Libertarians At War
by OSCAR B. JOHANNSEN

: I'r is probably a sad truism that a man’s progeny rarely ever measure
up to his hopes. And looking at the libertarians of today one feels
that Albert Jay Nock would have been disappointed with them, but
probably not sutprised. In a very real sense, those commonly known
as libertarians or rightists may be considered as the intellectual heirs
of Nock, for many of them freely acknowledge their indebtedness to
him. But while they may have embraced his views in whole or in part,
few apparently. have adopted that imperturbable and dispassionate
appraisal of men, and that unruffled disdain for organized reformist
action, that so characterized the urbane man of letters.

The rightists have been split and are assailing each other with a
vehemence reminiscent of thespbuttls between the socialists and com-
munists. Differences which had been smoldering for a long time finally
erupted at a convention in 1969, Those generally called conservatives
are now labeled the old right. They combine the economics of the
Austrian school with a fierce anti-communism which appears willing
to embark on a holy war to destroy communism even though such a
war may result in the creation of the ubiquitous state here at home.
Though undoubtedly aware of the danger they apparently believe the
menace of communism is worse.

On the other hand, those referred to by conservatives as “atomistic
individualists” are now known generally as the new right. They also
embrace the economics of the Austrian school but appear to have im-
bibed more of Nock’s loathing of the state. Because they look on the
state as little better than a gangster organization, they feel the indivi-
dual is morally justified in resisting such obvious incursions of indi-
vidual rights as conscription. In essence, the old right appears to have
a ical approach which takes into consideration present-day modes
of thought and the possibility of attaining some goals. The new right
takes a more idealistic though impractical position.

Georgists may wonder what this has to do with them. To return
to Nock he was as thoroughgoing a Georgist as ever existed, but he
was too skcﬂmca.l to hope that people would ever have enough common
sense to adopt George's ideas. Libertarians who read Nock consci-
entiously cannot help becoming acquainted with George and absorbing
some of his views. :

Since the libertarians are split into two factions, however, the
Georgists might consider occupying the center. Georgism is libertar-
ianism par excellence. It recognizes the supremacy and democracy of
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