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HENRY GEORGE SCHOOL: The First Sixty Years 
The Henry George School of Social Science was founded by portions ofa split, until thatfateful day, December 7, 1941, took the 

Oscar Geiger in 1932. Sixty years ago! During those years, the 	matterout ofthe realm ofdiscussion. [Teachers and students] were 
New York headquarters has had five locations and seven direc- 	involved in the war effort, and so it was that 1942 to 1945 were ebb- 

tors - and approximately 150,000 students  

have completed the basic HGS course over 
the years. 

The numbers become especially im- 
pressive when we realize that the Henry 
George School has always relied on volun- 
teers to do its teaching. Its staff has always 
been small, and its funding has always come 
from contributions. Through depression, 
world war, the McCarthy era, sixties social 
upheaval, seventies doldrums, and the 
greedy 80s, the school has managed, some- 
how, to keep going. It has managed to develop innovative new 
approaches and yet - for most of its history - to keep its core 
intact. That core is the school's course in FundamentalEconom-  
ics. The syllabus, divided into ten weekly sessions and provided 
with supplemental readings, has been revised and updated, but 
its basic pedagogical approach is that of the Progress & Poverty 
course developed by Oscar Geiger. Like its classic text, the 

Bob Clancy, who served as Director of the HGS  
through its most successful period in the 50s and 60s, 

wrote a series of articles for the Henry 
. George News on the occasion of the 

X school's 25th anniversary in 1957. 
In the first he spoke of 
Geiger's conviction that 
the movement needed an 

educational foundation 
on which to build: 

For many years Geiger 
Are we Americans like carried the school 

this bull - IN A SPOT?' From idea within him. He was an 
ardent follower of Henry 

George and watched the emergence of a movement under 
\, its leader's guidance, saw itflourishfor a while, then decline 

.idj,ecome all but extinct. [In 1932,1 the world was 
bewildaIedad chastened byalong depression.And Geiger 
who had becouie-joless as a result of the depression was 
living on his savings. It-wa ihus that in this time of Geor-
gist, world and personal adversity, Oscar Geiger made his 
decision and brought the school into being. 

In the summer of 1933 the school moved into its first 
home, at 211 West 79th Street. A year's rent was paid by 
a student, Leonard T. Recker, and early fund drives 
raised enough to establish a secure financial basis for the 
school's survival. Through the 30s the school built a 
strong program of classroom teaching, correspondence 
courses, and support for extensions in other cities. 

The school's program was diminished - but not 
destroyed - by World War H. Bob Clancy in 1957: 

As the European war waxed, Americans were divided 
on the issue, and so were Georgists. Feelings on both sides 
ran high in the school and the controversy reached the pro- 

school's flagship course has stood the test of time.  

nae years. nur- and mrs is impormans - me woraw goon. ii WUN 

not like Word War I, which crippled beyond repair the great 
Georgistpolitical efforts that had been goingstrongpriorto the 
war. This seems to me to indicate that Oscar Geiger was right 
in his diagnosis ofthe Georgist movement, and that the educa-
tional work was truly a solidfoundation that would make con-
tinuous growth possible. 

Ebb-tide or no, -it was in 1944 that the school moved 
into its finest headquarters at 50 East 69th St.. Many 
othtime Georgistsrememberthis place with pride -its spa-
cious auditorium and classrooms, commodious library, 
graceful winding staircase, student lounge, 

and restaurant on the premises. 
Since it was sold in 1980, the 
school has made do with  
progressively less space. 

The Henry George 	 ' 

School's programs flour-  
ished in the 1960s. Per- 	P 
haps the social ferment  
of the times l!d more  
people 	 fun- 
damental  eonomic rela- ...asked a New York HGS flyer, mid '40s 

tionships,or perhapsyears of plodding work were simplybearing 
fruit, but during those years the school's activities on many fronts 
reached their greatest height and breadth. A perusal of the 1967 
annual report, for instance, shows: daily Fundamental Econom- 
ics classes (over 700 graduates that year in three languages) cor- 
respondence courses (over 700 graduates in five languages,) and 
reports from 23 extensions, 13 of which were outside the U.S. 

The early 70s brought a sea change in the school's educa-
tional program. Arnold Weinstein, 
elected president of the Board- of 
Trustees in 1968, felt along with 
other board members that the 
school had to achieve greater aca-
demic clout in order to fulfill its 
mission. Accordingly, a prestigious 
academic advisory council was 
named, and attempts were made to 
hire a tenured economics professor 
to direct educational programs. 
This was not achieved at the time. 
The school continued to explore the 
land question; various moderniza-
tions and extensions of the Progress 
& Poverty course were developed. 

The school continued to supple-
ment its basic teaching with new ap-
proaches in the 70s and 80s. Direc-
tor Philip Finkelstein initiated the 
Center for Local Tax Research in 
1977, to provide students and 
researchers with (continued on page 7) 
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achieve this is Libertarianism." The edi-
torial caption asks "...what would happen 
if all land and all government functions 
were to be privatized?" 

Several responses were received, 
and we reprint portions of them below. 
We thank those who took the trouble to 
write to us, and we hope they understand 
our need to edit the letters to fit in the 
space available. 

From Sam Ventureila, President, CM-
cagoHGS: I asp glad to find that someone 
else sees what would be the practical re-
sult of the Libertarian philosophynow es-
poused by a majority of libertarians (I use 
lower case here to include both Libertar-
ian Party members and non-member ad-
herents of the 
The phiiQsoplryis 	-çpy 
David Friedman [son of Milton] in his 
Machinery of Freedom. 

However, it seems to me that it is not 
only the libertarians that hold the idea of 
absolute private property in land, and 
privatization of government functions. 
Conservatives also hold these ideas, 
along with elimination of the real prop-
erty tax and substitution of consumption 
taxes for the income tax. 

From Carlotta Anderson, Glen Echo, 
Md.: I was a little confused by A Model of 
Politico-Economic Systems... I am some-
how unable to make the leap from Liber-
tarianism to Feudalism and totalitarian-
ism. The encyclopedia characterized feu-
dalism as consisting of strict division into 
social classes and a land-holding system 
dependent upon the fief or fee. The no-
bility were essentially a military class and 
the feudal system was necessary for mili-
tary protection. Now what does this have 
in common with libertarianism? 

Lthink_words—are--being---used---
very loosely and irresponsibly here..?' 

groups are victims of a housing crisis that 
has been artificially created over a period 
of twenty years in order to rid the city of 
the poor and keep the rents outrageously 
high for everyone else." 

Libertarianism & Feudalism 
Our January-February issue this 

year included A Model of Politico-Eco-
nomic Systems, created by Bret Barker of 
the Los Angeles HGS. Bret's pyramid 
diagram places Free Market Classical 
Liberalism at the top, Socialism on the 
left, Capitalism on the right, and Totali-
tarianism at the base, with a left-right 
Communism-Feudalism-Fascism spec-
trum. "Feudalism" is defined as an "his-
torical equivalent to command economy. 
A modern philosophy which would 
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EDITOR'S NOTES 
This issue marks the sixtieth anniversary 
of the Henry George School with a his-
tory by Assistant Director Lindy Davies. 
Lindy's second piece on a Market for the 
Environment shows that the philosophy 
and analysis the School was founded to 
teach has much relevance to what is seen 
by some to be the number one problem of 
the turn of the millenium. Sadly, the 
United States seems to have little to offer 
but obstruction at the upcoming ecology 
summit in Brazil. Is environmental de-
struction another legacy of Christopher 
Columbus? Hopefully the Georgists 
gathering in Santo Domingo this June 
will offer some hope to the world. 

whose picture of the Chicago Henry 
George School was reprinted in our 
March-April 1992 issue. The photo was 
originally published in January 12, 1992 
issue of the Chicago Sun Tunes. Our 
apologies for inadvertently omitting this 
well deserved credit due Mr. Ringham. 

Homelessness. According to the Coalition 
for the Homeless, a wave of evictions hit 
New York City this past winter. "One 
hundred thousand homeless people are 
being chased from parks, subways,vacant 
lots and all public spaces and being told 
that they must enter shelters that are full 
of TB and crime -- shelters that even the 
Mayor's own Office of Homelessness ad-
mits do not work. Thousands of squatter/ 
homesteaders who have spent years cre-
ating homes in abandoned buildings are 
being told that they will soon be thrown 
into the street. The eviction of tenants has 
tripled as we enter an economic reces-
sion and the Housing Court adopts pro-
cedureslo legally-speeduptheevhtitnr 
process! The people in all three of these 

From Terencej. Colgan, Staten Island, 
New York. Feudalism... was apolitical and 
military system in medieval Western 
Europe based upon contractual relation-
ships among the members of the upper 
classes. It is not to be confused with 
manorialism or seignorialism, terms we 
associate with contemporaneous agricul-
tural practices and with serfdom. [Its] 
origin can be traced back to the collapse 
of the Roman Empire. With weak central 
governments ... the people needed to 
devise a system of protection. The king 
made land grants to the lords in return for 
military service. Vassals who paid hom-
age to their lord would receive a portion 
of these fiefs on which to live and work. 
The contract, freely entered into, bound 
them to the land. This era definitely had a 

(continued on page 4) * 
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SOUTHERN 
CALIFORNIA NOTES 

IS "BIG BROTHER" WATCHING? 
On May 8th, as part of its Friday Evening Forum series, the School was host to 

"Depression - Why do we have it?"was 	award-winning investigative reporter Dennis King,who conducted a seminar entitled Is 
the question under discussion at the 	BigBrother Watching? King, most recently the author of Get the Facts onAnyone; began 
February (7th) Friday Dinner of The 	by outlining the ways in which most people leave a "paper trail", a semi-public record 
Alumni Group. Gathering at Gustav's 	consisting of personal and background material about their private lives. This-infonna- 
Jagerhaus in Anaheim reflected a new 	tion, gathered on people from court records, credit agencies, federal tax lien indexes, 
approach of regional supper clubs in- 	even the Department of Motor Vehicles, is collated and fed into what King called an 
stead of centrally located meetings. This 	"elaborately organized data network." This network, made up of various organizations, 
month was Grange County's turn. Cover 	the Federal Government, large corporations and private investigating companies, 
charge for the program was $3, with par- 	works through "information broker firms" which sell and trade information to anyone, 
ticipants free to choose a dinner suitable 	including private citizens. 
to their palate and wallet. 	 The amount of information and its easy accesability is staggering. For instance, 

Dinner and discussion were chaired 	King says,the credit company TRW has data "on just about everyone in the US." When- 
by board members Margil Wadley and 	ever a county court house updates its computer file system "there are people with 
Frank Titlon, respectively. In addition to 	portable computers lapping it all up." So intensive and up-to-date is the information 
discussing- what went wrong with the -- gathered by corporations and-private investigators,that Federal agencies like the FBI 
"Reagan Revolution", a topic basket was 	and CIA often plug into these sources for the latest info on people and organizations. 
introduced. Before the main discussion, 	 King's take on all this is rather 
questions put into the basket were laid on- 	rPd1 	 benign. Taking what might be described 
the table for consideration. 	 I 	 as a laissez-faire approach to the constant 

On Monday, March 3Oth,an Alumni 	\. 	 circulation and exchange of personal 
gathering at Gustav's discussed "Over- 	 histories, King sees a sort of equilibrium 
population "versus "AilDevouring Rent Theory. "Was Henry George correct in positing 	of surveillance-- if some one can get the 
that ever-increasing land-rent was the true cause of poverty with progress, rather than 	facts on you, you can turn around and get 
Malthus's theory of ever-increasing population? A special guest at this evening's 	the facts on them, providing of course you 
gathering was Mr. Harry Ball Wilson, an English Georgist who is a strong advocate 	have the time and money to do so. If your 
of proportional representation - a method of voting that gives value to every vote, not 	landlord or local politician is engaging in 
just the majority, 	 some unseemly activity directed against 

Most recently, on Monday, May 6th, HGS Director Harry Pollard was the featured 	you or your community. you can, accord- 
speaker at the Albert J. Nock Forum & Southern California Supper Club. His topic was 	ing to King, turn the tables on them, 
No Barne,r! No Borderef The Case for Radical Free Trade, 	 access the darker side of their private 

life and threaten to make it more 
KORFAN LAND SCHOOL TEACHES GEORGE widely known. You can now, following 

Dr. Wong-In Koh reports from Se-
oul that the training materials sent by the 
New York HGS have proven to be "very 
adequate" for use by the Henry George 
Association of Korea's Land School. 
Every Saturday 
twenty regular 
participants 	 - 
gather for a 
four-hour semi- 
nar and work- 
shop, studying 	-- 
the unabridged  
Progress and I 

Poverty and re- 
viewing home- 
work they have 
done using the materials sentbythe HGS. 
AKorean dubbing of the HGS videotape 
economics course is expected to be com-
pleted and ready in a few months. 

A threefold approach is being em-
ployed in Korea. Theoretical under-
standing and development is the task of 
the HG Association; the Land School 
trains experts for Habitat for Humanity, 
which is the third organization involved. 
In addition, the Association has strong  

roots in the Christian community in Ko- 
rea, and half of their students are mem- 
bers of the clergy. Christian perspectives 
are offered on Biblical Politics, Korean 
Reunification and the Land Problem, 

and other related 
themes. For cx-
ample,Reverend 
Archer Torrey, 
founder of 
HGAK, recently 
delivered a 
speech on the 
Global Land 
Problem. 

With the 
land market 

cooled down, "due to government policy 
resembling Georgist means" reports 
Wong-In Koh, "we believe it is proper 
time to start our activity again to be pre-
pared for the reunification of the Korean 
Peninsula." 

You may contact the Henry George 
Association of Korea at Suite 602, Koryo 
Building., 6 Yekwan-Dong, Choong..Gu, 
Seoul, Korea (Tel: 02-271-3701 or 02-
269-4900. Fax: 02-271-3704). 

King's reasoning, tight any potential 
information advesary to a draw -- a 
kind of mutual deterence based on black-
mail. King sees this state of affairs as 
"democratic." 

In line with this commodification 
and marketing of information both pub-
lic and private, King's bookGet the FaTots 
on Anyone, is a how-to manual that 
promises to teach you how to gain access 
to just about anything about anybody--
"even the phone number of your favorite 
celebrity", according to the backcover. 
While stating in the introduction and in a 
few chapters that these techniques can be 
put to good and effective use byindividu-
als and public interest groups fighting the 
abuse of public trust, much of what is 
actually being offered is how to pry into 
peoples' medical and welfare records; 
chapter 11 even has a sub-heading en-
titled "Subject's Garbage". 

While none of these techniques may 
be objectionable in a particular moral or 
legal sense, one may wonder if the 
encouragement of widespread informa-
tion-hacking doesn't lead to a general 
surveillence-ambience, a culture of 
mutual distrust. --David Domke it 
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can a landowner obtain rent. Therefore, land, feudalism will return as sure as the 
power and authority would be exercised landed estates of Ancient Rome con- 
by everyone, including workers and con- tamed the germs which brought the citi- 
sumers. ...land hoggers would pay dearly zens of its empire slowly to their kneesl 
for holding idle land, since they would The word landlord should not be taken 
have to bear the costs of protecting their lightly. 
land title and obtaining access to utilities Georgists, on the other hand, em- 
such as roads.... Rent, not land itself, phasize liberty and justice for all. By lib- 
should be common property. Land title erty we mean a condition of individual 
consists of a bundle of rights, of which freedom that is tempered by accepted 
rent is only one. Having land held in pri- restrictionswhich are sensible - and apply 
vate titles doesnotcontradict the concept equally to all. By justice we mean that 
of land holders being stewards.... true people should own the results of their 
free-marketlibertarianism requires com- own exertion and have an equal right to 
pensation for the use of land, but the dia- natural resources.., absolute private use 
gram does not distinguish true geo-liber- ofland with compensation to the commu- 
tarianism from the incorrect statements nity in proportion to the value of land 
of those writing in the name of liberty.... 	. held 	Thomas Paine on 	"Men 

Even if the diagram refert to mistaken did not make the earth... it is the value of 
pseudo-libertarianism, the claim that the improvement only, and not the earth 
such a philosophy would result in a totali- itself, that is individual property... Every 
tarian society is unproven and unlikely.., proprietor owes to the community a 
[because] land values would most likely ground rent for the land which he holds." 
collapse if land titles were no longer rec- Henry George said it best in Progress 
ognized, protected, and subsidized. In- and Poverty: "There is but one way to re- 
deed,implicit in the anarchist abolition of move an evil - and that is to remove its 
land titles is the recognition that land is cause. Poverty deepens as wealth increases 
inherently common. ,  and wages are forced down while produc- 

• ,re. Barker replies: tivepowergrows, because land, which is the 
of all wealth and the field of all la- 

We thoroughly appreciate the criti- bor, is monopolizei To extirpate poverty, 
cism our diagram has attracted. The criti- to make wages what justice commandcthey 
cism centered around our association of should be the full earnings of the laborer, 
Libertarianism with feudalism, or a land- we must therefore substitute for the individ- 
lord directed command economy.... Let's ual ownership of land a common owner- 
be perfectly honest with respect to prop- ship. Nothing else will go to the cause ofthe 
ertyinl and: Ifno mechanism existcto redis- evil - in nothing else is there the slightest 
tribute the economic rent which private hope." 
landholding o,ccu..nulaies, „,,,,,s,w,,,  

a society wilt develop 
in F The Landlords Threw off 

the natural resources upon - 	 th& Taxes 
for existence.... The serfs 	 AS FOLLOWS:- 
of the European Middle 
Ages are but a classic 
example of this phe-
nomenon. (The wide-
spread poverty in Latin 
America and the US 
today point to the per-
sistent problem of abso-
lute property in land 
without justice.) 

Because Libertari-
anism does not effec-
tively promote justice 
with respect to landhold-
ing I feel it would lead to 
nothing other than a 
neo-feudalism. Serfdom 
is not libertarian, but 
where libertarianism ig-
nores the effect of abso-
lute private property in 

Libertarianism & Feudalism 
(coi&tinuedfrom p. 2) 

system of justice .... our[s] is basically de-
rived from it. The Magna Carta is one of 
the major contributions of this period. 
The nobles did not allow the king to ac-
quire too much power. The reverse was 
also true. 

This is not an arrangement which 
libertarianswouldbe ashamed to be asso-
ciated with... On the contrary, they 
strongly advocate it. The attempt to limit 
the power of the king (central govern-
ment) would also please them.... 

It is not necessary to think what 
would happen if all land were to be privat-
ized since this has basically been the Situ-

- ationfornturieswith-thestateas the 
cause of one segment of society holding 
the upper hand and of class conflict and 
class status (see Franz Oppenheimer's 
The State), why advocate the mainte-
nance of what we have? 

....Also, feudalism is referred to as 
the equivalent of a command economy. 
Since commerce was very limited, as was 
the use of money, and since a command 
economy exists where the government 
has direct control over the economy, it is 
too extreme to associate feudalism with a 
command economy." 

From Fred E. Foidvary, Alexandria,  
Virginia: It is incorrect [to classify liber-
tarianism as feudalism] on three counts. 
First.., under feudalism, the serfs were 
tied to the land. In a libertarian society, 
theywouldbe free to leave any territory.. 

Second, libertarianism is identical to 
classical liberalism and the free market... 
it makes no sense to then put libertarian-
ism under the opposite category, com-
man&nom_ 

Third, if all government functions 
were privatized, land values would col-
lapse. How is this "feudalism"? Billions of 
dollars of tax money is spent on public 
goods that subsidize rent. If these services 
are privatized, the burden for streets, 
police, parks, etc.,would fall on landown-
ers. Thus they would not only get much 
less rent but pay more out of rent for 
services, which would result in a crash of 
land values..., much more Georgean than 
the current system, yet by opposing liber-
tarians, so-called Georgists favor today's 
more feudalistic system.... 

The diagram shows no understand-
ing of markets. Proprietors gain income 
from providing access to land and serv-
ices, and they compete to do so.... people 
need to be located in land, but the title 
holders would compete vigorously to 
provide that service - precisely because it 
generates rents!.., only by allowing use 
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Feudalism broke down in Englandwhen the "nobles"decidedto keep 
more & more of the rent for theinselves,not paying their daes to the 
crown. Then they took more lands for thmsehes, evicting the 
peasants,and enclosing the commons in order to graze dieep ' for a 
greater income. Were they just responding to market forces? The 
peasants, no longer tied to the land, were now 'free” to starve in the 
cities, be executed forpickpocketing, or work for sobsistence wages. 



As reported in our ks# newsletter, our guest economists from Moscow learned a lot about 
how Americans make a living. In turn, we learned how Muscovites have fun. Our boa vayage 
reception featured a delicious spread of food donated and prepared by trustee Fiyda Ossias. 
Wonderful gifts,such as a Russian samovar, were presented by our guests to show thanks to the 
many volunteers and staffpersons who welcomed them. A surprise birthday cake was presented 
to Prof Jack Schwartzman in honor of his 801h birthday. As spirits rose, so did voices, Jades 
incb.ided in Russian song. The celebrating and farewells continued into the night at volunteer 
Lynn Yosisapamnent, wljereMuscovitesandNew Yorkersjoined inplayingand singingAmerican 
as well as Russian favorites-- quite an ending to an unfoigettable three weeks. 
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Ground rent ...is the tribute which 
natural laws levy upon every occu-
pant of 1an4 as the market price of 
all the social as well as natural ad-
vantages appertaining to that lan4 
including necessarily, his just share 
of the cost of government.... Those 
who actually receive ground rent, or 
who could receive it if they would 
form the class which we call 'land-
lords "...Year by year they assess the 
value oftheprivilege ofoccupyingthe 
land.... Evetyonenins after the land-
lor4 to tell him what his land is 
worth .... The landlorL.is Nature's 
electedtax-gatherer. But Nature does 
not compel him...to pay over to the 
state what he collects. This must be 
done by the state itself 

-ThomasSheannan, 
Natural Taxation (1895) 

AL4NNA HARTZOK 
CAMPAIGNS FORLOCAL 
& GLOBAL REFORMS 

Alanna Hartzok continues her per-
sonal campaign for peace and social jus-
tice. As staff writer for the newspaper 
Public Opinion in .Coathbersburg, Penn-
sylvania, she had a recent feature on the 
front page of the Home section of the 
February 19, 1992 issue. "Municipalities 
seek fair tax rates" explains how some 
seventeen Pennsylvania communities are 
taxing land values higher than building 
values, to the benefit of most homeown-
ers. 

Ms. Hartzok opens the article by 
taking on the Franklin County commis-
sioners who think a local income tax is 
fairer than a real estate and property 
taxes because "they have no bearing on a 
person's ability to pay." The commission-
ers said they were not familiar with the 
two-tier property tax that eases the bur-
den on most homeowners (and almost all 
tenants). In response, Ms. Hartzok mar-
shals the evidence presented by Dr. Ste-
ven Cord of the Center for the Study of 
Economics. 

Another concern dear to Alanna's 
heart is Building a More Democratic 
United Nations, which happens to be the 
title of a new bookto which Ms. Hartzok 
contributes a chapter. Her chapter and 
the others are the proceedings of the first 
international Conference on a More 
Democratic U.N. (CAMDUN). Her fel-
low contributors include George-sup-
porters Dr. Harry Lerner (Convener of 
the Peoples Assembly, a UN NGO, non- 

governmental organization), and the late 
Elizabeth R. (Betsy) Dana (a World 
Federalist and founder of The Georgist 
Registry). 

Addressing the proposed Second 
Assembly of the UN (representing 
people rather than governments), 
Alanna suggests that it be based on fairly 
sharing the earth. She suggests that reve-
nues for the Second Assembly programs 
come from a "common heritage fund" 
rather than adding any more burdens 
upon labor and productive capital. To 
begin with, writes Alanna, the 500 popu-
lation regions, from which the proposed 
500representatives are to be drawn,need 
to be delineated. These boundaries, then, 
would not be based on existing nation-
state territorial monopolies. 

Connecting global public finance 
with the problems (such as war) associ-
ated with inequitable control of land, Ms. 
Hartzok cites colleague Susan (not 
Henry) George's book, How the Other 
Half Dies: "The most pressing cause of 
the abject poverty which millions of 
people in this world endure is that a mere 
2.5% of landowners with more than 100 
hectares control nearly three quarters of 
all the land in the world - with the top 
0.23% controlling over halt" (Penguin 
Books, 1976, pg. 24). 

Building a More Democratic United 
Nations, which is over 300 pages, was 
published in 1991 by Frank Cass, do In-
ternational Specialized Book Services, 
Inc., 5602 N.E. Hassalo St., Portland, OR 
97213. 
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COSTING THE ILL TH: A Market for the Environment 
Perhaps people with busy schedules 

can be excused for missing an article on 
page 45 of the Saturday New York Thnes, 
buton February8th,thatpage held avery 
interesting article, headlined U.N. Group 
OffersPian to Control Polhuion Through a 
Quota System. 

Now just wait a moment, you might 
ask,whywould Georgistsbe interested in 
such a thing? What do quotas for pollu-
tlou control have to do with making land 
common property? The article is sub-
titled "A proposal to put a price on car-
bon dioxide and other global pollutants." 
Here, we're getting warm - which is a 
good thing, because the earth's atmos-
phèreis,tôó - fóitibiy sö. - 

In the 60s and 70s, the first flower-
ings of the modern environmental move-
ment were essentially local in focus. Ef-
forts were undertaken to improve air 
quality in specific cities, to 
protect the integrity of spe-
cific water tables, or to re-
sponsibly deal with the dis-
posal of waste (recycling, of 
course, whenever possible). 
The only anti-pollution laws 
to be enacted on a national 
scale were those over which 
the local community could 
have no control, such as 
auto-emission controls. 

Protecting the environment is al-
ways an uphill battle, because air and 
waterhave aiwaysbeen free goods. Legis-
lation to protect them merely confers a 
small benefit upon each individual air-
breather and water-drinker. In other 
words, such laws impose costs on pollut-
ers without conferring  (economic) bene-
fits upon anyone. Thus, those who advo-
cate environmental regulations are por-
trayed as Enemies of the American Way. 
More importantly, the only countries 
likely to enact them are those which are 
affluent enough to absorb the resulting 
disincentives to production. 

In the 90s, however, with the advent 
of global warming and widespread deser-
tification, pollution has become a global 
issue. Air and'water are no longer free: 
they have attained market costs, which 
are (or will soon be) as real as the costs of 
wages, maintenance, or health insurance. 
When something has a price, it will be 
traded. It is widely known that the easiest 
way to make something happen on a 
large scale is to make it profitable. 

So, the United Nations Conference 
on Trade and Development has released 
a plan that would set national quotas on 
emissions. Writes Marlise Simons in the 

New York Thnes,\ "It would for the first 
time put a worldwide price on one or 
more of the pollutants blamed for global 
warming." Nations that produce less, per 
capita, of the pollutant in question (the 
program would probably start with car-
bon dioxide, since it is quite easy to meas-
ure) would be able to sell credits to richer 
and dirtier nations. Thiswould amount to 
an environmentally benign form of for-
eign aid, and place a market value on 
reducing emissions. 

The UN commission acknowledges 
that such an agreement would be difficult 
to negotiate. As long as wealthy, heavy-
polluting nations can meet their own 
esiviio ntái standards -by farming 
their industries out to hungry, marginal-
ized foreign workers, they will do so. 
Indeed, third-world nations should have 
no problem with this aspect of global free 

trade. There may, however,be something 
in it for everyone. Rich industrial coun-
tries already have relatively stringent 
environmental regulations. Further pol-
lution reduction may be quite expensive 
for them; pollution credits would be a 
better bargain. The revenues poor coun-
tries gain from pollution credits-would be 
a welcome substitute for the revenues 
theywould have gotten from doing indus-
trial dirty work. Thus, the net amount of 
harmful emissions would be reduced. 

Of course, to achieve its potential, 
the policy depends on strict - and strictly 
enforced - pollution-control laws in the 
western industrial nations. These regula-
tions are the primary way in which pollu-
tion Is made expensive. The United 
States economy can afford this: for ex-
ample, automakerswere perfectly able to 
meet California's stringent emissions 
requirements. The alternative was to lose 
a huge market. 

Developing nations, however, who 
are struggling to industrialize, raise living 
standards, and meet interest payments to 
western banks, cannot afford the "lux-
ury" of imposing the additional cost of 
cleanliness on industry. They want the 
jobs. Multinational corporations are  

faced with a choice between high-priced 
labor and costly pollution regulations at 
home, or getting away - sometimes liter-
ally - with murder in the third world. 
Union Carbide paid a large settlement on 
one of the worst industrial disasters in 
history in Bhopal, India - but from a cost-
effectiveness point of view, the company 
did quite well. What might Union Car-
bide have beesi forced to pay for killing, 
say, four thousand Pennsylvanians? 

Many people recoil from the notion 
of trading in "pollution credits" because 
they feel that such a system would some-
how legitimize polluters - would confer 
upon them, for thirty pieces of silver, the 
right to pollute. That maybe s6,-but only 
if we realize that polluters would pollute 
anyway. If we make it too expensive for 
industry to befoul our back yard (the 
United States),we create an incentive for 

to relocate to a place that 
re jobs. Let the Mexicans 
pass their own laws if they 
want clean air. 

Developing countries 
have the opportunity to 
avoid the environmental 
mistakes of the industrial 
revolution. Emerging 
technologies in conserva-
tion, recycling, sustain-
able farming and forestry, 

and renewable energy could be the basis 
for the industrial infrastructure that de-
veloping nations are desperately trying to 
build. But if developing nations cannot 
raise the start-up costs of innovative, 
clean technologies, they will industrialize 
without them - in other words, they will 
do the dirty work for-western companies. - 
In that case, our environmental regula-
tions will amount to nothing more than a 
global NIMBY policy. 

From a Georgist point of view, the 
policy of trading in pollution credits of-
fers a special bonus: it amounts, after all, 
to the charging of rentforecononiic land. 
Everyone has the right to healthful air 
and unpoisoned water. Up until now, the 
costs of pollution have been borne by 
every member of society: in health-care 
costs, in taxes that clean up toxic wastes 
and taxes that subsidize autos and high-
ways. Up until now, the ability to pollute 
the air and water and not pay for It has 
been a windfall for landowners and a tax 
on consumers. The right to pollute and 
not pay has enhanced the rent of indus-
trial land. The policy of international 
trading in pollution credits will have the 
effect of charging polluters some of the 
cost of polluting. -Lindy Davies 
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POSTSCRIPT ONRERUMNOVARUM 
Vincent Ponko, Jr. presented a pa-

per on "Henry George's View of Return 
Novarum" at the First International 
Conference on Social Values. The paper, 
sent to us by the Robert Schalkenbach 
Foundation, indicates that the confer -
ence was held this past Summer at the 
Von Huegel Institute of St. Edmund's 
College, University of Cambridge, Eng-
land, and that the co-sponsor was Iona 
College, New Rochelle, New York. 

Ponko starts with the observation 
that the interpretation of Pope Leo's in-
tent, in Rerum Novarum, was divided 
within the Roman Catholic Church at the 
time, 1891, and even remains so today. 

- --Citingthe article byDr. J. Brian Benestad 
in the January 1986 issue oftheAmencan 
Journal of Economics and Sociology, 
Ponko goes on to a detailed exposition of 
George's response, The Condition of 
Labor. An Open Letter to Leo XIII. 

Ponko notes that "George demol-
ished Leo XIH's contention that what is 
purchased by rightful property is rightful 
property by noting that the same argu-
ment could be used in the buying and 
selling of slaves." He goes onto note the 
demolition by George of several other 
papal assertions, including that private 
property in land deprives no one of the 
use of land (George lists historic ex-
amples to the contrary). George also 
makes the distinction between secure 
possession and private property. 

As Ponko details, George even 
questions the religious assumptions of 
Leo's arguments, quoting George: "you 
give us equal rights in heaven,but deny us 
equal rights on earth." George notes that 
the early Christians did not separate 
words and actions, in their hope for the 
speedy reign of justice and "Thy King-
dom come on earth." 

"The stars in the courses fight 
against Sisera, and in the ferment of to-
day, to him who hath ears to hear, the 
doom of industrial slavery is sealed. 
Where shall the dignitaries of the Church 
be in the struggle that is coming, nay that 
is already here? On the side of justice and 
liberty, or on the side of wrong and slav-
ery?" This question, cited by Ponko, that 
George put to the Pope over one 
hundred years ago, is even more relevant 
today... as the dispossessed workers of the 
world are being caught in an ever-tight-
ening net of global economic monopoly 
and political domination. 

There were, in George's day, clergy 
who chose the side of justice and liberty. 
On is reminded of Dr. Edward McGlynn, 
the Roman Catholic priest in Irish New 

York who was temporarily excommuni-
cated by the Vatican for supporting the 
Single Tax cause. That the upper levels of 
Roman hierarchy are more concerned 
with maintaining power and privilege is 
nothing new. The Middle Ages saw the 
Crusade against and slaughter of the 
Cathars in southern France. The Cathars 
denied papal authority as well as the 
Biblical imperative of sexual reproduc-
tion. It seems that while the pope wanted 
to protect his power, the feudal lords 
wanted to stamp out this threat to a grow-
ing labor force that would generate a 
growing feudal tribute. There are good 
reasons, if you are a landowner, em-
ployer, or member of the church hierar-
chy, to act to ensure that the birth rate is 
kept as high as possible. More people 
means more tribute, and competition 
among workers means lower wages. 
Even Saint Francis, who led a popular 
movement devoted to voluntary poverty, 
was almost excommunicated. 

Today, there is a lot of evident and 
active concern for the poor and dispos-
sessed among Roman Catholics. For 
example, there is the Catholic Relief 
Services "Operation Rice Bowl." This 
1992 Lenten program "reflects the close 
links between caring for the poor and 
caring for the environment..., when we 
examine the ecological destruction of our 
planet... we realize that a disregard and 
abuse of the environment reflects the 
inequitable distribution of the world's 
resources. The poor have access to lim-
ited resources and are therefore some-
times forced to misuse these resources to 
meet their basic human needs." So reads 
a flyer put out by Catholic Relief Services 
(209 West Fayette St., Baltimore,- MD 
21201-3443). 

The flyer includes data from such 
organizations as Worldwatch Institute 
(e.g., there are now more than 13 million 
refugees in the world, due to political, 
economic and/or ecological conditions). 
Among the telling quotations is one from 
the Guatemalan Bishops, who call for 
compensation, as a matter of justice, for 
centuries of "neglect" suffered by the 
peasant and indigenous groups of their 
country. 

A small box delineates the "Effects 
of Skewed Distribution: . landlessness 
leading to poverty and hunger . migra-
tion to already overcrowded cities with 
high rates of unemployment . frustration 
among the landless poor leading to 
armed conflict . destruction of rain-
forests by people who desperately need 
land 'deforestation leading to soil ero- 

sion and extinction of species 'overculti-
vation of existing croplands 'exploitation 
of tenant farmers and sharecropperswho 
work for large landowners." 

While the conclusion of this pam-
phlet does not mention the method 
George proposed, it certainly is in the 
spirit of justice - that inspired his vision: 
"Let us be good stewards bycaring forthe 
earth and respecting the rights of all 
people to share in its many gifts." 

-MAS 

HENRY GEORGE SCHOOL 
The First 60 Years (frflrrpig) 
relevant statistical analysis on the land 
question. Several years after Prof. 
Fmkelstein's death in 1982, the Center's 
work was taken upby the Center for the 
Study of Economics, in Columbia, Md., 
under the direction of Prof. Steve Cord. 

Under the direction of NY-fiGS di-
rector Stan Rubenstein, and Northern 
California HGS Director Bob Scrofani, 
an ambitious high school program was 
begun. Twenty-three semi-annual high 
school urban workshops have been held, 
in cooperation with the NYC Council on 
Economic Education at Baruch College. 
Over 4000 teachers nationwide have used 
the school's Land and Freedom high 
school lesson materials and videos. 

In 1989, an international conference 
celebrating the 150th anniversary of 
Henry George's birth was hosted by the 
Philadelphia fiGS. This extension is 
housed at 413 South 10th St. - the birth-
place of Henry George. At the 1989 con-
ference, the birthplace was re-dedicated. 
Lovingly restored to its appearance and 
dimensions at the time of George's birth, 
the building has received a number of 
awards for excellence in restoration. 

Now, in 1992, the Henry George 
School endeavors to keep juggling most 
of the plates it has successfully thrown in 
its 60-year history. Adult classes at the 
headquarters and extensions, returning 
to the tried-and-true HGS curriculum, 
are gathering momentum. The high 
school program continues to expand in 

(continued an page 8) 

Henry George School Directors 
Oscar Geiger 1932-34 
Norman Fowles 1934- 35 
Otto Dorn 1935-36 
Frank Chodorov 1936 -42 
Margaret Bateman 1942-46 
Robert Clancy l946-68 - 

Arnold Weinstein 1969 -74 
Philip Finkelstein 1976- 82 
Stan Rubenstein 1975, '83-89 
George Collins 1989 - present 
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BOOK NOTES "How It Plays in Peoria: Everybody Knew George'ssecond published piece, "a stir- 
Plan Would Not Work, But!: Did' This, ring article about President Abraham 

From Poverty to Prosperity By 2000 perhaps, sums up the experience of site lincoln's assassination entitled 'Sic Scm- 

Review by the Editor value taxation over the years. Everybody per 1,rannis.'" 
knows it won't work.... This book explains Most of George's subsequent writ- 

As the subtitle of this study indicates, how and why it does! ings are named, with special attention to 
it deals with prospects for reviving West Our Land and Land Policy, Progress and 
Vbginia's economy. 	Edited by Walt Trying to Change the World Poverty,. and Protection or Free Trade. Un- 
Rybeck, this 63-page large format paper- 

Review by Susan Klingelhoefer fortunately, the author fails to mention 
back offers a Georgist perspective on this the success of Progress and Poverty as a 
Appalachian state. The paradox, like that "The mayor of New York City, classic of political economy, but compen- 
of progress and poverty, is 'That an area David N. Dinkins,proclaimed Sunday, sates by carefully citing dates and num- 
so richly endowed with natural and September 1990, as Henry George Day." hers with regard to George's 1886 New 
human resources is so economically This is the opening sentence in a chapter York mayoral campaign, and later, his 
depressed." devoted to Henry funeral in 1897. 

In his preface, From Poverty to Prosperity by 2000 George in the new Rinaldo writes about the "Single 
Rybeck makes a sober- can be purchased from the center for book by Peter M. Taxers" conference in New York City in 
ing observation in this Public Dialogue, 10615 Brunswick Ave., Rinaldo, Trying to 1890, and names the inspired supporters 
eranfeo1dwar_4ctory ntgt9nMl20895 (Tck- Changej/ie -'d----of---late years: -Joseph- Fels, -Carrie 	- - 

"Many nations, after 3535). Prices are $12.95 each; $10 each for 
10 to 24 copies; $9 each for 25 to 49 copies; 

The author, a Chapman Cott, Oscar Geiger ,  (founder 
decades of mindless and $8 each for 50 or more. graduate Summa of the Henry Georgehool), and 
bureaucracies and cen- 

Trying to Change the World 
Cum Laude of Robert Schalkenbach. At the end of the 

trally-dictated produc- is published by DorPete Press, released Bowdoin College, chapter, meritorious credit is given to 
tion, hasten to call for May lS,1992. List price is$14.95in the US, discus the lives George's ideas with citings as recent as  
free markets. Then, as and $17.95 overseas. It will be distributed of George and the fall of 1990, including the recommen- 
they take a closer look at a special price by the Robert Schalken- other reformers as dation "that the Soviet Union put into 
at capitalism, some ask bach Foundation, 41 East 72nd St., New a way of introduc- practice Henry George's theory." 
if this means they must York, NY 10021. ing his own pro- 
face the poverty, and gram for reform. Henry George School at Any 
high unemployment seen, for example, in George is in good company in this book: (from page 7) 
Appalachia. We can't sell what we have- Rachel Carson, Moses Cotsworth, Mar- both breadth and depth. Efforts to inte- 
n't got. If we have no answer for the garet Sanger, Frederick Douglass, Susan grate the Georgist philosophy with pro- 
poverty of West Virginia, how can we sell B. Anthony, Randall Forsberg, and fessional economists are bearing fruit, 
an answer to Russians or anyone else?" Ralph Nader. "Would you like to follow e.g., this year's intensive seminar for a 

And so, in December 1990, in Char- in their footsteps?" asks Rinaldo. group of economists from Moscow. The 
leston, seventy West Virginian econo- Chapter IV, "Henry George: Tax school has survived depressions, dol- 
mists, business people, labor leaders, Reform", is an accurately detailed biog- drums, and divisiveness. Speaking to the 
public officials, religious leaders and raphy of the son of Catherine Valiance 7th Henry George Congress on the 
community activists met with twenty na- and Richard Samuel Henry George, "the founding of the school in 1932, Oscar 
tonal experts to examine the obstacles to second child and oldest boy." Rinaldo Geiger said, "If truth were the goal of our 
progress and the steps to overcome them. sprinkles the history of young Henry's life Schools and Colleges, ...our task, as our 

This thirteen-chapter account of the with such details as, "He also started a master's, would have been done." That 
proceedings covers a wide and deep program of self-education... as well as day has not come, but the HGS's iongev- 

-range- -of---issues: 	the 	problems 	and attending popular science lectures at the ity, and its-currenVvitAiyrinake it likely 
strengths of West Virginia; the state's Franklin Institute." And in reference to that the school will continue itswork until 
poverty in the midst of its rich natural re- his early writing career, Rinaldo cites that day arrives. 	- Lindy Davies 
sources; how subsurface wealth has been 
taxed and how to make appraisal more 
equitable; efforts to update property 
taxation; basic rules of good taxation and Henry George School of Social Science 	 I Non-profit Org. 	I 
how to raise revenue from land and natu- 121 East 30th Street I 	U.S. postage I 
ral resources without depressing incen- New York, NY 10016 I 	PAID I 
tives for work and prosperity; and tax New York, NY 
issues related to school funding, farming, 

Address correction requested 
I 	Permit No. 7759 
I 

I 
I 

timber and housing. 
Among the ninety participants, sev- 

eral familiar Georgists are quoted in this 
study, including George Collins, Steve 
Cord, Ed Dodson, Mason Gaffney, Ted  

Ui 	1 	--t: 
. ........ 

.......... 
Gwartney, C Lowell Harriss, Sein Tin,  
Richard Noyes, Arthur Rybeck, Erika ..............::. 	

- 	 .. 
. 	 . 	. 

Rybeck, and John Strauma. ... 
This work is dotted with nine case 

studies, or success stories. For example, 
Success Story #6 by John L Kelly tells 


