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Manitoba's New Mining Policy 
From time to time there are welcome signs of a bur -
geoning awareness that communities have a right to 
the values they create, just as men are entitled to the 
products of their labor. Yet private land ownership 
continues to deny both individuals and communities 
the economic benefits that are equitably theirs. De-
spite this inconsistency, it is good to see a tentative 
step in the right direction. 

Appearing recently at a meeting of the provincial 
legislature, Hon. Sidney Green, Manitoba's Minister 
Of Mines, Resources and Environmental Management, 
delivered a policy statement opening with these 
words: "The extent to which the people of Manitoba 
receive benefits from the development of their miner-
al resources is a matter to which this government has 
given most serious attention." 

The minister then outlined the intensive investiga-
tion and the careful research accomplished by Profes-
sor Eric Kierans, who had been assigned the task of 
studying existing policies and making recommenda-
tions. Based on an analysis of such recommendations, 
Mr. Green set forth the government's policy objec-
tives relative t minèal development. Among them 
were: (a) The people of Manitoba must receive reve-
nue from existing mineral developments, consistent 
with a fair, return to the owners of the resource. (b) 
The people are entitled to receive a fair share of any 
added value or economic rent accruing to their miner-
al resources. (c) In the future the people will take a 
more active role in the development of their mineral 
resources, and must jealously guard such of their re- 
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sources as have not to date been turned over to pri-
vate corporations and individuals. (d) The private sec-
tor now engaged in the mineral industry must con-
duct its activities more consistent with overall social 
and economic objectives of the province of Manitoba. 

Mr. Green observed at this point that to realize 
these objectives, it would be necessary to change cer-
tain existing legislative and administrative policies, 
and promised that this would be done in such a man-
ner as not to disturb the smooth continuation of 
mineral operations in the province. 

He then described the course of action the govern-
ment proposed to pursue with a view to effecting the 
objectives expressed. Some had' to do with develop-
ment, processing, and management, all basically ad-
ministrative in nature. The key proposal related to 
taxation and royalties, though it was indicated there 
would be little change with respect to current opera-
tions. As to. new operations, revised royalties are con-
templated, and "A new tax will be introduced with 
the specific intention of  providing the people of 
Matffiba w1thfaiTli FtecohomTIrent ac-
cruing to our resources resulting from their scarcity 
and enhanced value. .. The Government of Manitoba 
is of the opinion that the real owners of the re-
sources, namely the people of the province, are enti-
tled to a realistic share of the unpredicted enhanced 
values of their resources." 

This is not quite the full answer, but at least 
Manitoba has a good idea of "What is the Question?" 


