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;If‘he Common Cause

Professor -G. A. Borgese, of the
University of Chicago, in his new
“Common Cause”’ (Duell,

Sloane and Pearce, $3), says that
the common man in 1942 had not
-begun to ﬁght because he had not
found the Common Cause. Dr. Bor-
gese dwells on._ the contrlbu’uon of
“Henry George, the American econ-
omist; pomtmg out that ‘“‘Henry
. George embraced in his redeemmg
; can -earth, .as the

uotes, from a. speech by the
Archb1shop of Canterbury: ‘“There
are four requisites for life which
are .prov1ded by nature, even apart ‘
from man's labor: air, light, land, ’
and water. I suppose if it were
possible to establish property claim .
upon - air somebody would- have |
done it by now. So, too, of hght
But it has not been found possi-
ble to do this.

“Unhappily, it has been found
possible in the case. of both land:
and water, and we have tended to’
respect claims made by owners of
land, and water flowing through
or beneath it, in a way which sub-
ordinateg the general interest to
" the private interest of those own-
ers,

“The present treatment of land
and the buildings placed on it
strikes me as perfectly topsy-tur-
vy. If a landlord neglects his prop-.
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erty and.it falls ‘into a bad condl-
-tion, which is an. mJury to soclety,
-the rates upon property are re-
educed while 1f he improves the
property, and so does a. service to.
‘ ’ mbreased ;

be i'recelved from it

r.. ‘Bo gese -Sees:
'ixshop the i
George and goes on to say: “Hen-
ry George, whom Tolstoy loved
was one of that company walking
in the “ancient racial bias.” His
motal impact was paired with the
pragmatic genies that dictated to
him the plainest and most peace-
able device to make of the whole
earth — national, universal — the
Commons of the Common Man.
The device, however, was not only
too radical in substance it was
also too exquisitely simple in form
ifor captivating the coarse politi-
cian’s mind. It was no heap of leg-
islative pulp bound in red .tape.”
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