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when nominated ; but now that he is elected it ap

pears that he is not trammeled by corporate in

terests. Here is what he says on taxation, taken

from an interview in the Passaic News of Novem

ber 5:

"Aren't you coming pretty near to the Henry

George doctrine, General?" the Daily News man

asked. "Oh, when It comes to taxing the land, I'm

a single taxer," replied the Mayor-elect. "Now, look

here. We are standing in front of the People's bank,

In which I happen to be interested.1 The land, the

bare land, is taxed $7,500 a lot That's because we

have put up on it a bank building of which we are

rather proud. Right above there is a precisely simi

lar plot with a ramshackle old building on it, a build

ing that is a nuisance to us all, and the land is only

assessed $2,500 a lot. Don't you see the Inequality?

The justification that this land on which the People's

bank stands brings in revenue and the land just

above doesn't bring in much revenue, is all nonsense.

I'll tell you what we've got to do. We've got to go

all over the situation and parcel out the land fairly

and assess it equally. Let us get the values up;

personally I'd like to see them 'way up, say ninety

per cent of the true value. When it comes to the

improvements I don't care what is done so long as

the assessments are fair. I should like to see the

assessments on improvements as low as possible. Im

provements are a benefit, not a detriment."

DEFEAT HATH ITS VICTORIES.

Tom L. Johnson would have missed some

thing had he won, something that has come to

almost every man who has lighted a fire in ad

vance of his time.

In every age, in every clime, in every democ

racy—no matter what the form of popular ex

pression has been—the same thing has happened.

Aristides had to leave Athens because he was

just; the Gracchi were deserted by the Romans

because they disturbed the existing order. When

Caesar turned his mind from the camp to the

social condition of the people they did not com

prehend. In our own era Cobden and Bright

had to sit idly by and wait for the tide to ebb and

flow again. Washington was eclipsed for a time,

so was Jefferson; the people wanted peace, and

with both men there could be no peace. Only

fortunate accident saved Lincoln. Grant passed

from the Presidency to temporary obscurity only

to take a new place in the people's hearts. Clem-

enceau in France, in many ways the most won

derful, the most democratic, the one man who has

brought pride to the French people in recent

years, passed from the Ministry last year only

to be appreciated as he never was before in a

few weeks' time.

No one has yet analyzed the mind of man in

ithe mass. Possibly no one ever will. But every

line of experience shows that it is like the sea

sons.

There is a seed time and a harvest. Their

coming and going cannot be created, cannot be

hastened, cannot be controlled. It seems to be

necessary to rotate from agitation to calm, from

achievement to rest or reaction. This is true

of every sentiment that moves men in their po

litical relations.

The purely moral issue lives at most through

a single administration. Witness San Francisco,

and Seth Low's administration in New York.

Even a military issue cannot hold a people who

have been carried into it with overwhelming en

thusiasm. In the field of social and economic

politics it is even more true. The fires seem to

bank themselves automatically, and no man can

keep them aflame for the time being.

It is cruel, bitter cruel, to those who have gone

out on the skirmish line and found themselves

abandoned there. But it is probably only a man

ifestation of nature in the progress of the world.

I confess I am rebellious about it. I am never

inclined to say, "It is all for the best." Some day

the advantage may be obvious; but it isn't

now. Yet if a man can, he ought to go out and

look up at the stars to get a proper perspective

of the things his heart is set upon. If you have

done that, or if you have not, then let us think

about tomorrow, and how Tom L. Johnson can

spend the next two years.

He won't go to Africa for lions; so much we

know. It is certain that there is big game enough

in America to keep him occupied for an unlimited

period ; the only question is which jungle here is

most promising. ■**«
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PARTISAN DISINTEGRATION.

Signs of that disintegration in the Republican

party which the Democratic party has experienced

possibly to the limit, multiply on all hands, and

Senator Cummins' speech at Chicago two weeks

ago was in no sense the least of them.

The outlook is hopeful.

Not that Senator Cummins said anything to

hearten impatiently expectant radicalism. He did

not. He stood out frankly for Protection. There

was not a free trade note in all his speech. But

he did hold up Protection in its nakedness, albeit

he gave it his approval.

Senator Cummins really believes in the Republi

can platform, which demands Protection through

such tariff duties "as will equal the difference

between the cost of production at home and


