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’I‘HE POLITICAL AND ETHICAL OUTCOME OF
SOCIALISM

THE VAST POWER OF SOCIALIST OFFICIALS .

Ix my last lecture, T tried to bring before you a picture of
the economic and industrial consequences that must result
from the adoption of the fundamental proposals of Socialism,
those proposals on which all Socialists arc agreed. 1 showed
that it must lead to industrial retrogression; that it must lead
to an enormous reduction in the productivity of labor, and
therefore, to universal poverty. I shall now endeavor to
bring before you a picture of the political consequences which
the adoption of these same proposals must bring about. We
found that the absolutely indispensable condition for the
State’s carrying on and managing the industries of the
country, is the creation of a managing officialdom — a numer-
ous, strongly organized, carefully graduated and strongly dis-
ciplined body of officials, culminating in one central all-di-
recting  agency. We found, further, that in-order that this
central agency may regulate industry and determine what
kinds and what qualities and what quantities of goods shall be
-produced, it must also have the power to control every man
and every woman in the country with regard to the occupa-
tion which they are to follow, with regard to the place where
they are to reside, with regard to the intensity with
whtich they are to work; and we further found that the same
officials must also manage every printing establishment, and,
therefore, must have the monopoly of the production of all

bocks, all newspapers, all magazines, and other literature.

Therefore Socialism, in order that it shall manage the whole
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of the industries of the country, must give to its officialdom a
power which has never yet been possessed by any governing
agency in this world; an unprecedented power of daily and
hourly interference with every detail of the life of the whole
population. Imperial Casar in the hey-day of his might,
never had such a power over the subject peoples as will thus
be  given to the officials of the Sccialized State. If that
power were carried out with absolute honesty, if the Socialist
officials were actuated by nothing else but the greatest care
for the public interest, and never looked after their own in-

© terests; if there were never any organized attempt to ex-

ceed the powers which have been given to them — those pow-
ers nevertheless which Socialism must give, wounld constitute
the utmost despotism on the part of the officials, and corres-
ponding slavery on the part of the whole community. But
is it to be expected that such a power as this will be carried
out honestly? " That is the next question which I ask you

.to consider.. I ask you to consider what the officials of

Socialism will do with the tremendous power which the
people will have handed over to them.

TYRANNY INEVITARLE

"Like all other groups of men, those constituting govern-
mental agencies — the officials of the State — desire to ex-
tend the functions, the power, and the privileges of the agency
ﬁ) which they belong. While that is true of all classes of
men, it is specially true, and to a very much larger extent, of
government officials, because carrying out duties and perform- -
ng functions which difier widely from the functions per-
formed by the rest of the people, there inevitably arises among
them a spirit of caste. Therefore, while all groups of men
place their own special interests above and before the general
interest, that is specially true of the officials of the State. At
the same time, their close organization, their graduated regu-
lation, the fact that they are commanded from one center, en-
ables: them to pursue their interests with persistency, and
easily to overcome the sporadic resistance of the rest of the
people, divided as they are by many apparently conflicting
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interests, ' ‘The whole course of history, therefore, shows that
governmental bodies constantly aim at extending their power,
escaping control, and transforming derivative authority into
absolute authority. - You can see it in the rise of petty elec-
tive chiefs of Teutonic tribes to absclute and hereditary king-
ship: you can see it in the rise of humble deacons and pres-
byters into princes of the church and popes; you can see it
to-day in the absolute power which has been acquired by the
party machinery in the United States. For while the people
of the United States still enjoy all the forms of control over
their several governments, while popular election is still the
only road to all political and many administrative offices,
nevertheless it is a notorious fact that the people have lost all
control. It has been transferred to the. party machinery —
" the officers of the party, its bureaucracy, created for the pur-
pose of making popular control ineffective. ‘The party’s of-

R

ficials, directed by some “ boss,” nominate the whole of the

candidates for office, and to the people there is left but the in-
efficient, the inglorious, the frequently distasteful task of
tatifying the nomination of either the cne or the other of the
two rival “ bosses.” The machinery that has been created to
attain one object has attained another and a contrary ob-
- ject. The servants of the people have become the masters of
the people.

EXAMPLE OF CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETIES AND TRADE UNIONS

Now this same tendency for officials to escape control and
to wield a power that cannot be resisted by the people may

also be studied in other than official directions. It has man-

ifested itself already in the co-operative societies of Great
Britain, culminating in the wholesale societies of England

and Scotland. Let me place before you what a careful ob-

server, the late Henry Demarest Lloyd, had to say on that
subject in his very interesting book called Labor Co-part-
nership. First let me state that Mr. Lloyd cannot be ob-
jected to by Socialists, for he was an ardent Socialist himself.
Nevertheless, speaking of the organization of these wholesale
societies, he says — The co-operative stores of each district
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hold meetings periodically to decide questions of business and
policy. - In.those district meetings the wholesale directors are
represented by two of their own number, and with their
wider experience and central prestige they find it an easy
matter usually to control the local delegates. Nominally,

" the wholesale is under the control of the delegates chosen by

the people who hold shares in it, and for whose convenience
it was constituted; but practically, popular control is grad-
ually becoming a mere name. ‘The central government has
become so large that its own public cannot deal with it.”
Now let me bring you another proof. ILet me bring before
you the difficulties which the trade unions experience to con-

- trol and limit the growing power of their officials, ‘The evi-

dence which I shall bring before you is taken from Indus-
trial Democracy, by Mr. and Mrys, Sidney Webb, surely
witnesses that cannot be objected to by Socialists. Mr, and
Mrs. Sidney Webb have made the greatest and most inter-
esting study of the history of trade unionism. They are un-
willing witnesses to what they here state, for they are leading
Socialists themselves. Excuse the length of the quotation;

it is so important that I cannot curtail it. Dealing with the’

evolution of trade union organization, they say:—""It was
assumed that everything should be submitted to * the voices’
of the whole body. . . . As the union developed from an

angry crowd , . . into an insurance company of national ex- -

tent . . . the need for administrative authority more and
more forced itself on the minds of the members. . . . The

- growing mass of business and the difficulty and complication

of the questions dealt with involved the growth of an official
class marked off by capacity, training, and habits of life,
from the rank and file. Failure to specialize executive func-
tions quickly brought extinction. On the other hand, this
very specialization undermined the popular control. . . .
The vearly expedients of rotation of office, the mass meeting,
and the referendum proved in practice utterly inadequate
as'a means of recovering genuine popular control. At each
particular crisis the individual member found himself over-
matched by the official machinery which he had created. At
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this stage 1rrespon51ble burcaucracy scemed the incvitable out-
~ come. - The democracy found yet another - expedient, whlch_ -

in some favorite unions-has gone far to solve the problem.
The spcc1al1zat1on of the executive in a permanent expert
civil service, was balanced by the specialization of the Leégis--
lature,. by the establishment of a supreme responSIblc assem-

" bly, undertaking the work of direction and control. . . . We . .

hive scen how difficuit i1_: is for. a community of manual works
ers.to obtaih such an assembly, and how large a part-is in-
evitably played in it by the ever growing number of salaried -

" officers. . . . How far such a development will. tend to in-

crease bureaucracy; _h_ow far, on the other hand, it will in-
crease the real authority of the people over the representa-
tive dssembly; and of the representative assembly over the

- permanent. «civil service . . . all these. are questions which
make the fature interesting.” S '

THE STATE AND TRADE UNIONS CONTRASTED

- Now this quotation shows you first of all thaf tféde union-

" ism “finds it impossible to control the growing power of .its

officials.. Consequently, they try an elective assembly as a
means for that end. In some favored unions this has had -
some success, . but even in these unions it catries. within its

_ own bosom the seed of decay, for the number of officials who. :
" are ‘elected to the controlling assembly becomes larger and
Jarger.  Mr. and Mrs. Webb themselves doubt whether an ©

elective assembly ¢an control the bureaucracy of a socialized.
State; but when you come to inguire into :it— when you..
come -to. compare the officials of unionism with the bureau-
cracy of the socizlized State, you must see that there is not a
shadow of ‘a hope that it can be controlled by an elective:
assembly : '
A union is 2 voluntary body, which men can-join or not
jﬂm_, ‘as they please, and they can leave the union without .
making a very great sacrifice. At any rate that is true in
all those countries where they. have not yet adopted com-

_ pulsory arbitration. If then a minority of the members of =
“the union bacome dlssatlsﬁed with the conduct of the affairs -
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~ of the union, .there is nothing to prevent their leaving the
union and setting up another union; and if a majority of the'

union become- dissatisfied, they can discharge the whole of

" their officials and “appoint new ones." o o g
- This fate will all the more certainly avertake the officials
- of the.union if they are arrogant or tyrdannical,. because; com-

pared with the members of the union, there are very few of

them, and they can have but few relatives and interested
. iriends-among the members of the union; because there is no
- general-organization embracing the whole of the officials of

unions; and ‘because the union having little patronage, they
have very little power of bribery and intimidation over the

L members of the unjon. Now in all these respects the social-
ized State and the bureaucracy of the socialized State con-
. trast absolutely with the unions and the ofhcials of the unions.

The State is not a voluntary hody. Men cannot leave the

- State and set up another State when they become dissatisfied.

Therefore, the dissatisfied minority can do nothing, and even
a dissatisfied majority could not escape tyranny and oppres-
sion by the officials, because those officials are numerous ; they
have numerous friends among the refrulated masses ; they have

unequalled power of interfercnce, of bribery and intimida--
“'tion,. and there are several other reasons. “Now let-me ex-

pand this 2 little.

FACTORS IN BUREAUCRATIC -POWER
A regulative agency grows at the expense of the regulated

masses. Every unit transferred from the people to any class

of officials increases the power of aggression of the officials

and ‘reduces the resisting power of the people. But this

transter of power is very much greater than the number of
the transferred units would indicate, for it is a transfer from
an unorganized mass to a carefully organized class, and it in-
cludes the relatives and friends of the new officials, most of

- 'whom now . transfer their sympathy snd support from the
masses of the people to the official class. : :

"T'his official class, exceedingly numerous, ciosely.organized,—
carefully graduated, centrally commanded; supported by a
47. ' ‘
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still larger number of relatives and friends among the regula-
tive masses, holds within its hand the whole of the land, the
whole of the capital, and all the wealth that has been pro-
duced in the country. With the one hand, therefore, they
exercise unrivaled power of bribery; with the other, they ex-
ercise unrivaled power of intimidation. For these officials, as
I have already pointed out, also must have power to deter-
mine the occupation which any man or woman shall follow,
to transfer them from one place to another, and to decide’
whether they work with sufficient encrgy and efficiency.
What, then, is to prevent the officials’ separating from his -
wife any man who has become dissatisfied and has given ex-
pression to his dissatisfaction ; to separate brother and sister?
‘What is to prevent the officials from separating father from
daughter, sweetheart from sweetheart, under the pretense
that the condition of production requires it? How is any
man who has been so treated to show that he has been treated
unjustly?  How can a man who has been sent from an easy
occupation to a harder occupation, who has been sent from a
pleasant place to an unpleasant place — because, perhaps, he
has excited the anger of the officials — how is he to prove

" that it was done unjustly, when the officials alone can judge

what the changes of industry require? Clearly, then, if grat-

“itude for favors received and to come does not silence every

expression of dissatisfaction, fear of vengeance may well
do so. '

AN OFFICIAL PRESS AND POST OFTFICE

But the power of the officials does not stop even there. As
I have already pointed out, Socialism can no more permit a
capitalist to carry on and profit by the publication of news-
papers, than it can allow a capitalist to carry on and profit by
the manufacture of boots., Therefore, the officials have a
menopoly of the production of books, of newspapers, of mag-
azines and all other publications. How then can their acts
be criticized by anybody? How can their misdeeds be made
known outside of the immediate circle of those that have wit-
nessed them? The officials are the only ones who can publish
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ncws and express opinions, and therefore no news czn be pub-

: rlishe_d and no opinion cxpressed from one end of the country
- .to the other, except that which is approved of by the officials.

Therefore, it is utterly impossible to organize resistance to
any act of the officials; to any excess of power of which they
are guilty, or to any acts of despotism which they may com-
mit, If it is suggested that, in the absence of a iree press,
public opinion can be stimulated and resistance can be or-
ganized through the post office, .znd through personal ag-
itation, the power of the officials again stands in the way.
For of necessity there must be officials in every workshop and
every factory, every mine, every farm, and every warehouse,
Therefore nobody can express dissatisfaction with officials :
still less can any one begin to agitate, without the officials’
at once becoming aware of it. What, then, is to prevent
their harrassing him by all the power of officialdom? What =
is-to prevent them from opening the letters addressed to him,
as they pass through the post office?

AGITATION IMPOSSIBELE

As to personal agitation — when the officials have the
power to fix every man and woman in 2 place, or to shift them
as they please, as soon as any man begins to agitate, the of-
ficials will send him into some desert where he is unknown.
Clearly, then, under Socialism agitation is imnpossible by per-
sonal effort. Agitation is impossible through the post office;
and still more is agitation impossible through the press.
Therefore there exists absolutely no means under Socialism
by which public resistance to official aggression can be organ-
ized. I, then, as we witness to-day in continental countries,
a comparatively small body of officials, having little power of
interference, of -bribery and of intimidation, nevertheless ex-
ercise enormous influence over the people whose servants they
profess to be, is it not obvious that the enormous body of
officials in the socialized state, having unrivaled power of in-
terference, of bribery, and of intimidation, holding also ‘in

.their hands the whole of the newspaper press .and whatever
_armed force there may be, would constitute a power abso-
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Tutely 1rre51st1ble to a. people ha.vmg no settled pohcy, no ag- -

customed habit of working together, and absolutely no means
of commumcatmg with each other?

PARLIAMENTARY C(}NTROL A DREAM

To control such a power as this by an electwe assembly’
cleatly is an idle. dream. Even Mr. and Mrs. Webb see

‘that, as the number of officials in tlie Legislative Assembly of

the trade umion. is constantly becoming greater, the control
over the officials by these legislative assemblies must become

“farcical. But what is to prevent the officials of the socialized -

State from entering the Legislative Assemblies of the social-
ized ‘State, or from sending there men who are devoted to
their interests? Clearly nobody can be elected but those
" whom the official classes favor, because nobody could become
known to the people except those whom the official classes

favored. My friends have seen something of the power of

the Age to conceal information from’ the people of this
" country; or, if you hke, the power of the Argus; only the
Argus does not exercise it so muc:h Your leaders have com-
plained of it, and yet the 4ge 'is one of many newspapers
vhich compete with others.. Now in Socialism there would

‘be no competition, and the whole press would be in'the hdands

of the officials, Therefore, only such men could become

known to the people, and get into the Legislative Assembly as

" are favored by the officials. The Legislative Assembly,
therefore, instead of being a controllmg power over ‘the of-
ficials, would simply be the keystone in the arch of official ab-

-solutism. It would complete the work of gwmg absolute -

power to ihe officials themselves.

- IRRESPONSIBLE POWER ALWAYS ABUSED

Socxahsm, therefore, possesses no means whatever by thch

it can control the Frankenstein which it calls into being.
Agam, therefore, 1 ask you, What will the officials of Social-

~ ism do with this enormous power? Can any man who has

‘got” his five senses together doubt that they would use this
50




_power to the advantage and interest of their: class? “They are

men, Jike other men; actuated by the same motivés as other
men; have. the same vices and virtues as -other men; and,
therefore, like other men they will be largely selfish and un-
just. . Never yet in the history of this warld has great power
been intrusted to a number of men, but that that power was
exercised, not benevolently, but for.the benefit of. those who
exercised it. No man or body of men was or ever will be fit
to exercise absolute power, Theréfore, the members of the

.. socialistic bureaucracy must use their power as men with even
", less power have used it in the past, for their own advantage,

They hold ‘in their hands the whole of the wealth of the
country. They will soonet or later appropnate more and

. - more of that wealth for their own use. The “ equality of
dlstnbutlon,” the “ equal reward of labor,” wili remain as

regards the regulated masses, the subject people; but in ways

- open or ¢oncealed the officials will inevitably secure for them-

selves an ever greater share in that wealth, The officials

. will live in' Roman luxury, marked off in startling ways from

the correspondingly increased poverty of the rest of the peo-
ple. Nor will any social reconstruction extmgulsh the love

. of their children in men. - You can make a picture for your- -

selves of an ideal man whom you will see standing at the top

«of Socialism, but when he gets there lie will not be'an ideal
"« he will be an ordinary man, probably on hotrseback with a

sword in his hand! "I say men are human, and, whatever

change you make in society, will desire to léave their children

in as good a position or a better one than they have occupied
themselves. “Thercfore, the officials of Socialism will in-
evitably try to prevent their children from falling into the
ranks of the regulated masses, and will endeavor to get their

children to be officials as well, At first, no doubt, it will be -

done in devious, concealed ways, but ultimately it must be-
come an hereditary succession. Inevitably the officialdom of
the socialized State will become an hereditary caste with a

despot at the top, who will be either hereditary or elected ex-

clusively by the members of the official class. "Then they will
lord it-over the subject people, reduced to 2 degrading
51



equalify in poverty, and deprived of every vestige of economic
and political independence. : '

THE DANGER GLIMPSED BY SIDNEY WEBB

It is not the fault of a particular official. Tt is the fault of
the constitution of officialdom. It is the acquisition of such
power that corrupts men; and you will never find any man
who will remain uncorrupted when he does possess such
power. ~Some prominent Socialists show, at least ‘occasion-
ally, that they have a glimpse of this danger themselves.
Let me again quote to you from Mr. and Miys. Sidney
Webb’s Industrial Democracy. “ Though it may be pre-
sumed that the community as a whole would not deliberately
oppress any section of its members, experience of all adminis-
trations on a large scale indicates how difficult it always must
be, in any complicated organism, for an isolated individual

oy

sufferer to obtain redress against the malice, caprice, or -sim- '

ple heedlessness of his official superior, Even a whole class
or grade of workers would find it practically impossible, with-
out forming some sort.of association of its own, to bring . its
special needs to the notice of public opinion, and to press them
effectively on the Parliament of the nation. . . . In short, it
is essential that each section of producers should be, at least,
so well organized that it can compel public opinion to listen
to its claims, and so strongly combined that it can, if need be,
as a last resort against bureaucratic stupidity or official op-
pression, enforce its demands by a concerted abstention from
work.” Here, then, you have the admission by leading So-
cialists of the danger of oppression and injustice from the
socialistic bureaucracy. You have this confession of it, and
yet they blind their eyes to it and enter into it without.even
considering it. And the suggestion that men under Socialism
can strike against official oppression shows in a startling way
the blindness of Socialists to the concomitant changes that
must be brought about by the establishment of Socialism.
For how are men to strike against the overwhelming power
of the officials? The officials hold in their hands the bread,
the meat, and the vegetables, the coffee and the tea, and every
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othér "‘kir{d'.'of food.  All thesé things. are .in  government
warchouses.  They hold all the fuel and all the light, and
everything else that a man, woman, or child may want, again

" in State warehouses.  ‘Therefore if men were to go on strike

against socialistic officials, even if these officials did not use
any direct punishments, all they need do is to issue an order

" that goods are not to be supplied to the strikers or to their

wives or children, and either- the strike would be at an end
within a week, or the death of all the strikers and of all their
families would have ended the troubles of the officials.

STATE NURSERIES AND SOCIALIST CHARACTERS

‘Now I have brought before you arguments to show that
the powers which Socialism must confer upon its officials, if
honestly used, nevertheless in themselves constitute despotism
on the one hand and slavery on the other; and I have also
brought before you arguments to show that these powers must
inevitably be used dishonestly, must be used for the benefit of
the officials themselves; that these officials will inevitably
grow into a hereditary caste, lording it over the whole of the
people, But these tendencies, arising from the industrial or-
ganization, will be largely supported by the formation of char-
acter Socialism must bring about amongst the people. I have
pointed out befare that when every man and every woman is
obliged to work a certain number of hours every day in in-
dustrial employment, they cannot rear their children them-
selves, “"The children must be separated from their parents
at a comparatively early age, and they must be reared in State
nurseries and boarding schools. From early infancy, there-
fore, children will be exposed to influences far different from
those that would have surrounded -them and  shaped their
character in their parental home. For the training through

love and sympathy, there would be substituted the training:

through fear. The elastic bounds to the natural willfulness

of children which parents accommadate to the character of -
" each child would give way to fixed rules to which all chil-

dren must accommodate themselves. Breach of these rules
would ‘bring about punishment, but no expression of love or
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sympathy would provoke and. meet repentance. ‘The dawn-
ing intelligence of childhood, prompting to constant question-
ings in the endeavor to understand, would be repressed and
confined to fixed and uniform lessons. At the very time,

therefore, when the emotional nature is being formed, when
“the intelligence of the future men and wormnen is most easily -

impressed, when, as a comsequence, the foundation. of char-
acter is being laid, influences are at work that must seriously

- deteriorate character. Absolute non-questioning obedience;

abject fear of authority; selfishness, dishonesty and cowardice
must be the attributes of men and women whose childhood has

- 'been passed in such conditions. _
This form of character will be further developed by what
happens in the future life of these pepole; forin a community
where every action of life is controlled and regulated by of-
ficials, where every man and Wwoman from earliest childhood

has been compelled to act in obedience to the orders of of-

ficials, the consciousness must be lost that men can shape their
own lives from their own actions. All idea of independence

must be lost. Under Socialism the regulated masses of the .

people never Have been allowed and never can be allowed to
do anything except what some official has ordered, and these
officials themselves are subject to strict regulations which can-

not be altered or suspended except by an appeal to higher of--

ficials; and if the matter is at all important, then an appeal
must be brought to still higher and still higher officials.
Men who all their lives have thus been accustomed to act in
accordance with official dictation must lose all idea that inde-
péndent action is possible, and must come to rely absolutely
and with the fullest unquestioning confidence upen the orders
of ‘all officials. Independence, enterprise, self-reliance are
thus Jost to the whole people. The only sentiment that will
" be followed will be the most slavish obedwnce to and reliance
upon orders of the officials.

APOTHEOSIS OF THE STATE

This tendency will be still further strengthened bjr the.

total loss of the perception of impersonal causation in social
54..

o

q"{

ay



affairs. The rise of mankind from barbarism o cmhza~ ‘
" tion: has riot been brought .about by the conscious comptl-
“sory acnon of the State. - On the contrary, it has been a.
- process: of .unconscious evolutmn akin to the evolut:on which
bas produced all forms of life. The mastery over nature

acqutred by man, the differentiation of labor resulting in an
ever increasing riumber of social structures, each constantly

becoming more definite; the growth in knowledge and mor-
. ality, which is the main distinction between lower and higher’
. forms of human soc1ety all these have arisen independent of

the State, though it has constantly hampered their growth.

: . ¥ven in the pecuhar sphere of the State, the sphere of law-

making, conscious - evolution vastly predommates, for most

& 'Iaws, and all the good laws, have been enacted for the purpose
of giving sanction to customs ‘which previously had arisen in-
. “dependently among the people themselves, ‘The recogmtmn
" of self-regulation in social processes which as yet is very in-
- comaplete, as the very demand for Socialism shows, is, there~

fore, of the utmist importance for the well-being of man-

7 kind: ~When, however, all social affairs. and all social pro-
cesses are regulated and controlled by’ oﬁimals, then che very’

idéa that they can be otherwise regulated must disappear,

" Hence will arise a still further belief in and dependence upon -
~ the omnipotence of the State; and therefore the total loss of
the perception that social ameliorations can be brought about
- otherwise than by the compulsory orders of the State and its
. officials.. '

THE DEATH:OF FREEDOM AND TRIUMPH OF ‘GROVEL
Wi ith this loss of independence and loss of self-reliance,

there must come further losses. “The perception of - personal
rights in. man, of equality of rlghts in man, the sense of jus-

"-tlce, the ‘love of freedom and independence — all these have

arisen from the relation of contract between men. In this
relatlon of contract, every man knows that if he renders a

" service to any one he is entitled in return to a-service of

equal value, and if he receives a service, then he knows that

" he ought to render in return a service of equal value. The.
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hourly and daily recurrences of these exchanges under agree-

ment, and the consequent settlements give rise to 4 constant
maintenance of self-rights and a sympathetic recognition of
other people’s rights, and from these ultimately arises the
notion of equality of rights amongst the contracting parties.
Thus the state of contract gives rise ta the recognition of
equality of rights, of justice, of freedom, and of independ-

ence. But under Socialism all this must be lost; for Social- -

ism does away with all contracts, substitutes status for con-
tract, and, therefore, must do away with the sentiments
which have arisen from the relation of contract,  With the
cessation of contract must come the loss of the perception

 of the equal rights of the contracting parties; with the loss

of the perception of equal rights there must come the loss of
the perception of all-rights. Above all there will be lost the
feeling that all undue exercise of power and injustice must be
resisted even by others than those against whom these acts
are directed; that they must be resisted by every man who
loves freedom and independence. 'With this loss of the feel-
ing that aggression must be resisted, aggressions will become
multiplied, and the more they miltiply, the more will the
sense of justice become overclouded; the more will resist-
ance. to appression decline; the more will the community. lose

the perception that official acts may be wrong; and absolute

obedience to official commands will become the only rule of
life. .

- This tendency will be still further supported by the sub-
stitution of compulsory co-operation for voluntary co-opera-
tion, by the substitution of the universal “ you shall” for
the now existing “I will.” For under Socialism it is no
longer impersonal necessity that compels men to labor, but
personal authority. ‘The will of officials determines for ail
persons the hours of labor, the nature of their labor, the place
where their labor is to be carried on; and no man amongst
the regulated workers can possibly tell the reason why those
orders are given. Whether they arise from necessity or ca-
price; whether they are dictated by henevolence or malevo-
lence -— they must be obeyed all the same. Therefore, again
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vou have the loss of all independence, the. loss of all that
makes men men, and ultimately every order of the officials
will be regarded as law, every one of their- acts will be re-
garded as sacred. Resistance to official acts, however un-
just, will then be branded as disloyalty, and the only car-
dinal virtue will be absolute slavish obedience to -official
commands,

RETURN TO THE VICES OF SLAVERY

‘With this loss of recognition of personal rights and of
the sense of justice, of Jove, of freedom, and independence,
there must come hand in hand the loss of honesty and truth-
fulness.. “ To speak the truth and fear not ¥ are co-related

-sentiments. Truthfulness arises from self-respect, as self-
“respect arises from the maintenance of personal rights.

When, as is the case under Socialism, those rights are de-
nied and lost sight of ; where every man and every woman is
constantly, from earliest childhood, under the command
af 2 power which regulates and controls every action; where
compulsory labor is substituted for voluntary labor; where
fear of punishment is the only incentive to exertion: there
horiesty and truthfulness must also disappear. For deceit
and lying will be the only weapons of defense under Social-
ism, as under every other form of slavery; and as these have
become the traits of every subject population, of every en-
slaved people, so must they become the prominent traits of
the people sunk in the slavery of Socialism,

Socialism, endowing its bureaucracy with an overwhelm-
ing power, will thus ultimately extinguish every desire among
the people fo resist that power. Slavery will then have be-
come the natural condition of the people of the socialized
State, just as it has become the natural condition of several
Qriental peoples, becaise of its congruity with the social
sentiments which have been developed amongst them.  The
ultimate outcome of Socialism is, therefore, deplorable in
every direction. Industrially it means retrogression, enor-
mous loss of productive power, and poverty for the whele of
the people.. Politically, it means absolute despotism on the
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~ one hand, and absolute slavery for the great maj_orfty of the
- people on the other.  Socially, it means the loss of the mono-

gynic family, sexual license as bad as during the declining .
days of Rome, and the loss of all the highest and purest .

“joys that men and women are capable of. . Ethically, it
means the loss of all the virtues that a thousand years of
the struggle for freedom have developed amongst the na-

tions of the world, and a return to the vices which dis-

‘tinguish slavery everywhere,

WILL WE.UNDO THE WORK OF RUNNYMEDE?

- T recognize that the freedom which we enjoy to-day is as
vet incomplete. It must be incomplete because our natures,
not being as yet fully adapted to the higher social state, we

are not yet worthy of complete freedom. But the measure of -

freedom which we have attained is the result of a struggle
which our ancestors have fought for over a thousand vears.
Of all the nations in the world, the British people have been

most stubborn and most successful in this long drawn battle-
for freedom. Is there a man of British blood, speaking the
" tongue which has carried the message of freedom over four .

-continents, who, looking back upon this glorious struggle,

does not feel his heart beat with enthusiasm at the thought

that he also is of the line of men who knew how to die for
freedom? On the glorious field of Runnymede the flame was
lit that no tyrant could since extinguish, It steadily burnt
on through all the dark times of the Tudors; flamed higher
and higher under the tyrant breath of the Stuarts, till it
utterly consumed them. From that day to this its brightness
has grown steadily, “ fréedom broadening down from prece-
dent to precedent ”; illuminating and brightening the way
for the people of Great Britain, America, and Australia;
serving as a beacon to the other and less fortunate nations of
the world. Wherever in modern times a nation has over-

thrown its tyrants, wherever by more peaceful means it has

gradually extended its freedom, the inspiration has always
come from that little island in the northern seas: its freedom
has been the star by which they steered. Dare you, then, ex-
’ 8.
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* tinguish that flame? Will you prefer slavery to the Iiniitéd.

fréeedom which the long martyrdom of your forefathers has

won for you? Will you declare yourselves unworthy sons’
~ of that long line of heroes? I have shown that Socialism
cannot improve the economic condition of the masses of. .

the people. I have shown that it cannot increase the amount
of wealth which will come to the poor and lowly of this
world.. But even if it could improve their condition, I say
the price to be paid for it is too great if it involves, as I
have shown it involves under Socialism, the loss of all free-

dom and the loss of the advance in morality which has -

come to us through growing freedom. I have fought for
years, and I shall go on fighting, for this elementary justice
—- that wealth shall belong to him who makes it; that every
worker by brain or hand shall obtain for his own use all the
wealth that his Iabor contributes to the common stock. But
1 look to the attainment of that installment of justice, not

' -through further restrictions of our incomplete freedom, but
‘through the extension of freedom; not through the further

extension of governmental interference, but through the re-
striction of that interference. Not capital, but privilege, is
the enemy of labor. AIl the special privileges that have
been granted by the Legislature, the special privileges that
you are constantly helping to create - they are the enemies of

" the many whom special privileges cannot reach. Abolish

special privileges! Give to all equal access to the inex-

“haustible store house of Nature, and wealth will distribute

itself in exact accordance with justice without the interfer-
ence by government officials. Equal rights and equal oppor-
tunities, through greater freedom — these are the ideals that
I would place before our people, instead of the will-o’-the-
wisp of Socialistic ‘despotism. ‘

59




