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: dians, in 16
ery treat'y ever . made:. between

three ‘others named; <.
-whom they 101

Y. ; :
gmla.], a.nd du'ectly mto the main-
| land’ for one hundred mlles, w1th

ali “the: 1sla.nd w1th1n one hundred 3

"degrets north latitude [between

W11m1ngton North, Carohna, a.nd
Long Island Sound]” :

. The following January i, 1607, |

three' ships of the London Com-
pany, in command of Captam
Chnstopher Newport sailed from
London with colomsts, stated by
vanous writers as 105 .and 143 in
number, but whieh Captam John
Sm1th one of the colonists, report-

.ed “to the number of .100.”

|

. When the colony wag scarcely
more than a year old stockholders

‘in' England began clamoring for

profits from their supposed Eldo-
rado. They demanded a. piece of
gold, and threatened to forsake
the settlers as “banished men”
unless. a cargo. of goods worth
2,000 . pounds sterllng was sent.
The apparent policy of the Com-
pany was to dispose of all the 1and
possible to appease the demands
of shareholders for land dividends
and mcreased land’ rents, regard-
less of the safety of the settlers.
Indians Kose Land : ;
Yearning for a close. monopoly
of -all the land betWeen Carolma
and Long Island Sound, the respec-
tive governors of Virginia, in 1623,
1631, and 1635, sent expedltxons to
the - Delaware to -drive’ out. the

Dutch, who were supposed to be

there trading with the Indians..

; nd-from land granted. by the

i colomes i

| to their land va.lue,’

the poll.”. .

;- provided - asg did ev-.

Europeans and Indlans, for relm— :
qmshment of _their. land.

_Revenue collected from rents
king
‘gince” revocatlon of the company
charter was appropn ited: as ‘the |
personal property of -the relgnmg'-
monarch, g
Land rents, and.the holdmg out [
-of :use, by private appropma.tmn, of 3
vast areas of-land, -were a.constant |
source  of dlssa.tlsfactlon among |
the settiers, .as. they were in alif

"When ths people of Warwmk q
County asked that “all persons|
may be rated and taxzed according |
the king’s |
i i |

Commissioners, e in
gating the matter rephed:
is a thing to be wished. but . never
granted them, since: the common
. usagé always has been taxmg by

t.SharegrODpers o ?
-~iNew . arrivals coming to crea,te
homesteads and indentured serv-
ants wa.ntmg land at. the explra.-
tion of: their services, found’ that
land along all the streams /(m that
densely wooded country, the only
means, of travel and communica~
t1on) had been approprxated e1ther
by large planta,tlon owners or by
speculators. Shut out from tempo—
rarily rent-free land on whlch to
apply their labor, newcomem were |
forced to become tepant farmers,
share croppers, or labo'rers for
others.
* In the early days of the colony,
when there appeared to be more
land than would ever be ‘used, the/
extravagant granting of land to
be held .unused on speculatlon dldv
not. seem’ to: be harmful, B
Through - ‘Wealth produced on
these pla.nta.tlons, resulting from
the land system and slavery, the
large landholding families became
powerful and their ‘social life aris- |
tocratic. ;
The mere existence of mdented‘
servants, landless free men, and|
Negro slaves, shaped the future|
social and economlc condltlons of}
the commonwealth i
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Similar conditions and influence
prevailed Ister throughout  (he
cotton and tobacco plantation .re-
gions of the southern states. With-
out - such conditions -these states}
would have become thé,homes-of
' small landholders' earning ., decent
hvmg, and, what is more, the un-
derlying cause of the war betw:een
the states would not’ have jexi Eet
' (Editor’s note: The foregoing
the second of a series of excerpt
from “Land Title Origins” by -Al
fred N. Chandler. Published by
Robert Schalkenbach Foundation,

$3.00.)




