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TAXATION BLUNDERS AND
THEIR REMEDY

NE fundamental blunder in our tfax
system is the asswmption that the
public must levy upon private earfi--
irgs to pay its expenses.
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need to do to correct the present-day error is
to increase our present levy upon land values.
We would, at the same time, gradually reduce
to extinction all other remenuz taxes. Be it
observed that this involves no abandonment
of regulative or restrictive taxes, or of ex-
emptions of land, as at present, in certain
cases. Of course, it leaves our exigting system
of titles to land unchanged.

The adequacy of land values to meet alt
public expenses is sometimes questionad, but
not by thase who give due weight +o the paormous
land values in cities, towns and villages. Be
that as it may, however, the industrv which
now supports botk the government cad the land-
owners could obviously support the sovernment
alone, and with no fucrease of load o
ent, to say the Ieast!

" Note carefully that it is not becao
value is “‘unearned” by the land owner that
it should go to the public, but because it is
created and carned by the public. This point
is sometimes overlocked even by pre i
“experts,” 1o the great darkening of e

How to Undermine Graft.

The laws that protect the private ahsorp-
tion of land valuss once abalished, and this
public fund once turned into the pubilic treasury
where 1% helongs, al! excuse for selzure of private
property under the guise of revenue collection
would vanish, and it i3 safe to pr
vractice would also disappear. The
of these two legal systems of phund
the Imnd-owners from the State, o
State from the worker-——would
graft of the policeman or ald
simupger plunder of the tariff b
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o the shulldng
crman, anpd the
1 or franchise
ir most potent  ally.

meney” for some, under the law,
often even condones ensy money”’
Iine, Taw ar no law, Hence the o}

publis morals which make 1t to gof

the upper hand of corruption in business and

poditica.  Not till the public haslearned to recog-
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nize and respect its own property, and to s

raat of individuals, can it hope for
the part of individuals for public property
and for one another’s proparty.

Stopping the Leak Will Unburden Industry.

Cur present taxing methods are like trans-
susing tlood into a man's arm while his own
Hlood is streaming from a strangely unobserved
h i his side. But we have discovered the
nitherto iverlooked wound. We

stanch it and perhaps to clos
ient thrive upon his own blood—to
i ge, not to mention those frum whon
the transfus sed blocd is drawn. o the extent
that we prevent the leakage of the nataral
public revenue into private pockets—by the
increase of our present tax on land values—
we do away with the need of transiusion, i. e,
: sleed of taxing buﬁdu factories,

Fements ol
15 destined to be the plan of action.

Progress of Land Value Taxatien,

The recognition of land valu
fund, or at least
sou;’ve ui pulrLr‘

sy (‘o]unﬂna. amd in New 2
. Sagkatchewsn, ocnd Austn zlm
but in ]dgm (:vnmmy, and Tingl it s
what gives the Lloyd George Bus unpre-
{'odemué %oam,l and economic sigmificance,

E "(,(1 15(“{(‘13.]-{ i

that th{. ta& "1on of land va
u_l tax n“ ‘!.do;)te(i 5001 ds‘ : Tiwed a

Mall Cazeite
wres that the
to thinke oub and
1 and equitable
ouiber-move 1o the




wval tendency toward the taxation of land

5. In the United States the sal fo
mr)t all porsonal property, buildic
pr(rVi ments, with a corresponding ing
land values including franchises, has bey
malke itself felt in actual pohtlca Jast fall it
was the obiect of significant, if for the moment
unsuccessful, State-wide campaigns in Miszouri
and Oregon. Califorpia in the same clection
cast an encouraging vote for a measure for
municipal home rule in taxation 1
similar intent, a measure since ref to the
people again by an overwhelming d
legislature. The city of Hverett,
the fourth city of the State in siz
one vote carrying every ward 2
the city, adopted a measure of i
the label, “Single-Tax Amendment
ing it by a slight margin at the pro
only to lose 1 i
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abilities have, in this country,
hardly taken note of these things as yet. What
they have done has been, on the whole, to be-
litile or op '
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obligation to pay, precisely as hotding a ground
leaso carries with it the ability as w1l a3 obli-
gation to pay a proper ground 1c And the

; private fortunes at which income
ance iaxes are aimed, with somsa |
show of lom, congist in the main of power :
to absorly land valucs, and would thus inevi- :
tably be reached by the new tax as far as they
ought to be reached by any tax.

Why the Land-Value Tax is Needed.
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Bffect on Farmers,

Owmers of improved real estate
farms, would usually be niore than
for the increase of the tax on their
s-:.mmpimﬂ of tk 1
I)ﬂ)"«'(’l]lf‘i] s On
*Jr{xpﬁ“‘b not to
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recent, and dwl)tlm ey orLF"" i
from the officia! tax-books of Cleckamas county,
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Oregon, shows that the 5,407 farmers of that

county, exclusive of tenant farmers and those .

who hold #e improved land—that is, the worlk-
ing owners of bonafide farms—would pay
23.91 per cent” less in taxes on their property
if only land values were taxed, the total tax
levy remaining as at present.

To tumm to an older community, Massachu-
setts, we find from recent valuation (1907, the
latest at hand) that in the 284 small towns of
the State: (excluding the ¥Q cities and large
towns) only. about 20 per cent. of the whole
real sstate valuation is community-made, and
hence taxalle as land value as defined n this
article, That is to say, in that State, under a
system of purely land-value taxation, nearly
or quite 80 per cent. of the value of all rural real
estate besides all the personal propetty wotdd
be exempt from faxation. It is believed, upon
careful analysis, that such a system of taxation,
with a proper distrihution of State cxpenses
among the municipalities, wonld holve
taxes of Massachusetts farmers,

working farmer in ary part of the coumntry,
He is ths man who gets the mininwmum benefit
i om society, and is now tazed out of a]l pro-
porticn to the little benefit he gets—
nenalty lying in wait for every mnprov :,ment he
Senturs o make.- No wonder his children
urve to the

The farm
tienlar consideration, because he has bheen known

to confound land value with land, and to assume

that, because he bas large holdings in land, he
would pe ruined by the new systern. Misled
by this ervor, he naturally opposes the proposal
%o lay all taxes upon land values, Other well-

meaning folle are apt to think he is righ
some not so well mean'm? have s
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s, of course,
oy little land
g and hew little of 3
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“farmers” who are primarity land
—that is another story. -

Effect on Workers Other Than Farmers.
As for “workers other than farmors, their

advantage in the change is even nu readily
seen. Owning little or no land, nahle or
otherwise, thore i no room for 1 peculiar
confusion thai besets the farmer. [i a renfer
of real estate, as is usually the case, woutld,
of course, pay the tax on the land that he oc-

cupies. He would pay it as he does n
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ne i derived predominantdy from
right of living off the public fund,
in injuring society by preventing
the full economic use of valuable land.

Period of Change Not to be Dreadad,

Like convalescence, the result is all to the
good, and wili be so regarded when under- °
stood—excent perhaps by those who have
come to profer the life of an economic invalid
and prefor (o be waited on and supported by
others. And it may safely be predicted that the
good-natugs ul forgiving and forgetting public
will never Js t even such undergo sufferings com-
-gara.ble to those now endured by the underpaid

ut frantically industrious poor.

Recapitulation.

Land values are a social product. They are
rightfully public property, because they are
created and maintained by the public. They
should be collected by the public and used to
pay the public expenses. To accomplish this
they should be made the sole source ¢f revenue
taxes. Two of the many advantages would
be a rational tax system and a rising respect
for true property rights, public and private,
The latter alone might repay us for making
the change.

This pamphlet is on sale at the following
prices, postpaid:

Single Copy vovvvrnverovanneanns 3
Ten Copies . ..vvviineinn s 3
Twenty-five Copies..........-.

Pifty Copies .. .vovvvnncriveensnn Jo
One hundred Copies ............... $1.00

Larger quantities at special prices. Send
orders to

ROBERT E. BLAKESLEE, Treasurer

MassacHUSETTS SINGLE Tax LEAGUE, INC.,
30 State St., Boston.
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