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New Republic 
Prints Article 
Praising George 

".. Progress and Poverty deserves to be 
revived. . . " states Peter Barnes in a re-
cent article in The New Republic. 

Despite faults of reasoning and the 
erosion of the relevance of ideas through 
the passage of time, this book remains 
surprisingly pertinent, Mr. Barnes de-
clares—and should be used as the starting 
point for a new political economy. 

Mr. Barnes argues that American eco-
nomic thought has "regressed" in that 
economists no longer turn attention to 
the distributive system. Instead they are 
enchanted by the functioning of the na-
tional economy and how the government 
can and should control it. 

The economists' failure is reflected by 
the "brainwashing" of the public, which 
may care profoundly that poverty in- 

--creasesapbut - which has -been-  taken 
in by a myth of individualism. In 
George's day the Robber Barons were vis-
ible and notorious; today monopolies, 
unions, and advertisers are more subtle. 
They inculcate the Horatio Alger myth, 
the true villain: economic inequality 
arises not from some flaw in the system, 
but from personal inadequacies. Here Mr. 
Barnes cites George's famous paragraph 
to the effect that any runner in a race 
might win, but not every runner. 

Although it is not fashionable to ques-
tion the distributive system and to do so 
with "passion and compassion," Mr. 
Barnes would have the economic debate 
in this country become both radical and 
humane. 

He chooses three points: whether land 
and perhaps capital are not public re-
sources and should be appropriated from 

private hands; whether earned income 
should not be taxed at a much lower rate 
than unearned income; and at what 
points does the economic system permit 
wealth to be diverted to t1e few. 

George wished to reconcile the ideals 
of liberty and individualism with the goal 
of economic justice. This is an unfinished 
task. "American political economy 
should get on with it." 


