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‘THE STRUGGLE FOR HONEST EDUCATION w.; er
By EMIL ¢ JORGENSEN 19 2.9

{Dlrector of Informatw:n, Maullfacturcrs au:l Merchants Federal Tax League)

C 0 ['Pe following, aﬂdms& was dahwrm} before the Fourth Henry Gaorgﬂ Me-
mearial Ccngxasu hold in. Pitteburgl. Pa:, Sep¥. 23-25 and also formed: the basis of
& tull: given over Hadio Station WCAB.}

i) His a &eep pleasune to me, s% I am sure it is to. you to v1s1b this
historie eity of Plttsburghﬁthls city where the Henry George idea, at

least so fay a§ eur own country is concerned, has seeured its strongest -
footheld. It is a greater pleasure yet to-be permitted to listen:. to. the

many men and women who have come to tell, out of the experience of
their own hves how the Henry George 1dea. can be still farther. ad-

vanued . ’

F want to tallk t'or you for a few moments, iowever, about whist T am.
coweimeedt is holding back the single tax idea in the Uliited’ States more
thir anytiing else. It is not beeause. the vetersn disciples of Henry
George, one By one; are passing away. = It is not because funds for tHe
carrying o of the work is diffienlt to get. And it is not bcause there
s anytiing Iﬂemly detective: irr the single tax theory itsell The

- simglo: tum: idek; in my opinien is bemp Keld baek: chiiefly: beeanse: our
pablic sckeoly and eolleges—those institutions witielr we have: natirraily
cxpeeted wonld tanol the: truth aftey it had onee been definitely estab-
lishod—are Being: capiured by the interests opposed: to the singler tax,
and the: textheoks: used in these publie seﬁcds aml ecﬂeges drs bemg
loadeds with: propaganda agsinst it:

. A¢ the Tnternational Conferemce on the Taxation of Lanﬂ’ Valu'eq
held in Edinburgh some two months ago, Mr. John J. Murphy of New
Yerk; av some. of you may know; spele on “'Phe Frogress of Henry
Georgv Edeas in: the: TTuited St‘fﬂ:ea;” After giving: an excellent &ecomﬂs
of this pregress Mr. W’urphy went o to-say=—-

“*Sg far I have dealt with what may be eallad. the credit side of the work.
Tt wonld: be disingenous to ignora the cxistence of Tivstile forees. These may be
dividsd' intb- two. main gronps, the buniness and the intellectual,
W “Airmight linve been antieipated; the prevalemt craze for orga.mzatinn aml
centralisation in the Urited States lias browght inte the fleld- Clismbers off Com-
‘merse avd Reak Batato Beardy whieli- have: begnncte: direet pablie- atbentiow. b what
they oall: the overburdening of real estate, and have oppesed’ the layvimg. of addi-
tional taxes em Jand -valnes. So far they have not had any very elear purpose
extopd the prutect.ion of pmpe'rt) in gener‘a‘l fmm what ‘they dimly disgnose as
sotialsm,.
L« 13 mte]lbetnul group ix more drmgeeron& hécause it better un&mtmﬂa onFE
prurpames- snd is working to: poieow tite’ welll oft knowledge by injeetling - inte the
‘texthboky of the achools and colleges of ‘ther United: States falke dvetrimes; wphodit:
ing thes clrimis of msmnpnlms, not only inlawd; But iw the' varioue publs gerviecs
g’ mhahehme& now‘conntituting the! most burming questions befors the
peopls of the' Unitéd” States. Propagends: was but dimly undbrstoed beffre the
Wiy Bu¥ sitiee tNe catackysm- it haw Assuml undresnrtof proportions. T do not
Efvewe that' any eomputatiah haw beeni made of the moeney cost of: the pmpagwﬂa
imdtistry; but it ik of linge propertions like seeret serview meney used by govern-
rvente i in used snrrept:itmus‘.ly and insidiousty, and hence-its propsrtiome are &if:
fiewd®: to gauge. It ia the most serictie menges: that- popular gwemment faces to-
daye: Am long aw govermment was based upor honest. pnblic opinien, even thoigh
mistakom, there waz hope that' demouvratie institutions would correetly soive pop-
nlaz prob!ems But if the very basie of popular government, whieh well:informed
| publfé‘ opa’nlnn is, he .l.ttﬂel-wfl whare shall we lock for salvation??’’

M. \Iurph:y ig entively right. T the very: basis of popalar guvern-
maent;, which well-infermed public opinien is. be attaeked, where shall
we Yook for saleation?




Some years axo 1 took oceasion ro examine a farze namber of eol
lege and high school textbooks which had been in use duving the last
fifty years and I found to my ntter amasement that the average amount
of space devoted to a Favorable diseussion of the single tax was steadily
declining. I do not mean by this that all the anthors of these text-
books were unfriendly to the Henry (leorge idea but the big magjority

ot 'them were and the average amount of favorable discussion in afl of
the books was slowly liut surely tending towards smaller proportions,

Simitarty, I reecutly went through all of the cconomies textbooks
Tound on: the approved list in the eity of Chieago and I again discov-
ereds to my ureat- distress that practically every one of them was
hostile, :

Let me now give you an illustration how all this is hrouglit abont.

One of the high school texthooks on the approved list in Chicago
is Bly and Wieker’s ‘' Klementary Principles of Feonomies,”’—a text-
hook. that is not merely found in Chieago, but in New York, Phila-
clelphia, Boston, Milwaukee and hundreds of other cities thronghout
the United States. :

Now this. texthbook is net only opposed to the single tax idea hnt
favors those measures and policies which many theughtful people are
strongly against. such as the taxation of sales of goods, the private
ownership of publie utilities, efe. And yet the very ideas that the
authior now favors be was absolutely opposed to up to about eiwht
vears ago!

What has esused the senier author—Prof. Richard T Elv—to0
thange his views? The answer is preeisely to be found in what My,
Murphy has suggested—special privilege and monopoly.

A few years after the elose of the world war Prof. Ely—who up to
this time had been an outstanding oppenent of sales taxation, the pri-
vate ownership of publie ntilities, and the like—organized in Wiscon-
sir University his privately-finaneed ** Institute for Research in Land
Beanomies and Public Utilities.”” This institute had from the very be.
ginning the support of the National Association of Real Bstate Boards,
the private power enmpanies and similar corporations. Whether these

corporations went to Prol, Ely first or he went to them is something |

that we may never know; at-any rate from the time that their finaneial
support began Prof. Ely's views hegan to change.

s soon as his Institite was formed Prof. Bly proepeded to launeh |

one of the most ambitious programs for infueneing public opinion in
favor of the vorporations back of him that has ever heen coneeived. He
faid plans for the writing of fifty text and veference hooks of which
some sixteen have already heen completed, he started a large quarteriy
journal, be hegan post-graduate eourses for the training of teachers, he
established conneetions with colleges and universities from one end of
the country to the other—all for the purpose of advancing the ideas
he had previonsly opposed and of opposing the ideas he had previously

advaneed—the most amazing prostitution of the human intelleet in be- -

half of special interests of which sur history, probably, hds any record.

We discovered the program that Prof. Ely was launching about five
vears ago and we were frankly afraid. For, as Mr. Murphy has well
said, “‘if the very basis of popular government bhe attacked—if our
public sehools and eolleges he corrupted for the henefit of privilege
and: menepoly, where shall we Iook for salvation?”

So after thinking it over carefvlly for several months we deecided
to- expose the professor. We wrote books, pamphlefs and: cireunlars
about himr and sent them throughout the nation by the thousands: We
asked. vatious feaching bodies to investigate him and two of them did
investigate-—their findings harmonizing completely with our own. The
net resnlt was that Prof, Bly hiad te meve his. Institute out of Wiseon-
sim University where he had been for more than thivty years. How-
ever, lie is now ix Nerthwestern University and althonghi his rveputa-
tion has heen badly damaged he is still gzoing strong. ;
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Bug the light.is not yet over.  Last winter we Jdiscovered. Lthe fact
that Bly's ** Blementary Principles of Economies' —u high schaol text
which had net been used in: Chieago for many years had: snddaenty: heen
placed: upon: the approved list. Since this fexthook has lately been
changed by Bly to fit the views of the corporations back of hinr our

Edueation Protective Aspoeciation addressed an Open Letter to the

Superintendent of Schoals, Willam J. Bogan and in a 26-page printed
pamphlet filled with quotations; charts and doeumentary evidenee: of
all kinds, laid the case carefully before him, requesting at the same
time that 1he hook he dropped from the Chicage sehools. Sopt. Bogan
premptly teferred: the matter to o committee of teachers for investiga-
tion: What has this committee done? Fearing evidently that the issue
econtained dynamife and that the dropping of this one textbuok from
the Chicagoe: sehiools. would diseredit the whele BEly organization, the
committee has done everything it could to postpone action and to hushk
the matter np. In the five months since the commrittee was appointed
it has. not asked onr Xdueationr Protective Assoeiation, either by letter
or hy telephone for a singls extra copy of its- 26-page pamphlet or for
any further facts or information bearing on the subject which it has in
its possession.

Or the other hand the Assoelation has received leiters frony certain
leading teachers in Chieago—+teachers who have professed to Te very
triendly to it but who we-have good reasoen to helieve are members: of
this’ commnittee—pleading with the Association to cease its oppositien
to the poisomous EBly and Wicker text.

Last weel, thevefore, the Edueation Protective Association toolk the
matter up with President Caldwell of the Board of Edueation practi
caily charging a conspiraey on the part of the committee and requested
him to give the matter his own personal attention. -‘What President
Caldwell will do we cannot say but if he takes no aetion after a veason-
able length of time we shall, provided our friends stay with us, take
another step which we believe will bring the matter nearer to a close.

It has been & long and bitter fight as you can well imagine. But it is
a source of oreat satisfaction to say that we have reeeived the full
maral support of those whose judgment we value the highest. Ilere, for
instance, is a letter—typical of many others—which has recently been
received from a4 man whom we all hold in the highest esteem—Sir
George Fowlds, Prosident of the Anekland University College in Auck-
land, New Zealand :

AUCKLAND UNIVERSITY COLLEGE
Aunckland, N, Z,

From the President, 15th July, 1520,

The Hor. Sir Gen. Fowlds, Kt, C. B. E.

Dear Mr. Jorgensen:

1 am deeply intercsted in your fight for the elimination from the approved list
of the Chicaga High Beliools of Professor Ely’ 8 propaganda text book ‘¢ The Ele-
mentary Principles: of Beonomies,”’

Your fight in Chicago is the world’s fight to provent the prestitution of tho
sacred canse of Fducation te the interests of private menapoly and exploitation
in all its variod forms.

Your cxposure of the mutiliation of Professor Kly of the earlier echtmns of
hinm beok to meet the demands of the monopolistic interests reveals the most bass
surrender of mind and learning to material inferests which 1 have ever known.

Tt will be a refleetion upon tha honour of American Scientista and E’ducatopa
if they fail to rally themselves to the fight to redress this gremt Wrong. Your
success mieans the liberation of the mind of man in the field of' Edueatio
fallure' means the cnslavement of the race for a lengthened period, glving great

instrument and impetns to the revolutionary forces of the World.:
* * * * L]

Wishing you every sueeess in your great work, I aam,

Yours sineerely, _
(Signed) GEQ, FOWLDS.

Sueh, then, is what we believe is holding hack the smgle tax move-
ment 1o the United States more than anything else and such is what we
ave trying to do to overcome it Tt has been, we assure you, a long and

bitter fight. It has tried our pn,tleuce to the utmost and we feel sure it .

has greatly tried yours. But it is a fight that none of us dare to lose.
For, at Mr. Murphy has truly said, if the very basis of popular govern-
ment he attacked-—if our publlc sehools colleges and universities on
whieh we most depend for the dissemination of truth, are to be cap-
tured by the monopnlv interests and used agamst us, where sha]] we

taok for salvation?
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