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Why, of course he did. Whoever heard of a re

form administration being succeeded by its kind?

And it must be mentioned right here that the next

administration will have the spending of some $50,-

000,000, provided for vast public improvements.

Unless there is an uprising of the people the elec

tion of Magee, and all that that Implies, is practically

assured, and Pittsburgh will have returned to the con

ditions existing when C. L. Magee was political mas

ter of this municipality. There will be no uprising

of the people, however. The time is not yet ripe.

Plttsburghers may read Holy Writ with profit:

"But it is happened unto them according to the true

proverb. The dog is turned to his own vomit again ;

and the sow that was washed to her wallowing in

the mire."

Yes, Pittsburgh is making political history these

days.

JAS. A. WARREN.

TAXATION ADVANCE IN NEW JERSEY.

Passaic, N. J., February 6.—Following the recent

significant official declaration for a tax solely on land

values by Mayor Low, of this city, and his appoint

ment of John Woods, a Single Tax advocate, as a

member of the local Board of Assessors (p. 55),

comes the introduction In the General Assembly by

Assemblyman James G. Blauvelt, of Paterson, Rep.

(New Idea), of a bill for home rule in taxation. The

bill (Assembly 35) is an amendment to the state laws

of the State of New Jersey (revision of 1903), and

provides, in part, as follows:

"It shall be lawful for the board, body or authority

having charge and control of the finances In any

municipality in this State to pass a resolution provid

ing and directing that any class of property which is

required to be annually assessed and taxed by the

local taxing authorities of such municipality under

the aot to which this act is a supplement, shall be

thereafter exempt from taxation, and thereafter all

taxes annually raised in any such municipality for

all purposes shall be levied upon the remaining prop

erty in such municipality subject by law to local tax

ation, not included in such resolution of exemption.

It shall be lawful for any municipality to increase the

tax rate to such an extent as may be rendered neces

sary by the exemption of said property from taxa

tion."

The author of this bill Is former Corporation Coun

sel George L. Record, of Jersey City, who, with

former 8enator Everett Colby, of Newark, and former

Mayor Mark M. Fagan, of Jersey City, leads the rad

ical New Idea reform wing of the Republican party

In this State. Mr. Record has been a Henry George

man for many years. He says he used to think the

Single Tax would not come in his day, but he now

feels, since he has found what can be accomplished

by getting out In the thick of party politics for the

direct primary, limiting of franchises, public utilities

regulation, popular choice for United States Sen

ators and other surface reforms, that body blows

can be dealt for real reform in the same way. He

expresses the opinion that the proposed bill is con

stitutional. The State constitution provides:

"Property shall be assessed for taxes under gen

eral laws, and by uniform rules, accordtsf t» its true

value."

The Constitution, it will be observed, does not re

quire "all" property to be assessed. And "property"

of all kinds is not assessed acording to "uniform

rules" now. There is one rule for so-called real

property, another rule for "first-class railway prop

erty," another for "second-class railway property,"

and still another for the taxing of franchises.

If the Blauvelt bill is enacted into law, the City of

Passaic will at once abolish the iniquitous personal

tax, which Is generally abhorred. The Town of Nut-

ley, Essex County, which this week, through Its gov

erning body, officially endorsed the Blauvelt bill, will

at once put into effect the Single Tax so far as local

revenues are concerned. All over the State there is

much dissatisfaction with present taxing methods.

The Blauvelt bill has been referred to the House

Committee on Judiciary. It is expected that the

"regular" Republicans will not allow it to pass, but

there will be a strong sentiment in favor of it, and

the backers of the measure believe they can fight it

through to victory. A public hearing will be given

on the bill before the committee at the State Honse,

Trenton, next week.

George L. Rusby, president of the New Jersey

Tax Reform Association, has addressed a letter to

the committee in which he says:

"Permit me to refer briefly to some of the benefits

which might naturally be expected to result from

the proposed legislation:

"1. Each locality would be permitted to decide for

itself which class or classes of property should be

taxed or exempted from taxation, without Interfering

with or imposing any injustice upon the citizens of

any other locality.

"2. Any given locality would be permitted to make

any desired exemption from taxation for the pur

pose of attracting or encouraging business enter

prises—the consideration of which feature brings to

mind the City of Camden, which is greatly handi

capped by reason of the liberal tax exemption grant

ed to manufacturers by the neighboring City of Phil

adelphia, Pa.

"3. While today our citizens take little active in

terest in the taxation question because of the recog

nized difficulty of securing desired State legislation,

under the proposed system there would be a tendency

for the citizens of each municipality to interest them

selves in the study of true and improved taxation

principles.

"4. Any proposed changes could be adopted in a

limited territory with the minimum of risk, as de

sirable changes only would be permanently retained,

while neighboring localities would naturally follow

in adopting reforms that might prove successful,

while avoiding those that might provide otherwise."

CORNELIUS W. KIEVIT.

"War Is knocking at our doors," declares Con

gressman Hobson. Why not stealthily raise a sec

ond-story window and drop a water-pitcher on War?

—-Chicago Record-Herald,
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