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AGNES George de Mule, grand-
daughter of Henry George, in a 

letter to the Chemical and Engineering 
News, Washington, D.C., commended 
its readers for their willingness to in-
volve physical scientists in the field of 
economic study. She observed that the 
Henry George School finds people 
with engineering backgrounds to be 
among its most educable students, 
doubtless because of the careful termi-
nology and logistical development of 
principle which characterize Progress 
and Poverty. 

In the December 2nd issue of the C. 
and E. News an interesting letter to the 
editor by Walter F. Swanton of Avon, 
New York, commented on Miss de 
Mule's letter and the influence of 
Henry George. 

"He put his finger on a basic defect 
of our 'capitalist' economy in a most 
eloquent manner," wrote Mr. Swanton, 
but he failed to anticipate developments 
which "obscured the truth of his ideas 
and delayed the day of reckoning with 
the effects of this defect." He did not 
anticipate the growth in the power of 
organized labor, the decline in the de-
pendence of productive enterprise on 
the elementary forms of land and other 
natural resources due to advancing 
technology, nor the rise of Keynesian 
economics which placed unsuspected 
economic power in the hands of politi-
cians, or the dominant appeal to or-
dinary men of Marxian socialism or the 
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welfare state as the remedy for eco-
nomic ills. 

Mr. Swanton referred to a little 
known tribute to Henry George made 
by Lenin to Raymond Robbins, follow-
ing the Russian Revolution, which he 
found recorded in The St. Louis Globe-
Democrat of January 27, 1934: "The 
proper application of the Georgian 
taxation of land values is a tax upon 
the mentality of a people not ten per-
cent of whom can read. They can't 
understand it. They can only under-
stand socialism at present. Some day 
with a higher average of intelligence, 
we may adopt the taxation of land 
values and enjoy economic freedom, 
but not now." 

For 250 years our population en-
joyed a vast frontier, unequaled per-
sonal liberty, and a government en-
dowed with land which was modestly 
taxed—to these advantages he attributed 
the success of the nation. The economic 
system still levies arbitrary taxes on pro-
ductive enterprise and "landowners" 
reap where they have not sown. 

Mr. Swanton is firmly convinced that 
incomes commanded in a free market 
by the bounty of the Creator and by 
unavoidable monopoly privileges are 
the most equitable source of govern-
ment revenues and indeed mandatory 
"if the economic system is to accord to 
each individual the precise value of his 
input contribution to the generation of 
the national product." 
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