
As we look back across almost 200 
years, has our government lived up to 
the tenents of the Declaration? One 
would have to wear the most delicately 
tinted beautiful pair of rose colored 
glasses to believe that it has. •To 
the. extent that the..government has:. ab-
ided by the Declaration's principles, 
the government has been weak As at 
hAs'a. adopted the very same principles 
which we are told impelled the I colon-
ists to revolt against George III 
Today, we have conscription--a modif a-
ed form of slavery. Regulations bind 
us all up an a maze of red tape de-
lightful to the bureaucrat's soul but 
Mich increasingly' are becoming so 
one that peôplè n6 doubt will soon 
be looking for another Thomas Paine to 
write a 20th Century "Common Sense" 

But the 200 years of relative free-
dom has brought into existence accom-
plishments so unique as to have 
brought about a veritable revolution, I 
not only materially, but politically 
and socially. The telephone, the 
plane, and the TV are but a few of the 
more significant wxaxnples of the mat-
enial benefits which haveflowed out 
of the freedom existing here The 
overthrow of monarchies, as occured in 
the French Revolution, had their im-
petus in the example of our revolution. 
The freedom we have had has led to 
changes an social mores, the most sig-
nificant of which, has been the libera-
tion of women from the age-old domina-
tion of the male in the western count- 

I ries and increasing liberation an other 
nations. 

The good effect s_arstiLLc.ontinuang 
but at anexponentially decreasing 
rate as we drift away from the Declara-. 
tion'sprinciples. Will we return to 
them? It does-not.  appear likely. BU,  t 
just as an spite of what the historians 
tell us, we are not certain at this 
late date of the real reasons for the 
Revolution of 1776, so we cannot tell 
what reasons may, impel], us to start a 
new Revolution from too much Big Gover-
nment 

1976 ushers in the Bicentennial 
signing of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence-a truly remarkable document 
in the annals of histoty 

It twill probably ndver be satisfac-
tonally resolved what impelled three 
million Englishmen to revolt against 
their mo-then country. While they 
were exploited, it was nothing com-
pared to the exploitation which Ruro-
pean governments had been practicing 
agailist their own people for years on 
end The litany of reasons advanced 
such as taxation without representa.-
tionwere-  ques-tionab-1-e aumen-t--s---or 
sb momentous a step as a revolution 
Even Thomas Paine' s"Common Sense" 
piblished on..January 10, 1776, which 
summarizd the reasons for uidepend-
ence and was the spark which turned 
into the roaring flame of the Dec1a-
ation, needed some tanere--wether of 
discontent, vexation, esasperation, or 
some unknown quantity--to nourish it, 
or it would have flickered into no-
thingness 

While no one can definitely say 
what were the exact combination of 
events, philosophies, or frustrations 
which led -to the Declaration, the fact 
remains that the Revolution occurred 

Were the 

 

signers of the Declaration 
men. of heroic stature as.fourthof 
July orators would., have us- beleve 
Not really or the most part they 
were plain ordinary human beings with 
all thestrengths and weaknesses of 
those of us alive today What is un-
deniable, however, is that they had 
reached a point where they were laying 
t ...-heir lives and their property on the 
line If the Revoluti on had failed 
almost certainly all of their property 
would have been confiscated, and if 
they had been captured, they probably 
would have suffered the fate of Nathan 
Hale 
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