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(continued from page four) a poliution tax is,
as he says, “we use taxation from other
sources now to deal with pollution, taxes
on wages and production, for instance.”

“What we would be actually taxing
would be the hidden costs of pollution,
the costs to society as a whole,” Mr.
Roodman went on to say, “and this path
can be good for the economy in general,
For example, the Netherlands began a set
of water pollution taxes in 1970, Rather
than straight regulation, the government
there decided to adopt rather stringent
taxes as a disincentive to pollute and an
incentive to come up with their own ways
of reducing pollution. Some of this tax
was passed on to consumers, who reacted
by switching their consumer allegiances
to those companies who polluted less.
This in turn produced a growth industry
based around finding new technologies to
lower pollution  levels. A tax on pollu-
tion, rather than regulation, seems to be
the path of least economic resistance. One
company in the Netherlands has since
become theworld leader in producing one
kind of this technology.”

Mr. Roodman further stated, in sum-
ming up, that these sorts of taxes would
bring our economy “much closer to a
natural eco-system; a system that would be
self-renewing, self-cleansing and naturally
efficient. Ideally, all materials would be
recyclable, allowing the economy to be
self-regenerating and our society indepen-
dent of the inefficiencies built into a
system based on disposable products and
non-renewable sources of energy.”

(continued from page frve) the fact that land
values are created by the society, though
only the landowner benifits from such
values, and that all taxes save a land value
tax should be eliminated. Also, according
to George, he writes that “...a land-only tax
also would force development of unused
land and, by abolishing taxes on build-
ings, encourage construction as well as
improvements of existing buildings.” And
noonewould disagree with George Collins’
clatim that “There’s so much distortion
and dysfunction in the system now, no-
body understands it”, arguing for the
simplicity inherent to a land tax system.
Hardly a developer, financier, or tenant
would not take interest in these words,
though certainly such proposals may seem
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too good to be true to some New Yorkers,
especially considering the generally in-
creased cynicism around tax time. And
the piece does suffer somewhat by not
providing any concrete examples of specu-
lative land ownership and its correspond-
ing effects throughout the city.

But the nature of the column tends
toward human interest stories, which in
this case is the story of Henry George and
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land value taxation - a name and an idea
now more familiar to as many as 730,000
daily New York readers. Perhaps this will
offset what Mr. Bell discovered to be the
only problem that Lindy Davies could
find in the body of George’s ideas: “T set
out to find flaws in his theories... the only
flaw I found is that not enough people
know about him.”
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