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T IMMSATAUTY o% WewAY Gesrpe

In spite of his brimful 58 years, Henry George has been swarded immortality by
posterity. His heart was deeply inmpressed by the Jdesperate needs of mmamity. His
mind was capable of dscovering s cure for the ills of society, tending toward ever
inereasing poverty. Hls masterwork, affectively explaiming his cure, was Progress
and Poverty, brought to lizht in 1879 after 18 months of trawvall.

Twenty years latér, in the second of two athtemots ta become “ayor of New Tork,
he: esllapzed. His death occurred om October 29, 1857, as election day ampreacned.
Sinee: then, followers of nis philesoohy have discussed and worked on iis aoplication,

This: writer, since her introduction to Georgism many years age, has hesrd and
participated in mmerous discussicns on how to imolement the chilosophy. Should the
ideas be follcwed axactly as idealized - collecting rent on all land in lieun of 311
taxes? Or stilting real estate taxss from imorovements to sita values to the great-
est extent possibla? The atmosphere is ever replete with irpatisnce Lo gsee progress.

When one sees a disjointed society everywhere in the world, the sense of urzency
is indeed understandable and plansible. No effort %o carry the aims to fruition is
wastad. The discussions in depth are useful. Disagreement as %o method is inevitable,
Herry George himsel?, when faced with the possibility of runming for Mayor; had to
deliberate and ccnszder contradictory - argumenns,

A century has passed since Progress and Poverty apvearsd, without our being sate-
isfied with its impact on soclety. While we may regret tins, we may alse rejoice that
the existencs of this great took contimes ito exert a profound influence upoun society.

As we consider mumankind's story, it can be seen that lost civilizations of an-
tiguity and even befors recordsd history hive never teen entirely lost. Many of them
are vivid todsy. The story of ancient Troy speaks clearly out of Homer's pages. The
art of the Eiruscans speaks in-beauty. Zelics in the sarth tall the story of mman-
kind and we cam be gnided by their lsssons, Readers certainly will be able to think
of many other examples of immortality - of persous and civilizatieonms.

. To be part of an immortalify, svecifl callf the immortality of Heary George, con-
fers upon us 2 privilege. The spac& of time between the emergence of Progress and
Poverty and now 1s a short peried in proportion to eternity. But the message ol 2
"massionata reformer is an explosion which resounds and does not dis. I% may he but
a whdsper among all the blatant sounds , out it endures. Ones it appears, it will
remain throughont time in one way or aneother., It is immeortal.

- Mary S. Jespersan
(posthumously)




