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V ICE Chancellor of the Dominican 

Republic, Nicolas Silf a, Ambassa- 
dor in charge of the Division of Euro-
pean and Afro-Asiatic Affairs, brought 
greetings from the Georgists in his 
country to the conference members and 
to the new president, Arnold A. Wein-
stein. He said he was enjoying the en-
thusiasm shown at the meetings and 
had learned much from the discussions. 
He often asks himself whether we are 
doing enough for the cause and whether 
we are giving enough thought to Henry 
George, the founder of the movement. 

He asks these questions because the 
world is falling into chaos and yet no 
one has ever discerned that Henry 
George's works offer a redeeming phil-
osophy for the world. In the health 
reports, for instance, it is said that of 
60 million of the world's population 
who die annually, 35 million cue of 
starvation, and most of those live in 
three continents, Latin America be-
ing one of them.. 

Those of us who have studied Henry 
George know that only his philosophy, 
when it comes to its maturity, can cure 
the cause of hunger, be it of the left 
or the right. At present, the Catholic 
Church, a great power in South Amer-
ica, is warning people of the possibil-
ity of a third world war, and it is 
mobilizing its forces to present a social 
reform such as the governments have 
so far failed to present. We have a bet-
ter solution, but it has not been tried. 

"I have seen the terror that exists 
among many of us Latin Americans - 
it is the fear of fear," the speaker said. 
"I would like to say a word about pol-
itics, for it is feared and distrusted by 
many. One cannot separate the eco-
nomic from the political, and since 
economics is the basis of politics we 
need not fear it. In fact, as Socrates  

said, 'without politics we would be 
animals.'" 

He did not propose that we should 
all become politicians, but we should 
try to influence them, for they have the 
means of democratic reform. The 
Henry George School, like Henry 
George himself, does not stimulate re-
bellion, and even less, revolution. 
"How else then are we to implement 
reforms except by political means? It 
is the only way open," he said, "which 
will steer us away from bloody revo-
lution." 

Mr. Silfa recalled that the countries 
that have economic power, including 
the U.S. in particular, have spent $500 
billion in World War II and the war 
in Korea—enough money to eliminate 
the hunger of the world up to the year 
2000, while very little has been done 
to examine critically and experimentally 
the ideas of Henry George which point 
up the root causes of hunger and pov-
erty. Some of the billions spent on 
armaments and the exploration of 
space might have been directed to hu-
manitarian purpose. This is not to say 
that the Latin Americans are opposed 
to the space race - they have always 
hoped it would be the U.S. who would 
get to the moon first. "But if you, our 
brother Americans, are not interested 
in the rest of the world, who is? I can 
answer that," he said. "Russia and 
China are, and for this you'll be 
sorry!" 

The Ambassador expressed appreci -
ation for the interest shown in the 
Dominican Republic and the support 
for the work of his wife Lucy, who is 
the HGS extension director in Santo 
Domingo. He said in a spirited con-
clusion that he wants Georgists to 
spread like the plague and save the 
world. 

William A. Camargo of New York, Head of the HGS Spanish Division, 
very kindly acted as translator for Ambassador Silfa. 
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