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“BY GEORGE” MEDIA UPDATE

Soviets Turn to Beverly Hills Banker for
Advice appeared in the Los Angeles Times
on Sunday, June 9th. The Beverly Hills
banker is none other than Ted Gwartney,
one of the four Georgist ecopomists who
toured the Soviet Union. The 600-word
article gave an evenhanded account of the
goals of the Georgists’ tour, and quoted
Gwartney extensively. The subheading of
the ariicle reads, “City National Expert
says an old tax idea could spur transition to
free markets.” Ted Gwarloey cxplains
why: “The basic principle is that the Sovicis
now believe ina free-market cconomy, and
thisis the best way for them to move rapidly
in that direction. It is also the soundest way
of dealing with the land distribution prob-
lem the Soviets face

have a two-rate property tax for state and
local governments....”

St. Louis, Missouri is a city rick in modern
urban problems, and the Public Revenue
Education Council has been tirelessly pro-
posing two-rate property taxation as a solu-
tion. A long letier by Alian Lubin, presi-
deat of PREC, was published in the St.
Louis Post-Dispatch on the 6th of July. He
compliments the paper for its “weli-re-
scarched,” three-part serics on urban
blight, but points out that “Various offi-
cials do not seem optimistic about a solu-
tion.” There are reasons for pessimism in
St. Louis. Tax abatements in the center of
the city have caused skyrocketing tax bills

Lubin concludes, “Perhaps the Post-Dis-
patcitstaff can look into this and provide its
readers with an upbeat paragraph at the
end of a dismal report of ihe facts.”

Philadelphia’s University City Review tan a
front-page feature article on the Philly
HGS and its “lanky, twinkly-eyed, grey-
bearded” Director, Mike Curtis on July
19th. The interview chronicles Mike’s life-
time of experience with the Georgist phi-
losophy, which began with his maternal
grandparents in Arden, Delaware, who
were ardent followers of Henry George.
Following, in many ways, in George’s foot-
steps, Mike Curtis travelled the world
with the Marines, and settled into a career
.as an arborist in

and the fastest way of
putting them on the
path of economic rc-
covery.” The article
also notes that Henry

George’s idea of a
single tax on land val-
ues “has had support-
ers for hundreds of
years, and, in fact, was
in place in Russia
prior to the 1917 Bol-
shevik revolution.”

In Utah, Earl Hanson
has been adding a
voice of reason to the
on-going controversy
over whether to
exempt hospitals
from property taxes.
In 1986, Utah voters
- decided not to do so;
however, later in the
same year they voted
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Delaware. There, he
worked as an assessor
in Arden and, in the
carly seventies, began
teaching classes in
political economy.
The interview moves
on to cover the edu-
cational work of to-
day’s Henry George
School, including its
prison program and
outreach efforts.

New York HGS Direc-
tor George Collins
provided another
voice of sanity amid
the urban wilderncss
with an 800-word
article headlined A4
Down-to-Earth Tax
Proposal, published
in New York's Mid-
town Resident oh July
Ist. The article goes
mto detail on New

ment from the prop-
erty tax. In letters published in Salt Lake
City’s Deseret News and Ogden'’s Standard-
Examiner, Earl Hanson points out the
irony of these conflicling mandates and
offersasuggestion: exemptingall hospitals,
profit and non-profit, from taxes on their
buildings and equipment. He explains fur-
ther in a flier: “The exemption of farm
equipment and machinery ..[brought] the
- farm property tax closer to a land value Lax.
The tax on farm buildings is the remaining
disincentive tax. The exemption of hospital
buildings and equipment from the prop-
erty tax will, of course, raise the question,
“Where is the replaccment revenue to
come from?” The answer isthat Utah must

for homeowners. In one center—ity ward,
21.2% of the properties are abated, and
6.2% of the buildings are abandoned. The
roll of abandoned properties is growing so
fast that the city has inadequate funds 1o
board up all the buildings! Says Allan
Lubin: “Some cities have minimal prob-
lems in this area because they use a two-
rate property tax.... This makes it easier to
build or rehab without high penalties and
encourages land owners to improve their
sites. About 1,000 cities worldwide are us-
ing this system, and the evidence clearly
indicates they have benefitted greatly
from so doing.” After detailing some con-
crete steps that the city can take, Allan

York City's abstruse

~ property tax system, which includes four

separate classifications, cach assessed at a
different rate of market value and theu
laxed at a different percentage of the as-
sessment. “The attempt to structure the
New York City property tax to give special
treatment 1o some property owners has
produced a bizarre system,” he writes. But
George Coltins gives nuts-and-bolts details
a colorful flourish. His article begins:
“Even in these desperate economic times,
New Yorkers are literally treading on an
abundance of riches. The gold beneath
their feet is neither metaphor nor myth; it
could, in fact, be the source of revenue that
rescues the city from its fiscal dilemma.”



