A9,

THE GARGOYLE | -

Maq sy

Henry'Geoxgexschoql.qf:N.i,

- future. .

. apprcba
" producers against the producers. '
would stippose that those who produce -

_because so much of what is

" cisely because production is -
‘are ' practiced.

. machines
. never be produced for the average man.: -

'the

' PRODUCERS vs NON~PRODUCERS

Unless the people's geﬁeral phil-

osophical outlook changes, there is

grave danger that our relatively high,

standard’ of 11v1ng will drop to the
level of most other so-called civil-
‘ized hations in the not too distant

The people appear to listen w1th
tion to the tirades of the non-
One

the wealth and serv1ces Wthh 'we . en-

. :»Jeyﬂwould be- looked upon/w1th*admlra-
{ytion and
" is not- the

respect, But, * ‘sadlyy such
case. ' Instead it is the -
non-producers who are lisented to so.
eagerly«-the profe531onal do-=gooders
and the bureauprats and- politicians

‘who denounce the producers.

In a large measure, this is
: produced
comes from corporations;, some of thenm
of enormous size.
~carried
.on by large unlts that so much is pro-
duced at relatlvely low costs,. for
what is known as - economies of scale
This simply means

that by producing in large quantities
great economies are possible. Were
it not for this fact those marvelous
we; call” automobiles could

.Because these’ companles are so huge -

they are,open'itargets”fpf"the non-
producers.
companies have come
under exce551vely violent attack.

it is these companies whlch discover-

- ed the oil and gas and delivered it P
. . the ones'"
.which went abroad and ‘discovered oil

to the people. They were

in the Middle ' East and broucht it

. ‘back to America. at such a low price
‘that - for

years Amerlcans,
cheapést gasollne of any large nation.
These companies were not the cause of
increased prlces today, but the

. a whopplng 30%.

And yet it is per=’
cate come down to

" ‘the people.

' For example, the petroleum
.and natural gas A
‘Yet

. gressing materially,

had the

governments of the Middle Bast coun-
tries. But to listen to the assort-
ed non-producers, vou would think
the only thing the companies had on
their minds was to rip-off the people.

If anyone is ripping off the people,
it is

sional gooders. Our wonderful Con-
gressmen ever so thoughtful of the
publ;c s good have just increased

their salaries by $13,000 to $37,000
But let the oil com=
panles raise the prlce'of gasoline a .
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the politicians and bBureaucrats, -
-and their natural allies, the profes-

- penny.-or-two-to ‘compensate -them for"-~~

increased costs, and the cries of
+ these ' self-serving politicians de-

nouncing the companies are enough to

wake up the dead.
Ihe non-producers are handsomely
paid. Not only that ‘but they drape

probably over themselves the mantle of saintly

Nlrtue. But it-‘is a wvirtue which
costs them .nothing, for almost in-
‘evitably whatever reforms they advo-
interferences by
government. They claim whatever
credit is due, but the taxpayers foot
the bill. And, of course, all of the
reforms are worse then the dJdisease

- for nothing fundamental is ever ad-

vocated, .such . as the. communal col-

- lection of economic rent.

\It'ls nothlng new, of course, for
governmental parasites to feed on-
That has been going on
for eons. However, our society is a

highly compleXx one.

mechanical devices which require huge
amounts of energy in one form or an-
other as' a substitute for brute human
labor. But to keep our society pro-
the greatest
possible degree of freedom must be
accorded to the producers. If such

' is not done, our society is so inter-

dependent that it can regress much
more rapidly than it progressed. For
example, :energy is abeolutely necess=-

It utilizes ex~. -
.tremely sophisticated electronic and

4
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ary. -One would think that such being

the case, the government would 'do all
in 1ts.power to aid the &nergy prod-
ucers to supply our encrgy needs. But
precigely the opposite occurs. The
government interferres not only with
price controls, but absurd environ-
mental restrictions. On:the eastern

coast, a huge reservoir of oil exists |

which the oil companies have been
trying to. tap for years. Only as a

s result of the Arab oil boycott did.
the: federal government finally open .

bids, but now local and state govern-
ments have-brought any activity to a
halt. And yet it is these same east-

ern states which are the loudest in ' |

demanding cheap oil and gas.

Sooner or later, the people must re-
galn'some of the phllosophlcal insight

. that the pioneers had, which is that

! for civilization to progress, the

‘highest degree of freedom possible
" must be malntalned. This means not
merely fxeedom of press and ‘assembly
~but’ more 1mportantly freedom to pro~-
" duce. "If economic freedom is denied,

want and poverty reaches such depths
.that-the people do not care whether

they have the freedom to speak or not.
~ They willingly sell their  right to
- free speech for a loaf of bread. - -

Today, a new aristocracy is arising.
It is the kK non~producers who feed at

‘the publlc trough .all the: whlle asct- 1

' ibing to themselves the v1rtues;of Sir

*7Galahad.

" But our soc1ety cannot long tolérate
such an’ arlstmocracy. It must be cur~

bed. ‘Unless it 1s, our ; civilization
will go down' the same path of all the
other great '‘civilizations before us,
but probably our 'decline will be much
"more precipitous and bloody.

~ But toicurb this parasitical claséy
the people’s philosophy must change

" 80 that they look  with ' scorn upon

these parasites and afford the respect
and admiration -which the producers
deserve. ; ; .

. OSCAR B. JOHANNSEN
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