Linking Economics to Ethics in California High Schools

San Francisco HGS Director Robert
Scrofani and a team of three California
teachers presented the first draft of an
“Ethics in Economics” Curriculum at the
Conference of the National Council for
Social Studies Teachers. Northern Califor-
nia HGS is a major sponsor of the project.

“The new curriculum is designed to
increase teacher awareness of the ethical
issues involved in or economic decision-
making,” according to Scrofani, who
teaches social studies at Berkeley High
School. “In general the Joint Council on
Economics guidelines are limited to dis-
cussing ‘what is,” rather than ‘what ought to
be.’ In practice this means teachers guided
by textbooks do not really consider the
ethical consequences of our decisions.”

Motivated by a belief that ethics is
indeed integral to the teaching of econom-
ics, the group of teachers led by Scrofani
and Robert Vaughan, from Harbor High
School in Santa Cruz, sought support to
begin series of workshops to supplement
the “status quo™ of the current economics

curriculum. Joining HGS in supporting
the project are the Center for Economic
Conversion and Educators for Social
Responsibility.

Sections of the new ethics curriculum
were revised for 4th, 5th, and 6th grade
teachers and presented recently at an
“Economics Across the Curriculum” semi-
nar sponsored by the Woodlands, Califor-
nia School District. A formal presentation
will be made to teachers at the annual
conference of the California Social Science
Conference in March 1991. After testing
by teachers and review by economics pro-
fessors, it will be made available by the
Center for Economic Conversion and the
Henry George School.

Other materials, developed jointly by
the New York and Northern California
HGS for high school use, were distributed
atvarious conferences during 1990, includ-
ing Bay Area Global Education Program
Summer seminar on “History Behind the
Headlines” and a Stanford University
Economics Workshop in August.

immigration of labor as well as wealth.

L.A.1991 ESSAY CONTEST: Economics of Unilateral Free Trade

Henry George's philosophy and the realities of today is the theme of this years's
college essay contest sponsored by the Southern California HGS. The theme of
unilateral free trade raises the question: What would happen if the US, for example,
institutes a policy of absolute free trade, no tariffs or quotas, even though other
countries do not? The question can be extended to included unrestricted, or free,

Entrants must be undergraduates in colleges or universities insouthern California,
and submit a typewritten paper not more than 15 double-spaced pages no later than
April 30. Winners will be notified by May 30, 1991. Entrants will receive, through the
faculty or department sponsor of their choosing, a copy of Protection or Free Trade
along with a packet of support material. Anyone wishing further information, or toenter
the contest, should contact HGS in Tujunga.

SCHOOL NOTES

Residents of Long Island, New York,
gathered on the evening of November 28,
1990, to hear several speakers present their
ideas on the current state of affairs with
regard to local public finance. Sponsored
by the Long Island extension of HGS, the
panel discussion was held at the Plainview-
Old Bethpage Library.

Considering the fact that living on
Long Island is more expensive than in
almost any other areain the United States,
the panelists addressed the questions of
how to maintain this style of living, how to
pay for it,and whether or not current meth-
ods of financing local government are ef-
fective and fair.

Stan Rubenstein, Long Island exten-
sion director, introduced each of the three
panelists: Mr. Mario Colleluori, President

of the Plainview-Old Bethpage School
Board and founder of Taxpayers Union of
Long Island; Mr. Fred Gang, educator and
founding member of H.E.A.R.T. (Honest
Education and Responsible Taxation);
and Mr. Albert Fink, Long Island HGS
faculty and board member. A lively discus-
sion ensued, and refreshments were
served.

The Sacramenio extension Of the
Northern California HGS co-sponsored a
public forum on “Our Forests, Our Envi-
ronment, Our Pocketbooks.” Asking the
question, “What will propositions 128, 130,
and 138 really do?”, the forum was held on
October 15, in time to “cut through the
rhetoric before we vote in November,”
according to extension Director Evelyn
Friend. (continued on page ¢ight)
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This issue includes a feature on the Robert
Schalkenbach Foundation, our second in a
series on Georgist organizations.

1991 Conference of the Council of Georgist
Organizations: We will have all the neces-
sary details concerning registration in our
next issue. Lafayette College, as an-
nounced, willbe the site of the Conference,
with optional accommodations being ar-
ranged at a downtown Easton (PA) hotel.
Dates, once more, are confirmed for Fri-
day evening June 14 to Tuesday morning
June 18. The conference will be preceded
by Lafayette College’s own scholarly Henry
George Conference on Thursday June 13,
towhich CGO Conferees will be invited. A
Common Ground USA post-Conference
will follow from Tuesday morning June 18
to Thursday breakfast June 20.

The Council of Georgist Organizations nOw
has for sale the videotape of “First the Bad
News, Then the Good News (The Road to
Peace),” an address by American Indian
activist and libertarian Russell Means at
the 1990 Georgist Conference in Santa Fe
(see our September/ October Newsletter).
The address was enthusiastically received,
and the color videotape is being sold as a
fundraiser for the Council. If you wish to
order copies, please send $15 per tape plus
$3 per order to the Council of Georgist
Organizations, 121 East 30th Street, New
York, NY 10016.

“Jai Bhim!” Progress & Poverty - Liberty &

Justice in India: On Saturday, April 13,
1991, New York's Columbia University
will honor the 100th birthday of Bhimrao
R. Ambedkar, whorose from his Untouch-
able background in India, earned a Ph.D.
in Sociology at Columbia in 1916, and was
the chief architect of the Constitution of
India when it won independence from Brit-
ain. Dr. Ambedkar is regarded as the lib-
erator of the (now ex-) Untouchables. In
his search for a way out of the oppressive
Hindu caste system, he examined but did
not embrace Marxism and violence even as
he took inspiration from the democratic
ideals of the French revolution: Liberty,
Equality, Fraternity. In his own lifetime
and since his untimely death in 1956, mil-
lions of ex-Untouchables have followed his
example by converting from Hinduism to
Buddhism, in order to affirm their freedom
and dignity as individuals and to lift them-
selves up as acommunity from poverty and
oppression. For information, contact:
VISION (Volunteers In Service to India’s
Oppressed and Neglected), 359 Morn-
ingside Ave., Fairview, NJ 07022 (Tel
201-945-3774).
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“Speakers were culled from various groups directly concerned with the propositions:
“The Big Green” (Prop. 128); Lynn Sattler of “Forests Forever™ and campaign manager for
Prop. 130; “Californians for New Forestry” (Prop. 138); Theresa Schilling from the Sierra
Club; Jim Steele, California Dept. of Fish and Game. The League of Women Voters supplied
the moderator, Cathey Souza. Meeting space was provided by the Unitarian Universalist
Society on Sierra Blvd., whose Social Responsibility Committee was the other co-sponsor.

Northern California HGS Board Member Clay Berling is inviting over 50 Methodist groups to
join the School at a special one-day seminar to be held in an East bay Methodist Church in
early 1991. Clay writes in his letter of invitation: “Some years ago I became part of a political
economy group which helped me see that many of our social concerns are not just a matter of
evil working in the world, but spring from the normal everyday efforts of each of us acting in
our personal interest. The result is a systematic failure of economies on the leftand the right.”
The seminar will focus on land tenure and its impact on peace and justice in our world.
Follow-up interviews will be held with the participants to test the effectiveness of the program.

HGS Chicago’s Board of Trustees met on December 12, 1990 and re-elected all officers for the
1991 term, viz.: Sam Venturella, President; George Menninger, Vice-President; Robert

Jene, Secretary; Charles Metalitz, Treasurer.
The School’s winter term begins the week of
Jan, 7 with reduced course offerings due to
Sam Venturella’s recent surgery (see our last
Newsletter). A fundraising program and pro-
fessionally-designed brochure are also in the
works. Finally, The Illinois Georgist, was quo-
ted in a local paper, the Reader: “Some peo-
ple use drugs to help expand their awareness;
others adopt Eastern religious practices. But
there are a few thousand people in this world
of ours that have expanded awareness be-
cause they studied Henry George's works.”

Fall at the Philadelphia HGS began with a
celebration of Henry George Day on Sep-
tember 2. A briefmembers meeting was fol-
lowed by a series of table topic questions
which focused on the Middle East directed to
individuals by Don Hurford. School Secre-
tary Lu Cipolloni prepared a cake & refresh-
ments in honor of George's 151st birthday.

Henry George Day was also celebrated
in Arden ( Delaware's SingleTax town), with
HGS Director Mike Curtis chairing, and
speeches by trustee Shaul Gladstone, Arden
Town Assembly Chairman William Press,
Single-Tax Assessor Elizabeth Varley, Henry
George Foundation President Steve Cord &
NY-HGS Assistant Director Lindy Davies,

Saturday seminars included “Wage Tax
vs. Property Tax” led by Dan Sullivan of
Pittsburgh’s Fair Tax Coalition, and Basic
Economics, which was given twice this Fall.

Mike Curtis’s prison program continues
to gostrong: Fundamental Economics taught
by Mike, and Applied Economics by Joe
Walls, at Smyrna, Delaware; the Law of Rent
Seminar at Plummer Work Release Center
& a new program at Gander Hill in Wilming-
ton, with Mike. (See the feature on the prison
program in our May 1990 issue). Jacob Him-
melstein (board member) and Lu Cipolloni
hosted travel writers at the Birthplace on No-
vember 2nd, participants in the “Off the Wall
Press Familiarization Tour.”

BARBUTO ON BASIC
BUSINESS ORGANIZATION

New York-HGS trustee & teacher
Richard Barbuto, Esq. recently completed
teaching a course on Basic Business Or-
ganization at New York'’s Katherine Gibbs
School. Says Rich, “This course focused on
the organization and operations of busi-
nesses. It also explored the goals and
means of the owner (or owners) and those
other persons, including employees and
business students, organizations and gov-
ernments....”

Students, who attended six consecu-
tive Wednesday evenings from September
26to October 31, completed a term project
as well as a mid-term and final exam.
Themes covered included People in Busi-
ness, Business Systems & Society, Finance
& Business and Marketing.

Rich, a professional lawyer with expe-
rience in banking, Bread for the World,
and politics lives in Croton-on-Hudson
with his wife and four children.

Henry George School of Soclal Science

121 East 30th Street
New York, NY 10016

WINTER IN NEW YORK
All classes begin the week of January 22
BASIC CLASSES

FUNDAMENTAL ECONOMICS
Tuesdays, 5:30-7:30, Mr. George Collins
Wednesdays, 6 - 8, Mr. Lindy Davies
Thursdays, 6:30-8:30, Ms. Pia DeSilva
PROGRESO Y MISERIA
Tues., 5:30-7:30, Mr. Nibaldo Aguilera
Thur., 5:30-6:30, Mr. Manuel Felix
UNDERSTANDING ECONOMICS
Wed, 12:30-1:30, Mr. Lindy Davies

ADVANCED CLASSES

GREAT DECISIONS '91

Tues., 5:30-7:30, Mrs. Fryda Ossias
CLASSICAL ANALYSIS II

Tues., 6:30-8:30, Mr. Mark Sullivan
APPLIED ECONOMICS

Wed., 5:30-7:30, Mr. Syd Mayers
ECONOMIC SCIENCE

Wed., 6:30-8:30, Mr. George Collins
PRACTICAL WRITING

Thur., 5:30-7:30, Mr. Lindy Davies
MONEY & BANKING

Thur., 6:30-8:30, Richard Barbuto,Esq.

FRIDAY EVENING FORUMS

LAND IN THE MOVIES

Jan.25, 7 - 9, Batteries Not Included
POPULIST RAGE IN THE 908

Feb.15, 7 - 9, Mr. Dennis King
POETRY NIGHT

March 8, 7 - 9, Kate Fox & Lindy Davies
NEW YORK REAL ESTATE WOES

March 22, 7 - 9, Mr. Louis Smadbeck

SATURDAY SEMINARS

HOW SAFE ARE YOUR SAVINGS?
Feb. 9, 1 - 3, Mr. Robert Albanese &
Richard Barbuto, Esq.
ECONOMIC JUSTICE & LAND RIGHTS
March 2, 9:30-4:30, Ms. Alanna Hartzok
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