
33rd Anniversary 

THE New Jersey extension formerly 
based in Newark has now brightly 

reestablished itself at 149 South Har-
rison Street, East Orange, New Jersey 
07018, in a suite of newly decorated 
rooms where classes will be held. 
Sunday, November 17th, was the day 
of dedication attended by the faithful. 
In the role of hosts and hostesses were 
Dr. and Mrs. Geoffrey W. Esty (pres-
ident of the board), Mr. and Mrs. 
Alexander M. Goldfinger (dean), and 
Mr. and Mrs. John T. Tetley (direc-
tor). From New York came such long-
time friends as William L. Hall, Lan-
caster M. Greene, Miss V. G. Peterson 
and Dorothy Sara. Also Misses Neva 
and Roma Bianco and Robert Clancy. 

One of the original incorporators of 
the school, Mitchell S. Lurio, now Bos-
ton director and a New York trustee, 
and Henry A. Gieffers, a former New 
Jersey trustee, regretted that they could 
not be present. Members of the New 
Jersey board who joined in drinking a 
toast to the new headquarters were 
Oscar B. Johannsen, Dr. H. A. Lazaar 
and Elwood A. Shepherd. 

Dr. Esty, a physician with a life-
long conviction in favor of the Henry 
George philosophy, presided and 
pointed out that people no longer want 
to be manipulated. You have to in-
volve them in responsible and critical 
thinking in order to deal with the situ-
ation in the cities. Renewal and city 
planning, he says, are not the answer. 

Mr. Goldfinger retold some of the 
joys and frustrations of the early ex-

- tension. He said it is a calamity not to 
dream. Henry George envisioned a 
world in which he had plans for mak-
ing his dreams come true. Oscar Geiger 
too, started the Henry George School 
(New York), with a dream. George L. 
Rusby and his wife also established the 
school in New Jersey to implement a 
dream. 

Dr. Elizabeth Bowen was introduced 
to the Henry George philosophy by 
George Rusby, later her husband. So 
strong was this conviction that it un-
leashed in her another dream. Having 
learned that many of the ills people 
suffer come from poverty and the fear 
of poverty, she determined to know its 
cause and to devote her life to the cure 
of poverty rather than physical aches 
and pains. She thereupon gave up the 
practice of medicine. 

This beloved Mr.-and-Mrs. team 
whose names loom large in Georgist 
history started the first class in New 
Jersey in 1935. Startling in its effec-
tiveness, it was taught by Mrs. Rusby, 
who continued to be known as Dr. 
Bowen author of Economics Simpli-
jed, a textbook which was used in 
onnection with Progress and Poverty. 

All 37 people who enrolled graduated 
and all were inspired people who 
wanted to know what to do next. They 
were advised to bring others to a sec-
ond class, and among the students in 
that second group we find the names of 
Messrs. Goldfinger and Hall, who are 
still active. 

There was no money for classroom 
space in those depression years and no 
mention was made of lesson fees, so 
on two occasions when unused space 
was offered, the students themselves 
refurbished the rooms. One group laid 
a new floor and painted the walls of 
the office which had been made avail-
able rent-free. 

Mr. Goldfinger in recalling those 
happy occasions said the experience of 
working together with their hands 
nurtured so much affection for their 
own place that the students were held 
together by strong ties. They had bene-
fited from the exhilaration of manual 
work, a therapy now largely neglected. 

The New Jersey Henry George 
School later acquired a home on Broad 
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Street which had become a slum nine 
years later. Their next house on Clin-
ton Avenue, Newark, was once the 
home of a millionaire, but that section 
was destroyed in the recent riots. The 
present location in an old residential 
area of East Orange is in good condi-
tion, and no student volunteers are 
ever called on anymore to paint walls 
or lay new floors. The Economics Edu-
cation Institute, a Rusby family cor-
poration, defrays the expenses and the 
school pays a rental of $1 a year. 

Among other guests who came and 
stayed for dinner were B. deWitt Bell, 
the son of Stephen Bell, who wrote 
Rebel, Priest and Prophet. This book 
about Father McGlynn has been repub-
lished by the Robert Schalkenbach 

Poverty - 
(OQntinzled from page 1) 

in the production of grains, and val-
ued at a percentage of the grain crop 
produced with the help of the imple-
ments. In either case the market is the 
governing factor. When several proc-
essess or labor may be valued at a 
given wage all may be considered to 
have a fractional interest in the result-
ing product. 

In very simple types of society, ex-
change and inheritance of wealth are 
unimportant. The simplest forms of 
wealth are very easy to create. They 
consist of a few precious stone tools, 
clubs, animal skins and ornaments. 
When a man dies these may be buried 
with him. In any case they have no 
scarcity value. Anyone who wants sim-
ilar goods can make them for himself. 
But in a complex society conditions 
are different—goods cannot be so easily 
replaced and the person who inherits 
an accumulation of certain articles has 
a very distinct advantage over his less 
fortunate neighbors. 

Most tangible wealth involves great 
human services and labor and talent. 

Foundation. Miss V. G. Peterson, Ex-
ecutive Secretary of the Foundation, a 
long and treasured friend of the Rus-
bys and the New Jersey school, was 
honored as the one to dedicate the new 
headquarters. This was done in a seri-
ous and delightful manner. Miss Peter-
son is in touch with world Georgism 
and spoke of the universality of this 
philosophy and the relatedness between 
groups in various countries. 

Marie (Mrs. Elwood) Sheppard 
provided an interlude of good natured 
satire with song and museum costumes 
—the subject, women. Impromptu sing-
ing after dinner was coaxed from Lan-
caster M. Greene, Vice President of 
the HGS and George Collins, Phila-
delphia director. 

Subtler forms of intangible property 
oftet% differ from human services 
mainly because they can now be 
bought and sold more or less inde-
pendently of the persons who created 
them. Even land rent is but a claim 
on the productive behavior of the ten-
ants, and, as the followers of Henry 
George have told us many times, we 
would still have the land if all land 
rents were to disappear. Wealth, on 
the other hand, tends naturally to dis-
integrate, and must constantly be re-
produced by man if he is to survive. 

As people progress from primitive 
modes of life, the natural instincts as 
to property require a refinement of 
understanding that was not previously 
essential. There was a rough-hewn 
justice in the notion that a primitive 
"owned" land while he was using it 
to grow yams, but the vague criterion 
of "use" is no longer adequate in an 
advanced society. More and more does 
it become evident that we must differ-
entiate between what is and what is 
not truly property on the basis of its 
origin, or lack of origin, in human 
toil. 
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