-quoted as having said;
“The .English settlement*at. Say-
brook rested on a paper title which
rested on nothing and was never
" perfected. The other settlements
had not even a baseless paper title
to rest upon. Both were perfect
examples of squatter sovereignty.”

Land Distribution Trick

Another trick mdely practiced
in land distribution in New’ Eng-
land is illustrated by the division
of land at Milford in 1805 (in one-
and-two-thirds century after the
founding of the place), when al-
lotménts were made to heirs based
upon the list of landholders and
the area held by each 119 years
previously; the object being to con-
fiie_grants to the descendants of
the first families—thereby shutting |
out subsequent arrivals and their|
descendants, and tending to form
a landholding- aristocracy.

The English were so strong in
numbers three years after their
arrival in Connecticut, that they
denied to the Dutch, the first Eu-
ropeans, all title to any posses-
sions on the river.

The allotting of land in many
places in New England was pro-
portionate to what each person
invested in the adventure of mak-
ing a new settlement. In fact, mak-
ing these new settlements became
what would be designated today as
a racket, with some ‘aspects of a
lottery.

The assembly, in 1703, decreed
that all land in the townships al-
ready granted should remain, with
all the privileges and immunities
therein granted, in fee simple to
the promoter-proprietors, their |
heirs and assigns forever. ‘

The people were thus for all fu-
ture ages alienated from the land,
except by purchase from those who
had béen born earlier and had got-
ten possession of it.

[Ed. Note: The foregoing is an-
other in & series of extracts from
“Land Title Origins” by Alfred N.
Chandler, (1945), Robert Schalk-
enbach Foundation, $3.00.]




