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Protecting the Netherlands 
Most countries of the world are obliged nowadays to 
contend with ever-growing problems of urban blight, 
suburban sprawl, and rural decay. Holland's problems 
are particularly serious because of its unusual popula-
tion density and its limited land area. Cities must 
remain habitable, outlying districts must not spread 
unduly, and farmlands must be protected. Character-
istically, through a flexible system of national and 
regional cooperation, the Dutch have been engaged for 
some years in a vast land-reform project. 

For the most part, Holland's land protection activ-
ity stems from a realization that the evils it seeks to 
eliminate are caused primarily by land speculation, 
which is made possible only by private land owner-
ship. To curb speculation, many Dutch municipalities 
have been acquiring as much land as they can, which 
is then leased for specific usage, rents charged being 
based on the land's value. Amsterdam is a leader in 
the move toward publicly-owned land, and has been 
acquiring acreage (mostly in the suburbs) for over 
fifty years. If a landowner is reluctant to sell, the city  

can seize the property, subject only to adequate 
compensation. 

Amsterdam's belief is that the public, and not indi-
viduals, should benefit from increased land values 
created by community growth. One cannot quarrel 
with this sentiment, but one may question the effi-
cacy of municipal land ownership or the justice of 
public payment for what is essentially common prop-
erty. The city's policies have no doubt. alleviated 
many crushing aspects of its land problems. However, 
private land holding has not been eliminated, nor has 
land speculation, especially in the center city, where 
both still manage to thrive. It is only in the suburban 
areas that comprehensive public ownership substan-
tially inhibits speculation. 

How much more simple and effective it would be 
to apply the method of land value taxation. 

Source material for the above was provided by 
Charles G. Muller, of Westport, Connecticut, to 
whom the editors express their thanks- 


