
NYHGS Embarks on High School Program 

Among those who are devoted to the promulgation of 
Henry George's ideas and ideals, it has long been rec-
ognized that in order to assure a viable Georgist 
movement in the years to come, there is an urgent 
need to educate and to appeal to today's younger 
generation. With this necessity in mind, there have 
been more-or-less sporadic efforts to bring the Geor -
gist message to young people, particularly high school 
and college students, with some success from time to 
time. 

Happily, there has developed fairly recently a re-
newed interest in trying to provide future Georgist 
leadership. The endeavor has been quite actively pur-
sued in California and in Ontario; and since last fall 
the New York Henry George School has engaged in 
an intensive youth-oriented educational campaign. 
Under the guidance of Acting Director Stanley 
Rubenstein, in-school and out-of-school programs 
have been put into operation, with encouraging re-
sults. In fact, the response has been sufficiently grati-
fying to indicate a challenging potential. The project 
falls basically into two—categorIes. - 

First, because of the complex problems existing in 
New York City, the municipal authorities have insti-
tuted what are known as alternative high schools. 
These special institutiqns are attended by youngsters 
who for various reasons have left their neighborhood 
high schools. Although the students are obliged to 
take the normally required courses and to participate 
in the prescribed activities necessary to qualify for a 
diploma, they are permitted to plan their own pro-
grams and arrange their own activities. The City-as-
School has one such high school, and since September 
students have come from there to the Henry George 
School, at ten-week intervals, to take a course in 
Urban Economics. The specially-designed course cen-
ters around simulations, mostly land simulations, 
which expose the young students to many Georgist 
concepts. As of the end of the third ten-week cycle, 
thirty-eight students had satisfactorily completed the 
course, receiving high school credit in Economics. 

Because the early results have been so impressive, 
this program has been extended to another alternative 
high school called the Satellite Academy. Students 
successfully completing the course are given credit in 
American History. Here again, simulations are em-
ployed to demonstrate the important role that land  

has played in the economic and social history of the 
city and the nation. Inevitably, the true nature of 
land is made evident, and the members of the classes, 
as young as they are, learn to understand its special 
place in political economy. 

Not only has the New York Henry George School, 
through its classes in Urban Economics and its mini-
courses, been able to gain entrance into the city's 
schools, but its presence has been accorded a sincere-
ly warm welcome. Obviously, this welcome is the re-
flection of a realization that a valuable service is being 
offered to both students and teachers. The continua-
tion and further development of the HGS high school 
program constitute effective steps toward educating 
the young. Hopefully, the goal of widespread accep-
tance of Georgist economic thought will ultimately 
be attained. 

The second area in which the Henry George 
School has become involved is the introduction of the 
mini-course into numerous high school classes in New 
York City. To date, approximately 1200 students 
have participated in this novel venture, which is based 
on the Classical Analysis Mini-Course perfected at the 
Los Angeles Henry George School by Harry Pollard 
and his associates. Those who are familiar with the 
mini-course appreciate the value of its appeal to boys 
and girls of high school age, and its effectiveness as a 
basic approach to the economic and social teachings 
of Henry George. 

One of the fortunate side-effects of the Henry 
George School's involvement in education at the 

- secondary school level is the favorable reaction that 
has been aroused among New York City high school 
teachers. Many of them have evidenced considerable 
interest in the project and in its subject matter. Even 
more noteworthy is the fact that a number of these 
teachers, though previously not familiar with the 
topic, have taught the course to their students follow-
ing the initial presentation by HGS personnel. This 
offers an extremely valuable advantage, as it obviates 
the necessity for teachers from the Henry George 
School to be present when Georgist principles are 
taught to students of the courses which it sponsors. 
Moreover, it shows that educators as well as students 
are willingly being educated, thus widening the circle 
in which Georgist thought is being disseminated. 


