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xlii ' PREFACE.

measure a renewal in maturer life, of my connec-
tion with a body which I-have never ceased to
regard with the utmost affection and respect;
because I owe to my entrance into it much of
the purest and most vivid happiness of my early
life, and opportunities at least of intellectual cul-
ture, for which I can only feel the more grateful,
as advancing years shew me more clearly, what
benefits they may bestow, on those who have
the good fortune and the industry to use them
worthily.
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It has been mentioned to me, that I have given no
regular definition of the word Rent. The omission was
not undesigned. On a subject like this, to attempt to
draw conclusions from definitions, is almost a sure step
towards error. A dissertation, however, on the use and
abuse of definitions, would be out of its place here.
I have pointed out the origin of payments made to the
owners of the soil. I have tracked their progress. If
any reader, during this enquiry, is really pussied to
know what we are observing together, 1 shall be sorry:
but I am quite sure that I should do him no real ser-
vice, by presenting him in the outset with a definition

to reason from.




















































16 Rent.

Boox 1. tenants, but the political and social condition of the
Chap.i. mass of the people.

To these must be added a fourth division, -that
ot of Cottier Rents, or Rents paid by a laborer ex-
ion. ~ tracting his own wages from the land, but paying

his rent in money, as in Ireland and part of Scot-
land. This class is small, but peculiarly interest-
ing to Englishmen, from the fact -of its prevalence
in the sister island, and from the influence it has
exercised, and seems likely for some time yet to
exercise, over the progress and circumstances of" the

Irish people.




































































































































































































































































































Rents. 113

exception of Russia) the same system prevails. - There Boox L
are neither capital nor capitalists able to produce,- cs:{ :'
from steres already aceumulated, the maintenance

of the bulk of the people. The peasant must have }I%
land to till or must starve. The body of the nation-

is therefore in every case dependent upon-the great-
sovereign proprietor for the means of obtaining-
food. Of the remainder of the people, the most
important part is, if possible, more dependent: they

live in the character' of soldiers or -civilians, on:
a-portion of the revenue collected frem the peasants,
assigned to them by the bounty of their ehief: inter-
mediate and independent classes there are none; and

great and little are literally what they describe them-

selves to be, the slaves of that master on whose pleasure

the means of their subsistence wholly depend.: The
experience of many long centuries of monotonous
oppression has sufficiently proved the tendency of

such a state of things, once established, to perpetuate

the ‘despotism - it creates.

Although a similar system prevalls in all the
great empires of Asia, it presemts itself with dis-
tinct modificatipns in each; arising from differences
in the climate, soil, and even government; for
despotism itself has its varieties.- Of these modifica-
tions a very slight sketch must suffice here.

———
SECTION IIL - ghw‘ g
On Ryot Rents in India. : Se:f. 2,' )

IT seems probable, that the ancient Egyptians, ——
and the Indian worshippers of the Brahminical idols Ryots.
H









Boox I.
.Chap. iv.
Sect. 2.

116. Rents.

sometimes lands assigned to them, and were endowed
with very considerable authority. They were much
in the habit of making advances of seed and stock:
to assist the cultivator, and of stipulating for re-
payment in the shape of produce. When the son
had been allowed to succeed the father for some
generations in such an office, the ties and interests
which connected him with the people under him

~ were so many and strong, that the displacing a

Zemindar, unless for gross misconduct or for failure
in payment of the sovereign’s rent, was thought
by himself and the ryots, to be an act of tyrannical
oppression. The ryots very generally occupied their
lands in common, and were collected into villages
under officers of their own, who distributed to the.
cultivators and tradesmen their respective shares of
the produce. The village offices and various trades.
became hereditary. The ryot too himself, the actual
cultivator, was yet less likely than the superior
officers to be disturbed in the possession of his
lands. Provided the sovereign’s share of the produce
was paid, he had no interest in disturbing the
humble agents of production, and a very great
interest in retaining them. From similar reasons,
a claim to mortgage or sell his possessory interest,
was suffered to establish itself.

But then all these subordinate interests were
only respected in peaceful times, and under moderate
governors; and these were rare in India. It has
been hitherto the misfortune of that country, to
see a rapid succession of short lived empires: the
convulsions amidst which they were established, have
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hardly subsided, before the people have begun to Boox I
be harassed by the consequences of their weakness cs::f;'
and decay. While any really efficient general go-
vernment has existed, it has been the obvious interest, Il{;’",::
and usually the aim of the chiefs to act upon some
definite system; to put some limit to their own
exactions; to protect the ryots, and foster cultiva-
tion by glvmg reasonable security to all the interests
concerned in it. The Mogul emperors acted in
this spirit, while exercising a power over the soil,
which had no real bounds, but those which - they
prescribed to themselves. But as the empire grew
feeble, and the subordinate chieftains, Mahometan,
or Hindoo, began to exercise an uncontrolled power
in their districts, their rapacity and violence seem
usunally to have been wholly unchecked by policy
or principle. There was at once an end to all system,
moderation, or protection; ruinous rents, arbitrarily
imposed, were collected in frequent military circuits,
at the spear’s point; and the resistance often at~
tempted in despair, was unsparingly punished by
fire and slaughter.

Scenes like these, in the ancient history of India,
have been frequently renewed, and succeeded rapidly
“short intervals of repose. They were of course dis-
sstrous. Half the rich territory of that country has
never been cultivated, though swarming with a
population to whom the permission’ to make it fruit-
fal in moderate security, would have been happiness;
and nothing can well exceed the ordinary poverty
of the ryots, and the incfficiency of thelr means of
cultivation, -























































Rents. 135

The revenue of China amounts to about eighty- Boox I
four millions of ounces of silver. Of this revenue, Csti 5
about thirty-three millions is paid in money, and ,
about fifty-one millions in grains, rice, &c., con- {hines

yots.

sumed for the most part by the local administration
of the provinces. A portion only, of the value of
about six millions of ounces, is annually remitted
to Pekin. The receipt of this huge revenue, in
the primitive shape of agricultural produce, is a
striking proof that the power and means of the
- Emperor of China, like those of other eastern
sovereigns, are intimately connected with, or rather
founded on, his rights as universal proprietor of
the soil’.

There are other considerable countries in Asia
in which we have good reason to conclude, that
ryot rents prevail; consisting, first, of the countries
between Hindostan and China, the Birman Em-
pire, and its dependencies, Cochin China, &c.; and,
secondly, of the states inhabited by agricultural
Tartars, north of the Himalaya mountains and east
of Persia, Samarcan, Bokhara, and the states of
Little Bucharia: but the peculiar modifications the
system may receive in these countries, and the de-
tails of the relations there between landlord and
tenant, are at present even more out of our reach
than in the case of China.

1 Bulletin des Sciences, No. 5, Mai 1829. p. 314.
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capitalists, capable both of pushing cultivation to Boox I.
the full extent to which skill and means can carry Ci‘_"
it: instead of the land being entrusted to the hands cotsier
of mere laborers, struggling to exist, unable to im- Rents
prove, and when much impoverished by competition,
degraded, turbulent, and dangerous.

As it is proposed to consider the present con-
dition of both the Irish and English poor at the
end of the work, when we shall have the assist-
ance of all the more general principles we shall
venture to unfold, the subject of cottier rents need
not be farther pursued here. They have already
been sufficiently examined, to shew the points in
which they will agree with or differ from other
peasant rents.























































































" Boox L
Chap. vi.

Spmmary
of Peasant
Rents.

184 Rents.

of his experience must have differed widely from
the scenes of theirs, and that it was quite impos-
sible, the various propositions he was endeavouring
to impress upon them, could have been derived
from a review of the facts with which they were
daily familiar.

In truth, it is not easy to read any of the pro-
ductions of this school of writers, without seeing,
that their system as to rent, is derived exclusively
from an examination of the class of farmers’ rents.
And this class (however interesting to us as English-
men) has already been stated not to extend itself
over one-hundredth part of the cultivated surface of
the earth. We shall presently, in examining that
particular division of rents, have occasion to shew,
that the writers we have been quoting and their fol-
lowers, have been not less hasty and erroneous in
deducing principles from the narrow class of facts
before their minds, than they have been rash in
attempting to apply those principles to the expla-
nation of the phenomena connected with rent, over
that vast portion of the surface of the globe to
which their facts are obviously and utterly inap-
plicable.

We leave now then those primitive tenures, which
decide the lot of that large portion of the human
race, which produces its own food with its own
hands from the soil, and turn to trace the reve-
nues of the landed proprietors when another class of
agriculturists have taken possession of the task of
cultivation, on terms different in themselves and
affected in their variations by different causes.
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CHAP. VII. SECT. 1.

———

Farmers’ Rents, Introduction.

THE rents. we are about to examine, offer at BookL

first sight, it must be confessed, a less attractive
field of investigation than those which we have left.

Chap. vii.

Sect. 1.

We have no longer to consider rents as mainly faue

determining by their forms and their results the
destinies of nations. Those now before us can only
exist when the most important relations of the dif-
ferent classes of society have ceased to originate in
the ownership and occupation of the soil. When
a race of capitalists have made their appearance,
to take charge of the varied industry of a popu-
lation, and advance from their own funds the wages
of its labor, property in land, and the forms of
tenancy it may give birth to, no longer influence
in the first degree, either the springs of govern-
ment, or the constituent elements of society. The
composition of the community becomes more com-
plicated, other interests and other sources of power
mingle their forces to determine the character and
condition of a people, and affect the detail of all
their multiplied connexions. " Even in this state of
things, however, that cannot be other than an. im-
portant attempt, which seeks to discover the man-
ner in which the revenues of the landed class swell
and enlarge themselves with the progress of the
community, so as to preserve some proportion with
thé growing wealth of the body of the people.
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fatal, though most natural. Can.we wonder thati
their. tempers had -become soured, and their ‘views
of .what is reasonable and unreasonable, of what. is

right. ‘and. .wrong, perverted? The fact is, that Pﬁngmd.

there had been for some time spreading through
this. class of. our population an angry spirit of dis-
like., to ; their immediate superiors, the most dan-
gerous germ of political disorder; and in the mean
time their own principles- and habits have assumed
a..character, over -which it is- impossible not  to
meurn ; which far-seeing persons may easily trace
back to: causes over  which the poor themselves
had .no control; but which is extremely ill calcu-
lated to conciliate the confidence, or the good will,
or, forbearance, of those who have. to deal with it;
and tends therefore by its comsequences to  perpe-
tuate and increasc distrust and ill will between the
Iaborers, and those who have the management of
them and of their fortunes.

.We have had from these causes a painful in-.

sta.nc;g of the connexion - of economical and moral
. evil, The moral havoc has indeed been complete.
The honesty of the laborers, their . self - respect,
their value for their character as workmen, all
hope of bettering their condition in life by good
conduct, industry, and prudence; their sense of
their. mutual duties and claims as.parents and
children, all feelings and habits. in short, that con-
tribute to make men good citizens, and good men,
have been undermined and impaired, or utterly
destroyed.

No remedy for these evils in the condition of

the poor deserves the nameof a wist and states-

Bopx I.

Chap., vii,

Sect. 8.

ﬁdx‘















|§’§§
iei

i

322 Rents.

. expect, that it is perhaps more like extravagance to
.~ doubt that many of them are close at hand.

One effect of such new power gained by agri-
culture, will unquestionably be the reclaiming and
gradually fertilizing a considerable portion of the
large part of the soil of the country which is now
unproductive : and while the grappling with the wild
land, and the multiplication of means and power
on the old, are going on, we may, judging of the
future from the past, rationally hope that the power
of agriculture will be increasing, and that the popu-
lation of the country will be maintained by the ex-
ertions of a diminished proportion of its laborious
hands. It has been already pointed out, it is hoped
with sufficient clearness, that during such a pro-
gress, the mass of rents must be constantly increas-
ing. In a country cultivated by farmers, with every
forward movement of the people in numbers, wealth,
knowledge and skill, the landed body, borne up by
the swelling wave, will be lifted to a station in
which their means and influence will be adapted
to the fresh position of the population. The causes
of this advancement are deeply seated in the phy-
sical constitution of the earth. The funds which
support it are injurious to no class: they cannot be
destroyed or lessened: their existence and increase
are secured by the same unfailing laws which regu-
late those unequal returns, which the varied surface
of the earth must ever make to the labors bestowed
upon it. The enduring interests of the landed pro-
prietors are thus indissolubly bound up and con-
nected with the means, the enterprize, and the
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success of the agricultural capitalists. Temporary Book I
advantages in their bargains with their tenantry, C:;’;_;.i"
or in their arrangements with the state, are to them

objects necessarily of inferior, sometimes of only Pﬁmﬂf
illusory benefit. The fortunes, the station, the
comparative influence and means of their order, are

always therefore best guarded and preserved by

them, when, keeping aloof from all that may em-

broil or hinder the general progress of the nation

in wealth and skill, they use their individual in-
fluence, and their political functions, to promote

such systems only of national policy and finance

as are just and moderate; likely, therefore, to be

steady and durable, and to leave a free course to

those wholesome causes which promote their own
peculiar interests, only as identified with those of

the nation.

Y

Conclusion.

The task of observing the revenues annually
derived from the soil by its owners, is finished.

We have marked the laws which determine the
amount of rents under all their many forms and
characters. We have traced them to their origin,
in the early appropriation of the soil; in its power
to yield more to the rudest efforts of man than
the bare sustenance of its cultivators; and in the
necessity which, in the infancy of agricultural com-
munities, binds the peasant to the task of tilling
the earth, because it is thus only that he can earn
the food on which he is to exist. We have fol-
lowed them afterwards to those more limited spots,
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of the various classes of communities of men, as Boox L
. . Chap. vii
to make the permanent and progressive prosperity

Sect. 8.
of each, essentially dependent on the common ad-
advance of all. Conclusion.

Note. It has been suggested to me, that I have hardly
dwelt enough on the possibility of confounding the character
of the Ryots as tenants, and their claims as hereditary occu-
piers of the soil. I have added a note, VIIL in the Ap-
pendix, in which this point is considered, with a particular
reference to Col. Tod’s late work on Rajast’han.
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its full import; and often, when the opportunity is gope.
by, we have to regret that our attention was not..mare
particularly directed to some point which, at the timey
appeared of little moment, but of which we at length
appreciate the importance. In the latter, on the othes
hand, we cross-examine our witness, and by comparing
one part of his evidence with the other, while he is yet
before us, and reasoning upon it in his presence, are
enabled to put pointed and searching questions, the answer
to which may at once enable us to make up our minds.
Accordingly it has been found invariably, that in these
departments of physics where the phenomena are beyond
our control, or.into. which experimental enquiry, from
other causes, has not been carried, ‘the progress of know-
ledge has been slow, uncertain, and irregular; while ia
such as admit of experiment, and in which mankind have
agreed to its adoption, it has been rapid, sure, and steady,

EA TR
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e, Page6.

. -Narrative of a visit to Brasil, Chili, Peru and the
Sandwich Islands, during the Years 1821 and 1822, by
Charles Farquhar Mathison, Esq. p. 449. — The King
then is a complete autocrat—all power, all property, all
persons are at his disposal: the chiefs receive grants: of
land from him, which they divide and let out again in
lots to their dependants, who cultivate it for the use of
the chief, reserving a portion for their own subsistence.
The cultivators are not paid for their labour, nor, on
the other hand, do they pay a regular rent for - the
land. They. are expected to send presents of pigs,
poultry,. . tarrow, - and other provisions, to -the chief;
from time to .time, together with any little sums of
money which they may have acquired in trade, or-any
other property which it may suit the fancy or the
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IV. Page 85.

Burnet’s View of thePresent State of Poland, p. 85.—
When a young peasant marries, his lord assigns him
a certain quantity of land, sufficient for the maintenance of
himself and family in the poor manner in which they are
accustomed to live. Should the family be numerous, some
little addition is made to the grant. At the same time, the
young couple obtain also a few cattle, as a cow or two,
with steers to plow their land. These are fed in the
stubble, or in the open places of the woods, as the season
admits. The master also provides them with a cottage,
with implements of husbandry, in short, with all their little
moveable property. In consideration of these grants, the
peasant is obliged to make a return to the landholder of one
half of his labour; that is, he works three days in the
week for his lord, and three for himself. If any of his
cattle die, they are replaced by the master; a circumstance
which renders him negligent of his little herd, as the death
or loss of some of them is a frequent occurrence. = 'When
a farmer rents a farm, the villages situated on it, with their
inhabitants, are considered as included in the contract;
and the farmer derives a right to the same proportion of
the labour of the peasants for the cultivation of that farm,
as by the condition of their tenure they are bound to yield
the lord. If an estate be sold, the peasants are likewise
transferred, of course, with the soil, to a new master, sub-
ject to the same conditions as before. The Polish boors,
therefore, are still slaves; and relatively to their political
existence, absolutely subject to the will of their lords, as in
all the barbarism of the feudal times. They are not pri-
vileged to quit the soil, except in a few instances of com-
plete enfranchisement ; and if they were, the privilege, for
the most part, would be merely nominal: for whither
should they go? They may retire, indeed, into the re-
cesses of the forest, where it is possible they may not be
traced; and it is probable, that in times past many re-
sorted to this expedient to escape from the cruelties of a
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by Mr. Patton, Aurenzebe speaks very tenderly of -the
‘rights of the cultivators as proprietors, and is clearly
anxious to substitute a milder mode of managemeht for
the one actually in use. : '

The case ‘was much worse with the ryots when the
Mogul government was broken up.

Indian Recreations by the Rev. W. Tennant, Vol nr.
PP- 188—90.— This aspect of the native governmients
merits the greater notice, because it forms not an acei-
dental or temporary feature in their character, but.a per-
manent state of society. It is a maxim among .the native
politicians, to regard their “ State as continually .at war.”
Hence their military chiefs are not permitted for a-momest
to indulge the habits of civil life; nor do they experjence
the shelter of a house for many years successwely 'heir
camps are not broken up; nor, except durmg a marcfl
are their tents ever struck. The intervals of forel‘gn
hostlllty are occupled in the collection of - revenue; a ineg-
sure, which in India is generally executed by a mlﬁ
force, and is more fertile in extensive bloodshed’ and bar-
banty, as well as in the varied scenes of dlstl;ess, than
an actual campaign against an avowed enemy. . .

The refractory Zemindars, (as they are denommated)
upon whom the troops are let loose, betake - themselves,
on ‘their approach, to a neighbouring mud fort ; otie -of
which is erected for protection, in the vicinity of- almoit
every village. There the inhabitants: endeavour to- ‘seciink
themselves, their cattle, and effects, ti they " are- coni-
pelled by force or famme to submit. ‘The ga.rnson is
then razed to the foundation, and the" village - burnti' to
expiate a delinquency, too frequently -oécasioned: su!é*j
by the iniquitous exactions of government itself. =" =

In these military executions, some of ‘the °
are destroyed ; some fall victims to famine thus. arhﬁhftﬂly
created, ‘and not a few are sold, with' their wives “and
children, to defray their arrears to the ‘treasity,-‘or to
dlscharge the aggravated burdens imposed by ‘the Iahd-
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¢ they must be indulgent landlords.” See Report of Select
Committee, Appendiz.

For examples of the rate at which population and pro-
duce have increased under mild government, I must refer
the reader to accounts of Col. Read’s administration of the
Mysore, Sir Thomas Munro’s of the ceded districts, and
to Sir John Malcolm’s picture of the rapid revival of cen-
tral India, after the destruction of the Mahratta sway.
I find that extracts would swell this Appendix too much.
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Page Line

21. 13.

93. Note.
136. 22.
144. 10.
165. 1.
162. 22.

174. Note.

188. 12.
214. 21
265. 9.

ERRATA.

——

for labor or read labor on.
for Dixame réad Dizme.

for Sar read Sar d.
for supports read support.
dele both.

for by which are read by which they are.

for 66. read 86.

for purposes read purpose.

for an uwlimited vead a limited.

ingert a semi-colon after cloth, and omit it after corm.















