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THE PEOPLE'S SAVIOR - . is not'to tell the bureaucrats whHat™

THE FEDERAL DRUG ADMINISTRATION L ‘they cannot do, but to tell the bureau-
B crats how to do what they want. to do -
Everyone knows that there is no- - desplte the law. v
thing common about common sense, ex= ° _— _
cept, of course, the Federal Drug Ad- ' If'saccharin is to,be banned, why -
ninistration. It considers 'common‘ “not tobacco? There 1is little- doubt -
‘'sense some kind of . -speciality beyond / that smoking tends to cause lung can-
_its ‘eapability.-“Once - agaip ‘it hasr cer if indulged in over a long period '
demonstrated - xhek superlorlty of its- 3 . of time. Few people doubt this~-all
W1sdom to common sense. - . X : ~the evidenceé-. supports it. + Although
‘ o , advertising is™. banned, the sale of '
On’the basis of hlghly questlonable ? . tobacco is not. The excuse, again is

‘evidence, it 1is banning ‘saccharin. | that tobacco is not a food, and tech-

This is a sweetener which is used as | v nically does not ‘come under the ban.

a substitute for -sugar, and is partic- |  'But since tobacco is . chewed as well
. | : :

.ularly useful for: dlabetlcs, the Obese ll _,as smoked’ no doubt, lngenlous lawyers"

1

sugar as posS1ble. It has been in, use frame of the law.
foxr about 80 years without hav1ng ever

been known to Cause human cancer in = ! . /Probably the reason tobacco is ig-
any person. ¢ : o ‘nored is that it is a much bigger in-
! ’ ~ : .. dustry, with powerful vested inter-
In Canada some tests on rats who ests. Farmers carry a lot of .politi-
were' fed a diet containing 5% saccharin | cal clout. . So, expediency calls for
indicated that cancer developed. The 1 lookiﬁgjtﬁe other way where this can-
equivalent dosage for a  human being cer inducing substance is concerned.
would « be 800 12 ounce cans of soda = o ‘ : o ‘ : .
containing saccharin, daily. Before = ' | Saccharin vested interests are  now-
the cancer, if' any developed, on that = here nearly as powerful as. the/ tobacco
~basis, a man would have drowned in the, . ° interests. Nonetheléss, the FDA. has
dosage he consumed. . ~ found that;it has bitten quite a bit -
‘ _ - T off An attemptlng to ban . saccharin, |
‘The excuse offered by the FDA is that £7now 15 talking about treatlng it as. a |
the law states that any additive which - ‘ ,drug ‘which one can obtaln by»means of
causes a maligancy in humans or animals = a perscription. But if the FDA is to
must be forbidden. This brings home i prevent - the -use of - cancer 1nduc1ngf’
the point that Congress, in.its almigh~ | gubstances, why . permit it to be ob-
ty wisdom. legislates in matters in " tained at all? All ‘perscriptions do
which it has no competency. Of course,;,:@ is to put more  -money in the. pockets *
.this assumes it has competency in oth- : ' of~phys¢ians and druggists at the ex~
‘er matters, which is quite an assumpt- ' pense of .the mass of the people. Pr=-
vion. \ S » j - obably most of those who should not
' I g , f consume sugar are the-elderly and the
But, the FDA . did'not need to ban sa- ! poor, the ones least able to pay the
-ccharin. Anytime’a bureaucracy wishes _'increased costs -which would result.
to get around a ruling, it can. That's | A S CL
why all bureaus have a horde of law~- i . How sweet it ~would be if  banning
yers on, their/ staffs. = Their function ‘ , this sweetner woke people up to ab-

surdity of the government trying to %



protect the people from the womb to.
the tomb. ‘What, - gives to ‘government
bureaucrats that wisdom and knowledge
to tell us how.to‘live our lives?

‘The essense of ‘freedom is the rlght
of an ‘individual to make a. fool of
himself. If I wish to smoke myself
to  death, that's my business. If I
wish to consume saccharin and eventu-
ally it induces in me a cancerous
growth that's my business. It is one
‘thing to warn me of the dangers in-
volved. It is another thing to pre-
vent me from doing whatever fooldish
thing I want to do on the theory you .
are protecting my life. People know
smoking is cancer indusing. Yet, to=~
day they smoke more than ever. The
satisfaction they gain. from " smoking.
more than outweighs the possible
after—effects they will suffer. They
know the facts; they have made their
decision. That is their right.
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Isn't it fortunate that Moses did
not have to submit the Ten Command- . |
ments to government for its approval.
Maybe government would have forbidden
‘the Ten Commandments on the g¢rounds
that no human belng could live up to
its precepts.

If there is any banning to be done,
why not ban Congress from passing any
laws for the next decade except laws
to repeal other laws. Is that too
sweet a thought?

SRR OS5CAR B. JOHANNSEN



